LPG boost for_ﬂhq’_ce_ls, canteens

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Union Government on
saturday increased the alloca-
tion of commercial LPG by an
additional 20 per cent bring-
ing up the total allocation to
50 per cent. The additional
allocation will be subject to
commercial establishments
registering with Qil Marketing
Companies (OMC) and apply-
ing for Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) connection, according
to a letter written by the oil
secretary to States.

“The additional allocation
of 20 per cent shall be given
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on priority to the following
sectors — restaurants, dhabas,
hotels, industrial canteen,
food processing/dairy, sub-
sidised canteens|outlets run
by State Governments or local
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cylinders in Noida

bodies for food, community
kitchens, skg FTL for migrant
laborers along with mea-
sures to ensure no diver-
sion,” the letter read.
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LPG boost for hotels,
canteens

Earher, the Covernment had offered an addi-
tiomal 10 per cent, subject to states expedit-
ing PMC projects.

OMCs are bo register such customers and
keep a record of the sector they operate in
the end-use of LPG and annual weight
requirement of PG aof that customer In
respedtive databaseis).

The letter larther stated that no fuel
shortages have been reported at retail
outlets, and the public has been advised
againsl panic buying. Natural gas supplies
to priority segmicnts, Inchuding domestic PNG
and CNG tramsport, are being fully main-
tained, while industrial consumers are
receiving about 80 per cent of their
usual supply.

HMeanwhile, refimers in india have started
contemplating buying Iranian ail afrer USon
Saturday remowed sanctions on [ranian oil
al sea Refiners ane awaiting Government
directions and clarity from Washington an
details such a3 payment teems abe.

On Friday, US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent penmitted the sale af lranian oil cur-
rently stranded at sea, reversing
Washington's langstanding policy,
Explaining the mowve, Bessent said the step
i intended to inject additional supply inta
global markess.
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Commercial LPG allocation hiked
to 50% as domestic output improves

The War in the Middle East disrupted energy supplies to India, leading
to initial curtailment in LPG supplies to commercial establishments

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has approved an addi-
tional 20 per cent allocation of
commercial LPG to states and
Union Territories, taking the
total allocation to 50 per cent,
as increased domestic output is
helping the situation crawl back
to normalcy.

The three-week-long war
in the Middle East disrupted
energy supplies to India, lead-
ing to initial curtailment in
LPG supplies to commercial
establishments like hotels to
prioritize supplies to house-
hold kitchens.

Later, a fifth of their supplies
were restored, and the govern-
ment offered an additional 10
per cent, subject to states expe-
diting piped gas projects.

On Saturday, the govern-
ment announced a 20 per cent
enhanced allocation to key sec-
tors such as restaurants, hotels,
industrial canteens, food pro-
cessing  units, community
kitchens and subsidised food
outlets, while also supporting
migrant workers through tar-
geted distribution.

The additional allocation

Later, a fifth of their supplies were
restored, and the government offered
an additional 10 per cent, subject to
states expediting piped gas projects

» Additional allocation will
be subject to commercial
establishments
registering with oil firms
& applying for a piped
neitural gas connection

» An offidal statement
said domestic LPG
supply remains
stable, with no
reported shortages
at distributorships

» To ease supply
pressures, govt is also
promoting shift towards
PNG, particularly
for commercial
establishments

will be subject to commercial
establishments registering with
oil companies and applying for
a piped natural gas connection,
according to a letter written by
the oil secretary to states.

An official statement said
domestic LPG supply remains
stable, with no reported short-
ages at distributorships and

normal delivery operations
continuing,

Panic bookings have
declined, and citizens have been
advised to avoid crowding and
rely on home delivery.

To ease supply pressures, the
government is also promoting a
shift towards piped natural gas
(PNG), particularly for com-

mercial establishments, and has
urged states to expedite approv-
als for city gas distribution net-
works. In parallel, all refineries
are operating at high capacity
with adequate crude invento-
ries, ensuring sufficient avail-
ability of petrol and diesel.

No fuel shortages have been
reported at retail outlets, and the

public has been advised against
panic buying, it said.

Natural gas supplies to
priority segments, including
domestic PNG and CNG trans-
port, are being fully maintained,
while industrial consumers are
receiving about 80 per cent of
their usual supply.

Additional steps include
increased domestic LPG pro-
duction, extended book-
ing intervals, and allocation
of extra kerosene supplies to
states to provide alternative fuel
options.

States and Union Territories
have been directed to maintain
strict vigilance against hoarding
and black marketing, it said,
adding more than 3,500 raids
have been conducted nation-
wide, leading to the seizure of
around 1,400 LPG cylinders.

Most states have also set up
control rooms and district-level
monitoring committees to over-
see supply and distribution.

In the maritime sector, the
government said 22 Indian-
flagged vessels with 611 sea-
farers remain in the western
Persian Gulf region, with no
reported incidents in the past
24 hours.
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NDMC fast-tracks
PNG expansion
amid gas crisis

ANAMTA FATIMA

NEW DELHI: The New
Delhi Municipal Council has
initiated a series of measures
to accelerate the expansion
of Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
connections across its juris-
diction, aiming to ensure
cleaner and more acces-
sible fuel for residents and
establishments.

The move comes amid
disruptions in conventional
fuel supply and is expected
to promote PNG as a reliable
and environmentally friendly
alternative. The civic body
has granted a three-month
waiver on road restoration
charges for pipeline-laying
works undertaken by Indra-
prastha Gas Limited, a step
intended to reduce proce-
dural delays and encourage
faster infrastructure rollout.

According to officials,
permissions for road cut-
ting related to PNG pipe-
line installation will now
be issued within 24 hours
of receiving complete appli-
cations. Departments have
been directed to maintain
close coordination to ensure
seamless execution of proj-
ects and minimise inconve-
nience to the public.

The council has
also instructed
that all excavation
sites be promptly
backfilled and
restored within a
fixed timeframe
to prevent traffic
disruptions

The council has also
instructed that all excava-
tion sites be promptly back-
filled and restored within a
fixed timeframe to prevent
traffic disruptions and safety
hazards. Road divisions have
been asked to prioritise res-
toration work to maintain
normalcy in affected areas.

The initiative is expected
to significantly enhance the
pace of PNG connectiv-
ity in New Delhi, ensuring
wider access to clean energy
while reducing dependence
on conventional fuels. Offi-
cials said the decision reflects
a citizen-centric approach,
balancing infrastructure
development with public
convenience and environ-
mental sustainability.
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Raids continue to checkhoarding,
black marketmg of LPG,says Centre

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 21 March

he government on

Saturday said that

raids continue tobe

carried out in many
of the states and Union
Territories (UTs) tocheck the
hoarding and black marketing
of LPG.

More than 3,500 raids have
been conducted and around
1400 cylinders have been
seized in Uttar Pradesh,
Telanganaand Maharashtra,
etc.

"All the States/UTs
governments are requested
to conduct regular raids so
that black marketing and
hoardings can be arrested.”
said Petroleum Ministry.

PSU ol marketingcompanies
(OMCs) officials have conducted
surprise inspections at more
than 2,000 retail outlets and

LPG distributorships across
the country toensure smooth
supplies and to check any
hoardings/black marketing
cases, it added.

Despite this war situation,
the government has given
highest priority to domestic
LPG and PNG, along with

high priority to hospitals and
educational institutions.
“Thegovernment has already
implemented several
rationalisation measures on
boththesupply and demand
side, including enhancing
refinery production, increasing
the booking interval from 21

MORETHAN 3,500 RAIDS
HAVE BEEN CONDUCTEDAND
AROUND 1,400 CYLINDERS
SEIZED IN UTTAR PRADESH,
TELANGANAAND
MAHARASHTRA, ETC.

to25daysinurbanareasand
up to 45 days in rural areas
and prioritising sectors for
supply.” it informed.

Alternate fuel options like
kerosene and coal have been
offered to ease pressure on
LPG demand. Additional
allocation of 48,000 KL of
kerosene, over and above the
regular allocation, has been
made to all the states/UTs.

States/UTs have been
requested toidentity locations
indistricts for distribution of
kerosene.

Notably, Ministry of Coal
has already issued order to
Coal India and Singareni

Coallieries to allot higher
quantities to States for
distributing coal to small,
mediumand other consumers.

States have been advised
to facilitate the new PNG
connections for bothdomestic
and commercial consumers.
A proposal for 10 per cent
additional allocation of
commercial LPG has been
made to the States facilitating
and expediting the process.

“The government istaking
all necessary steps o ensure
uninterrupted availability and
delivery of LPG cylinders to
households;citizens areadvised
torely only onofficial sources
and avoid rumours. Citizens
are requested to avoid panic
bookings, use digital modes
for LPGbookings, and refrain
fromvisiting distributorships;
home delivery of cylinders is
being ensured,” said the official
statement.
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NDMCwaivesroadrestoration
chargestofast-track PNG expansion

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 2iMarch

In view of the prevailing
circumstancesand in the larger
publicinterest, the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
hasissued acircular tofacilitate
the speedy expansion of Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) connections
within its jurisdiction by
Indraprastha Gas Limited
(IGL).

“The decisionaimstoensure
the expeditious execution of
pipeline works sothat residents
and establishments can receive
PNG connections without
unnecessary delay,” NDMC
said in a statement.

Asper thedirections issued,
the road restoration charges
applicable for laying IGL

pipelines for PNG connections
have been waived for a period
of three months from the date
of issuance of the circular.

This step hasbeen taken to
accelerate the pace of
infrastructure development
and promote the use of cleaner
and more convenient fuel
AMONg CONSLUITIETS.

NDMC has further directed
that permission for road cutting
related to IGL pipeline laying
willbe granted within 24 hours
of receiving acomplete request,
along with instructions to
commence work immediately.

The move is intended to
remove procedural delays and
ensure smooth coordination
between departments.

IGL has been instructed to
undertake the work on a priority

basis by deploying adequate
manpower and resources, and
to ensure that all excavated
portions are properly backfilled
and secured without delay to
avoid inconvenience to the
public. The concerned road
divisions of NDMC have also
been directed to carry out
restoration of affected road
stretches on priority and within
a fixed timeframe, so that
disruption to traffic and
inconvenience to the general
public are minimised.

All officers and officials
concerned have been instructed
to ensure strict compliance
with these directions with
immediateeffect. The circular
hasbeen issued with the prior
approval of the competent
authority of NDMC.
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Restaurants body flags LPG
shortage in States; seeks
‘essential’ status for industry

—
Our Bureau
MNew Delhi

The National Restaurant As-
sociation of India has flagged
concerns about the impact of
the shortage of commercial
LPG on the industry in many
States. It has been pointed
out that the industry should
be considered among the
“essential” sectors for alloc-
ation of commercial LPG.

In a social media poston X
on Friday, NRAI stated, “We
thank the Central Govern-
ment for its efforts and ap-
preciate the Delhi Govern-
ment for allowing 42 per
cent LPG supply to restaur-
ants. However, restaurants
across other States continue
to face severe shortages... we
urge the Central Govern-
ment to extend this support
across all States and recog-
nise restaurants as
essential.”

STATE-LEVEL ISSUES

Sources said that despite dir-
ections from the Centre to
States to allocate LPG to the
restaurant industry, many
States have been unable to
do so, leading to a severe
shortage. Industry bodies
have also been engaging with
Chief Secretaries of various
States to seek respite on the
allocation of commercial

Significant
business losses,
estimated at
25-30 per cent
across India,
says Shetty

LPG, sources added.

Earlier this week, Pradeep
Shetty of Hotel and Restaur-
ant Association (Western In-
dia) had said that the LPG
shortage has led to signific-
ant business losses, estim-
ated at 25-30 per cent across
India, with widespread oper-
ational disruptions including
shorter service hours, lim-
ited menus, event cancella-
tions... and declining occu-
pancy levels in hotels. The
crisis has also led to higher
operating costs as busi-
nesses attempt to manage
limited resources and ex-
plore alternative arrange-
ments, he added.

The Association has also
written to the Maharashtra
government requesting an
extension or staggered pay-
ment of the Annual Licence
Fee in the wake of the ongo-
ing disruption in commercial
LPG supply, which has
severely impacted the hos-
pitality sector across the
State and the country.
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Uptrend continues

CRUDE CHECK. Buy crude futures on a dip

—
Akhil Nallamuthu
bl. research bureau

Crude oil prices ended higher
last week despite high volatility.
Brent crude oil futures on the In-
tercontinental Exchange (ICE)
(8112.2/barrel) was up 8.8 per
cent whereas crude oil futures in
the domestic market (39,258/
barrel) gained 3.5 per cent.

BRENT FUTURES ($112.2)
Brent crude oil futures, after
opening with a gap-up last
Monday, reversed direction and
declined in the same session.

However, it managed to stay
above the $100-mark. It then re-
covered in the subsequent ses-
sions to hit a high of $119.13 for
the week on Thursday before
closingat $112.2 on Friday.

The chart shows that the trend
remains bullish and there is a
chance for the contract to touch
$124in the near term. A breakout
of this can take it higher to $130.

On the other hand, if the sup-
port at $100 is breached, Brent
crude futures can decline to $95
and $88.

MCX-CRUDE OIL (¥9,258)
Crude oil futures (April) posted a
weekly gain of 3.5 per cent. How-

ever, the price movement
through the week shows that the
trend was flat and the weekly
gain was largely due to the rally
on Friday.

However, the broader trend is
positive and a weekly close above
9,000 substantiates the same.
Going ahead, we can expect the
contract to rally to ¥10,300. A
breach of this can take crude oil
futures to ¥10,800.

But if the price drops from the
current level, the contract can
find support at 8,500 and
£8,000. A breakdown of the latter
can lead to a deeper fall, possibly
to ¥7,000.

Nevertheless, as it stands, the
outlook is positive.

Trade strategy: Go long at
¥9,000 with a stop-loss at ¥8,300.
On a rally to 10,000, revise the
stop-loss to ¥9,500. Book profits
at10,300.
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Govtapproves additional
20% LPG allocation
for commercial users

—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

The government has allotted
an additional 20 per cent of li-
quefied petroleum gas (LPG)
to commercial users, bringing
the overall allocation to 40 per
cent. This additional quantity
will be supplied to States,
which will allocate it to hotels,
restaurants, and other
establishments.

Separately, the Centreis also
allocating another 10 per cent
of LPGto States based on piped
natural gas (PNG) expansion.

OVERALL ALLOCATION
In a Saturday order, the Centre
allowed another 20 per cent al-
location of commercial LPG to
States, bringing the overall al-
location to 50 per cent, the
Ministry of Petroleum & Nat-
ural Gas said.

This additional allocation
shall give priority to sectors
such as restaurants, dhabas,
hotels, industrial canteens,
food processing/dairy units,
subsidised  canteens/outlets
run by State government or
local bodies for food, com-
munity kitchens, and 5 kg FTL
for migrant labourers, itadded.

Twenty States and UTs have
issued orders to allocate non-
domestic LPG in line with the
Centre’s guidelines. In the re-
maining States/UTs, PSU oil
marketing companies (OMCs)
are releasing commercial LPG
cylinders.

A total of around 13,479
tonnes of LPG has been lifted
by commerecial entities in the
States/UTs over the last week.
Educational institutions and

hospitals have been prioritised,
with around 50 per cent of the
total commercial LPG alloca-
tion going to these sectors.

SUPPLY CONCERNS

Even as LPG supply remains a
concern due to the prevailing
geopolitical situation, no dry-
outs have been reported at
distributorships.

Despite the Gulf war, the
government has given the
highest priority to domestic
LPGand PNG,aswell astohos-
pitals and educational institu-
tions. Commercial consumers
in major cities and urban areas
have been requested to switch
toPNG.

Restaurants flag LPG shortage p12

—
US eases oil
sanctions on Iran

Reuters

The Trump administration on
Friday waived sanctions on the
purchase of Iranian il at sea
for 30 days inits latest attempt
to ease oil prices that have
been driven up by the
US-Israeli war on Iran.

The waiver will bring some
140 million barrels of oil to
global markets and help relieve
pressure on energy supplies,
US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent posted on X.

The licence, posted to the
Treasury Department’s
website after market hours,
said Iranian oil can beimported
into the US under the waiver
when necessary to complete
its sale or delivery.

Details p12
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Centre looks to speed up city gas
network as LPG challenges loom

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

Faced with limited sup-
plies of liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG), the Oil
Ministry has chalked out a
plan to fast track laying of
city gas  distribution
(CGD) infrastructure.

The Centre has advised
all ministries and depart-
ments concerned to fast
track all pending and new
applications related to
CGD infrastructure.

This is to swiftly migrate
domestic and commercial
LPG consumers to piped
natural gas (PNG), which
will help reduce the burden
on the key cooking fuel.

FUEL MIGRATION

To begin with, all the cent-
ral establishments, colon-
ies, offices and canteens
are being advised to switch
to PNG, wherever infra-
structure is available.

A senior government of-
ficial explained that it is a
“mitigation measure.” Ex-
panding the CGD infra-
structure is critically im-
portant, particularly as the
sector is also supplied with

domestically  produced
natural  gas besides
imports.

The government has
already prioritised natural
gas for PNG (domestic)
and CNG (transport). The
supply situation is also

comfortable, he added.
The West Asia conflict
offers an opportunity to
the world’s third largest
LPG importer to shift
some of its domestic, in-
dustrial and commercial
users to PNG considering
that the blocking of the
Strait of Hormuz has im-
pacted 60 per cent of In-
dia’s LPG consumption.

FAST TRACK PERMITS
As part of the strategy to
expedite laying of CGD
pipelines and setting up
compressed natural gas
(CNG) stations, the Oil
Ministry has suggested re-
ducing the average time
taken in getting final per-
mission from various
Central
ministries/departments.
For instance, the aver-
age time required for final
permission from the NHAI
for laying pipelines is
around four months,
which can be reduced to 45
days. Furthermore, the

public notice period of 30
days, as per the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways rule, may be exemp-
ted which will further re-
duce the timeline to 15
days.

For the Railways, once
‘wayleave’ permission has
been granted, the execu-
tion of the pipeline cross-
ing work may be expedited
in one month instead of
the average time of 5
months by taking actions
such as the imposition of a
caution traffic block.

Considering that CGD
pipelines are generally laid
underground alongside ex-
isting road corridors and
typically do not involve
any tree felling, the re-
quirement of forest clear-
ances from State and Cent-
ral authorities for pipeline
crossings through forest
land may be simplified. At
present the average time
for clearances takes 12
months, which the Qil
Ministry suggests can be
reduced to a month.

For clearances from the
Central Pollution Control
Board, the Ministry sug-
gested giving a waiver for
the CGD sector consider-
ing that CNG and PNG are
cleaner fuels and are repla-
cing polluting fuels. Nat-
ural gas is considered the
best transition fuel till the
time the green hydrogen
ecosystem is not ready for
commercial roll out.
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LPG relief for
hospitality units

® Allocation
to states, UTs
hiked to 50%

SAURAY ANAND
Mew Delhi, March 21

THE CENTRE ON Saturday
allowed an additional 20%
allocation of commerdal LPG
tostates and Union temitories,
taking the total commercial
LPG supply to 50% of pre-cri-
sis levels, as it steps up efforts
tomanage shortages triggered
by disruptions in West Asia.
The latest increase—effec-
tive March 2 3—builds on ear-
lier measures, incduding 20%
baseline restoration and 10%
additional allocation linked to
PNG expansion, as per a com-
munication from the ministry
of petroleum and natural gas.
“I'wish tonow inform you that
wef 23 3 2 6 till furthernotifi-
cation, another 20%is being
allotted...whichwould take the
overall allocation to 50% of
the pre-crisis level,”petroleum
secretary Neeraj Mittal said in

CRISISCONTROL

%D

B Latest increase to be
effective March 23

B Builds on earlier
measures, including 2 0%

baseline restoration,
109, additional allocation
linked to PNG expansion

B Additional supplytobe
prioritised for keysectors; Skg
cylinders for migrant labourers

aletterto states andUTs.

The additional supply will
be prioritised for key sectors,
including restaurants,dhabas,
hotels, industrial canteens,
food processing and dairy
units, subsidised kitchens and
community feeding pro-
grammes,aswellas5 kgcylin-
ders formigrantlabourers.
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Iran war forces world to
curb global energy use

Strait of Hormuz
closure hits 20%
of oil, LNG supply

REUTERS
March 21

THE WAR IN the Middle East
has triggered a nightmare sce-
nario for the global energy sys-
tem, slashing so much supply
that consumers around the
world must both payupbigand
lower consumption. The effec-
tive closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz, a narrow channel along
the Iranian coast, has stopped
the passage of 208% of the
world’s cil and liquefied nat-
ural gas since the US and Israel
began airstrikeson|ran on Feb-
ruary 28.

Meanw hile, ongoing strikes
bylman and Israel have targeted
Middle East energy infrastmuc-
ture, doing damage to gas
fields, oil refineries, and termi-
nals that industry representa-
tives say will take years to
repair. All of that adds up to
what the International Energy
Agency hasalready called the
worst global energy disruption
in history. “You're not going to
conserve yourway around this.
Whatit's going totranslatetois
price rises high enough that
people stop consuming,” said
Dan Pickering, chief invest-
ment officer for Pickering

PAY UP BIG TIME

mThecrisis has =
removed
about 400 mn
barrels —
about L days
of supply —
from market,
triggering
pricerises

® China has banned
refined fuel exports, and
UK's plan indudes a cut in
speed limits to save fuel

® Record jetfuel pricesin
Europe likely to filter
down fast in the form of
expensive airline tickets

Fill up gas storage early: EU

THE EUROPEAN Union's
energy chief has told mem-
ber states to start filling gas
storage early in order to
avoid competition for sup-
plies that could causea spike
in prices over the summer,as
thebloc seeksto mitigatethe
fallout from the Ian war.
Governments should also
lower theirgas stomge filling
targetsto 80% and makethe

Energy Partners. So far, the cri-
sis hasremoved about4 00mil-
lion barrels - about four days of
world supply - from the mar-
ket, triggering price increases
of around 50%.

0il, gas, and their refined
byproducts are critical to many

most of the flexibilities
offered by the Union's law,
the EU’s Energy Commis-
sioner Dan Jorgensen wrote
in a letter.

Countries can deviate
from that 80% goal by 10
percentage points, with a
further five percentage point
deviation available in
unfavourable market
conditions, BLOOMBERG

parts of the modern world,
from fueling cars, trucks and
planes, to poweringhomesand
industry, to producing plastics
and fertilisers. “The breadth of
what is at risk here in fuels,
chemicals, LNG and fertiliser
inputs is what makes this

moment qualitatively different
from previousepisodes of Gulf
tension,” said Aditya Samswat,
seniorvice president at consul-
tancy Rystad Energy.

Global benchmarkoil prices
have already risen more than
50%to over $110 abarrel since
thewar started. Theimpactsare
more pronounced for Middle
Eastcrudes — a staple forAsian
economies —with prices hitting
records near 5164,

Thathas translated to soar-
ing prices for transport fuels,
pressuring consumers and
businesses across the globe,
and triggering povernment
action to conserve supplies.
Thailand, forexample, ordered
civil servants to conserve
energybysuspending overseas
trips and using stairs instead of
elevators, while Bangladesh
closed its universities. Sr Lanka
has imposed fuel mtioning,
China has banned refined fuel
exports, and the UK povern-
ment's en ergy cnntingenqv
plan includes a cut in speed
limits to save fuel.

On Friday, the International
Energy Agency outlined other
proposals to reduce demand,
such asworking fromhomeand
avoiding air travel, which has
alreadybeenseverelydisrupted
afterthewar forced the closure
of key Middle Easternhubs, The
IEAeadierthismonth agreed to
make arecord 400 million bar-
rels of il available from emer-

gency stockpiles.



AIIMS old OPD canteen trims
menu amid gas cylinder crisis

Will soon have tostart selling packaged food, says manager

GROUND
REPORT

MANIKANT M1SHRA

THIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 21

For two weeks now, old OPD
canteen at the country’s
largest Central Government
tertiary hospital, ATIMS, New
Delhi, has been battling an
acute commercial LPG sup-
ply crunch amid the West
Asia crisis,

Though the canteen man-
ager wrote to Indian Oil Cor-
poration for LPG supplies
with due recommendations
from AIIMS officials, the
facility has not been getting
its pre-wartime supply of four
cylinders a day.

The facility, widely known
as old OPD canteen, is run
privately by JS Hospitality.
The government has priori-
tised hospitals for commer-
cal LPG supplies, but the
canteen has not received its
regular LPG supply for a
week now.

During a visit to the can-
teen, which serves around
500-600 people daily, includ-
ing patients, attendants and
hospital  staff, manager
Puran Shah said the canteen

Visitors at the AlIMS old OPD canteen; and (below) empty

LPG cylinders at the facility. PHOTOS BY WRITER

AT INFLATED PRICE

Tocontinue operations, the
canteen eadier procured
cylinders through informal

channeks at infiated prices \j

ranging between Rs 3,000
and Rs 5,000 per refill. Now
even this channel is closed as
there are nocylinders, says
canteen manager Puran Shah,

doesn't have an LNG
pipeline, It is dependent on
commercial cylinders for
cooking. The canteen needs
four cylinders daily to meet
cooking needs.

“There was no LPG supply
lastweek, affecting operations
severely,” Shah said. The can-
teen has a commercial con-

nection from Indian Oil dis-
tributor, Guruji Indian Gas
Service, in Mundka Shah
said they tried to contact deliv-
ery person, but to noavail.

To continue operations, the

canteen earlier procured
cylinders through informal
channels at inflated’ prices

CONTINUEDON BAGES:

Tribune, Delhi, 22/03/2026
Page No: 1, Size: 25.93cm x 21.25cm

AIIMS old...

ranging between Rs 3,000 and
Rs 5,000 per refill. Now even
this channel is closed as there
areno cylinders, says Shah.

The canteen has now shifted
toalternative cooking methods
such as induction cooktops
and electric kettles and cylin-
ders sourced fram some other
facilities at AIIMS.

The canteen has also
trimmed it menu. It has tem-
porarily removed certain
items, including sambar vada
and samosas, from the menu.

During the vist, empty LPG
cylinders were found stacked
in the canteen's backyard,
indicating the extent of the
supply disruption.

The letter, a copy of which is
which The THbune, was sentto
the I0C marketing divisionon
March 13 It was signed by
AIIMS  Additional Medical
Superintendent Babita Gupta
and Chief of Trauma Centre.
Narendra Chaudhary, seeking
help given the critical nature of
the facility There has beenno
response. Emails sent to the
I0Cwent unanswered.

The canteen may have to
shift to selling packaged food
items like hiscuits and chips.
Themanager said: “We are con-
sidering shifting to selling
packaged food iterns. We can-
not run operations like this.”

AIIMS officials said: “Since
the OLD OPD canteen is run
through private contractor,
the hospital has nothing to
do with this."



Commercial
LPG to states
hiked by 20%

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Amid a continuing LPG
crunch, the Centre on Satur-
day increased the allocation of
commercial LPG to states and
Union Territories by an addi-
tional 20%, taking the total
supply to 50% of pre-crisis
levels.

The fresh allocation comes
over and above the earlier 30%
supply — comprising a base
20% and an additional 10%
granted on March 18 — and is
to be distributed on a priority
basis. Restaurants, dhabas, ho-
tels and industrial canteens
will be the primary benefici-
aries. The scheme also ex-
tends support to the food
processing and dairy sectors,
government-run subsidised
canteens, and community
kitchens.

In a relief measure for mi-
grant labourers, the Centre
has also proposed the supply
of 5 kg Free Trade LPG cylin-
ders.

However, the additional al-
location comes with con-
ditions. States have been
asked to ensure that priority
sectors receive the extra
supply. All commercial and in-
dustrial LPG users must reg-
ister with oil marketing
companies to be eligible.
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Commercial LPG...

The Centre has also used the opportunity to push a
long-term shift to piped natural gas (PNG).
Commercial and industrial LPG consumers will be
required to apply for PNG connections with city gas
distribution entities and move towards readiness
for transition.

Only those taking steps towards adopting PNG
will remain eligible for LPG supplies under the
expanded allocation.
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Industrialists warn of workers’
migration due to LPG shortage

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE
A shortage of LPG supply in the
Pithampur industrial area may
force migrant workers without
local gas connections in their
own names to migrate. To ad-
dress this issue, authorities
should arrange smaller-sized
gas cylinders for the workforce,
as the working class predomi-
nantly uses these.

Industrialists from the Pi-
thampur industrial area raised
the issue at a meeting con-
vened by Himanshu Prajapati,
Executive Director, MPIDC In-
dore Regional Office, on Satur-
day. The meeting took place at
Niryat Bhawan, SEZ Phase-2,
Pithampur. More than 70 in-
dustrialists, along with canteen
service providers operating
within various industries, at-
tended.

Participants discussed on-
going issues related to LPG

(liquefied petroleum gas) and
PNG (piped natural gas) in the
Pithampur region. Industrial-
ists highlighted the lack of
regular LPG supply for in-
house canteens, which has ad-
versely affected operations.
Canteen service providersalso
raised the same concern.
Industrialists also stated that
earlier, authorities supplied
PNG at a concessional rate of
upto 80% of average consump-
tion. The limit has now been
reduced to 65%. They re-
quested restoration of the con-
cessional supply limit to 80% to
ensure uninterrupted indus-

trial operations. Industries also
shared data on PNG de-
mand during the meeting.

Representatives from
Naveria Gas and Avantika
Gas Limited (AGL) attended
the meeting and discussed
the issues in detail.

Taking note of stake-
holders’ concerns and sug-
gestions, Prajapati assured a
speedy resolution through
coordination with the con-
cerned agencies. He said
MPIDC remains committed
to ensuring smooth indus-
trial operations and protect-
ing workers' interests.
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Govt raises commercial
LPG allocation to 50%

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 21

THE CENTRAL government
onSaturday approved an addi-
tional 20% allocation of com-
mercial liquid petroleum gas
{(LPG) to states and Union Ter-
ritories specifically for restaur-
ants, dhabas, hotels, industrial
canteens, food processing and
dairy sectors, subsidised can-
teens or food outlets run
by state governments and local

bodies, and community
kitchens.
These segments of commer-

cial LPG consumers were
amongtheworst-hit. The addi-
tional allocation will also be for
refills of 5-kg cylinders for mi-
grant labourers. Moreovet, the
government has made it man-
datory for commercial and in-
dustrial consumers of LPG to
register with public sector fuel
retailers, and also apply fora
piped natural gas (PNG) con-
nection to become eligible to
get commercial LPG.

With this additional alloca-
tion, commetcial LPG alloca-
tion to states can be up to 50%
ofthe estimated requirement.

The government had earlier
allowed 20% allocation to states
for commercial LPG con-
sumers, and later offered an ad-
ditional 10% if states took cer-
tain specific measures to help
expedite PNG infrastructure,
LPG supplyto commercial and
industrial consumers was cut

« STEPONTHE GAS

® The government had earlier
allowed 20% allocationto states
for commercial LPG consumers,
and later offered an additional
10%if states took certain specific
measures to helpexpedite PNG
infrastructure

@ With thisadditional allocation,
commercial LPG allocation to
statescan be up to 50% of the
estimated requirement

® LPG supply to comrmercial and
industrial consumers was cutina
bidtoshield households

ina bid to shield households
that use LPG as kitchen fuel.
This was done as alarge chunk
of India’s LPG supplies were
disrupted due to the effective
closure of the critical maritime
chokepoint oftheStrait of Hor-
muz amid the West Asia war,
Indiadependsonimportsto
meet about 60% of its LPG de-
mand, and 90% of its LPG im-
ports comes from West Asia
through the Strait of Hormuz.,
Apart from prioritising LPG
supplies to households over
commercial and industrial con-
sumers, the government or-
dered refiners tomaximise LPG
production, and directedthem
to divert propane, butane, and
other streams from petro-
chemical manufacturing to

LPG production.
These measures  have
helped raise domestic LPG pro-

duection by around 40% vis-i-
vis the pre-war levels, which
translates to around 16% of the
country'soverall LPG demand.
The increase in domestic pro-
duction of the fuel is being seen
as a reason for the increased al-
location of commercial LPG
to the states,

While the supply of LPG is
still amatter of concernin view
of the prevailing geopolitical
situation, delivery of LPG cvl-
inders are being maintained at
the pre-war levels, the govern-
ment said in a release.

It added that panic cylinder
bookings among households
have reduced and there has
been no dry-out reported atany
of the 2,500-odd LPG distribu-
torships in the country.

Inaletter tochief secretarics
of all states and Union Terri-
tories, Petroleum Secretary
Meeraj Mittal said the commer-
cial and industrial LPG con-
sumers will have to register
with public sector oil marketing
companies{OMCs)}—Indian Ol
Corporation, Bharat Petroleum
Corporation, and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation—he-
fore they can become eligible
for commerecial LPG supplies.
Also, they will have to apply
for a PNG connection in order
to get commercial LPG.

FULLREPORTON
WWW. INDIANEX PRESS.COM
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Refiners in India look to buy
[ranian oil as US lifts sanctions

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/SINGAPORE: Indian
refiners plan to resume buying
Iranian oil while refiners else-
where in Asia are examining
such a move after Washington
temporarily removed sanctions
to alleviate an energy crunch
caused by the US-Israeli war on
Iran, traders said on Saturday.

Three people familiar with
the Indian refining said they
will buy Iranian oil and are
awaiting government directions
and clarity from Washington on
details such as payment terms.

Refiners in India, which has
much smaller crude stockpiles
than other big Asian oil import-
ers, rushed to book Russian oil
after the US recently lifted sanc-
tions temporarily. The Indian
government could not be imme-
diately reached for comment
outside office hours.

Other Asian refiners are
making checks to see if they can
purchase the oil, several people
with knowledge of the matter
said.

The Trump administration
on Friday issued a 30-day sanc-
tions waiver for the purchase of
Iranian oil already at sea, US
Treasury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent said. The waiver applies to
oil loaded on any vessel, includ-
ing sanctioned tankers, on or

atKutch on March 18,

before March 20 and discharged
by April 19, according to the
Office of Foreign Assets Control.
It is the third time the U.S. has
temporarily waived sanctions
on oil since the start of the war.

Unlocking millions
of barrels of oil
About 170 million barrels of Ira-
nian crude are at sea, said
Emmanuel Belostrino, Kpler's
senior manager for crude oil
market data, on ships scattered
from the Middle East Gulf to the
waters near China.
Consultancy Energy Aspects
on March 19 estimated 130 mil-
lion to 140 million barrels of Ira-
nian oil on water, equivalent to

Indian vessel ‘Jag Laadki’ carrying 80,800 MT of crude oil arrives

PTl

less than 14 days of current Mid-
dle East production losses.

Asia relies on the Middle East
for 60% of its crude supply and
the near-closure of the Strait of
Hormuz this month is forcing
refineries across the region to
run at lower rates and cut fuel
exports.

Trump re-imposed sanctions
on Iranin 2018 over its nuclear
programme. Since then, China
has become Iran’s main client
with its independent refiners
buying 1.38 million barrels per
day (bpd) last year, Kpler data
showed, attracted by deep dis-
counts as most countries
shunned the crude due to the
sanctions.



Commercial LPG quota
hiked, relief for eateries

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a move aimed
at benefiting the food and ho-
spitality industry, govi on Sa-
turday announced a 20% ad-
ditional quota of commercial
LPG cylinders, taking the
overall allocation to 50% of
pre-conflict levels.

The ministry of petrole-
um and natural gas said the
additional allocation will be
prioritised for restaurants,
dhabas, hotels, industrial
canteens, food processing
and dairy units, subsidised
canteens and outlets run by
state govts and local bodies,
and community kitchens. It
will also strengthen the dis-
tribution of 5kg portable cy-
linders for migrant workers.
The allocation will be avai-
lable from Monday.

Govtsaidentities availing

Iran snubs US easing
of curbs on its crude

ran’s oil minisiry contra-

dicted the US move to ease
sanctions on Iran crude oil
loaded on vessels, saying, “At
present, Iran essentially has
no floating erude or surplus
available for international
markets.” Earlier, the US an-
nounced temporary easing of
sanctions on Iranian-origin
crude oil and petroleum prod-
ucts up until April19. acencies

commercial LPG cylinders
will have to register with oil
marketing companies, detai-
ling end use of the gas, and
must also register for piped
gas connections to be eligible
for the additional allocation.
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30% hotels, restaurants shut
amid LPG woes: Trade bodies

» Continued fromP 1

otel associations have
Hestimated that nearly

30% of hotels and res-
taurants had to shut due to
the shortage of LPG suppli-
es, while many others re-
duced operating hours, cut
down menus and restricted
kitchen activity to conserve
available stocks.

Though govt maintained
on Saturday that LPG supply
remained a matter of con-
cern amid geopolitical con-
ditions, the decision to in-
crease commercial alloca-
tion suggests the overall sit-
uation may have improved
slightly, Till Thursday, 13,700
new piped gas connections
had been issued over nearly
a fortnight, while more than
7300 consumers shifted
from LPG to PNG since the

beginning of the week.

Following supply disrup-
tions due to the military con-
flict in West Asia, govt had ini-
tially halted the sale of com-
mercial cylinders and priori-
tised domestic [L.PG, besides
ensuring supplies to hospi-
tals and educational institu-
tions. It later allowed 20% of
the average monthly require-
ment for commercial and in-
dustrial users, leaving it to
states to decide distribution
priorities. On March 18, the
ministry issued another or-
der allowing an additional
10% allocation to states, sub-
ject to reforms and faster ex-
pansion of PNG infrastruc-
ture. Over 20 states and UTs
have since issued orders to al-
locate non-domestic LPG in
line with the guidelines.

India imports nearly half
of its LPG requirement, with

about 90% sourced from West
Asia. Apart from a deal with
the US, itisalso tapping coun-
tries such as Russia, Japan
and Norway for supplies.

In a letter to chief secre-
taries of states and UTs, pet-
roleum secretary Neeraj Mit-
talsaidallcommercialand in-
dustrial LPG consumers mu-
st register with oil marketing
companies to beeligible foral-
location from the overall 50 %
guota. “OMCs shall register
such customers and keepare-
cord of the sector they oper-
ate in, the end-use of LPGand
the annual weight require-
ment... of that customer in
the respective database(s),”
Mittal said. He added that
siich consumers will also
have to take necessary steps
to demonstrate readiness for
PNG before becomingeligible
for additional LPG allocation.
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100 Gujarat villages turn to
bio-CNG amid LPG crunch

Prashant.Rupera
@timesofindia.com

Vadodara: Amid LPG crisis
and resultant black market-
ing that have left lakhs
scrambling for cylinders, a
ray of hope is emerging from
the villages of Gujarat’s
Anand district, which are
preparing an alternative and
cleaner fuel sourced from
cattle dung, food waste, and
agricultural biomass.

A large-scale bio-CNG
cluster of 10 plants spread
across 100 villages promises
not only a cheaper and more
reliable alternative to LPG
but also a step towards re-
ducing India’s dependence
on imported energy.

Once operational, the
cluster will produce 10MT of
bio-CNG daily — equivalent
to 521 commercial LPG cylin-
ders or 715 domestic cylin-
ders — ensuring uninter-

SAVING CYLINDERS

10 MT bio-CNG saves:
Daily Annual

Cylinders

Commercial

(19.2 kg) 521 1,90,165
Domestic

(14.2 kg) 715

rupted supply for schools,
hostels, temples, hotels, and
highway eateries that are
shut down for lack of LPG.
The project will berolled
out from Davol village in
Borsad taluka and extend
up to Pandoli in Petlad over
a 31-km stretch. The cluster
is expected to be commis-
sioned by May, and will pro-
duce 10 tonnes of bio-CNG.
“This clean fuel will cost
20% less than LPG,” said
project developer Sanjay
Patel, CEO of S P Ecofuel,
which promotes innovative
and low-cost renewable en-

a bio-CNG cluster is being built

ergy solutions. The entire
cluster, including refining
anddistribution infrastruc-
ture, will involve an invest-
ment of around Rs 60 crore.
The initiative will source
raw material from nearly 100
villages through women-led
farmer producer organisa-
tions, processing 500MT of
cattledung, food waste, poul-
try waste, and agricultural
biomass daily. Apart from
fuel, the project will pro-
duce organic fertilisers.
Theprocessed slurry will be
further be enriched into
phosphate-rich fertiliser.
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OIL WORRIES REVERBERATING ACROSS WORLD
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TR erude oil market data, on
ships scattered from the Gulf
tothe waters near China.
Consultancy Energy
Aspects on March 19 estima-
ted 130 million to 140 million
barrels of Iranian oil on wa-
ter, equivalent to less than 14
davs of current West Asia
production losses.
Asia relies on West Asia for
60% of its crude supply and
the near-closure of the Strait
of Hormuz this month is for-
cing refineries in the region
to run at lower rates and cut
fuel exports. Trump re-impo-
sed sanctions on Iran in 2018
over its nuclear programme.
Since then, China has beco-
me Iran's main client.
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Commercial LPG quota
hiked, relief for eateries

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a move aimed
at benefiting the food and ho-
spitality industry, govt on Sa-
turday announced a 20% ad-
ditional quota of commercial
LPG cylinders, taking the
overall allocation to 50% of
pre-conflict levels.

The ministry of petrole-
um and natural gas said the
additional allocation will be
prioritised for restaurants,
dhabas, hotels, industrial
canteens, food processing
and dairy units, subsidised
canteens and outlets run by
state govts and local bodies,
and community kitchens. Tt
will also strengthen the dis-
tribution of 5kg portable cy-
linders for migrant workers.
The allocation will be avai-
lable from Monday.

Govtsaidentitiesavailing

Iran snubs US easing
of curbs onits crude

ran’s oil ministry contra-

dicted the US move to ease
sanctions on Iran crude oil
loaded on vessels, saying, “At
present, Iran essentially has
no floating crude or surplus
available for international
markets.” Earlier, the US an-
nounced temporary easing of
sanctions on Iranian-origin
crudeoiland petroleum prod-
uctsup until April19. Acencies

commercial LPG cylinders
will have to register with oil
marketing companies, detai-
ling end use of the gas, and
must also register for piped
gas connections to be eligible
for the additionalallocation.

»‘30% hotels shut’, P13
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30% hotels, restaurants shut
amid LPG woes: Trade bodies

P FromP1

otel associations have
Hestimated that nearly

30% of hotels and res-
taurants had to shut due to
the shortage of LPG suppli-
es, while many others re-
duced operating hours, cut
down menus and restricted
kitchen activity to conserve
available stocks.

Though govt maintained
on Saturday that LPG supply
remained a matter of con-
cern amid geopolitical con-
ditions, the decision to in-
crease commercial alloca-
tion suggests the overall sit-
uation may have improved
slightly. Till Thursday, 13,700
new piped gas connections
had been issued over nearly
a fortnight, while more than
7,300 consumers shifted
from LPG to PNG since the

beginning of the week.
Following supply disrup-
tions due to the military con-
flict in West Asia, govt had ini-
tially halted the sale of com-
mercial cylinders and priori-
tised domestic LPG, besides
ensuring supplies to hospi-
tals and educational institu-
tions. It later allowed 20% of
the average monthly require-
ment for commercial and in-
dustrial users, leaving it to
states to decide distribution
priorities. On March 18, the
ministry issued another or-
der allowing an additional
10% allocation to states, sub-
ject to reforms and faster ex-
pansion of PNG infrastruc-
ture. Over 20 states and UTs
have since issued orders to al-
locate non-domestic LPG in
line with the guidelines.
India imports nearly half
of its LPG requirement, with

about 90% sourced from West
Asia. Apart from a deal with
the US, it is also tapping coun-
tries such as Russia, Japan
and Norway for supplies.

In a letter to chief secre-
taries of states and UTs, pet-
roleum secretary Neeraj Mit-
talsaid all commercial and in-
dustrial LPG consumers mu-
st register with oil marketing
companies to beeligibleforal-
location from the overall 50%
quota. “OMCs shall register
such customersand keep are-
cord of the sector they oper-
ate in, the end-use of LPGand
the annual weight require-
ment... of that customer in
the respective database(s),”
Mittal said. He added that
such consumers will also
have to take necessary steps
to demonstrate readiness for
PNG before becomingeligible
foradditional LPG allocation.



Times of India, Mumbai, 22/03/2026
Page No: 13, Size: 24.95cm % 24.71cm

100 Guijarat villages turn to
bio-CNG amid LPG crunch

Prashant.Rupera
@timesofindia.com

Vadodara: Amid LPG crisis
and resultant black market-
ing that have left lakhs
scrambling for cylinders, a
ray of hope is emerging from
the villages of Gujarat’s
Anand district, which are
preparing an alternative and
cleaner fuel sourced from
cattle dung, food waste, and
agricultural biomass.

A large-scale bio-CNG
cluster of 10 plants spread
across 100 villages promises
not only acheaper and more
reliable alternative to LPG
but also a step towards re-
ducing India’s dependence
on imported energy.

Once operational, the
cluster will produce 10MT of
bio-CNG daily — equivalent
to 521 commercial LPG cylin-
ders or 715 domestic cylin-
ders — ensuring uninter-

SAVING CYLINDERS

10 MT bio-CNG saves:
Daily Annual

Cylinders

Commercial

(19.2 kg) 521 1,90,165
Domestic

(14.2 kg) 715

rupted supply for schools,
hostels, temples, hotels, and
highway eateries that are
shut down for lack of LPG.
The project will berolled
out from Davol village in
Borsad taluka and extend
up to Pandoli in Petlad over
a 31-km stretch. The cluster
is expected to be commis-
sioned by May, and will pro-
duce 10 tonnes of bio-CNG.
“This clean fuel will cost
20% less than LPG,” said
project developer Sanjay
Patel, CEO of S P Ecofuel,
which promotes innovative
and low-cost renewable en-

a bio-CNG cluster is being built

ergy solutions. The entire
cluster, including refining
anddistribution infrastruc-
ture, will involve an invest-
ment of around Rs 60 crore.
The initiative will source
raw material from nearly 100
villages through women-led
farmer producer organisa-
tions, processing 500MT of
cattledung, food waste, poul-
try waste, and agricultural
biomass daily. Apart from
fuel, the project will pro-
duce organic fertilisers.
Theprocessed slurry will be
further be enriched into
phosphate-rich fertiliser.
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