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NDMC initiates measures to

facilitate speedy expansion of PNG

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Dathi

Given the disruptions in
fuel and LPG supply caused
by the conflict in West Asia,
the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has initiat-
ed measures to facilitate
the zpeedy expansion of
Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
connections within its juris-
diction by Indraprastha Gas
Limited {IGL).

The decision aims to
ensure expeditious execu-
tion of pipeline works so that
residents and establish-
ments can receive PNG con-
nections without unneces-
sary delay, the civic body
said on Friday.

As per the directions
issued by NDMC, the road
restoration charges applica-
ble for laying of IGL pipelines
for PNG connections have
been waived for a period of
three months from the date
of issuance of the circular.

This step has been taken
to accelerate the pace of
infrastructure development
and to promote the use of

cleaner and more conve-

nient fuel among con-
SUMEers.

NDMC has further directed
that permission for road
cutting related to IGL
pipeline laying shall be
granted within 24 hours of
receiving a8 complete
request, along with instruc-
tions to commence work
immediately. The move is
intended to remove proce-
dural delays and ensure
smooth coordination
between departments.

IGL has been instructed to
undertake the work on a pri-
ority basis by deploying ade-
guate manpower and
resources and to ensure that
all excavated portions are

properly backfilled and
secured without delay to
avoid inconvenience to
the public.

The concerned Road
Divisions of NDMC have also
been directed to carry out
restoration of affected road
stretches on priority and
within a fixed timeframe so
that disruption to trafficand
inconvenience to the general
public are minimised.

All officers and officials
concerned have been
instructed to ensure strict
compliance with these direc-
tions with immediate
effect. The circular has been
issued with the prior
approval of the competent
authority, NDMC.
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LPG crunch contlnues supplies ratlonallsed for commercial users

PRESS TRUST 0F INA
B New Dathi

LPC supply crunch continued
far the third straight week on
Friday, but there was some casing
in bookings far refills, in signs
of things slowly crowling
towards normaley.
However, Concerns persist as
su pphy mm!chnmon commercial
1

its imports. The overnight wiping

away of such large velumes fod
to the Government prioTitising
supples to domaestic houzehold
kitchens.

Supplies to commercial estab-
lishments were initially stopped,
but later restored to a fifth of
their requirement,

This triggered panic buying by
domestic users, fearing that the

ding hotels,

lability of their gas cylinders

mmam in plure- dus to ongoing
disruptions in input supplics
caused by the West Asia conflict.

Thowar in the Middla East. trig-
gored by the USand Israel attacks

too may be rationalised. Panic
hooking peaked ot 87.7 lakh on
March 13 but lell theroalter.

Af a media briefing. Sujata
sharma, foint Secretary, Ministry

on Iran, has led to the
of the Stait of Hormuz — the
critical shipping lane through
which Indis gets 60 per cent of

afl 2nd Matural Gas, s=id
o March 10, around 55 lakh book-
ngs were made, down from 57
lakk on the previous day.

Pre-war average booking per
day was 50-55 lakh,

“Panic booking 13 coming
down,” she said, adding that the
Government continues to priofi-
tise the supply of avallable LPC o

deliverics of LPG refills, “LPG
cylinder delivery continues to be
normal,” she said.

explare alternote fuels to case
pressure on cocking gas LPG.
In addition, customers near a

To curb black and
hoarding, raids and surprise

domestic households,

However, “LPG Isupply) situa
tion romains worrisome, but
thera 1= no dry out at any LFG
distributer,” she sald,

she zaid In the last week,
11,300 tonnes of commercial LPG
were given to commercial
establishments,

Sharma said damestic LPG pro-
duction has increased by over 40
porcant in the last ovo weeks, and
the three public sector ol market-
ing companies have been making
narmal, pre-war levels of daily

tinue. As many es
4,500 raids were conducted on
Friday, while oil companics
conducted LB0C surprise inspec-
tions of petrol pumps and LPG
diseributorships.

State Coveraments have been
asked ro ot up monitoring and
enforcement, she said,

“Gituation is still werrisome, but
we arc maintaining supplies ata
normal level for dom estic users,”
she said.

Asking consumers to walt for
home delivery of their refill after
booking, she said they should also

aty gas network are b

aged to shift 1o puped natural
gas— a convenient alternative to
LPG a3 the fuel continuously
fravels through pipea to house-
hold kitchans without the bother-
aoen of refill bookings.

In 15 geographical areas (GAs),
13,700 connections have been
given, and 7,000 consumers hiave
shifted from LPG to piped natural
zaz [PNG).

Eosides, alternate fuels such as
korozene sre being promoted,
she caid, adding commencial LPG
stocks have been placed with
states for wsing them as per
their priority fist.
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WORK FROM HOME,
REDUCE DEMAND
FOR OIL, SAYS IEA

Paris, March 20: Oil con-
suming nations can tackle
the price shock triggered
by conflict in the Middle
East with an array of
demand-saving measures
like working from home,
the International Energy
Agency (IEA) said.

The Paris-based agency
— which announced a
record release of emer-
gency ofil stockpiles last
week — on Friday pub-
lished a “menu” of 10
options “to shelter con-
sumers from the impacts
of this crisis.”

In addition to remote
working, these include
greater use of public
transport, reducing high-
way speeds by at least 10
kilometers {6 miles) an
hour. and diverting lique-
fied petroleum gas from
use in transport to cook-
ing.

Oil futures have surged
around 50 per cent in
London this month as the
Iran war effectively halts
tanker flows from the
Persian Gulf, with Brent
futures trading near $110
a barrel on Friday.

The price of products
like jet fuel and diesel has
soared much further, par-
ticularly in Asia.

Asian Age, Delhi, 21/03/2026
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City gas cos find
1.2 L. new users
in 2 weeks: Govt

ndia’s natural gas retailers are trying

to expand their market share after the
war In West Asia caused crippling short-
ages of cooking fuel.

City gas distribution companies have
hooked up 1,20,000 new customers in the
past two weeks amid government pres-
sure to reduce the time needed to make
a connection, Sujata Sharma, joint sec-
retary, oil ministry, said.

Requests for new connections and to
reactivate disconnected ones have
almost tripled, according one top utility

The push underscores the strugdgies
with liquefied petroleum gas, used in
more than 33 crore homes to cook meals,
as well as in indusiries from steel to
automobiles. India imports 65 per cent
of the fuel, mostly from West Asia, and
shortages since the outbreak of war
have led to a jump in prices, long queues
and increased theft.

Asian Age, Delhi, 21/03/2026
Page No: 7, Size: 7.38cm x 11.43cm
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India begins selective fuel
price hikes as oil tops $100

Oil retailers raise industrial diesel price by 322 a litre, premium petrol by X2 a litre

Ritwra Baruah & Viay CRay
NEW DELHI

sthe West Asia conflict

drives crude prices

above S100 a barrel,

India hashegunacali-

brated pass-through
of the shock—raising prices of
select fuels while holding the line
on retail petrol and diesel.

State-run oil marketing compa-
nies (OMCs) have raised industrial
diesel prices by around322 per litre
and premium petrol by about 32 per
litre, according to industry sources,
However, the prices of regular
transport fuelsand premium diesel
havebeen keptunchanged.

In Delhi, the price of premium
petrol has been increased from
199.89 perlitre to 310189, and the
price ofindustrial diesel, which is
procured in bulk, has been
increased o $109.59 per litre.

Earlier this month, prices of
domestic cooking gas were raised
by about 360 and commerdial LPG
by about 115,

Addressing the media on the
developments in West Asia, Sujata
Sharma, joint secretary inthe min-
istry of petroletim and natural gas
(MoPN(3), said there has been no
increase in prices of regular petrol
and the hikeislimited to premium
variants, which account for just
3-4% of total demand. She added

AP

CONFLICT CRISIS

FUEL STRAIN

PRICE of domestic - PRICE of regular
cooking gas was : transport fuelskept
raised byabout 60 * unchanged

that fuel pricesare deregulated and
determined by oil marketingcom-
panies (OMCs) based on market
conditions.

Industrial diesel forms about [2%
of India’s total diesel sales and
includes bulk supplies to indus-
tries, transporters and state trans-
portunits, makingita key driverof

input costs acrosssectors. Experts

- HEAVY dependence
i on Qatar threatens
* India’s LNG supply

suggest this may lead to a rise in
intlation in the country.

According to Pronab Sen, former
chief statistician of India, the hike
inindustrial diesel prices will have
some impact on inflation, but the
inerease in premium petrol prices
will not, as it is a small quantum
and it does not really have a spill-
over effect”.

Sen, however, said oil marketing
companies have two buffers to
absorbtheshockof the increase in
oil prices. One: pump prices are
already much higher than glohal
levels. “Plus, there is a very large
bufferin terms of taxes and duties,
whichthe governmentcanreduce
tolowerthe impact on OMCs.”

The Union government had cut
excise duties on petrol by 38 and
diesel by 36 per litre in May 2022
amid the Russia-Ukraine war.

Kirit Parikh, former member
(energy) at the erstwhile Planning
Commissionof India, said: *“We are
goingthrough uncertain times, In
my view, if the prices would not
havebeenraised, the OMCshad lit-
tlechoice buttoresort torationing,
which is not desirable. This move
will help ensure more efficient use
ofthe fuel.”

Queries emailed to Indian Oil
Corp., Bharat Petroleum Corp., and
Hindustan Petroleum Corp. went
unanswered until press time.

“IndianOil has ensured no
increase in regularautomotive fuel
prices in India, even amid rising
international costs,” Indian Oil
Corporation postedlon Xon Friday.
“Alimited revision applies only to
premium petrol XP-95, with mini-
mal impact on overall consump-
tion. Throughevolving global con-

TURN TO PAGE 14
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India begins selective fuel
price hikes as oil tops $100

FROM PAGE 18

ditions, the focus remains
clear: consistent supply,
responsible pricing, and ser-
vice you canrely on.”

On Thursday, crude oil pri-
ces shot up to nearly $119 per
barrel after Israel's attacks on
the South Pars gas field inIran
and Iran'sretaliatory strikeson
the RasLaffanindustrialcityin
Qatarandotherenergy assetsin
the Gulf. However, pricesfell on
Friday after the US signalled
potential easingofsanctionson
Iranian oil and global powers
backed efforts to secure ship-
pingvia the Strait of Hormuz.

“In thecomingdays, we may
unsanction the Iranianoil that's
onthe water,” US treasurysec-
retary Scott Bessent said in an
interview with Fox Business
Network on Thursday. “It’s
about 140 million barrels.” He
added that the US has so far
allowed Iranianoil to continue
Howing outofthe Gulf,

At the time of writing, the
April contract of Brent on the
Intercontinental Exchange was
trading 1.81% lower from its
previous close at $106.67 abar-
rel. The April contract of the
West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) was trading at $94.71 a
barrel, lower by 0.88%.

Further easing sentiment,

major economiessignalledsup-
port to ensure safe passage
through the Strait of Hormuz—
achokepointfor nearly 20%of
global oil and gassupplies.

The conflictis also triggering
adeeperenergy shock through
disruptionsin liquefied natural
gas (LNG) supplies for India,
which importsabout 90% ofits
crude oil requirementand 55%
of itsnatural gas demanc.

On Thursday. QatarEnergy
CEOSaad SheridaAl-Kaabi said
in a statement that missile
attacks on its Ras Laffan plant
reduced Qatar’'s LNG export
capacity by 17%. With around
47% of India’s LNG imports
sourced from Qatar, India will

Even as India is stepping up efforts to source LNG from Australia,
Algeria, making up for Qatar's supplies will be tough.

BLOOMBERG

face amajor shortage for years
tocome. India’sfertilizers, steel,
chemicals, and power are the
key userindustries ofimported
LNG. Even as India isstepping
up efforts to source LNG from
Australia, Papua New Guinea,
and Algeria, making up for
Qatar’s supplies will be tough.

“India’s  diversification
effortswill accelerate now,” said
anofficial aware of thedevelop-
ments, adding that OMCs are
now looking to procure from
spotmarketsaswell as through
long-termtie-ups.

rituraj.barveh@live-
mint.com

Foranextendedversion of this
story, go lo livemint.com
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Refineries at peak, LPG supply
stable; govturges no panicbooking

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Dethi, 20 March

The central government on
Friday assured that refineries
across the country are operating
at peak capacity with sufficient
crude oil and LPG stocks,
enswring uninterrupted supply
and normal deliveries despite
a surge in booking levels.

While addressing the media,
Sujata Sharma, Joint Secretary
in the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, said that
nearly 93 per cent of LPG
bookings are now beingmade
online, with deliveries
authenticated to ensure
transparency and efficiency
in distribution.

“‘Consumers arebeing actively
encouraged to shift towards
Piped Natural Gas (PNG) asa
cleaner and more reliable
alternative. So far, over 7500

consumers have already
transitioned to PNG. To prioritise
essential sectors, the government
hasallocated commercial LPG
supplies across 18 states and
Union Territories. Around
11,300 tonnes were supplied
last week alone, catering
primarily to hospitals and
educational institutions™ she
said. Thegovernment has also
stepped upmonitoringetforts
to prevent irregularities and
ensure smooth supply. Control
rooms have been activated,
district-level committees are
on alert, and more than 4,500
raids have been conducted

nationwide. Oil Marketing
Companies are also carrying
out regular inspections, Sharma
said. “While the situation
remains under close watch,
supplies are adequate.” Sharma
said, urging citizens to avoid
panic booking and rely only
on official communication.

Consumers have been advised
towait for scheduled doorstep
deliveries and cooperate with
authorities.asthe government
continues efforts to maintain
supply stability and promote
alternative fuel options.

Ina separate development,
amid the West Asia tensions,
the Indian government is
exploring the creation of a
dedicated Rs 1,000 crore fund
to support insurers offering
war-risk coverage for ships
operating through high-risk
waters such as the Strait of
Hormuz
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Consumer durable makers to hike prices
as plastics, polymers and freight costs soar

|
Meenakshi Verma Ambwani
New Delhi

Consumer durable manufac-
turers are facing intense cost
pressures driven by soaring
prices for plastics and poly-
mers, compounded by a
weakening rupee and the geo-
political instability in West
Asia. Leading appliance man-
ufacturers have signalled a
price hike for air-condition-
ers, washing machines and
refrigerators this April. De-
pending on the brand and
model, consumers can expect
a price adjustment ranging
from 3 to 10 per cent.

High crude oil prices and
supply disruptions have
driven up the cost of petro-
chemical derivatives, such as
polypropylene, styrene
monomer and ABS, all of
which are critical inputs for

High crude oil prices and
supply disruptions have driven
up the cost of all critical inputs
for appliances

appliances. The impact is be-
ing compounded by a weak-
ening rupee, a spike in freight
rates, and tightening cost
structures across the value
chain.

PRICING IMPACT

The extent of the pass-
through differs by category,
largely depending on the in-
put intensity. NS Satish, Pres-
ident, Haier Appliances India,

said, “Factors suchasahikein
prices of polymer, besides the
rupee depreciation, have led
to higher production costs
for players. Players can ab-
sorb only some amount of the
cost increase. So, there is no
choice for consumer durables
companies but to hike prices
in April.” He indicated hikes
of 8-10 per cent for air-condi-
tioners and washing ma-
chines and 4-5 per cent for
refrigerators.

Kamal Nandi, Business
Head and EVP, Appliances
Business, Godrej Enterprises
Group, pointed to the conflu-
ence of global and logistical
pressures driving this shift.

“Geopolitical ~ tensions
have driven up the costs of
polymers and plastics, among
others. Freight rates have
also risen sharply. This has
led to significant cost pres-
sures for consumer durables

makers and not all of it can be
absorbed. So we will have to
take price hikes,” he said, out-
lining increases of 3-5 per
cent for air-conditioners, 7-
10 per cent for washing ma-
chines and 5-7 per cent for
refrigerators.

COST SURGE

Television manufacturers are
also feeling the pinch as input
costs climb across multiple
fronts, from polymers to
metals to logistics.

Arjun Bajaj, Director of
Videotex, said, “Polymer-
based materials used in cab-
inet parts, cables and insula-
tion materials have seen price
increases of 40-50 per cent,
while copper prices remain at
record highs.” He added that
currency volatility and a 300-
400 per cent spike in ocean
freight charges are further in-
flating costs.
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India plans LPG imports from Russia,
Japan; shipments to arrive mid-April

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

As the conflict in West Asia
intensifies, throttling 60 per
cent of India’s consumption,
the government is scouting
for cargoes of the key cook-
ing fuel from Russia and Ja-
pan, while also depending on
the US for a major share of
the lost cargoes.

Besides prioritising do-
mestic liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) consumption over
commercial use, sources said
that India has also intensi-
fied diplomatic efforts to se-
cure cargoes of the critical
commodity — the main
cooking fuel for more than
33 crore consumers.

TALKS UNDERWAY
“Cargoes are being sought
from Russia, which are ex-
pected to start from next
month. Talks are ongoing.
Deliberations are also on to
explore LPG from Japan, al-
beit the quantities will be
low. Japan cargoes, if fixed,
should reach India by mid-
April. At this point, the ob-
jective is to arrange as much
as possible from wherever
possible,” said one of the
sources.

On Thursday, Randhir
Jaiswal, spokesperson for
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, said India aims to se-
cure LPG from all available

sources, including Russia, to
meet domestic fuel needs.

LPG MARKET TIGHT
“The silver lining is the on-
going diplomatic dialogue
between Iran and India. This
engagement helped enable
Indian-flagged LPG carriers
to transit the region, setting
a positive precedent,” said
Charles Kim, Associate Dir-
ector for LPG at S&P Global
Commodities at Sea.

Continued  cooperation
could support the passage of
additional ~ Indian-linked
ships, keeping vital supply
routes workable for India
and offering some relief to
the broader market, he
added.

Besides, India is already in
talks with the US to procure
more propane cargoes. The
world’s second largest im-
porter procured nearly
4,80,000 tonnes of US-origin

LPG in the first two months
of 2026, corresponding to
around 11 very large gas car-
riers (VLGCs).

It has already secured a
term tender for 2.2 million
tonnes of US-origin LPG for
2026 - equivalent to about
four VLGCs per month, said
S&P.

SHIFT IN IMPORTS
According to S&P Commod-
ities At Sea (CAS), India’s
weekly LPG imports fell to
265,000 tonnes in the week
to March 19, from 322,000
tonnes on March 5. West
Asian inflows to India de-
clined to just 89,000 tonnes
in the week to March 19, rep-
resenting only 34 per cent of
total imports, the lowest
share since January.

Alternative regional sup-
plies increased to 176,000
tonnes in the week to March
19, up from zerothe previous
week when West Asia ac-
counted for 100 per cent of
imports, CAS data showed.

LPG prices have also risen
amid persistent supply dis-
ruptions. Platts, part of the
S&P Global Energy, assessed
FOB AG propane and butane
cargoes $9 per tonne higher
day over day at $648 per
tonne and $642 per tonne,
respectively, on March 18,
following deals concluded on
the Intercontinental Ex-
change during the end-of-
day trading window.



Hindu, Delhi, 21/03/2026
Page No: 2, Size: 12.46cm x 12.59cm

To push for faster PNG
connections, NDMC waives
road restoration charges

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has waived
road restoration charges for
three months for laying pi-
pelines to expand piped
natural gas (PNG) connec-
tions in its areas, according
to a circular issued on
Friday.

The decision is expected
to facilitate faster roll out of
PNG connections by Indra-

prastha Gas Limited, the
statement read. The waiver
is intended to remove de-
lays in the execution of pi-
peline works and ensure
that households and com-
mercial establishments re-
ceive connections without
procedural hold-ups. The
NDMC has asked its depart-
ments to grant permission
for road cutting within 24
hours of receiving
applications.



Higher-grade fuel
gets costlier amid
spike in oil prices

SHUBHANGI MATHUR
New Delhi, 20 March

India's oil-marketing com-
panies (OMCs) on Friday in-
creased premium petrol rates
between T2 and T2.35 per litre
and diesel sold to industrial
users by 22 a litre amid elev-
ated crude oil prices.

Benchmark Brent prices
slipped to around $105 per bar-
rel on Friday, from the highs of
$119 a day earlier, after US
President Donald Trump and
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu committed to
avoiding further attacks on
Iran’s energy facilities.

The International Energy
Agency (IEA) advised
measures such as working
from home and avoiding air
travel to ease oil price press-
ures on consumers. Earlier
this month, the IEA had
agreed to a record release of oil
from strategic stockpiles as the
world faces a supply crunch.

Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) raised the price of its
premium XP95 by 12 per litre
to T101.89 per litre in New
Delhi. The cost of Bharat Pe-
troleum Corporation Limited
(BPCL)'s Speed and Hindus-
tan Petroleum Corporation Li-

r f .. ! A b\ L;.__-_
Price check
# Rates of premium petrol
increased by 32 per litre

® Premium petrol accounts
for 2-4% of daily petrol
sales

m Bulk diesel prices for indus-
trial users up by about
%22 alitre

® Three state-run OMCs
operate 90% of India's fuel
retail stations

® Prices of regular petrol and
diesel remain unchanged

mited (HPCL)'s Power was
also increased by over Y2 per
litre in the capital. Premium
petrol, which has a higher oc-
tane rating, is formulated for
high-performance engines
and offers improved mileage.

Turn to Page 7 p
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Higher-grade fuel gets
costlier amid spike

[ ] L] ()

in oil prices
OMCs have alsoraised prices
of bulk or industrial diesel
used by factories, industries
and heavy transport fleets.
10C increased bulk diesel
prices by ¥22 to ¥109.59 per
litre, from ¥87.67 per litre,
while BPCL raised prices by
¥18.75. The three state-run oil
companies operate nearly 90
per cent of the country’s fuel
retail stations.

However, prices of regular
petrol and diesel remain un-
changed across the country.

“There has been no price
increase in normal petrol.
Our priority is to make
energy available. There has
been some increase only in
the premium category, and
that is hardly 2-4 per cent of
the entire petrol volumes
sold every day,” said Sujata
Sharma, joint secretary at
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, on Friday.

Pricing decisions, she
added, are taken by oil com-
panies independently as pet-
rol and diesel pricing was
deregulated in 2010 and
2014, respectively.

India’s refineries are run-
ning at full capacity, with ad-

equate crude inventories and
sufficient stocks of petrol
and diesel, Sharma said.

As the conflict in West
Asia persists, India has also
been hit by an acute lique-
fled petroleum gas (LPG)
shortage, limiting cooking
gas supplies for industrial
and commercial users. While
ensuring LPG supplies for
domestic consumers, the
government is encouraging
citizens and commercial es-
tablishments to switch to
piped natural gas (PNG)
amid the crisis,

More than 13,700 new
PNG connections have been
issued in recent days, and
over 7,300 consumers have
shifted from LPG to PNG, ac-
cording to government data.

India’s LPG supplies re-
main a concern amid the
West Asia war, as the country
depends heavily on imports
from the region, Sharma said.
India has stepped up LPG
purchases from the US, with
13 tankers carrying around
350,000 tonnes of LPG cur-
rently headed to the country,
according to data from mari-
time intelligence firm Kpler.
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Feb blip: India’s core sectors headed for worst showing in 6 years

VIKAS DHOOT
New Delhi, March 20

With output growth halving to
2.3 per cent in February from 4.7
per cent in January, India’s core
sectors are headed for their worst
performance insixyearsin2025-
26 (FY26) with the first eleven
months of the year seeing an
uptick of just 2.9 per cent, com-
pared to 4.4 percent in thesame
period of FY25.

Five of the eight core infra-
structure sectors recorded growth
in February, but as many as six
sectors recorded a deceleration
from January’s uptick, including
refinery productsthat contracted
ipercentafter recordingaflattra-

Core sectors’ growth (%)

3.8

201213

*apr-Feb; **Provisional

FY26 performance (Growth rate in %)

2025-26* Apr 2025

8  Sector

6 Coal

February output growth
Growth (%)

Crude Oi_l
Natural Cas

2 Refinery Products

23

Fertilisers

Steel

5 Cement

Feb 2026**

Electricity

jectory in the preceding month.
Crude cil output fell 5.2 per

cent in itssixth straight month of

contraction, while natural gas

outputshrank forthe 20th succes-
sive month, with a5 per cent dip,
thesame asinJanuary. Electricity
generation growth slowed to a

three-month low of 0.5 per cent.
“Even before the start of the

West Asia crisis, the growth of

the core sector output in India

had slowed toa three-month low
of 2.3 per cent in February 2026.
The sequential halving in year-
on-year growth from January

2026 wasrelatively broad-based,
with only two sectors, cement
(9.3 per cent) and steel (7.2 per
cent), eking out a growth of over
3.5 per cent,” said Aditi Nayar,
chiefeconomist at ICRA.

Coresectors constitute about
40 per cent of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP), and
Nayar expects IIP growth to
moderate toaround 4 percentin
February from 4.8 per cent in
January. The last time core sec-
tors’ growth was weaker than 2.9
per cent, was in the Covid-
affected year of 2020-21 when
their output shrank 6.4 per cent,
and the preceding year of 2019-
20when production rose a mere
0.4 per cent.
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PM reaches out to W Asian
leaders on Eid amid energy
security concerns

ARCHIS MOHAN
Wew Delhi, 20 March

As India navigates the sternest test to its energy
security since the Gulf War of 1990-91, Prime
Minister { PM) Narendra Modi has over the past
two days spoken to the rulers of five of the six
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, and
alsotothe King of Jordan, Abdullah IL to convey
his greetings on the festival of Eid. On Friday
evening, the PM spoke to the King of Bahrain,
Haman Bin Isa Al Khalifa, to convey “warm
greetings on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr to him
and the people of Bahrain™ The two discussed
the situation in West Asia.

In his conversations with the leaders of the
GCC countries, the PM extended his wishes on
Eid, condemned the attacks on the region’s
energy and civilian infrastructure, and flagged
the need for safe and free passage to container
shipsthreugh the Strait of Hormug, astrategically
key shipping lane. To the King of Balirain, Modi
said the attacks will have "adverse impact on
slobal food, fuel and fertiliser security ™. India has
reached out to several countries for its require-
mentsof liquefied petrolewnm gas (LPG), lquefied
natural gas (LNG), and fertiliser.

Apart from the King of Balirain, the PM has
since Wednesday spoken to the rulers of Qatar,
Oman, Kuwait, and the UAE. However, the refer-
ence to food security and fertilisers in his conver-
sation withthe Kingof Bahrain wasa first. Sources
said heisalsoslated oexchange greetings withthe
Saudi Arabian leadership. Other than the Gulf
countries, the Ph has also had conversations with
the King of Jordan and Malaysian PM Anwar Ibra-
him where he conveyed his Eid greetings tothe two
leaders. Indiais importing fertilisers from Jordan,
apart from Russia and some other countries.
Sources said communicating with the Iranian
leadership is difficult as they have been wary for
the fear of being detected.

Indiais heavily reliant on the GOC countries for
its energy security. Almost 10 million Indians live
and work there. They contributed as much as 38
percentofthe total remittancesthat Indiareceived
1112023-24, according to the Reserve Bankof India
(RBI) data. The GCC is also India’s single-largest
trading bloc,

“Eld is an important festival and symbaolises
prosperity, and the region contributes signifi-
cantly to the nation’s economy and also to the
domestic budgetsef millions of families,” anoffi-
cial pointed out, underlining the importance of
the PM's greetings in these tough times for the
country as it negotiates the choppy waters of the
conflict in West Asia.

During his tenure as India’s M, officials con-
tend, Modi has sought to "match” New Delhi's
political ties with the GCC countries to that of its

i aa an

In his conversations with the leaders of the
GCC countries, PM Narendra Modi
condemned the attacks on the region’s energy
and civilian infrastructure

age-old, robust people-to-people relations. The FM
has visited the Gulf countries 15 times since May
2014, These include seven visits to the UAE, three
to Saudi Arabia, two to Qartar, and one each to
Oman, Kuwait and Bahrain. Other than the GCC
countries, Modi'svisit toJordan in December 2025
was the first by an Indian PM in 37 years. UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
visited Indiain January.

Officials pointed out that India has institu-
tionalised security and defence cooperationwith
each of the Guifcountries, helpingthe country to
counter Pakistan on international forums,
especially on the issue of terrorism emanating
from there.

Maodi has also made efforts to build close ties
with the next generation of Arab leaders. The PM
has hosted in Delhi the Crown Princes of Abu Dhabi
and Dubal Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed
AlNahyan and Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Al
Maktoum, respectively. During hisvisits tothe GCC
countries, Modi has interacred with the Crown
Princes of Oman and Kuwait. The Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi was accorded the protocol of a head of
state on his first visit to India in Seprember 2024.
Among the agreements signed was the UAE com-
mitting to supply + million tonnes per annum
(mtpa) of LNG toIndiaover15years, During Modi's
visittoJordan in December 2025, the Crown Prince
ofJordandrove himto Jordan Musewm and played
the role of his onsite guide.

Ever since the outbreak of the conflict in West
Asla, New Delhi has also tried to reach out to Iran,
although the Opposition, especially the Congress
and the Left parties, eriticised the Indian govern-
ment's late response to the killing of Iran's
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in an
Israeli-US strike.

More on business-standard.com
i) O d
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Biogas scheme expanded
toboost energy security

® CBG-CGD
Synchronisation
Scheme is extended
untilDec 2047

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, March 20

WITH INDIA SOURCING
nearly47% of its LNG imports
from Qatarand supplies com-
ing under strain amid escalat-
ing tensions in West Asia, the
government has extended the
CBG-CGD  Synchronisation
Scheme until December 2047
and widened its scope toallow
injection of compressedbiogas
{CBG)intothegas pipeline net-
waork. The move is aimed at
strengthening domestic
energy security and reducing
import dependence.

In a notification, the Min-
istry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas said the scheme — first
introduced in 202 1 — will now
cover direct pipeline injection of
CBG in linewith revised guide-
lines issuedin August 2025,

“With the approval of the
competent authority.. the
scope of the CBG-CGD Syn-
chronization Scheme is hereby
expanded to include injection
of Compressed Biogas (CBG)
intothe Gas Pipeline Network,"
the ministry said, adding that

ALTERNATIVE APPROACH

B The CEG-
CGDscheme
was
introduced
in 2021

mThescheme
allows injection
of compressed
biogas into the
gas pipeline
network with
revised
guidelines
issued in 2025

will enable
cost-effective.
transportation of
CBG via pipelines

= Govtis currently
ensuring 100% gas
availability for PNG
(domestic) and
CNG (transport)

the scheme has been extended
until December 31, 2047.

The decision comes against
the backdropof geopolitical dis-
ruptions that have tightened
global gas markets, prompting
India to prioritise supplies to
essential segments. The gov-
ernment is currently ensuring
100% gas availability for PNG
{domestic)and CNG {transport),
while supply to industrial and
commercialconsumersisbeing
regulated at around 80%.

The expanded scheme will
enable cost-effective trans-
portation of CBG through
pipelines, ensure assured off-
take for producers, reduce logis-
ticscostsand promote uniform
pricing,while lowering depen-

dencecn imported natural gas,
said a ministryofficial.

The government has also
intensified demand-sideinter-
ventions, activating more than
125,000 PNG connections
across domestic, commercial
and industrial consumers to
curb reliance on LPG and
imported gas.

Sujata Sharma, joint secre-
tary in the petroleum ministry,
said the situation continues to
be closely monitored amid
ongoing disruptions. “Around
7,500 consumers have shifted
from LPG toPNG...the situation
is still worrying due to the war,
but no dry out has been
reported...delivery of LPG cylin-
dersis normal; she said.
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NDMC waives road charges
to boost PNG connections

Aaditya Khatwani
aaditya khatwani@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In a move to ease the
process of installing piped natu-
ral gas (PNG) in New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
areas, road restoration charges
for laying of Indraprastha Gas
Limited (IGL) pipelines have
been waived off by the council
for the next three months, offi-
cials announced on Friday. Fur-
ther, permission of road cutting
for the purpose will be granted
within 24 hours, they said.

The decision comes amid a
shortage of commercial Liqui-
fied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylin-
ders in the country due to the
ongoing conflict in West Asia.

Road restoration fees are lev-
ied by civic agencies on utility
agencies for repairing public
roads, footpaths, or berms dam-

aged during excavation, such as
laying cables or pipelines.

“We have further directed that
road cutting permission for IGL
pipeline laying shall be granted
within 24 hours of receiving a
complete request, along with
instructions to commence work
immediately. The move is
intended to remove procedural
delays and ensure smooth coor-
dination between departments,”
an NDMC official said.

The NDMC has also
instructed IGL to carry out the
work on a priority basis and to
ensure that all portions of the
road which are excavated during
the work are properly filled back
and secured.

“The concerned road divi-
sions of NDMC have also been
directed to carry out restoration
of affected stretches on priority
so that disruption to traffic and

inconvenience to the general
public is minimised,” said the
official quoted above.

However, establishments in
NDMC areas stated that the root
problem is IGL does not have
enough capacity to provide new
connections, and that waiving of
road restoration charges will not
solve the issue.

“NDMC should implement
this decision only after IGL is
actually able to provide new con-
nections. We have been trying to
get pipeline connections for the
last 20 years, but have not been
able to get permission. Earlier,
IGL had taken money from con-
sumers, but returned it when
they could not get permission for
new connections. After all, their
main supply comes from West
Asia,” said Vikram Badhwar,
general secretary of Connaught
Place shopkeepers’ association.
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How distorted West Asia
crude pricing hurts India

System adds hundreds of millions of dollars to
India’s fuel import bill; ministry aware

5 DINAKAR
Hyderabad, 20 March

The pricing system used by
West Asian oil suppliers is
adding hundreds of millionsof
dollars to India’s crude sotre-
ingcostsamid the ongoing war
in the region. India may now
directly approach these sup-
pliers — the country’s biggest
source of fuel imparts — tap
refining sources told Business
Standard,

Refiners are approaching
Saudi Arabia’s state oil com-
pany, Saudi Aramco, toseeka
shift in its pricing peg from
West Asian crude bench-
marks to a European crude
reference point, officials said.
Aramco’s  monthly
official selling prices
for term supplies
effectively serve as a
benchmark for other
suppliers in the

refiners have also written to
S&P Platts, seeking changes to
the cride price assessment
system used by West Asian
producers to set crude and
petroleum product prices. Offi-
cials said they areyet toreceive
a response from the Western
commodity pricing agency.
Officialssaid the petroleum
ministry was awareof the issue,
which was also hurting other
large Asian buyers of West
Asian oil, including China,
South Korea and Japan.
Refiners want the Platts
pricing system to better
reflect actual market condi-
tions, a senior trader at a top
Indian refiner told Business
Standard. According tothem,
the current system
has produced rates
that do not account
for the warled
:,‘ disruption to crude
flows from West

region as  well. WEST ASIA  Asia. They want it
CONFLICT

Refiners also plan to
approach other West
Asian crude producers.

Refiners said they would
end up paying $4550 more per
barrel for term supplies from
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Iragq and
Kuwait underthe current pric-
ing system operated by TS rat-
ings agency S&P Plars.
Officialssaid thisdistortionisa
result of the war in West Asia,
which has reduced oil flows
from the region.

They added that a tempor-
ary shift by West Asian sup-
pliers to indexing crude prices
to Brent, the European bench-
mark, until the war ends,
would help India save
hundredsof millions of dollars
insourcing costs.

Brent cruce, a highly liquid
benchmark, istradingat about
$105 a barrel, while Dubai and
Omangrades, which aretraded
far more thinly, are being sold
at $150-160 a barrel, according
to industry data. Indian

&

revised to include

more  liquid and
widely traded gradessothat it
berter reflects underlying
cil lows.

A top trader at a leading
state-run refiner said, “Plarts
should have stopped making
assessments from March 2"
when the war intensified and
the Strait of Hormuz was bloe-
ked. &P Platts didnot respond
torequests for comment,

Thetrader said Platts’ pric-
ing system for West Asian
crude grades was based on
very thin trading volumes
after the war began, pushing
benchmark crude prices
sharply higher.

Steep costs

At current West Asian crude
prices, Indian refiners will pay
an additional $1 billion for
about 21 million batrels
imported from the region in
the first three weeks of March,
according to Business Stan-
dard calculations based on

shippingand industry data.

Industry sources said the
additional burden would
eventually be borne either by
state-tun oil companies, the
government, or Indian con-
swmers, For now, New Delhi
has decided to keep pump
prices unchanged, while
raising household liguefied

leum gas prices margin-
ally this month.

Saudi Arabia has supplied
15 million barrels, or 70 per
cent, of the crude oil India
imported this month. It is the
only West Asian country able to
bypassthe Strait of Hormuz —
achokepoint through which a
fifth of the world's oil used to
flow before Iran effectively
blocked it in early March —
and export large volumes
thirough the Yanbu terminal on
the Red Sea. The UAE can also
bypass Hormuzandshipcrude
from theFujairah terminal, but
volumes are much lower.

The war has cut global oil
shipments from West Asia by
43 percent to 11 million barrels
aday sofar this month, accord-
ing to industry data provicer
Kpler. Saudi Arabia remains
the biggest supplier, account-
ing for about 40 per cent of
those flows.

Saudi Arabia announces
the Official Selling Price for
term supplies every month,
and this acts as a reference
point for other West Asian
producers, These prices are
set at a premium or discount
to a basket comprising 50 per
cent Platts Dubai — deter-
mined through the Platts
trading window for physical
crude purchases — and 50 per
cent Dubai Mercantile
Exchange Oman.

ForAprilloadings, Arameco
sharply raised the premium
on Arab Light — a grade
widely bought by Indian
refiners — to $2.50 a barrel
over the Oman-Dubai bench-
mark from March levels.
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Importsdipto 265,000 MT;

India shifts LPG sourcing

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, March 20

INDIA'S LPG SUPPLY chain is
undergoing a sharp realign-
ment, with imports falling to
265,000 metric tonne (MT)in
the week (March 12 to March
19) from 322,000 MT on
March 5.At the same time, the
Gulf's share in supplies
dropped to 34% from nearly
100%, underscoring the grow-
ing impact of disruptions in
the Strait of Hormuz.

The crisis has triggered a
rapid shift in sourcing pat-
terns. Alternative supplies
surged to 176,000 MT from
zero a week earlier, even as
inflows from West Asia
plunged tojust 89,000 MT,
reflecting a breakdown intra-
ditional supply routes.

India, which relies on
imports fornearly 60% of its
LPG consumption, remains
highly exposed to the disrup-
tion. The Strait of Hormuz
accounts for about 90% of
India’s LPG imports from the
Gulf, making it a critical
energy lifeline.

Globally,the shockis tight-
eningmarket conditions. West
Asia — which contributes
roughly 30% of global LPG
supply — has been partially
sidelined, shrinking cargo
availability and pushing buy-
ers nto an increasingly com-
petitive scramble.

“Continued cooperation
could support the passage of
additional Indian-linked
ships... keeping vital supply
routes workable,” said Charles
Kim of §&P Global Commodi-
tiesat Sea,referring to ongoing
diplomaticengagement.

India has already secured
short-term relief through the
arrival of two very large gas
carriers(VLGCs) — Shivalikand
Nanda Devi — which together
delivered more than 22,000

BACKUP PLAN

ELPG production at
the domestic refineries

uGulf'ssharein | @It wasnearly | has beenramped up

LPG supplies
dropped to 34% | the conflict

® India relies on imports

for nearly §09% ofits

LPG consumption

® 5trait of Hormuz accounts for

about 0% of India's LPG
imports from the Guif

mIndiaimported nearly
480,000 MT of US-origin LPG
in January-February

100% before | by 0%

m Domestic output

currently meeting
about 41% of total
demand

mTo ease the LPG
demand strain, about
7,500 consumers
have shifted to PNG

mAround 13,700
new PNG connections
| have been added

MT of LPG, helping ease imme-
diatesupply pressure.

Meanwhile, the sourcing
mix is undergoinga structural
shift. India imported nearly
480,000 MT of US-origin LPG
in January-February, equiva-
lent toabout 11VLGC cargoes,
and hasalsosecureda 2.2 mil-
lion metric tonne termdealfor
2026, signallingalonger-term
diversification away from Gulf
dependence.

“India is increasingly tum-
ing to the US for LPG... North
American LPG could gaina
stronger foothold” said
Anmol Bhushan of S&P Global
Energy CERA.

Prices are also reflecting
tightening supply dynamics.
WestAsia propane and butane
cargoes rose to §648/MT and
§642/MT respectively, while
CFR North Asia prices climbed
more than 2.4% to $908/MT
and $934/MT, indicating
intensifying competition for
available cargoes.

On the domestic front, the
government has stepped up

supply-side measures to
stabilise availability. LPG
production at refineries has
been ramped up by 40%,
with domestic output cur-
rently meeting about 41% of
total demand.

To curb irregularities,
authorities carried out nearly
4,500 raids nationwide. Refill
intervals have also been
extended to 25 days in urban
areas and up to45 daysin rural
regions to ensure more equi-
table distribution. Industry
players are contributing as
well, with Reliance Industries
maximising LPG output at its
Jamnagar complex to support
domestic supply.

With global LPG flows dis-
rupted, cargo competition
intensifying and logistics costs
rising, India’s pivot towards
diversified sourcing, higher
domestic production and
demand-management mea-
sures points toabroader struc-
tural reset in its cooking fuel
supply chain amid prolonged
geopolitical uncertainty.
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Two Indian gas tankers getting
ready to sail through Hormuz

Reuters

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two Indian-flagged
liquefied petroleum gas tankers
are preparing to sail through
the Strait of Hormuz in coming
days after a pause in voyages,
with no crude oil tankers having
transited the waterway in the
past 24 hours, according to
shipping data and sources.
Hundreds of vessels have
dropped anchor sinee Tehran
threatened to attack ships
attempting to leave the Gulf via
the Strait of Hormuz, through
which about 20% of global ail
and liquefied natural gas flow.
The two tankers were cur-
rentlyanchored in Gulf waters,
according to data from Kpler
and shipping sources.
According to market assess-
ments from sources on Friday,
based on available data, there
had been no voyages over the
past 24 hours by crude tankers
through the waterway, with one

Hundredsof vessels have drop ped anchor since Tehran

threatened to attack ships attempting to leave the Gulfvia the
Straitof Hormuz, through which about 20% of global oil and

liquefied natural gas flow.

empty crude oil tanker, hit with
US. sanctions, returning
towards Iranian waters on
March 18, separate Kpler daa
showed.

The Indian-flagged T.PG tank-
ers Pine Gas and Jag Vasant,
which are anchored near the
United Arab Emirates hub of
Sharjah within the Gulf, broad-
cast that they were preparing

REUTERS/FILE PHOTO

for a voyage, MarineTraffic
ship-tracking data showed on
Friday.

Rajesh Kumar Sinha, special
secretary with India’s federal
shipping ministry, said immedi-
ate details were not available,
when asked on Friday if the ves-
sels were preparing to sail.

A trade source familiar with
the matter said the two LPG

tankers could potentially set sail
on Saturday.

India’s foreign ministry
spokesperson, Randhir Jaiswal,
said separately on Friday that
the country was “in favour of
safe and unhindered move-
ment” of India's fleet of 22 ves-
sels which were inside the Gulf,
adding that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi was talking to other
leaders about their safe passage.

The Jag Vasant was chartered
by BPCL and the Pine Gas by
10C. The two Indian refiners did
not immediately respond to
requests for comment.

Last week, Iran allowed two
Indian-flagged LPG carriers to
sail through the strait, sources
told Reuters.

Ship-tracking data showed a
Pakistan-bound oil tanker pass-
ing through Hormuz in recent
days, indicating that some
countries are able to negotiate
safe passage for their vessels
;iesp ite the U.S-Israeli war with

ran.
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WIDENING WAR | Tehran hits Kuwaiti refinery, comes under
Israeli attack as conflict overshadows Eid, Nowruz festivities

Iran puts global tourist
hotspots in crosshairs

FPJ News Service Iran's op military spokes-
LNzl man, Gen Abolfazl Shekarchi,

‘The Tsrael-US-Iran conflict his
entered a dangerous new phass,
widening beyond direct military
exchanges into a broader re-
glonal confrontation, casting a
sombre shadow on Eid festiv-
Ities while Iranians also marked
Persian New Year Nowruz
Farly Friday, Tran launched
drume striles on Kuwait's Mina
Al-Ahmadi refinery, one of the

sending shockwaves throngh
plobal markers and raising fears

refinery had already suffered
damage. With a capacity of

also warned that “parks, recre-
ational areas and ourist destina-
tions” worldwide won't be safe
for Tehran's enemies.

The escalation fllows Isracli
strikes on Iran’s South Pars gas
field — among the worlds lar
gest namral gas  reserves
Tehran's response has been swift
and  expansive,  extending
beyond Esras] to Gulf states seen
as aligned with its adversaries.

country’s iargest oil processing  of a prolonged crisis. around 731000 barrels per day, .
facilitles, as the war increasingly Theattack sparked afireand  the facility is a key pillar of Kur » Contd on | nation
targets energy infrastructure,  came just a day after the same  wait’s oil economy

Iran puts global tourist
A US F-35 fighter jetwas struck during an Iranian
attack and forced to make an emergency landing
at a military base in the Middle East, CNN
reported. The claim, initially made by lrans
[stamic Revalutionary Guard Corps {(IRGC), if con-
firmed. would mark the first known instance of
Iran hitting one of the US military’s most advanced
and costly aireraft amid the ongoing conflict

Explosions were reported across multiple Gulf
locations, In Dubal, air defence systems Inter-
cepted incoming projectiles as residents marked
Eid al-Fitr. In Bahrain, debris from intercepted
missiles ignited a warehouse fire Ssudi Arabia,
meanwhile, reported neutralising several drones
aimed at its eastern oil-producing region. The
attacks sugpest a deliberate atempe by Iran w
stretch the conflict across the energy-rich Gulf

Inside Israel, alr rald sirens sounded across
Jernsalern and northern regions, forcing civilians
into shelters as Iranian missiles were lsunched in
repeated waves, Around the same time, lsraeli
forces carried out fresh strikes on Tehean, where
explosions were heard even as clitzens celebrated
Nowrnz, the Persian New Year.

The human cost continues to mount. Reports
indicate over 1,300 deaths in Iran, while Israeli
casnaliies from missile stikes have reached at
least 15, Political messaging from both sides sig-
nals licte willingness o de-escalate Iran's
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei
warned that adversaries would be swipped of
their “security”. indicating a sustained campaign.
lsrael, on its part. clalms to have significanty
weakened Iran’s military infrastructure, inclnding
nissile capabilities, though independent verifica-
tion remains limited.

The US, while actively involved alongside Tsracl,
has attempted to limit escalation in certain areas.
Washingron reportedly urged lsrael to avoid
further strikes on [rans gas infrastrocture after
global oil prices surged sharply in response to the
initial artack Energy markets have reacted nerv-
ously. Brent crude prices briefly crossed S18 per
barrel before settling lower, reflecting volatility
driven by fears of supply disruption. At the centre
of these concerns Is the Strait of Hormuz, o nar-
row but crucial shipping route through which a
substantial portion of the worlds oil passes. Any
disruption there could trigger o far more severe
global energy ori:
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WEST ASIA CONFLICT

Politicians, mkts misjudging
scale of disruption: IEA chicf

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 20 March

International Energy Agency (IEA) Execu-
tive Director Faith Birol said on Friday that
politicians and markets were underesti-
mating the scale of disruption caused due
to the West Asia conflict. The agency said
it could take six months to restore oil and
gas flows from the Guif.

“The conflict in the Middle East has
created the largest supply disruption in
the history of the global oil market, due
to the near halt in shipping traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz,” the IEA
said in a new report.

It advocated a set of immediate de-
mand-side measures, including work-
from-home, lower speed limits, and
reduced air travel to cushion the impact of
a historic global oil supply shock triggered
by disruptions in the Middle East.

Oil prices spiked to over $100 per barrel
after the US and Israel attacked Iran and
Tehran's sweeping retaliatory actions. For
India, which imports about 88 per cent of
its crude oil needs, the surge in global
prices poses a significant macroeconomic
risk —widening the current account defi-
cit, pressuring the rupee, and increasing
fuel costs for households and businesses.

While petrol and diesel prices have so
far not been increased, cooking gas LPG
rates have been hiked by Y60 per cylinder.

Some 15 million barrels of crude oil
and 5 million barrels of oil products typi-
cally traversed the Strait each day, equiv-
alent to about 20 per cent of global oil
consumption. Halfof India’s crude oil im-
ports, 40 per cent of its gas imports and

y -.i"

ction advised
u The conflict in West Asia has created

the largest supply disruption in the
history of the global oil market

m Key steps include promoting remote
work to cut commuting fuel use,
reducing highway speeds by at least 10
km per hour, encouraging public
transport and carpooling, and limiting
private vehicle access in major cities

= Additional measures include improving
driving efficiency, curbing business air
travel, shifting away from LPG for non-
essential uses, and enhancing industrial
fuel effidency

85-90 per cent of its LPG shipments came
through the strait.

“These flows have slowed to a trickle,”
IEA said. "The loss of supply is having sig-
nificant impacts in global markets, push-
ing up prices for crude oil above USD 100
per cent barrel, and leading to much
higher prices for some refined products —
-notably diesel, jet fuel and liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG).” Stating that concerns
are growing about the impacts of higher
prices on households, businesses and the
broader economy, IEA outlined 10 actions

for governments, businesses and house-
holds to reduce fuel consumption and
ease price presstires.

Key steps include promoting remote
work tocut commuting fuel use, reducing
highway speeds by at least 10 km per hour,
encouraging public transport and carpool-
ing, and limiting private vehicle access in
major cities. Additional measures include
improving driving efficiency, curbing
business air travel, shifting away from LPG
for non-essential uses, and enhancing in-
dustrial fuel efficiency.

IEA said, “At the national level, three
additional remote workdays, for those
whose jobs allow for it, could cut oil con-
sumption from cars by 2-6 per cent, with
average potential reductions of around 20
per cent for individual drivers.” Lowering
the speed limit on highways by 10 km per
hour can reduce an individual driver’s il
consumption by 5-10 per cent and overall
oil use of private cars by 1-6 per cent.
Heavy freight trucks can save around 5 per
cent due to their already lower speeds.

“Shifting travel away from private cars
to public transport, such as buses and
trains, can reduce national oil use for cars
by 1 per cent to 3 per cent,” IEA said, ad-
ding that a reduction of around 40 per
centof flights taken for business purposes
isfeasible in the short-term and, with very
high participation in work-related flight
reduction campaigns, could reduce jet
kerosene dernand by 7-15 per cent.

The IEA said restoring transit through
the Strait remains critical to stabilising
markets. Meanwhile, member countries
have released 400 million barrels from
Emergency reserves.
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QATAR GAS SHOCK TESTS INDIA’S
ENERGY SECURITY AMID CONFLICT

Manoj Yadav

MUMBAI

India stands at a delicate cross-
roads as the intensifving West
Asian conflict threatens to
upend the steady flow of natu-
ral gas from Qatar, its most
dependable LNG supplier.

The reported strike on Ras
Laffan Industrial City—home
to the worlds largest LNG
export terminal—has sent
tremors through global energy
markets, with New Delhi brac-
ing for potentdal supply dis-
ruptions and price volatility.

Natural gas occupies a
quietly pivotal role in Indiak
economic architecture. It fuels

fertiliser plants that sustain
agricultural output, powers
electricity generation, and sup-
ports the expanding city gas
distribution networks that
serve millions. With nearly
50% of domestic demand met
through imports, and Qatar
supplying around 20% of total
LNG volumes, the stakes are
unusually high. The vulnerabil-
ity liesnot merely in infrastruc-
ture damage but in peography.
Most ING shipments from
Qatar must transit the Strait of
Hormuz, a narrow maritime
corridor inereasingly
shadowed by geopolitical risk.
Any interruption—whether
through conflict, blockades, or

heightened insurance and
freight costs—could swiftly
choke supplies and inflate
prices

Early market signals already
reflect this anxiety. LNG bench-
marks are firming, mirroring
the sharp rise in ecrude, as
traders price in disruption
risks, For India, this ranslates
into costlier imports, squeez-

ing margins across industries
and potendally pushing up
electricity tariffs. Fertiliser sub-
sidies, a comersmone of rural
stability, may come under
renewed fiscal strain, while
higher energy costs could seep
into broader inflation.

Should disruptions persist,
India may be forced into the
volatile spot market, where
competition for cargoes inten-
sifies during crises, Such a shift
would not only raise procure-
ment costs but also expose the
economy to unpredictable
supply cycles, complicating
planning for both industry and
policymakers, Yet the erisisalso
sharpens a strategic impera-

tive. India’s gradual diversifica-
tion of LNG sources—spanning
the United States, Australia,
and emerging suppliers-
offers some cushion, but not
insulation.

In essence, the Qatar shock
is less a singular event than a
revealing moment. It under-
scores how natural gas, long
perceived as a cleaner bridge
in the energy transition. is
entwined with geopolitical
fault lines. For India, resilience
will now depend not only on
securing alternative supplies,
but on reimagining energy
security in a world where
supply routes are as critical as
the resources themselves.
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Asian LNG
benchmark

nears 3-yr high
The Asian liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) benchmark
hovered near a three-year
high on Friday after mis-
sile attacks from Iran dis-
abled 17 per cent of
Qatar's export capacity,
causing a significant dis-
ruption to global energy
markets. According to a
Reuters report on Friday,
the Japan-Korea-Marker
(JKM) stood at USD 22.732
per million British thermal
units (mmBtu). While the
price saw a 10.55 per cent
day-on-day decline, which
indicated that the damage
to production infrastruc-
ture has already impacted
futures markets through
2027, Platts, part of S&P
Global Energy was cited
by Reuters.

Page No: 10, Size: 7.01cm x 17.09cm
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Natural gas
imports fall
1.5% YoY in Feb

India’s imports of liquefied
natural gas fell 1.5% on
year to 2.83 billion stan-
dard cubic metres in
February, mainly due to
lower consumption,
according to data released
by the Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell. The
country's LNG imports fell
over 4% on year during
Apr-Feb to 32 billion stan-
dard cubic metres. India’s
natural gas import bill fell
slightly to $1.1 billion in
February but declined
around 11% on year to $12.4
billion during Apr-Feb
from $13.9 billion a year
ago, the data showed. The
country consumed 54 bil-
lion standard cubic metres
of LNG in February, down
over 3% on year.

Page No: 10, Size: 7.30cm x 17.22cm



WEST ASIA WAR FALLOUT
Premium petrol price

hiked by Rs 2 alitre,
bulk diesel up Rs 22

No change in regular petrol, diesel rates

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 20

WITH THE West Asia war lead-
ing toa surge in international
crude oil and fuel prices and
burdening India’s public sector
refinersand fuel retailers, prices
of premium petrol and bulk die-
sel consumed by industrial
users were hiked Friday. The
priceof regular petroland diesel
remained unchanged.

The price of premium 95-
octane petrol was hiked byRs2
perlitrein Delhi to Rs 10189 per
litre, with corresponding
changes in other partsof the
country. The price of industrial
diesel wentup by around Rs 22
per litre to Rs 109.59 in Dethi,
from Rs 8767 per litre.

According toa senior gov-
ernment official, the premium
petrol caters to a miniscule

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Peoplewait withempty LPG
cylindersin Prayagraj, Friday. 1
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Premium petrol price

segiment of Indian consumers,
and the interestsof the common
consumer have beensofar pro-
tected. Sources indicated there
was no immediate plan toin-
crease retail prices of regular
petrol and diesel, with public
sector fuel retallers continuing
to absorb the losses,
International crude oil
benchmark Brent had touched
$119 perbarrel Thursdayand as
of Fridayevening, itwasaround

§ $108 per barrel, still 48% higher

than the last price before the
start of the West Asia war on
February 28.

Indian Qil Corporation (10C)
said in a post on X, “As global
crude prices surge, stability at
home matters more than ever.
IndianQil has ensured no in-
crease in regular automotive

fuel prices in India, even amid
rising international costs. A li-
mited revision applies only to
premium petrol XP-95, with
minimal impactonoverallcon-
sumption. Through evolving
global conditions, the focus re-
mains clear: consistent supply,
responsible pricing, and service
you can rely on.”

Petroleum Ministry Joint
Secretary Sujata Sharma said:
“Some increase s reported in
the premium category which
hardly makes up for 2-4%ofthe
entire petrol (consumption)...
Thereis no increase in price for
the common man.”

Shedeclined tocommenton
whether retail prices of regular
petrol and diesel will remain at
the current levels despite vola-
tility inglobal prices.

The government's current
priority, she said, is to ensure
energy availability for con-
sumers amid a “concerning”
global situatior, and the public-
sector fuel retailers haveresisted
increasing fuel prices so far.



Oil price volatility,
Indian refiners

Ofl marketing companies
I10C, BPCL and HPCL havea
cumulative marketshareof
around 90% in India’s fuel
retail market, giving them
undisputed control onpric-
ing. Indiaimports over 88%
ofitscrude ol requirement,
which makesthe Indian re-
finers extremely vulnerable
to global oil price volatility.

Indian Express, Delhi, 21/03/2026
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Iran’s strikes on Qatar’s
mega LNG facility may
hit some Indian supplies

Sukalp Sharma
New Dethi, March 20

WITH THE Iranian attack on
Qatar’s Ras Laffan Industrial
City damaging part of QatarE-
nergy s megsa liquefied natural
gas (LNG) facility, LNG supplies
to India — even after the West
Asiawar subsides — could get
affected. India is a major im-
porter of LNG, depending on
the super-chilled gas to meet
around half of its natural gas
demand.

Qatar alone accounts for
over two-fifths of India's LNG
imports, and almost all of
India’s Qatari LNG comes from
Ras Laffan.

“Qatar’s (LNG) capacity has
been hit, and that will hit us
also,” said Petroleum Ministry
Joint Secretary Sujata Sharma,
without elaborating further.

According to Commerce
Ministry data, India imported
27 million tonnes of LNG in
2024-25, of which 11.2 million
tonnes, or 41.4%, came from
Qatar. India baslong-term LNG
contracts totalling 8.5 million
TONNES per annum (mepa) with
QatarEnergy. India also buys
Qatari LNG from the spot
mirket.

QatarEnergy’s primary
LNG production units, lique-
faction plants, and export infra-
structure are all concentrated
in Ras Laffan, making it the
world's largest LNG hub that
accounts for roughly a fifth of
global LNG supply.

The attacks by Iran dam-
aged two LNG producing trains
totalling 12.8 mtpa of produc-

tion— representing appraxi-
mately 17% of Qatar’s LNG ex-
ports— and could take up to
five vears to repair, QatarE-
nergy said in astatement,

Although QatarEnergy has
50 far not specifically men-
tioned the impact on supplies
to India, there have been con-
corns thatlong-tenm LNG flows
toIndia could be impacted.

With LNG from Qatar and
other sources in West Asiaun-
abletocome toIndiaduetothe
effective closure of the Straitof
Hormuz and production sus-
pension by QatarEnergy, India
had already cut natural gas
supplies to certain industries.

"The damage sustained by
the LNG facilities will take be-
tween three to five years to re-
pair. The impact is on China,
South Korea, Italy and Bel-
gium, This means that we will
be compelled to declare foree
majenre for up to five vears on
some long-term LNG
contracts,” Saad Sherida Al-
Kaabi, the Minister of State [or
Energy Affairs, the President
and CEO of QatarEnergy, was
quoted as saving in the com-
pany statement.

Sources inIndiaexpectsthe
curtailment in LNGsupplies, if
any, from Qatar to not be too
significant, since the specific
MG trains from where LNG is
supplied to India were not
damaged in the recent strikes.

QatarEnergy has an LNG
production capacity of 77 mil-
lion tonnes per annum, which
is under expansion.

FULLREPORTON
WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Hormuz Shock Hits
India’s Oil Lifeline

Crude imports drop 23%;
refiners pivot to Russia,
Africato plugthe gap

Sanjeev Choudhary

New Delhi: India’s crude oil im-
portsslipped 23% sofarthismonth
compared to the levels seen in Fe-
bruary as inflows from the Gulf
sharply contracted. If the current
trend persists with the Strait of
Hormuz staying shut, imports this
month could drop about a fifth se-
quentially, according to shipping
dataand analysts.

Refiners, serambling to plug the
gap, moved to nearly double pur-
chases from Russia besides shar-
ply boosting imports from smal-
ler African producers such as An-
gola, Congo, and Gabon. Supplies
from Saudi Arabia are also set to
rise, with multiple tankers loa-
ding at its Red Sea port of Yanbu
and heading toIndia.

India received 81 million bar-
rels of crude in the first 18 days
of March, falling from 105 mil-
lion barrels in the same period
lastmonth, said Xavier Tang, se-
nior market analyst at Vortexa.
The decline was driven largely
by a collapse in Middle East
supplies to 22.4 million barrels
during March1-18, from 59.9mil-
lion barrels in the same period
last month, he added.

With the Iran war intensifying
and energy assets increasingly
drawn into the conflict, fears of
a prolonged supply disruption
and price shock are mounting.

“If the Strait of Hormuz dis-
ruption continues through
March, total monthly volumes
are projected at 115-125 million
barrels, compared withatypical
range of around 150 million bar-
rels,” said Nikhil Dubey, senior
refining analyst at Kpler.

Russia supplied 34.3 million
barrels—about 44% of India’s
total crude imports—in the first
18 days of March, according to
Kpler data. Angola ramped up
shipments to 7.5 million barrels
during this period, from 2.9 mil-

Crude Crunch
India's crude imports dip to
B81m bbl from 105 m bbi
(Month-to-Date)

Russia leads in supplies with 44%
Supply from alternate sources rise
Risk elevates as conflict escalates

lion barrels in all of February
Congo, Gabon and Sudan—rare
suppliers to India—contributed
1.9 million barrels, 1.7 million
barrels, and 700,000 barrels, re-
spectively

US supplies have also been we-
ak, with about 3 million barrels
received sofar this month, rough-
Iy half of February's total. From
the Gulf, India has imported 7.9
million barrels from Saudi Ara-
bia, 6.8 million barrels from Iraq,
and 1.9 million barrels from the
TUAE so far in March.

Saudi flows are now expected
toclimb, “Weare seeingapproxi-
mately 15-16 million barrels of
crudeloading from Saudi Arahi-
a’s west coast to India this
month,” said Dubey “Of this,
around 9 million barrels are al-
ready enroute and are expected
to arrive within the next 6-7 da-
ys," he said, adding some cargo-
es may spill over into April due
to voyage times.

The US has signalled that Iranian
oil may soon return to the market.

A petroleum ministry official
declined to comment on whet-
her India would resume purcha-
ses from Iran. Iranian erude ac-
counted for about10% of India's
importsbeforeUSsanctionshal-
ted flows. Most of the Iranian vo-
lumes currently go to China.

US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent has sald Washington
may allow Iranian oil already on
the water to be sold freely, poten-
tially opening the door for buy-
ers including India.
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[ran’s strikes on Qatar’s
mega LNG facility may
hit some Indian supplies

SukalpSharma
New Delhi, March 20

WITH THE Iranian attack on
Qatar’s Ras Laffan Industrial
City damaging part of QatarE-
nergy’s mega liquefied natural
gas(LNG) facility, LNG supplies
to India — even after the West
Asia war subsides — could get
affected. India is a major im-
porter of LNG, depending on
the super-chilled gas to meet
around half of its natural gas
demand.

Qatar alone accounts for
over two-fifths of India's LNG
imports, and almost all of
India’s Qatari LNG comes from
Ras Laftan.

“Qatar’s (LNG) capacity has
been hit, and that will hit us
also,” said Petroleum Ministry
Joint Secretary Sujata Sharma,
without elaborating further,

According to Commerce
Ministry data, India imported
27 million tonnes of LNG in
2024-25, of which 11.2 million
tonnes, or 41.4%, came from
Qatar, India has long-term LNG
contracts totalling 8.5 million
tonnes per annum (mtpa) with
QatarEnergy. India also buys
Qatari LNG from the spot
market.

QatarEnergy’s primary
LNG production units, lique-
faction plants, and export infra-
structure are all concentrated
in Ras Laffan, making it the
world’s largest LNG hub that
accounts for roughly a fifth of
global LNG supply.

The attacks by Iran dam-
aged two LNG producing trains
totalling 12.8 mtpa of produc-

tion— representing approxi-
mately 17% of Qatar’s LNG ex-
ports— and could take up to
five years to repair, Qatark-
nergy said in astatement.

Although QatarEnergy has
so far not specifically men-
tioned the impact on supplies
to India, there have been con-
cernsthat long-term LNG flows
to India could be impacted.

With LNG from Qatar and
other sources in West Asiaun-
abletocometo Indiadue tothe
effective closure of the Strait of
Hormuz and production sus-
pension by QatarEnergy, India
had already cut natural gas
supplies to certain industries.

“The damage sustained by
the LN facilities will tale be-
tween three to five years to re-
pair. The impact is on China,
Sourh Korea, Ttaly and Bel-
gium. This means that we will
be compelled to declare force
majeure for up to five years on
some  long-term  LNG
contracts,” Saad Sherida Al-
Kaabi, the Minister of State for
Energy Affairs. the President
and CEO of QatarEnergy, was
quoted as saying in the com-
pany statement.

Sources in Indiaexpectsthe
curtailment in LNG supplies, if
any, from Qatar to not be too
significant, since the specific
LNG trains from where LNG is
supplied to India were not
damaged in the recent strikes.

QatarEnergy has an LNG
production capacity of 77 mil-
lion tonnes per annum, which
isunder expansion.

FULL REPORT ON
WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM
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AT THREE-MONTH LOW
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Core Growth Eases
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New Delhi: India’s core sec-
tor growth slowed to a three-
monthlowof 2.3% yvear-on-ye-
ar in February, from 4.7% in
January, amid subdued elec-
tricity generation and conti-
nued decline in energy-rela-
ted industries, official datare-
leased Friday showed.

Growth stood at 3.4% in Fe-
bruary 2025,

AditiNayar, chief economist
at ICRA, said the slowdown
was broad-based, with vear-
on-year growth nearly halv-
ing sequentially. “Even before
the start of the West Asia cri-
sis, the growth of the core sec-
tor output in India had slo-
wed,” she noted.

OF the eight core industries,
cement recorded the strong-
est expansion, rising 9.3% ve-
ar-on-year in February, tho-
ugh lower than January's
11.3%. Steel production grew
T.2%, easing from 11.5% in the
maonth before.

“Infrastructure push by the
government has helped steel
and cement,” said Madan Sab-
navis, chief economist at
Bank of Baroda,

Among energy-related in-
dustries, refinery products
output declined 1% year-on-
year in February, while eru-
de oiland natural gas produe-
tion contracted by 5.2% and

Economists expect the ongo-
ingconflict in West Asiatoim-
pact the core sector, and in-
dustrial output going ahead.

“The impact of the Middle
East escalation is likely to be
felt in March,” said Gaura
Sengupta, chief economist at
IDFC First Bank.

“However, there could be a
pickupin domestic petrolenm
production to safeguard do-
mesticsupplies,” she added.

Electricity generation
growth dropped steeply to a
three-month low of 0.5% from
5.2% in January “The war-
mer weather will support
electricity production in
March,” noted Sengupta.

Fertilisers output fell to a fi-
ve-month low of 3.4%, while
coal output eased to a three-
monthlow of 2.3%.

Overall, core sector growth
stood at 2.9% in FY26 (till Fe-
bruary), lower than 4.4% inthe
corresponding period last year.

The eight core industries ac-
count for 40.27% weight in the
Index of Industrial Produe-
tion (ITP). India's industrial
output slowed to a three-
month low of 4.8% vear-on-ve-
ar in January, down from 8%
inDecember,

ICRA projects [P growth to
moderate to around 4% in Fe-
bruary, while Bank of Baroda
estimates 3-3.5%.
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2 in 3 Indian kitchens use gas.
Over half comes from outside

India has made strong progress in shifting households to clean cooking fuel, with
LPG emerging as the clear mainstay. Yet this success comes with a risk. The country
remains heavily dependent on imported LPG, much of it routed through the
Strait of Hormuz, leaving supplies exposed to disruptions in West Asia

Urban Homes More Dependent

OVER

63%
households use clean fuel - LPG or piped
natural gas - to cook food in India.

This number is as
high as nearly

93%

in urban areas

Demand’s Jumped Sharply In Recent Years

LPG tion  LPG pt

in FY25 is 1.5x {million metric . 313
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and reached 30.8 216
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‘o ke B el B

LPG Rules

LPG still remains the choice of majority
for household fuel. While the govt has
tried to make piped natural gas popular
too, only 307 geographical areas
(regions authorised for distribution of
PNG) are currently covered under it

96.4% (3.2
Active LPG
connections

4.6% 060 _[

PNG connections

The growth trend in LPG
connections can also be attributed
to PM Ujjwala Yojana, a scheme
started in May 2016 to provide free
LPG connection to adult women
from poor households, which now
has over 10.3 crore subscribers.

Domestic Production Not Adequate

Over 60% of India's LPG needs are imported and 90% of it
comes from West Asia through the Strait of Hormuz

Production

02425
PSP 384 (11.7) 616 (18.8)

0 20 4D 60 80 100
" M025-26 data till Jan 2026

LNG, The Source Fuel For Cars & Cooking
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Half Of That Is Imported, Too

Unlike LPG, India LNG (MMSCM**)
produces LNG as |
much as it imports, Sy

making the total 498%  49.9%

annual consumption
of 58,000 MMSCM till

lan in FY26
50.2%
Import
*2025-26 data till Jan 2026
“*Million standard cubic metres  2025-26* 2024-25

Data: Atul Mathur; Source: Petrofeum Planning and Analysis Cell
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NDMC waives road restoration fees to expedite PNG rollout

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid an ongoing LPG supp-
ly crunch, the New Delhi Municipal Co-
uncil (NDMC) has announced a waiver
of road restoration charges for the lay-
ing of pipelines by Indraprastha Gas Li-
mited (IGL) to provide Piped Natural
Gas (PNG) connections across its juris-
diction for a period of three months,
Thecouncil hasalsodirected that per-
missions for road cutting related to IGL's
pipeline work be granted within 24 hours
of receiving a complete application. Offi-

cials have been instructed to ensure the
immediate commencement of work to
eliminate procedural delays and impro-
ve inter-departmental coordination.

“In the larger public interest, NDMC
has issued this circular to facilitate the
speedy expansion of PNG connections
bv IGL. The decision aims to ensure ex-
peditious execution of pipeline worksso
that residents and establishments can
receive PNG connections without unne-
cessary delay,” the council said in a cir-
cular issued on Friday.

Officials said the move is expected to

promote the use of cleaner and more
convenient fuel while accelerating in-
frastructure development.

IGLhasbeen directed to prioritisethe
work by deploying adequate manpower
and resources, and to ensure that all exca-
vated stretches are properly filled in and
secured promptly to avoid inconvenience
tothe public. NDMC’sroaddivisions have
also been instructed to restore affected
road stretches within a fixed timeframe.

“All concerned officials have been di-
rected to ensure strict compliance with
these instructions,” officials said.
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India diversifies LPG
supplies, imports
176k tonnes from US

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India’'s weekly
LPG imports fell to 265,000
tonnes in the week to March
19, from 322,000 tonnes on
March 5. West Asia inflows
declined to just 89,000 tonnes
in the week to March 19, the
lowest share since Jan 2026,
according to S&P Commodi-
ties At Sea (CAS).

The report, however, add-
ed that alternative regional
supplies increased to 176,000
tonnes, largely from the US,
in the week to March 19, up
from zero the previous week
when West Asia accounted
for100% of imports.

The report said Indian oil
marketing companies are
likely to import 2.2 million
tonnes of LPG from the US in
2026. CAS data added that US
LPG loadings destined for In-
dia are increasing, with vol-
umes now surpassing those
from traditional Gulf suppli-
ers. Petroleum ministry offi-
cials confirmed that some
cargoes from the US had al-
ready arrived, but did not
specity the number.

With officials calling the
availability of LPG “worri-
some”, India is trying to se-
cure the cooking gas from di-
versified sources, including
Russiaand Japan.

Officials said some car-
goeshadalreadyarrived from
the US, while oil refineries

India: Targeting
commercial ships
unacceptable

Targeting of commercial ship-
ping, endangering crew me-
mbers, impeding free navigation
and attacking civilianmaritime
infrastructureis unacceptable,
said the Indian govt, stressing
amid the escalating W Asia conf-
lict, India’s energy security and
trade are critically dependenton
the safeand unimpeded pass-
age through the Strait of Horm-
uz. Addressing a session of the
International Maritime Organi-
sation Council in London, Indian
high commissioner to the UK, Vi-
kram Doraiswami, said 24 Indian
flag vessels are operating inthe
Persian Gulf region. “Weremain
deeply concerned about the sa-
fety of all seafarers.” tun

were deliberating with sup-
pliers across other geogra-
phies to bridge the gap creat-
ed by disruptions in supplies
through the Strait of Hor-
muz. While LPG supplies
from West Asia take 7-8 days
to reach India, officials said
cargoes from the US take
about 45 days, while those
from Russia and Japan may
take 35-40 days.

India imports nearly 60%
of its LPG requirement and
about 90% of it comes from
West Asia.
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3 remote Maha villages to

forgo LPG refills to ease
pressure on urban demand

Abhilash.Botekar
@timesofindia.com

Nashik: At least 300 families
across three remote villages in
Dhule’s Sakri taluka have em-
barked on a remarkable act of
collective resolve — choosing
to depend on local natural re-
sources and voluntarily step-
ping away from LPG consump-
tion — to ease pressure on ur-
ban demand in Maharashtra.
For now, the community-dri-
ven effort will continue for the
next six months in Baripada,
Mohgaon and Chavdipada. On
average, each rural household
uses one cylinder every 45 days.
These villages will therefore
forego around 1.200 domestic
LPG cylinders over this period.
The initiative is led by so-
cial worker Chaitram Pawar, a
Padma Shri awardee for his
work in afforestation, water
conservation and wildlife pro-
tection. Villagers have volun-
tarily stopped LPGuse without
compromising their 35-year-
old practice of not felling trees
for firewood. Chaitram said
the move aims to ensure urban
residents, who lack alterna-
tives, can access LPGrefills.
Baripadasarpanch AnilPa-

war said the decision followed
consultations with women vil-
lagers on discontinuing LPG
use and use alternativefuels.

Hesaid: “Thisdecisionisnot
born of necessity but of nation-
alduty Whilecitiesstruggleand
families in cramped flats have
no option buttorely on LPG, vil-
lages like ours can adapt. If we
can ease the pressure onthe sys-
tem during a national shortage,
why shouldn’t we?”

Pawar added that most
houses have solar cookers,
smokeless chulhas and suffi-
cient cow dung for fuel. To en-
surethe transition does not bur-
den women alone, men have also
committed to the initiative.

At the foundation of this de-
cision lies a legacy dating back
to 1991, when Chaitram’s “Jal,
Jungle, Jameen” movement
transformed Baripada.

As the villagers embraced
afforestation andecological pro-
tection, theyalso began develop-
ing alternatives — solar cook-
ers, smokeless chulhas, fire-
wood from farm remnants, and
ample cow-dungfuel.

These resources, Pawar
said, make it possible to sustain
the initiative even through the
INONSO0N.
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