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Centre assures adequate fuel
supply, rules out retail price hikes

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
MNew Delhi

Even as the oil marketing
companies’ (OMCs) under-
recoveries rose by around
%26 per litre on petrol and a
steep I81.9 per litre on
diesel, the government on
Friday said there are “suffi-
cient supplies” of the two key
auto fuels with no plans by
PSU OMCs to hike retail

prices.
“The government had two
choices:  either increase

prices drastically for citizens
of Bharat as all other nations
have done, or bear the brunt
onits finances so that the In-
dian citizen is insulated from
international volatility.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi decided to take a hit on
government finances to safe-
guard the Indian citizen. The
government has taken a sub-
stantial impact on its taxa-
tion revenues to reduce the
high losses being faced by oil
marketing companies at this
time of sky-high interna-
tional prices,” said Oil Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri.

The global situation re-
mains in flux, and the gov-
ernment is closely monitor-
ing developments across
energy, supply chains and es-
sential commodities on a

real-time basis.

Sujata Sharma, Joint Sec-
retary at the Ministry of Pet-
roleum & Natural Gas, said
crude oil and petroleum
products prices had risen in
the global market. However,
the government initiated
several important decisions
at different levels to manage
the situation effectively.

SUPPLY INVENTORY

India has sufficient crude oil
inventory, with supplies
lined up for the next two
meonths. The situation is also
“comfortable” for LPG and
PNG. Besides, refineries are
operating at full or even
above their capacity. Do-
mestic LPG production has
increased by almost 40 per

PANIC BUYING. Consumers throng a petrol station in Thane en

cent hitting around 50,000
tonnes per day, she added.

Sharma said the current
diesel and petrol prices have
been lower or at similar
levels since April 2022.

To compensate PMCs,
government reduced excise
duty on petrol and diesel by
%10 per litre with immediate
effect. The excise reduction
is not being passed on as a
price cut at the pump. It dir-
ectly reduces the under-re-
coveries being absorbed by
PSU OMCs.

At the current interna-
tional crude prices, under-
recoveries stand at $26 per
litre on petrol and ¥81.90 per
litre on diesel. The combined
daily under-recovery being
absorbed by OMCs is 2,400

crore. On supply inventory,
Sharma assured that all re-
fineries are operating at high
capacity with adequate crude
inventories, and sufficient
stocks of petrol and diesel
are being maintained. Be-
sides, LPG production from
refineries has been increased
by 40 per cent to support do-
mestic consumption.

Supply of LPG continues
to be affected due to the pre-
vailing geopolitical situation.
No dry-outs have been re-
ported at LPG distributor-
ships. Delivery of domestic
LPG cylinders continues as
normal, she added.

COMMERCIAL LPG
On Friday, the government
approved an additional 20

EASING SHORTAGE. Govt approves additional 20% allocation of commercial LPG, prioritises industries

per cent allocation of com-
mercial LPG, taking total al-
location to 70 per cent of
pre-crisis levels, with prior-
ity to steel, automobiles, tex-
tiles, dyes, chemicals and
plastics. Among this, priority
shall be given to process in-
dustries or those requiring
LPG for specialised heating
purposes that cannot be sub-
stituted by natural gas.

Besides, more than 40,000
5-kg free trade LPG cylin-
ders were sold on Thursday.
Around 28 States/UTs have
issued allocation orders for
non-domestic LPG, while
PSU oil marketing compan-
ies are supplying in remain-
ing areas. About 29,656
tonnes of commercial LPG
have been lifted since March
14, 2026.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Dir-
ector General of CII, said,
“CII and industry strongly
welcome the government’s
calibrated and timely inter-
ventions to cushion the eco-
nomy from energy price
shocks. Measures on fuel pri-
cing and LPG allocation will
stabilise costs, sustain indus-
trial operations, and protect
households. Industry stands
ready to partner closely to
reinforce supply resilience
and maintain economic sta-
bility in a  volatile
environment.”
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Hardeep Singh Puri calls for
strengthening PNG infrastructure

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi. 28 March

etroleum Minister

Hardeep Singh Puri

on Saturday stressed

the importance of
strengthening the PNG
infrastructure in the country
to enhance energy security
and resilience.

He was participating in a
Roundtable Review Meeting
on “Expansion of Piped Natural
Gas (PNG) Services and
Maintaining Essential Services™
in urban areas held here. It
brought together key
stakeholders to deliberate on
accelerating PNG network
expansion across urban India
and ensuring uninterrupted
delivery of essential services
in the wake of the West Asia
crisis.

The meeting was also
attended by Union Ministers
of Housing and Urban Affairs
and Consumer Affairs and
Food & Public Distribution
and senior officials from
different ministries and various
agencies. Ministers from
several States, including Uttar

Pradesh, Delhi, Maharashtra,

Haryana and Odisha
participated in person, while

tatives from Tt
Karnataka and Rajasthan
joined virtually in the
roundtable.

Adetailed presentation by
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas outlined the
current status of PNGrollout,
emphasising its advantages
over LPG in terms of safety.
reliability, affordability and
environmental sustainability.
Key challenges identified

included delays in municipal
permissions, Right of Way
(RoW) approvals and high
restoration charges, which
continue to impede timely
network expansion.
Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Manohar Lal
underscored the critical role
of cities as engines of economic
growth and called for
mission-mode implementation
toaccelerate PNG expansion.
He outlined key priorities,
including institutionalisation
of single-window approvals,

integration of PNG
infrastructure into urban
planning, facilitation of last-mile
connectivity and convergence
with ongoing urban
development initiatives. An
ambitious target of providing
50lakh new PNG connections
was also highlighted.

The Petroleum Minister
highlighted the evolving global
energy landscape and
encouraged states and Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) toactively
promote PNG adoption,
particularly in areas where

infrastructure is already
available. Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution Pralhad Joshi
emphasised the need to
maintain uninterrupted
essential supplies, curb
misinformation, and prevent
black marketing of fuel. He
advised states tostrengthen
monitoring and vigilance
mechanisms and toencourage
consumers totransition from
LPG to PNG wherever feasible,
with priority given to public
institutions such as schools
and colleges.

Deliberations during the
roundtable highlighted several
best practices, including
fast-tracking of road-cutting
permissions and adoption
of deemed approval
mechanisms to expedite
project implementation.

State representatives shared
their experiences and
emphasised the importance
of enhanced coordination
among Urban Development
Departments. Municipal
bodies, and Food and Civil
Supplies Departments for
seamless implementation.
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LPG crunch fuels rise in food
prices, shrinking of menus

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

The LPG shortage in Delhi-
NCR has disrupted daily
life, leaving students, hou-
seholds and markets grap-
pling with rising costs, li-
mited food options and a
forced shift to alternatives.
As students face re-
duced menu options, ma-
ny households are switch-
ing to piped natural gas
(PNG) or induction stoves.
“I am not used to cook-
ing on induction stoves as
rotis don’t turn out well.
We also had to spend extra
on induction-friendly cook-
ware. We are planning to
get a PNG connection, but
for now, we have no
choice,” said Abha Arora, a
resident of Vasant Kunj.
Students from other
States living in PG accom-
modations have been
among the worst affected.
“l get ¥10,000 a month
from my parents, half of
which goes towards rent.
The rest is for books and
personal expenses. If a gas
cylinder costs 34,000, we
are left with nothing,” said
Rudra Kumar, a first-year
student at University of
Delhi who stays in Roop
Nagar.
The impact is also visi-
ble across central Delhi,

outside a gas agency in New Delhi on Saturday. ani

where college canteens
have reduced items on the
menu and shifted to induc-
tion-based cooking. “The
samosa we ate for T15 now
costs 320. Other items
served besides regular me-
nu have gone as well,” said
Vinayak Sharma, a third-
year student from Desh-
bandhu College in Kalkaji.

Fewer options
At Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity, mess services have
been curtailed, with sever-
al hostels cutting down on
rotis. “Earlier we used to
have roti and rice both for
lunch and dinner but now
they have stopped serving
rotis in most hostels. The
prices of food items have
also increased and fewer
options are available,” said
Garwita, a  first-year
student.

Households are strug-

gling too. Babli, a school
teacher in Jahangirpuri,
said she had to borrow a
cylinder from her sister in
Dwarka after being unable
to cook for two days and
relying on expensive res-
taurant food. Sarojini Na-
gar Market has seen sales
drop. “The sales have
dropped at least 40%.
Some  hawkers  have
stopped coming while oth-
ers have hiked prices,” said
Ashok Randhawa, a mem-
ber of the Sarojini Nagar
Market Association.

Meanwhile, traders in
Chandni Chowk are turn-
ing to PNG connections.
“We have arranged for oth-
er shop owners and eater-
ies to take PNG connec-
tions. Many residents have
also shown willingness to
switch to PNG,” said Sanjay
Bhargava, president, Sarva
Vyapar Mandal.
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LPG hoarding: over 3,840
cylinders seized, 97 FIRs
registered in Chhattisgarh

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

Cracking down on hoard-
ing of cooking gas amid
the ongoing conflict in
West Asia, authorities
have seized 3,841 LPG cy-
linders and registered 97
FIRs in Chhattisgarh, an
official said on Saturday.
The official said a re-
view of the availability
and supply of petroleum
products, LPG cylinders,
fertilizers and other es-
sential commodities was
undertaken during a
high-level meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai in view of
the circumstances un-
folding in the Gulf region.
“It was informed in the
meeting that raids were
conducted at 335 loca-
tions across the State,
with no confirmed cases
of black marketing de-
tected. However, acting
on inputs regarding
hoarding, authorities
seized 3,841 LPG cylin-
ders and registered 97
FIRs,” the official said.

“At the meeting, the-
Chief Minister issued de-
tailed directives to ensure
seamless public access,”
the official said.

According to an official
statement, the CM issued
firm instructions for
stringent action against
any instances of hoarding
or black marketing of es-
sential commodities. “He
reassured that there is no
shortage of petroleum
products, LPG cylinders
or fertilizers in the State,
and appealed to citizens
to refrain from heeding
rumours,” read the
statement.

Regular monitoring of
stock and supply at all pe-
trol pumps and gas agen-
cies was mandated. Offi-
cials were directed to
work in coordination to
ensure  uninterrupted
services to citizens under
all circumstances, it read.
The meeting was attend-
ed by all Divisional Com-
missioners, Inspectors
General of Police, and
District Collectors via vi-
deoconferencing.



Two Indian LPG ships,
one Pak. oil carrier
cross Strait of Hormuz

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

BW Tyr and BW Elm, two
Indian flagged LPG car-
riers, crossed the Strait of
Hormuz on Saturday, as
per ship tracker websites.
They were among the five
Indian LPG carriers an-
chored north of Dubai-Ras
Al Khaima on Friday.

P. Aliki, a Greek-owned
crude oil carrier of more
than 1 lakh tonne capacity,
also crossed the strait on
Saturday. P. Aliki, char-
tered by the Pakistan Na-
tional Shipping Corpora-
tion, loaded at Ras Tanura
in Saudi Arabia, and is
scheduled to dock at Kara-
chi in Pakistan for dis-
charging. Tyr and Elm,
owned by BW LPG India, a
subsidiary of the well-
known BW Group, have a
combined cargo carrying
capacity of more than
1,06,000 tonnes.

The two together are
said to be carrying cargo of
about 93,000 tonnes, as
per a reliable source —
equivalent to three days of
current LPG import re-
quirements. While BW
Elm’s intended destination
as of last week was New
Mangaluru Port, Tyr’s was
Mumbai.

The three other Indian
LPG carriers anchored
southwest of the strait have
a combined cargo of some
80,000 tonnes of LPG.
They are owned by Great
Eastern Shipping Compa-
ny of India and the Indian
operations of Mitsui OSK
Lines of Japan.

Iranian authorities who
give explicit approvals for

I'yr and Elm, owned
by BW LPG India
together are said to
be carrying cargo of
about 93.000 tonnes

ships to pass through the
strait have been insisting
that the ships hugged the
Iranian coast and went
around Iran’s Larak Island
so as to get visual confirma-
tion of the affiliation of the
vessel.

“Ship-tracking data
shows the three vessels
that transited on Saturday
took the new IRGC-con-
trolled route around Iran’s
Larak Island and through
the Islamic Republic’s ter-
ritorial waters as they
sailed outbound through
the Strait of Hormuz,” says
Toomer Raanan, maritime
risk analyst at Lloyd’s List,
a provider of news, analy-
sis and data to global ship-
ping. Saturday’s transit of
two India-bound ships and
one Pakistan-bound vessel,
came as a surprise since,
on Friday, Iran had appa-
rently turned away three
ships linked to China.

Two of them served Sau-
di ports. Iran had earlier
indicated that ships with
affiliations to India, Pakis-
tan, Iran, Thailand, China
and Russia can transit the
strait. Meanwhile, Greek-
owned crude oil tanker,
Marathi, carrying some 1
million barrels of crude oil
from Ras Tanura docked in
Sikka on Thursday after
transiting the strait earlier.
So far, six Indian LPG car-
riers have crossed the cho-
kepoint.
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MCD passes key
proposals amid LPG
shortage row

ANAMTA FATIMA

NEW DELHI: The Gen-
eral House meeting of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) witnessed the
passage of several public wel-
fare proposals even as pro-
ceedings were disrupted by
protests from councillors of
the Aam Aadmi Party over
an alleged shortage of LPG
cylinders.

Mayor Sardar Raja Iqbal
Singh said that multiple deci-
sions aimed at improving
civie infrastructure and pub-
lic services were approved
after deliberations. He main-
tained that the Corporation
remained committed to
addressing key issues con-
cerning citizens and ensur-
ing better service delivery.

During the meeting,
Leader of the House Pravesh
Wahi presented a vote of
thanks marking 8,933 days
of public service by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
including his tenure as Chief
Minister of Gujarat and as
Prime Minister. The Mayor
described the Prime Minis-
ter's long tenure as reflective
of administrative experience
and sustained public trust.

The Mayor also wel-

comed the allocation of Rs
11,412 crore to the MCD
in the Delhi government’s
Budget presented by Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta, term-
ing it a significant boost for
strengthening civie infra-
structure, enhancing pub-
lic services, and supporting
environmental initiatives.

However, AAP council-
lors staged protests inside
and outside the House,
raising concerns over the
reported shortage of LPG
cylinders. Terming the issue
a matter of public urgency,
councillors demanded an
immediate discussion, with
some entering the House
carrying placards and rais-
ing slogans.

According to the Mayor,
the disruptions were an
attempt to divert attention
from the scheduled agenda
and hinder discussions on
civic matters.




Two more
India-bound LPG
tankers exit Gulf
through Hormuz

—
Bloomberg

Two more India-bound
tankers carrying liquefied
petroleum gas have exited
the Persian Gulf via the
Strait of Hormuz, adding to
the trickle of vessels making
it through the narrow
waterway.

The India-flagged BW Tyr
and BW Elm, laden with car-
goes of the cooking fuel, last
indicated their position past
the northern tip of the
Omani peninsula, according
to vessel-tracking data com-
piled by Bloomberg.

India is heavily dependent
on LPG imports from the
Persian Gulf and has faced an
acute shortage of the fuel,
with only a handful of vessels
making the journey through
Hormuz, usually after talks
between New Delhi and
Tehran.

The additional cargoes
will be met with relief,
though they will cover only a
day or so of the country’s
demand.
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Volatile but firm

CRUDE CHECK. Bullish bias on; consider buying

—
Akhil Nallamuthu
bl. research bureau

Crude oil prices saw consider-
able volatility last week
Brent crude oil futures on the In-
tercontinental Exchange (ICE)
($105.30/barrel) was down 6.1
per cent whereas crude oil fu-
tures in the domestic market
(X9,395/barrel) gained a mar-
ginal 1.5 per cent.

BRENT FUTURES ($105.30)
Brent crude oil futures tumbled
over 10 per cent last Monday. It
then slipped further to a low
of $93.45 on Wednesday. At that
point the bears gave up and the
bulls took over again, leading toa
rally in the second half of last
week.

Aiding the rebound was the
support band of $93.50-95. Until
this price region stays relevant,
the trend will remain bullish.

Brent crude futures is expec-
ted to rally from the current level
of $105.30 to touch $124, a key
price level. A breakout of this can
take the contract to $130.

MCX-CRUDE OIL (¥9,395)
Similar to Brent crude futures,
MCX crude oil futures (April)

@ t||\|‘ o
mﬂnm\hl\hm

lost about 10 per cent last
Monday. But it recovered from
the low of 8,072 made on
Monday and reclaimed the
¥9,000-mark in subsequent ses-
sions. This shows that the bulls
only faced a temporary setback.

The chart denotes that the
contract has a support at 38,000
and the 21-day moving average
lies at 8,200, effectively making
the price band of ¥8,000-8,200 a
demand zone. Hence, bulls are
expected to be in charge until
18,000 holds well.

We expect crude oil futures to
rally to 10,300 soon. A breakout
of this can take it further higher
to ¥10,800.

Trade strategy: Go long at
¥9,000 and %8,600. Stop-loss can
be ¥8,000. On a rally to 310,000,
revise the stop-loss to 39,500.
Book profitsat ¥10,500.



Kishan Reddy
denies fuel
shortage reports

—
Our Bureau
Hyderabad

Union Minister for Coal and
Mines G Kishan Reddy has
dispelled fears of petrol,
diesel and LPG shortages in
Telangana, assuring the pub-
lic that supplies are continu-
ing smoothly across the
country.

Referring to the wide-
spread concerns over the last
few days, the Minister
blamed them on social media
and asserted that there was
no problem with the availab-
ility of oil and LPG.
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No fuel shortage, action being
taken against hoarders: CM

TriBUNE NEwWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MARCH 28

Following long queues out-
side petrol pumps across the
state, Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Satur-
day assured there is no short-
age of petrol, diesel or cook-
ing gasin the state and there
is no need to panic. He
warned those involved in
black marketing and hoard-
ing of petroleum products.
He said strict action would be
taken against anyone found
guilty. The Chief Minister
was addressing a press con-
ference in Chandigarh.

Saini said that amid the
warlike situation in West
Asia, some people are spread-
ing misinformation about
shortage of essential com-
modities. But everything is
normal in the country and
the state. He thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
reducing excise duty on
petroleum products, stating
that it would help keep the
prices of diesel, petrol and
gas stable for the public.

He informed that he has
held meetings with petrole-
um companies. The supply
situation of petrol, diesel and
gas in the state isthe same as
1t was four months ago. Ade-
quate stock is available.
There are 4032 government
petrol pumps in the state
with an average daily sale of
4,804 kilolitres of petrol and
12,003 kilolitres of diesel.

0il marketing companies
have increased terminal
operations, sped up dis-
patches, deployed field offi-
cers and prioritised morning
supplies, ensuring normal-
cy, he informed.

Regarding cooking gas, he
said the situation is satisfac-
tory. The state receives
about two lakh cylinders
daily and distributes around
1.9 lakh cylinders. Adequate

CM Nayab Singh Saini in Chandigarh on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

stock is available at bottling
plants, and refill norms of 25
days in urban areas and 45
daysin rural areas are being
followed. The supply of
commercial LPG is also on
with special attention to
hospitals, schools and
essential institutions.

He added that currently,
1.73 lakh commercial cylin-
ders are in stock. The central
government has implement-
ed a 70 per cent allocation
framework for commeraal
LPG. He thanked the Prime
Minister, noting that domes-
tic LPG production has been
increased from 40 per centto
reduce import dependency.

The Chief Minister said
strict action 1s being taken
against black marketing and
hoarding. As of March 24,
928 LPG cylinders and four
vehicles have been seized,
66 accused have been identi-
fied and eight FIRs have
been registered.

He said police patroling
has been intensified in sensi-
tive areas and strict action is
being taken against rumour-
mongers. To ensure uninter-
rupted gas supply, the state
has also reduced the lease
rent for laying PNG pipelines
from Rs 3 lakh per kilometre
for 10 years in advance to Rs
1,000 per kilometre as a one-
time charge, benefiting both

companies and consumers.

Currently, Haryana has
28377 km of PNG pipeline.
The state aims to achieve
13.34 lakh PNG connections,
out of which 5.6 lakh have
been installed and 3.32 lakh
are operational. Work is
underway to activate the
remaining cormections. The
government has also intro-
duced deemed permission to
accelerate PNG  expansion
and domestic connections
are expected to double in the
nextthree months.

There are 586 CNG stations
in the state, and pipeline
expansion is progressing rap-
1dly in districts such as Bhi-
wani, Palwal, Faridabad,
Gurugram, Hisar, Jhajjar,
Kamal and Kaithal.

In terms of natural gas
infrastructure, Haryana has
strong pipeline networks,
including a 455 km Chhain-
sa—~Jhajjar-Hisar pipeline, a
921 km Dadri-Bawana-Nan-
gal pipeline and a 132 km
Dadri-Panipat pipeline, he
said. Petroleum product
pipelines such as Rewari-
Kanpur, Jamnagar-Loni and
Mundra-Delhi are fully func-
tional and the Piyala-Jewar
pipeline is under construc-
tion. “Owverall, the supply of
petrol, diesel and LPG in
Haryanais stable. Thereisno

Sun,

The Tribune
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https://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/79494861

need to panic,” Saini said.



2 India-bound
LPG tankers
exit Strait

of Hormuz

TWO LIQUEFIED petro-
leum gas tankers, BW EIm
and BWTyr, are crossing
the Strait of Hormuz
bound for India, accord-
ing to ship tracking data
from LSEG and Kpler.

Iran said this week
that “non-hostile vessels”
may transit the waterway
if they coordinate with
Iranian authorities.

The two India-flagged
vessels have crossed the
Gulf area and are in the
eastern Straitof Hormuz,
the data showed. India is
gradually moving its
stranded LPG cargoes out
from the strait, with four
LPG tankersmoved sofar.
As of Friday, 20 Indian-
flagged ships were
stranded, the shipping
ministrysaid. REUTERS
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PNG demand spikes in Hubballi
amid West_Asm crisis concerns

B. Kishan Singh
HUBBALLI

Escalating geopolitical ten-
sions in West Asia are send-
ing ripples of panic through
Hubballi, prompting a sud-
den surge in demand for
Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
connections.

Fearing an impending short-
age of Liquefied Petroleum
Gas (LPG) cylinders due to
the ongoing conflicts involv-
ing Israel, the US, and Iran,
panicked consumers and
commercial establishments
are making a frantic dash to
secure piped gas lines.

‘While authorities main-
tain there is currently no
supply issue for domestic
LPG cylinders, the anxiety
has already taken hold.

The rush is particularly
noticeable among hotel and
restaurant owners who are
already facing friction in
commercial LPG supplies,
driving them to IOAGPL (In-
dianOil-Adani Gas Private
Limited) offices in Shirur
Park to apply for immediate
PNG connections.

Speaking to News Trail,
Vinod Papal, (I}eneral Man-

ager of IOAGPL, Hubballi,
noted the stark shift in con-

sumer behavior. "Initially,
people didn't have much in-
terest in PNG," Papal stated.
He had previously noted
that many of the city's con-
nected residents treated
their traditional LPG setups
as a "luxury” or habit, reluc-
tant to make the switch.

"Now, due to the problem
in LPG supply. people are
panicked," Papal explained.
"Applications are coming
daily to get connections for
homes and hotels.

Looking at the demand
coming from consumers, by
the end of this year, 2,000
new connections might

need to be given." Officials
report receiving 8 to 10 new
applications daily from anx-
ious residents and business
owners.

The PNG pipeline pro-
ject, which began eight
years ago with an invest
ment of approximately Rs
200 crore, currently has
the infrastructure capacity
to support 20,000 connec-
tions. However, Papal clari-
fied that out of these 20,000
available connections, only
14,000 households and com-
mercial outlets are actively
utilizing the piped gas, leav-
ing 6,000 households that
have the infrastructure but
have delayed filling out the

final activation forms.

Currently, the pipeline
services select areas includ-
ing Badami Nagar, Renuka
Nagar, Manjunath Nagar,
Shirur Park, Bairidevarkop-
pa, Navanagar, and Dhar-
wad's Gandhi Nagar and
Narayanapura.

Meanwhile, major com-
mercial hubs dense with
hotels, such as Chennamma
Circle in Hubballi and Sub-
has Road in Dharwad, are
still awaiting pipeline instal-
lation. Driven by the sudden
consumer enthusiasm, of-
ficials state that laying pipe-
lines in these remaining ar-
eas is being expedited.

Addressing concerns over
the gas supply itself, Papal
outlined the sector's cur-
rent sourcing. The region
requires 200 Million Metric
Standard Cubic Meters per
Day (MMSCMD). Exactly
50% of this supply is pro-
duced domestically within
India. This domestic gas is
routed from Dabhol in Ma-
harashtra, traveling through
Kolhapur and Belagavi into
Hubballi, before continuing
onward to Bengaluru and
Mangaluru.
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GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat to add 50K PNG
connections in 10 days

Gujarat Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi
on Saturday assured ci-
tizens of adequate av-
ailability of cooking gas
and fuel across the state,
and urged them not to
heed rumours.-
Addressing a press co-
nference, Sanghavi said
the state government has
taken multiple steps to
ensure uninterrupted
supply of LPG, PNG, CNG,
and petrol, while also
cracking down on black
marketing and misi-
nformation.The Deputy
CM said Gujarat accounts
for nearly 23% of the
country’'s PNG (Piped
Natural  Gas) conn-
ections. As part of an
accelerated push, around
14,350 commercial co-
nnections in Ahmedabad
will be shifted to PNG
within the next 60 days.In
line with the Prime Mi-
nister’'s call to expand
PNG coverage, more than
12,000 new household
PNG connections and over
300 commercial con-
nections have been pr-
ovided in the last 10 days.
The state aimsto add over
50,000 new PNG con-
nections in the next 410
days.
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No fuel shortage in Haryana: CM

Express News Service
Chandigarh, March 28

A DAY after participating in a
meeting with PM Narendra
Modi regarding preparedness in
the wake of the ongoing West
Ada crisis, Haryana Chief Min-
isterNayab Singh Saini on Satur-
day redterated that the stocks of
fuel, LPG, and PNGinthe state
were adequate.

Revealing the current stock
figures, Saini told reportersin
Chandigarh that he had held
meetingswith petroleum firms,
and the supply of petrol, diesel
and gas in Haryana is the same
as it was four months ago.

“Adequate gock isavailable,
Thereare 4,032 government pet-
rol pumps in Haryana, with an

average daily sale of 4,804 kilo-
lit res of petrol and 12,003 kilo-
litres of diesel. Oil marketing
firms have increased terminal
operations, sped up dispatches,
deployed field officersand prio-
ritized morning supplies, ensur-
ing normaley,” Saini said.

Regarding cooking gas, the
chief minister said, “The situ-
ation is fully satisfactory. Ha-
rvana receives about 2 lakh cyl-
inders daily and distributes
around 1.9 lakh cylinders. Ad-
equate stock is avail able at bott-
ling plants, and refillnorms of 25
days in urban areas and 45 days
inruralareasarebeing followed,
Supply of commercial LPG is
also ongoing, with special atten-
tdontohospitals schools, and es-
sential institutions...”

During the interaction, he
said that police patrolling has
been intensified in sensitive
areas, and strict action is being
taken against rumour-mongers.

“Currently, Haryana has
28,377 kilometres of PN G pipe-
line, The state aims to achieve
13,33,603 PNG connections, out
of which 5,59,761 have been in-
stalled and 3,32.162 are oper-
ational. Work isunderwayto ac-
tivate the remaining
connections. The government
hasalsointroduced deemed per-
mission to accelerate PNG ex-
pansion, and domestic connec-
tions are expected to double in
the next three months..” he said.

He urged the Opposition
leaders to avoid misleading the
public by spreading umours.



Twomore LPG
tankers pass via
Strait of Hormuz

India hasbeen engaged with Iran at the diplomatic level for safe
passage of its ships. reUTms

Sukalp Sharma
New Dethi, March 28

TWO MORE India-flagged
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
tankers that had been an-
chored in the Persian Gulf
crossed overto the east of the
Strait of Hormuz on Sarurday
afternoon, according to ship
trackingdata.

The two tankers—BW Elm
and BW Tyr—were broadcast-
ingthrough their transponders
that they were Indian ships
with Indiancrew; in an evident
effort to identify themselvesto
Iranian authorities keeping a
dose watchonthe Strait of Hor-
muz, that is a critical choke-
point for global energy flows
from West Asia.

Such identity broadcasts
have become a standard of
sorIts ameng vessels crossing
the strait in coordination with
Iranian authorities. BW Elm
and BW Tyr follow four India-
flagzed LPG tankers—Shivalik,
Nanda Devi, Jag Vasant, and
Pine Gas—that had transited
the Strait of Hormuz over the
past fortnight.

India has been engaged
withIran at thediplomatic level
for safe passage of its ships
through the Strait of Hormuz,
where vessel movements have
effectively come to a haltamid
theongoing West Asia war.

Earlierthis week, Iran said
that non-hostilevesselslinked to
countries other than the US, Is-
rael, andrheiralliescancrossthe
strait in coordination with Ira-
nian aut horities.

Iran's Foreign Minister

| Abbas Araghchirecently said

the straitremains operational for
nations that have engaged with
Tehran and are considered
friendly, adding that vessels
from China, Russia, India, Traq,
and Pakistan had been allowed
to move their vessels from
through the maritime choke-
point, according toIranian State
TV.

According to the Shipping
Ministry, as of Friday, 20 India-
flagged vessels—including five
LPGtankers — were in the Per-
sian Gulf.

‘With BW Elm and BW Tyr
havingcrossed over, thenumber
of Indian ships to the eastofthe
Strait of Hormuz now stands at
18, including three LPG tankers,
fourcrude oil tankers, one lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) tanker,
one chemical products, three
container ships, two bulk car-
riers, and three vessels under-
£oing routine maintenance.

Scoresofvesselsarestranded
inthePersian Gulf since the war
began, withonly a fewbeingable
to safely transit its fraught
waters. BWEImand BW Tyr are
owned by Chennai-based LPG
shipping company BW Global
United LPG, according toship-
pingdatabases.

Thetwotankers havedead-
weight capacities of over
58,000 tonnes each. Dead-
weight tonnage is the total
weight avessel can carry, in-
cludingcargo, fuel, freshwater,
ballast water, provisions, and
crew. The tankers areestimated
tobe carrying LPG worth over
a day of India's pre-West Asia
War consumption.
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@ Hinhustan Times

Min urges Centre to

ensure LPG supply
for student groups

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi food and civil
supplies minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa on Saturday raised
the issue of making cooking fuel
accessible for students living in
the national capital.

“Keeping in mind the needs of
lakhs of students residing in
Delhi who have come from
across the country, it is our duty
to stand by them in their strug-
gles. Iurged the Centre to ensure
easy availability of 5kg gas cylin-
ders for them,” the minister said
during a meeting at Vigyan
Bhawan with Union ministers
Manohar Lal Khattar, Hardeep
Singh Puri and Pralhad Joshi.

Discussions were held on
expanding piped natural gas
(PNG) services and ensuring
continuity of essential supplies
in Delhi. Sirsa also welcomed the
Centre’s decision to increase the
commercial LPG allocation to
70% amid ongoing supply con-
cerns. He added that while
migrant workers and labour-in-
tensive sectors such as steel and
textiles have been prioritised,
similar consideration should be
extended to students. He also
reiterated the Prime Minister's
assurance that no citizen would
face hardship in accessing essen-

IARI takes back its
order of switching

toonline classes

NEW DELHI: The Indian
Agricultural Research
Institute (IARI) in Delhi
withheld its March 25
directive to students
enrolled in undergradu-
ate programs, first-year
master's, and first-year
PhD courses to switch to
online classes starting
April 6. In a statement on
March 28, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers
‘Welfare reiterated that
the IARI has withdrawn
its notice and restored
full campus operations,
including hostel and
mess facilities for all
batches. Students said
the order was withdrawn
after they raised exam-
related concerns.  HTC

tial services. “The Delhi govern-
ment is maintaining strict vigi-
lance against hoarding while
strengthening supply mecha-
nisms. Continuous monitoring is
being undertaken to ensure
smooth availability and prevent
any disruption,” he said.
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Civic bodies, agencies
asked to expedite
clearances for PNG

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid ashortage
of cooking gas cylinders, ur-
ban development minister
Manohar Lal Saturday nudg-
ed municipal bodies and oth-
er agencies to expedite clear-
ances for piped natural gas
(PNG), as local body approv-
als often delay clearances for
expansion. i
Setting a target to
add 50 lakh new
piped gas connec-
tions to the existing
base of 1.6 crore,
Khattar called for
accelerating expansion on a
mission mode, and under-
lined the need for single-win-
dow approvals and integra-
tion with urban planning.
Gas supply to households
and improving flow to busi-
nesses is a priority for govt,
with an informal group of
ministers (IGoM) on the We-
st Asia crisis also taking sto-
ck of risks to energy suppli-
es, robustness of India’s sup-

ply chains, while reviewing
domesticavailability of esse-
ntial commodities and criti-
cal infrastructure resilience.

Chairing the IGoM'’s
meeting, defence minister
Rajnath Singh emphasised
the “need for a proactive, co-
ordinated and forward-look-
ing approach, and under-
scored the importance of re-
maining vigilant in
view of the evolving sce-
nario”. In a statement,
the petroleum ministry
said the defence minis-
try has made a short-
term policy tweak to
fast-track PNG infrastruc-
ture in its residential areas
and unit lines. It will grant
approvals within 24 hours
and waive road restoration
charges for city gas distribu-
tion companies, which will
restore public assets at their
own cost. It will also allow
useof defenceland forlaying
underground pipelines and
valve chambers at a reduced
annual licence fee.
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Maharashtra seeks Centre’s
help to expand PNG network

Express News Service
Mumbai, March 28

TO EXPAND the PNG network
in Maharashtra, the Centre's
technology infrastructure and
financial assistance will be
necessary, Minister for Food
and Civil Supplies Chhagan
Bhujbal said on Saturday.
Atameeting held at Vigyan
Bhawan in Delhi, Bhujbal, rep-
resenting Maharashtra,
flagged concerns regarding
hurdle-free supply of LPG and
PNG to both residential and

commercial establishments.
He also urged the central gov-
ernment to ensure expansion
of PNG connections within a
time-bound manner in Maha-
rashtra.

Union Minister for Urban
Development and Housing Ma-
noharlal Khattar and Petro-
leum Minister Hardeep Puri
alongwith senior officials of oil
and natural gas companies ad-
dressed the meeting.

According to Bhujbal, “The
central issue discussed at the
meeting was how to ensure

clean fuel and expand the con-
nectivity of PNG network."

Bhujbal said he raised sev-
eral key issues at the meeting,

Speaking to media after the
meeting Bhujbal said, “T urged
the central government to en-
sure rapid expansion of PNG.
The government should make
PNG mandatory in all new
housing projects.”

However, he said, “In old
housing societies which are
existing, special campaign
should be launched to promote
PNG connection."
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LPG supplies may
stop in 3 mths, apply
for piped gas: Min

Privanka.Kakodkar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Food and civil
supplies minister Chhagan
Bhujbal said on Saturday that
LPG supplies may dry up in
the next three months in the
backdrop of the US-Iran war
and there should be an incre-
ased focus on switching to pi-
pednatural gas (PNG).

“Wehavehad adiscussion
in Delhi with the food and ci-
vil supplies minister and pet-
roleum minister. PNG is che-
aper and should be used as
much as possible. According
to their circular, it’s possible
that LPG supplies will stop in
the next three months. By
then, people should apply for
PNG connections where it is
possible,” said Bhujbal.

He said in urban areas,
where piped gas is available
in municipal areas, it should
be made mandatory. “In mu-
nicipalities where PNG is av-
ailable, it should be made ma-
ndatory for the occupation
certificate. Like water supply
connections are required be-
fore occupation certificates
are given,” said Bhujbal. He
also said permissions should
be speeded up for laying new

FIR against six
CNG staffers for
pushing officer

Vasai: Police haveregistered
an FIR against six staff mem-
bers of a CNG pump located
in Nalasopara (E) for alleged-
ly assaulting a govt officer
andovercharging customers.
Bhagwat Sonar, a food
supply inspection officer,had
conducted araid on Saturday,
following multiple compla-
ints of overcharging. Sonar
allegedly found that custo-
mers were being charged Rs
30 to Rs 50 extra per refill de-
spitefixedrates. Inavideore-
corded by Sonar, the staffers
areseen confrontinghimina
hostile manner. Sonar alle-
ged he was physically assaul-
ted during the incident.
—Vishal Rajemahadik

PNG lines. “Permissions are
required from an adjoining
building which has a PNG
connection. They often resist
this because they fear their
own supply will reduce. Such
permissions should be done
away with,” he said.
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Civic bodies, agencies
asked to expedite
clearances for PNG

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid ashortage
of cooking gas cylinders, ur-
ban development minister
Manohar Lal Saturday nudg-
ed municipal bodies and oth-
er agencies to expedite clear-
ances for piped natural gas
(PNG), as local body approv-

als often delay clearances for

expansion.

Setting atarget to
add 50 lakh new
piped gas connec-
tions to the existing
base of 1.6 crore,
Khattar called for
accelerating expansion on a
mission mode, and under-
lined the need for single-win-
dow approvals and integra-
tion with urban planning.

Gas supply to households
and improving flow to busi-
nesses is a priority for govt,
with an informal group of
ministers (IGoM) on the We-
st Asia crisis also taking sto-
ck of risks to energy suppli-
es, robustness of India’s sup-

ply chains, while reviewing
domesticavailability of esse-
ntial commodities and criti-
cal infrastructureresilience.

Chairing the IGoM’s
meeting, defence minister
Rajnath Singh emphasised
the “need for a proactive, co-
ordinated and forward-look-
ing approach, and under-
scored the importance of re-
maining vigilant in
view of the evolving sce-
nario”. In a statement,
the petroleum ministry
said the defence minis-
try has made a short-
term policy tweak to
fast-track PNG infrastruc-
ture in its residential areas
and unit lines. It will grant
approvals within 24 hours
and waive road restoration
charges for city gas distribu-
tion companies, which will
restore public assets at their
own cost. It will also allow
use of defenceland forlaying
underground pipelines and
valve chambers at a reduced
annual licence fee.
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