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FUEL'sSocialIPOtobe
listedon NSE on30 March

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Pune, 29 March

FUEL (Friends union for
Energising Lives),a pioneering
educational institution
providing free professional
training to students through
CSRinitiatives, is setto launch
its Social IPO on the Social
Stock Exchange of the National
Stock Exchange (NSE). With
this, FUEL became the first
educational institution in the
country to be listed on the
NSE Social Stock Exchange.

The bell-ringing ceremony
for the IPO will take place on
March 30 at the NSE Atrium
in Bandra Kurla Complex
(BKC), Mumbai. Maharashtra's
Higherand Technical Education
Minister Chandrakant Patil
and Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship Minister

THE BELL-RINGING CEREMONY
ISSCHEDULED FOR MARCH 30
ATNSE'S BKC, MUMBAI, WITH
MAHARASHTRA MINISTERS
CHANDRAKANT PATILAND
MANGAL PRABHAT LODHA
ATTENDING.

Mangal Prabhat Lodha will
attend the event as chief guests,
said release. .

FUEL Group of Institutions
Founder and Chairman Dr.
Ketan Deshpande expressed
confidence that the IPO will
receive a strong response due
to the institution's credibility
and impact. He stated that
the funds raised through the
[PO—targeted at rupees 1
crore—will beused to provide
scholarships to 40 selected
girl students. These students
will receive free access to a

three-year undergraduate
degree program in Business
Administration. Under the
concept of aSocial [PO, investors
do not receive any financial
returns. Instead, the model
focuses on socialimpact, with
strict evaluation of the institution's
performance, objectives,
outcomes, and credibility. This
ensures that funds contributed
for social causes are effectively
utilized, offering satisfaction
and yto contributors.
The Social Stock Exchange
initiative was introduced by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman inthe union Budget
three years ago to facilitate
funding for non-profit
organizations and ensure
accountability in social sector
investments. Currently, around
70 social organizations are
registered on the platform.
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Gas shortage fires up CIL’s
e- auctlon premlums to 35%

SAKET KUMAR
New Delhi, 29 March

Coal India’s (CIL’s) e-auction pre-
mium — the price of coal sold in
the spot market by the miner —
rose to around 35 per cent over
notified prices in February 2026.
This comes amid a sharp shift
towards coal as gas shortages hit
industrial consumers, following
disruptionslinked tothe West Asia
crisis, according to a statement by
Mjunction Services.

It said the situation remains
“measured rather than over-
heated”, with only 47 per cent of
auction volumes sold so far. This
suggests that both volumes and
prices are likely to rise further.

The emerging stress in India’s
energy ecosystem comes against
the backdrop of escalating geo-
political tensions, with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on March 23
describing the situation in West
Asiaas “concerning”and acknowl-
edgingitsadverse impact on global
supply chains and daily life.

Industrial  clusters
across the country are
already witnessing short-
ages and disruptions in
compressed natural gas
(CNG) and liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG)
supply, prompting firms
to explore alternative
fuels such as coal to

maintain operations, the Mjunc-

tion statement said.

Supply squeeze

® CNG/LPG disruptions across industrial
clusters are pushing buyers towards coal

® Seasonal power demand and lower
imports are also lifting coal demand

| m Power plants hold coal stocks for 18-20

days, keeping panic buying in check
despite tighter spot demand

m Only 47% of auction volumes have been
sold so far this year, with premiums still
below historical peaks

&

WEST ASIA
CONFLICT

liquefied mnatural gas
(LNG), making industrial
users highly sensitive to
global supply disruptions
and shipping route uncer-
tainties, particularly
through routessuch as the
Strait of Hormuz, which
has been severely affected
by the conflict.

Early signals from coal markets
indicate

tightening demand-

India imports nearly 45-50 per supply dynamics, with stronger
centofitsnatural gasrequirementas offtake and increased urgency

among buyers in auction markets.

The demand uptick is being
driven by multiple factors, includ-
ingsubstitution fromgas amid LNG
disruptions, a seasonal rise in power
demand, and reduced imports lead-
ing to greater reliance on domestic
coal, the company said.

“What we are witnessing is an
early but clear behavioural shift in
fuel consumption patterns. As
LNG availability tightens and
CNG/LPG supplies facedisruption
in several industrial clusters,
buyers are increasingly turning to
coaltosecure operational continu-
ity,”said Vinaya Varma, managing
director and chiefexecutive officer
of Mjunction Services.

Only about 47 per cent of auc-
tion volumes have been sold so far
this year, and current premiums
remainbelow historical peaks, indi-
cating controlled demand condi-
tions, thestatementsaid. Coal stock
levels at power plants remain at 18-
20 days of consumption, prevent-
ingpanicbuyingdespitetightening
spotdemandsignals, it added.
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55lakh LPGrefillsdelivered, supply normal: Govt

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 29 March

The supply of domestic LPG
cylinders is normal in the
country, with more than 55
lakh refills delivered on
Saturday, while another 64000
freetrade 5 kg cylinders have
alsobeen sold, and nodry-outs
have been reported at LPG
distributorships, the Ministry
of Petroleum said on Sunday.

Online LPG eylinder bookings
have increased to 94 per cent
on an industry basis, and to
prevent diversion at the
distributor level, Delivery
Authentication Code (DAC)
based deliveries have been
increased from 53 per cent in

February to 84 per cent, the
statement said.

All refineries are operating
at high capacity, with adequate
crude inventories in place.
The country is also maintaining
sufficient stocks of petroland
from refineries has been
increased to support domestic
consumption. All petrol pumps
areoperating normally across
the country.

The government has
requested consumers to make
LPG bookings online and
avoid  wvisiting LPG
distributorships. Citizens are
alsorequested touse alternative
fuels like PNG and
induction/electric cooktops.

Allcitizens are alsorequested
to make necessary efforts to
conserveenergy intheir daily
usage.

In view of the continued
closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
proactive measures are being
undertaken to maintain the
uninterrupted availability of
petroleum productsand LPG
across the country.

There were certain rumours
which led to panic buying at
some retail outlets in a few
states, resulting in unusually
high sales and heavy crowding.
However, it is informed that
there are adequate stocks of
petrol and diesel available at
all petrol pumpsin the country.
The Government has reiterated

its advice to the public not to
believe rumours.

Raids continue tobe carried
out in many of the states and
UTs to check hoarding and
black marketing of LPG. About
2900 raids have been conducted,
and about 1,000 cylinders
have been seized on Saturday.

Officials of public sectoroil
marketing companies have
conducted surprise inspections
at more than 1200 RO and
LPGdistributorships on Saturday
across the country to ensure
smooth supplies and tocheck
any hoarding or black marketing,
The oil companies haveissued
about 480 show cause notices
to LPG distributorships till
date.
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‘In a shift back to Russian oil, India bought 60 m barrels since March 5

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

Indian refiners shifted back
to Russian crude oil buying
around 60 million barrels of
the geopolitically sensitive
commodity from Moscow
since March 5 as closure of
the Strait of Hormuz im-
pacted 40 per cent of its
imports.

The Oxford Institute for
Energy Studies (OIES) in its
recent energy comment
pointed out the scale of the
Hormuz disruption is like
“no other seen in oil market
history”. In such a scenario,

one of the US tools to help
put a lid on crude oil prices
has been granting exemp-
tions on sanctioned barrels.

Russia has been a clear be-
neficiary of this measure,
OIES pointed out.

SUPPLY CHAIN

Before the war, pressure was
building on the Russian oil
supply chain. US sanctions
against Rosneft and Lukoil in
November 2025 drove India
toreduce its reliance on Rus-
sian urals, pivoting instead
to greater West Asia term
volumes. A full pivot has
been made back to Russian
oil, the OIES said.

“Indian refiners have
bought up around 60 million
barrels of Russian crude
since the US issued a sanc-
tions waiver on 5 March. The
US reprieve on Russian oil
has led to a major repricing
of urals and ESPO in the
physical market with reports
indicating that these have
traded at premiums to their
benchmarks,” it added.

US SANCTIONS

India’s importance as a key
distillate swing supplier fur-
ther increases the likelihood
that India’s compliance with
US sanctions on Russia going
forward could ease.

As Hormuz
disruption
persisted, the
market shifted to a
new phase: the
conversion of flow
disruptions into
large production
losses

Asian countries outside
China are highly exposed to
the flow disruption from the
Hormuz both in terms of
availability of crude and
products supplies and higher

prices, OIES said. For coun-
tries such as India and Japan,
it added that crude imports
through the Strait of Hor-
muz stood at above 40 per
centand 70 per cent, respect-
ively. For India, the LPG and
ethane exposure stand at
above 80 per cent while for
Japan, the naphtha exposure
isaround 70 per cent.

The oil market has been
reacting in phases as new in-
formation continues to
emerge. In the initial stage,
the focus has been centred
on the disruption of oil trade
flows through Hormuz with
aprevailing view that the dis-
ruption will be short-lived

and that the existing ‘oil glut’
will provide an effective
cushion. As the disruption to
Hormuz persisted, the mar-
ket shifted into a new phase:
the conversion of flow dis-
ruptions into large produc-
tion losses, OIES said.

“At the current stage, with
no clear visibility as to when
trade will resume through
the Strait of Hormugz, the
market is not only assessing
whether output losses could
worsen but also how quickly
production and refinery runs
could recover in the light of
the shut ins and damage to
physical infrastructure,”
OIES said.
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2 Indian LPG vesscels pass Hormuz,
headed for Mumbai, Mangaluru

SUDHEER PAL SINGH
New Delhi, 29 March

Two Indian liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG)carrierswith acombined cargo of
around 94,000 tonnes have safely tran-
sited the Straitof Hormuz and are head-
ing towards Mumbai and Mangaluru,
the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas (MoPNG) said in a statement.

“BW TYR is proceeding towards
Mumbai with an expected time of
arrivalon March 31, and BWELMisen
route to New Mangaluru with esti-
matedarrivaldate of April1,” the min-
istry said in an update on maritime
safety and shipping operationsin the
wake of the West Asia crisis. It
added that 18 Indian-flagged
vessels with 485 Indian sea-
farers still remain in the
western Persian Gulfregion.

The Directorate General §
of Shipping (DG Shipping),in
coordination with ship owners,
Recruitment and Placement Services
Licenceagencies,and Indian Missions,
isactively monitoring the situation.

The ministry said the supply of
LPG in the country is affected due to
the prevailing geopolitical situation
but no dry-out has been reported at
LPGdistributorships. Online LPGcyl-
inder bookings increased to 94 per
centon an industry basis.

The statementsaid the delivery of
domestic LPGcylindersisnormaland
the government had earlier restored
partial commercial LPG supply of 20
per cent for consumers.

Further, the Centre proposed on
March 18 to allocate an additional 10

BW TYR IS PROCEEDING
TOWARDS MUMBAI WITH AN
EXPECTED TIME OF ARRIVAL
ON MARCH 31, AND BW ELM
ISEN ROUTE TO NEW
MANGALURU WITH
ESTIMATED ARRIVAL DATE OF
APRIL 1, THE MINISTRY SAID

per cent commercial LPG to states
based on ease of doing business
reforms for PNG expansion.

Later, the government allowed an
additional 20 per cent allocation of
commercial LPG to states, taking the
overall allocation to 50 per cent. This

is being given on priority to res-
taurants, dhabas, hotels,
industrial canteensand sub-
sidised canteens and outlets
| runby local bodies.
The Centre extended an
additional 20 per cent alloca-
tion of commercial LPG to states
on March 27 for industries with prior-
ity to steel, automobile, textile, dye,
chemicals and plastics. The govern-
ment had earlier prioritised 100 per
cent gas supplies for domestic PNG
and CNG for transport. Supplies to
industrial and commercial consumers
connected on the grid are at 80 per
cent of their average consumption.

“Supply tooperatingurea plantsis
now steady ataround 70-75per centof
their last six-month average con-
sumption. Additional LNG cargoes
and regasified LNG (RLNG) are also
being sourced to maintain supplies
and pipeline hydraulics,” the petro-
leum ministry added.

S,

Govt may consider more
relief packages for vulnerable
sectors if crisis prolongs
The government may and aviation turbine
announce more relief fuel (ATF) to improve
packages for vulnerable domestic availability.
segments of the economy, Global crude prices
including the Ministry of have risen by almost 50
Micro, Smalland Medium  per cent since the United
Enterprises (MSME) sector, Statesand Israel launched
to help them sustain and military strikes against
keepinflation undercheck Iranon February 28, trig-
in the domestic market if gering sweeping retaliation
the West Asia crisis pro- from Tehran.
longs further, sources said. International oil prices
The government has touched $119 per barrel ear-
announced a slew of lier thismonth on the
measures, including cut- intensifying Iran war,
ting excise duty on petrol before pulling back to
and diesel during the around $100 a barrel.
month and will not hesi- India imports 88 per
tate to announce more to centofits crude oil needs
shield the vulnerable sec- and roughly half of its
torsofthe economy, natural gas requirement.
sourcessaid. These mostly comevia the
The government Strait of Hormuz.
slashed the excise duty on Earlier this month, the
petrol toX3alitreand government granted cer-
exempted diesel from the tain relaxations to
duty to protect consumers  exportersin fulfilling
from the impact of rising their export obligations,
global crude prices amid as the trading community
the ongoing war in the is facing difficulties in
Middle East. the movement of goods
Alongside, thegovern-  dueto the ongoing West
mentbrought backduties  Asiacrisis.
on the export of diesel PTI
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West Asia conflict, crude oil prices
to drive markets next week: Analysts

Besides, the rupee-dollar trend & trading activity
of foreign investors would also play a crucial role

NEW DELHI: Developments
related to the ongoing month-
long war in West Asia, its impact
on crude oil prices, and global
trends would continue to be key
drivers for domestic equities
in the holiday-shortened week
ahead, analysts said.

Besides, the rupee-dollar
trend and trading activity of
foreign investors would also
play a crucial role in dictating
investors’ sentiment.

Stock markets would remain
closed on Tuesday and Friday
for Shri Mahavir Jayanti and
Good Friday, respectively.

“This week is expected to
remain influenced by global
macro developments, particu-
larly crude oil price trends and

progress in the US-Iran cease-
fire negotiations, which will be
critical in shaping market senti-
ment. Stability in the rupee will
also be important for any revival
in foreign institutional flows”
Ajit Mishra, SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said.

On the domestic front, key
data releases include industrial
production data for February
and the HSBC Manufactur-
ing PMI for March, which will
provide insights into economic
momentum and fiscal position-
ing, he said.

Foreign investors have
pulled out Rs 1.14 lakh crore
(about $12.3 billion) from
domestic equities this month
amid the widening contlict in

West Asia and a weakening
rupee.

The West Asia conflict
started on February 28. While
the US and Israel attacked Iran,
the Islamic Republic retaliated
by targeting Washingtons allies
in its neighbourhood and Tel
Aviv,

Foreign investor flows,
moves in the rupee, and broader
global market trends are also
likely to play a key role in shap-
ing the near-term outlook, he
said.

In a holiday-shortened
last week, the BSE benchmark
Sensex lost 949.74 points or
1.27 per cent, and the NSE Nifty
tanked 294.9 points or 1.27
per cent. |l
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Petrochem Price Surge
Hitting Economy Hard

Gol must intervene to keep retail prices low

A clutch of industries that use petrochemicals as inputs,
from pharmaceuticals and paints to textiles and toys, is
facing the brunt of the Iran conflict as refiners have pas-
sedonthesurgeincrudeoilandnatural gas prices. Some
of the downstream sectors in the petrochemicals comp-
lex are labour-intensive small enterprises with low pri-
cing power, such as textile units where distress is sho-
wingup inemploymentfigures. These industries areloo-
king at an extended spell of margin pressure as input
costs are unlikely to subside till global petrochemicals
supply chain recovers, possibly only months after hosti-
lities end in the Persian Gulf.

There’s cause for Gol’s intervention for sectors direct-
ly affected by the energy price pass-through to dampen
its effect on generalised inflation. This could range from
fiscal to trade support. Even signals from Gol that it is
_ consideringrelief will help dial down

. sentiment, with consequences for pri-
ces. Inflation had been creepingup be-
- fore the Iran conflict, and once petro-
| chem buyers start raising prices, the-
se will show up in the headline num-
bers. The incomplete transmission of
" energy costs through food and fuel
may not be enough, given the extent of rise in petrochem
prices.

India’s Goldilocks economic scenario of strong
growth and low inflation is over. Effects of petrochem in-
flation arenotasimmediate asfuel —these appear witha
lag. Packaging price rises show up in new inventory that
arrives in the market with a delay. Petrochem use is al-
most universal in consumer goods, and the ticket shock,
though slow and imperceptible, shows up over time. The
price transmission works through labour-intensive in-
dustries and affects lower-income consumers. The mar-
ketispricinginuncertainty, and there isalikelihood pet-
rochem prices will keep rising independent of how the
Iran crisis resolves. Monetary policy will have to adjust
forthe persistent pressure. These adjustments may need
to be front-loaded.




SakshiChand
New Dethi, March29

AS COMPLAINTS of delayed
deliveries and inflated prices of
LPG eylinders continue to sur-
face from across the Capital
amid warin West Asia, the Delhi
Police’s latest data points to an
allegedblackmarket thrivingon
supplygaps, The Indian Express
haslearnt.
BetweenMarchland March
26, as per the official data, 76
raidswerecarried outacross the
Capital, with 22 FIRs registered
and 1,710 cylindersseized ina
sweepingcrackdown on alleged
hoarding and illegal diversion.
WhiletheSouth districtsaw the
highest recovery of cylinders,
the Eastdistrict saw the highest
numberofraids. In amajority of
these raids, officers found that
the key suspect was either the
gasagencydealer orthe delivery

MOSTRAIDS IN EAST, CRIME BRANCH MAKES BIGGEST SEIZURES

LPG black market thriving in South, SW police districts

men.

The maximum recovery was
made by the Crime Branchunit,
which seized 1,145 cylinders in
threecases, indicating the scale
at which the alleged organised
racketsare operating, “Inthree
separate raids, the Crime
Branch seized over 1,000 LPG
cylinders last week, exposing il-
legal hoarding and refilling op-
erations. We have been receiv-
ing inputs, including videos,
from the public regarding such
activities. All such information
is being acted upon on priority,
using available manpower and
technical tools,” said Devesh Sri-
vastava, Special CP (Crime)
and Media and Perception Man-
agement.

Among the 15 police dis-
tricts, the South district reported
the highest recovery in asingle
case of 223 cylinders. This was
followed by the South West dis-

*0Over 70 raids across CapitalinMarch

S.NO., DISTRICT/UNIT | NO. OF RAIDS

T INORH T 7
2| NORTHWEST 1
3| ROHINI | )
4 | SOUTHWEST | 7
5 | EAST |30
6 | SHAHDARA 18
7 | SOUTH ! 1

8 | SOUTHEAST |
9 | DWARKA g 1
10 | WEST 5
1| CrimeBranch | 3
| Total 76

CYLINDERS
SEIZED

FIRs
3
17
119
5
9
23
62
65
62
| w5
22 1710

EEthRI'-'cL. MEW DELHI, NORTHEAST, OUTER MORTH, OUTER DISTRICTS SAW RO SELZURES, FIRS

trict where 119 cylinders were
seized assix FIRswerefiled dur-
ing sevenraids.

DCP South Anant Mittal
said, “We had seized the cylin-
ders from the Dera Mandi area
wheretwo persons had illegally

Mon, 3@ March 2826

$The IndianEXPRESS

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/795@1765

*SOURCE: DELH POLICE! MARCH 126

gotthem from various sources
and stored them there. Since
cylinders areatthe risk of ex-
ploding, we had called all stake-
holdersasthegodown — where
they were storing them — was
inaresidential area.”

SouthWest district recorded
the highest number of FIRS (6),
emerging asakey hotspot for al-
leged illegal activities.

At 30, the highest number of
raidswere carried outinthe East
district even as only two FIRs
weresubsequently filed and five
cylinders were seized, suggest-
ing widespread enforcement
but limited recovery.

Meanwhile, Shahdara dis-
trict saw 18 raids with one FIR
registered and seizure of nine
cylinders. The West district re-
corded four FIRswitha recovery
ofe2cylinders in five raids.

Dwwarka and South East dis-
tricts also reported significant
recoveries of 65 and 62 cylin-
ders, respectively.

In Rohini, 17 cylinders were
seized in one case, while the
North West district reported a
recoveryofonly three cylinders.
Severaldistricts —Central, New
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Delhi, North East, Outer North,
and Outer — reported no seiz-
ures or FIRs during the period.

Officers across the city are
holding regular meetings with
agencyownersand petrol pump
ownersinorder to chalk outa
plan as per the scenario. They
said the drive was intensified
following inputsabout illegal di-
version of domestic LPG cylin-
ders for commercial use and
black marketing. “Theinvolve-
ment of organised networks,
particularly in caseshandledby
the Crime Branch, pointstoa
larger nexus being systemati-
cally dismantled,” a senior of-
ficer said.

Officers added that strict ac-
tion will continue against those
involved with a focus on ident-
ifying supply chainsand ensur-
ingthat subsidised LPGreaches
legitimate consumers. Further

imvestigation is ongoing.
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Govt: Nearly 3L
PNG connections
added in March

Tives News NETwork

New Delhi: Govt on Sun-
day said about 6,000 piped
gas consumers have sur-
rendered their LPG con-
nections in the last three
days, while 2.9 lakh new
PNG connections have
been activated this month,
easing pressure on cylin-
der stocks amid disruption
of energy supplies due to
the West Asia conflict.

Petroleum secretary
Neeraj Mittal, in an online
post, said that by giving up
their LPG connections, peo-
ple have helped those who
don’t have access to gas cyl-
inders. “Join this strong,
bold group of do-good citi-
zens who have comeforward
to give up LPG to help those
get LPG who don’'t have
PNG,” hesaidon X.

Govt has made piped
gas connections mandato-
ry inareas with a network,
andsaid LPG supply will be
discontinued after three
months. It has also
launched a portal where
PNG users can express
their interest in giving up
LPG. LPG cylinders will be
picked up from houses and
security deposit refunded
by the distributor.

The petroleum ministry,
in a statement, said govt
was focused on sustaining
uninterrupted availability
of petroleum products and
LPG across the country.

It said though the LPG
supply has been affected
due to the geopolitical sit-
uation, delivery of domes-
tic LPG cylinders is nor-
mal, with 551akh refills dis-
tributed on Saturday It
added there were sufficient
stocks of petroland diesel.

Following concerns over
adequate availability of
PNG to operate urea plants,
govt said supply was steady
ataround 70-75% of theirav-
erage consumption in the
last six months. “All indus-
trial consumers, including
fertiliser plants, have been

Two LPG tankers
carrying aday’s
supply on way

New Delhi: Two more
India-flagged LPG tankers,
carryingroughly aday’s
supply of the country’s
cooking gas, have safely
navigated through the Strait
of Hormuzand are expected
toreach Indian shoresinthe
next couple of days.

“TwoLPG carriers,BW
TYRand BW ELM, carryinga
combined LPG cargo of
about 94,000 tonnes, have
safely transited the region
andare moving towards
Indian shores,” an official
statementsaid. While BW
TYRis proceeding towards
Mumbai with anexpected
arrivalonMarch 31, BW ELM
is en route to New Mangalore
with an estimated arrival
date of April L.

The USand Israel attacks
onlranand Tehran's
sweeping retaliationhaveall
but halted shipping through
the strait - the narrow
shipping lanethatisa
conduit for oil and gas
exports from Gulf countries
totheworld. Iran, however,
lastweek said “non-hostile
vessels” may transit the
waterway after coordinating
with Iranian authorities.

Fora country thatrelies
onimports from Gulf nations
tomeet60% of its cooking
gas needs, thearrivals will
help easethe worstLPG
shortage it is battling in
decades. India consumed
33.15MTof LPGlast year,
withimports accounting for
60% of demand. pri

advised to provide their ad-
ditional requirement on a
spot basis so that the same
may bearranged by gasmar-
keting companies,” govt
said, adding that additional
liquefied and regasified nat-
ural gas cargos were being
sourced to maintain suppli-
es and pipeline hydraulics.
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Gas crisis: alternative
cooking process mooted

NT Correspondent
BENGALURU

The ongoing Gulf War has
begun to severely impact
Karnataka, with an acute
shortage of LPG cylinders
affecting daily life and busi-
ness operations, especially
in Bengaluru.

With the conflict enter-
ing its 30th day, disruptions
in supply chains have led
to a scarcity of commercial
LPG cylinders. Hotels, res-
taurants, and small indus-
tries are among the worst
hit, with many struggling to
continue operations due to
lack of fuel.

Scenes of residents rush-
ing to gas agencies with
empty cylinders have be-
come common, reflecting
the growing panic among
consumers. The shortage
has also affected commu-
nity kitchens and other es-
sential services.

Speaking to reporters,
Food Minister K. H. Muni-
yappa urged people to adopt
alternative cooking meth-
ods during the erisis. “Peo-
pleinrural areas can rely on
firewood stoves. Dry wood
is available beyond city lim-

its. Avoid using fresh wood
from forests,” he said.

The minister blamed
the central government for
the shortage, stating that
supply has dropped sig-
nificantly. While domestic
LPG supply continues, only
about 40% of the required
cylinders are being deliv-
ered currently.

To manage the situation,
the state has ramped up
commercial LPG distribu-
tion to 68% Aurthorities
have prioritised supply to
critical sectors, including
hospitals, hostels, and edu-
cational institutions.

Darta shared by the min-
ister indicates that 4,200
cylinders have been allo-
cated to essential services,
while 1,200 cylinders have
been supplied to public
sector canteens. Addition-
ally, 17,500 cylinders are
being distributed to food-
related businesses such as
hotels and cafes, and 6,000
cylinders have been ear-
marked for agriculture and
allied sectors. The govern-
ment has also taken action
against irregularities in dis-
tribution.
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27 LPG cylinders stolen
from delivery vehicle

MUMEAI: Twenty-seven
LPG cylinders, including five
filled ones, were stolen from
a delivery vehicle in
Kandivali (West), prompting
the police to launch a probe.
The theft at Charkop comes
amid gas supply concerns
due to the ongoing conflict
in Wesr Asia.

Delivery man Nandkumar
Ramraj Soni said in his com-
plaint he had parked his
tempo loaded with LPG

(liquefied petroleum gas)
cylinders at Kaka Keni
Chowk on March 25. When
Soni returned on March 26,
he found the tempo glass
shattered and the rear lock
broken. All 27 cylinders had
been stolen. Multiple teams
have been formed to trace
those behind the theft, the
official said. *CCTV footage
from the area has captured
several suspects along with
vehicles,” he added. —PTI
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Govt: Nearly 3L
PNG connections
added in March

Tives News NETwork

New Delhi: Govt on Sun-
day said about 6,000 piped
gas consumers have sur-
rendered their LPG con-
nections in the last three
days, while 2.9 lakh new
PNG connections have
been activated this month,
easing pressure on cylin-
der stocks amid disruption
of energy supplies due to
the West Asia conflict.

Petroleum secretary
Neeraj Mittal, in an online
post, said that by giving up
their LPG connections, peo-
ple have helped those who
don’t have access to gas cyl-
inders. “Join this strong,
bold group of do-good citi-
zens who havecomeforward
to give up LPG to help those
get LPG who don't have
PNG,” hesaidon X.

Govt has made piped
gas connections mandato-
ry inareas with a network,
and said LPG supply will be
discontinued after three
months. It has also
launched a portal where
PNG users can express
their interest in giving up
LPG. LPG cylinders will be
picked up from houses and
security deposit refunded
by the distributor.

The petroleum ministry,
in a statement, said govt
was focused on sustaining
uninterrupted availability
of petroleum products and
LPG across the country.

It said though the LPG
supply has been affected
due to the geopolitical sit-
uation, delivery of domes-
tic LPG cylinders is nor-
mal, with55]akhrefills dis-
tributed on Saturday It
added there were sufficient
stocks of petroland diesel.

Following concerns over
adequate availability of
PNG to operate urea plants,
govt said supply was steady
ataround 70-75% of theirav-
erage consumption in the
last six months. “All indus-
trial consumers, including
fertiliser plants, have been

Two LPG tankers
carrying a day’s
supply on way

New Delhi: Two more
India-flagged LPG tankers,
carryingroughly aday’s
supply of the country’s
cooking gas, have safely
navigated through the Strait
of Hormuzand are expected
toreach Indian shoresinthe
next couple of days.

“TwoLPG carriers,BW
TYRand BW ELM, carryinga
combined LPG cargo of
about 94,000 tonnes, have
safely transited the region
andare moving towards
Indian shores,” an official
statement said. While BW
TYRis proceeding towards
Mumbai with anexpected
arrivalonMarch 31, BW ELM
is en route to New Mangalore
with an estimated arrival
date of April L.

The USand Israel attacks
onlranand Tehran's
sweeping retaliationhaveall
but halted shipping through
the strait - the narrow
shipping lanethatisa
conduit for oiland gas
exports from Gulf countries
totheworld. Iran, however,
lastweek said “non-hostile
vessels” may transit the
waterway after coordinating
with Iranian authorities.

Fora country thatrelies
onimports from Gulf nations
tomeet60% of its cooking
gas needs, thearrivals will
help easethe worstLPG
shortage it is battling in
decades. India consumed
33.15MTof LPGlast year,
withimports accounting for
60% of demand. pri

advised to provide their ad-
ditional requirement on a
spot basis so that the same
may bearrangedby gasmar-
keting companies,” govt
said, adding that additional
liquefied and regasified nat-
ural gas cargos were being
sourced to maintain suppli-
esand pipeline hydraulics.
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