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PNGRB invites bids to lay LPG pipelines;
aims to attract 12,500 cr investments

LOGISTICS SHIFT. Nine pipeline projects identified amid plans to end road transportation of bulk LPG by 2030

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board (PN-
GRB) said on Friday it has
initiated the bidding process
forthe development of lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG)
pipeline infrastructure to
eliminate bulk movement to
the extent possible.

These pipelines will also
serve as storages during
times of need and address
the supply security crisis in
the country. This was pertin-
ent considering India’s LPG
import situation in the light
of the West Asia conflict and
the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.

FUTURE-READY PROJECT
It is proposed to do away
with road transportation of

FF -
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EASY DELIVERY. The project would contribute to India’s

climate goals by replacing fuel transportation via tankers with an

efficient pipeline system

bulk LPG by 2030. Through
this initiative, the PNGRB
reiterates its commitment to
developing a future-ready
energy infrastructure, pro-
moting the use of cleaner
fuels, and supporting the
Centre’s vision of ensuring
accessible, efficient and sus-
tainable energy for all,” the

regulator said. “The pro-
posed pipelines are designed
to connect key supply
sources, including refineries
and import terminals, with
LPG bottling plants, thereby
ensuring seamless evacu-
ation and distribution of
LPG across multiple re-
gions,” the PNGRB said.

As part of this initiative,
nine LPG pipeline projects
have been identified for de-
velopment. The PNGRB has
initiated a suo motu proposal
and carried out bidding for
these pipelines, it added.

It is in the process of con-
cluding bid proposals for
four pipelines — the Cher-
lapally-Nagpur pipeline, the
Shikrapur-Hubballi-Goa
pipeline, the Paradip-Raipur
pipeline and the Jhansi-Sit-
arganj pipeline. The cumu-
lative length of these pro-
posed pipelines is around
2,500 km. They will attract

investments of around
12,500 crore.
“Inview of precedent acci-

dents associated with LPG
transportation by road,
modal transfer from the road
to pipelines would reduce
the risks involved in road

transportation,  ensuring
safer and more dependable
delivery,” the PNGRB
emphasised.

ECO-FRIENDLY

The project would signific-
antly reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and contribute to
India’s climate goals by re-
placing fuel transportation
via tankers with an efficient
pipeline system. It is expec-
ted to enable seamless, high-
volume LPG movement with
reduced transit time and
minimallosses.

These pipelines would not
only improve safety and effi-
ciency in the supply chain
but also would be more eco-
nomical over other modes of
transportation. It would at-
tract investment, generate
employment and support re-
gional development.
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India spreads LNG supply basket
to Africa, barred Russian projects

S DINAKAR
Hyderabad, 17 April

New LNG sourcesare opening for India
— including blacklisted ones — after a
disruption to West Asian supplies
forcedimporterstodiversify and evalu-
ate the consequences of fetching sanc-
tioned cargoes, ship-tracking data
showed and industry sources said.

India may receive LNG cargoes this
month from a Russian project after two
years. The second supply will come
from Norway after seven years, ship-
tracking data showed and gas traders
said. Importersare seeking new sources
after Qatar, India’s biggest LNG sup-
plier, declared force majeure in early
March. Alittle lessthan a fifth of Qatar’s
LNG exportcapacity willbe operational
after three to five years, according to
QatarEnergy.

Spot supplies from Africa have par-
tially substituted those from West Asia
at twice the cost and with voyages to
India taking longer, trading sources
said. India’ssuppliescame under press-
ure after the European Union (EU)
banned spot purchases from Russia’s
Yamal LNG from April 25. India’s pre-
vious LNG purchase from Russia
(Yamal) was in April 2024, Kpler data
showed. African nationsloaded a record
1.2 million tonnes of LNG in March for
delivery to India. Of the 18 cargoes, 12
will land in April and the rest were
delivered last month, ship-trackingdata
showed. Todate, 754,000 tonnes of Afri-
can LNG — around a third of India’s
average monthly imports last year —
have been loaded with seven cargoes
expected to land in May and five this
month. Thecargoes wereboughtonthe
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spotmarket, at rates over $17 per million
British thermal units, traders said.

Norwegian LNG carrier Arctic Lady
left state-run Equinor’s Snohvit ter-
minalinearly Apriland will reach Dahej
terminal in Gujarat on May 12, accord-
ingtodata from Kplerand Vortexa. Prior
tothis, Indiareceived a cargo from Equi-
nor in December 2019. Deepak Ferti-
lisers has a 15year contract with
Equinor for supply of 650,000 tonnes of
LNGayear beginning 2026.

Russia’s Portovaya project, which
was blacklisted by the United States in
2025, may discharge an LNG cargo at
state-run Petronet Dahej terminal later
this month, according to data from
Kpler. A tanker named Kunpeng left
Portovaya on December 21 and after
floating in the high seas began moving

southinthe South China Sea, signalling
Dahejasitsdestination for dischargeon
April 25,Kpler data as of Friday showed.

India has avoided sanctioned LNG
and it is possible that Kunpeng may
eventually discharge at Beihai, China,
the only port to accept sanctioned LNG
cargoes, traderssaid. Also, Indian ports
and LNG terminals typically refuse oil
and LNG cargoes from projects and
ships sanctioned by the US, unless
Washington or New Delhi give explicit
permissions, the traders said. That has
not happened in Kunpeng’s case.

Sanctioned fuel

Portovaya delivered its first cargo in
fourmonthsthisweek —toChina—on
asanctioned tanker, UK industry data
provider Energy Intelligence said.
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PNGRB opens
bidding for LPG
pipeline infra

SUDHEER PAL SINGH
New Delhi, 17 April

The Petroleum and Natural
Gas  Regulatory  Board
(PNGRB) has opened bidding
for the development of lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) pipe-
lineinfrastructure toeliminate
bulk movement to the extent
possible, it said on Friday.

Theproposed pipelines are
designed to connect Kkey
supply sources, including
refineries and import ter-
minals with LPG bottling
plants, ensuring seamless
evacuation, and distribution
of LPG across multiple
regions, it said.

“As part of this initiative,
nine LPG pipeline projects
were identified for develop-
ment. PNGRB initiated the
sou moto proposal and carried
out bidding for these pipe-

THE REGULATOR SAID
THESE PIPELINES WOULD
ATTRACT A TENTATIVE
INVESTMENT OF 12,500
CRORE

lines. Currently, PNGRB is
concluding bid proposals of
four pipelines,” it said in
a statement.

The four proposed pipe-
lines include Cherlapally-
Nagpur pipeline, Shikrapur
-Hubli- Goa pipeline, Paradip-
Raipur pipeline, and the
Jhansi-Sitarganj pipeline. The
board aims to abolish the road
transportation of bulk LPG
by 2030.

“The cumulative length of
these proposed pipelines will
be 2,500 Kilometer. These
pipelines would attract a
tentative  investment of
12,500 crore,” it said.
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Kochi-Thoothukudi
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The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board {PN-
GRB) has granted authorisa-
tion to Indian Oil Corpora-
tion Ltd (IOCL) to lay, build,
operate and expand the Ko-
chi-Kanyakumari-Thoothu-
kudi Natural Gas Pipeline
(KTPL), in a key step to-
wards strengthening gas in-
frastructure in southern
India.

The proposed pipeline will
originate from the Kochi
LNG Terminal in Kerala and
extend up to Thoothukudi in
Tamil Nadu, covering a
length of approximately 425

km with a system capacity of

6.84 mmscmd, including
common carrier capacity, a
PNGRB note said.

CRUCIAL ROLE

The pipeline will facilitate ef-
ficient evacuation and trans-
portation of regasified LNG
from the Kochi LNG Ter-
minal to key demand centres
across Kerala and the south-
ern districts of Tamil Nadu.
It is expected to play an im-
portant role in enabling the
expansion of city gas distri-

ine

bution (CGD) networks and
supplying natural gas to in-
dustrial consumers, power
plants and other down-
stream sectors in the region.

SUCCESSFUL BIDDER
PNGRB said the authorisa-
tion follows a competitive
bidding process undertaken
by the body.

“After evaluation of the
technical and financial bids
received, IOCL emerged the
successful bidder for the pro-
ject,” it said.

The development of this
pipeline is expected to
provide several strategic and
economic benefits, including
the enhancement of natural
gas availability in Kerala and
southern Tamil Nadu,
thereby improving energy
accessibility in the region. It
will also help in strengthen-
ing the regional gas infra-
structure and improved in-
tegration with the national
gasgrid.

Among its key benefits will
be the facilitation of CGD ex-
pansion, enabling increased
supply of PNG and CNG to
households, commercial es-
tablishments and the trans-
port sector. It also promotes
cleaner energy usage.
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Governmentrollsout312,500 crore LPG
pipelineinfrastructuretocover 2500 km

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 17 April

Amid the mounting crisis of
LPG cylinders due to the Iran
War leading toglobal disruption
Indiahasbegunthe process of
development of liquified
petroleum gas (LPG) pipeline
infrastructure. The Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB)isinthe process
of concluding bid proposals of
four pipelines withan estimated
investment of Rs 12,500 crore.

As part of this initiative, 9
LPG pipeline projects were
identified for development.
PNGRE initiated Sou-Moto
proposal & carried out bidding
of these pipelines. PNGRB has
initiated the bidding process

for the development of LPG
pipeline infrastructure in a
significant way to eliminate
bulk movement to the extent
possible, the board said.

The cumulative length of
these proposed pipelines is
~2500 km, reflecting the scale
and strategic importance of
the initiative, it said. The four
pipelines include Cherlapally
— Nagpur Pipeline, Shikrapur
—Hubli-Goa Pipeline, Paradip

— Raipur Pipeline, and Jhansi
— Sitarganj Pipeline.

According tothepress release
by the regulatory body, the
proposed pipelines aredesigned
toconnect key supply sources,
including refineries and import
terminals, with LPG bottling
plants thereby ensuring seamless
evacuationand distribution of
LPG across multiple regions.

“Inview of precedent accidents
associated with LPG
transportation by road, the
modal transfer from road to
pipelines would reduce risks
involved in road transportation,
ensuring safer and more
dependable delivery,"the board
said.

The board added that
eliminating the bulk ransportation

of LPG through this project
would significantly reduce
greenhouse gas emissionsand
contribute to India’s climate
goals by replacing fuel
transportation viatankers with
an efficient pipeline system.

While addressing the media,
SujataSharma, Joint Secretary
(Marketing & Oil Refinery),
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural
(Gas, said, "Our domestic LPG
supply, including petrol and
diesel, is normal. There have
beenno reports of any dry-out
of LPG atany distributor. Also,
regarding auto LPG,in February,
public sector oil marketing
companies sold 177 tons of
auto LPG per day, compared
to approximately 296 tons per
day in April"

"State-wise, Kamataka, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Rajasthan,
and West Bengal are seeing
significant increases in auto
LPGsales.Government of India
is trying to expand the PNG
network toreduce the pressure
on LPG. State governments
have also been urged to grant
deemedapproval toall pending
applications. Operations at our
petrol pumps are normal, with
ample supplies of petrol and
diesel Refineries areoperating
at optimal capacity. Crude oil
stocksare sufficient. Domestic
LPG production has been
increased to supportdomestic
supply. We have ample supply,
so do not believe rumors and
buy petrol, diesel, and LPG
only as needed.” she said.
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LPG bookings edge toward normal as summer season eases demand

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W New Delhi

Cooking gas LPG demand is
inching towards normalcy as
domestic supplies increased
as onset of summer chips
away demand, a senior
official said on Friday.

With the war in West Asia
disrupting global energy sup-
plies, cooking gas availabil-
ity in India, too, was impact-
ed. Following this, the gov-
ernment prioritised supplies
to demestic household
kitchens by cutting supplies
to commercial establish-
ments such as hotels and
restaurants.

The cuts spark panic,
prompting even domestic
consumers to rush to secure
LPG refills. Daily bookings

exceeded 88 lakhs at peak
last month as against pre-
crisis bookings of about 45
lakh a day.

Efforts to raise domestic
output by diverting petro-
chemical pools into LPG pro-
duction, led to a 40-50 per
cent rise in output, prompt-
ing restoration of some of
those supplies.

At a news briefing, Sujata
sharma, Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Matural Gas, said daily book-
ings are in the range of 46-50
lakh currently.

“Deliveries are normal.
Yesterday (on April 16), about
50 lakh refill cylinders were
delivered at doorsteps of
users,” she said, adding that
the data suggests gradual
return to normalcy.

K e b -

Also aiding is the onset of
summer when heating
requirements falls.

“Thereis certainly a dip in
demand,” she said without
giving absolute numbers.

She said India has main-
tained stable supplies of
cooking gas and transport
fuels despite disruptions

linked to geopolitical ten-
sions, with the government
prioritising household con-
sumption and stepping up
allocations to key sectors.

Domestic LPG deliveries
remain normal, with no
shortages have been report-
ed at distributor points,
she said.

Online bookings account
for about 98 per cent of the
total demand, and authenti-
cated deliveries have risen to
over 90 per cent to curb
diversion.

Commercial LPG supply
has been restored to around
70 per cent of pre-crisis levels,
supported by targeted mea-
sures, including increased
allocation of smaller cylinders
for migrant workers and
expanded distribution cam-
paigns by state-run oil mar-
keting companies.

Since March 23, more than
16.41 lakh market-priced 5-kg
LPG cylinders have been sold
to those without a proper
domestic cooking gas con-
nections, she said.

These include migrants,
students and working profes-

sionals as well as small
businesses.

A total of 1.5 lakh tonnes
(equivalent to more than
70.14 lakh of 19 k2 commer-
cial LPG cylinders) of com-
mercial LPG have been sold
since March 14, she said,
adding that this includes
more than 8,850 tonnes of
Auto LPG.

Authorities have also
accelerated a shift towards
piped natural gas (PNG), pri-
oritising full supply to house-
holds and transport seg-
ments using compressed
natural gas. Gas allocation to
fertiliser plants has been
raised to about 95 per centof
recent average consump-
tion, while industrial supply
has been increased to as
much as 80 per cent.



Pioneer, Delhi, 18/04/2026
Page No: 11, Size: 17.09cm x 9.21cm

India targets 12,500 cr LPG pipeline
buildout to cut road transport by 2030

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W New Delhi

0il and gas regulator Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory Board has ini-
tiated a large-scale push to develop lig-
uefied petroleum gas (LPG) pipeline
infrastructure, aiming to reduce
dependence on road transport and
strengthen energy security.

The move is intended to connect
refineries and import terminals with
bottling plants through pipelines,
replacing bulk tanker movement and
improving the safety, reliability and
efficiency of LPG distribution.

As part of the initiative, the regula-
tor said, it has identified nine pipeline
projects and is currently in the process

of concluding bids for four key routes,
with a combined length of about
2,500 km. These include the
Cherlapally-Magpur, Shikrapur-Hubli-

Goa, Paradip-Raipur and |Jhansi-
Sitarganj pipelines.

The projects are expected to attract
investments of around 12,500 crore
and play a critical role in streamlining
LPG logistics, reducing transit
losses and cutting greenhouse
gas emissions.

The shift toward pipeline-based
transportation is also aimed at phasing
out bulk LPG movement by road by
2030, mitigating accident risks and
enhancing supply chain resilience.

The regulator said that the initiative
would support India’s broader energy
transition goals by improving access
to cleaner fuels while boosting infra-
structure development and regional
economic activity.
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Flex-fuel vehicles are critical for
reshaping India’s energy security: AIDA

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Having over 43 years of expe-
rience in sugar and ethanol
industry Vijendra Singh has
managed sugar & ethanol
businesses in states of Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka, and
Maharashtra in India, as well
as in Brazil. He currently
serves as the President of the
All  India  Distillers”
Association (AIDA)— the apex
national body representing
the distillery and ethanol
industry in India— and is also
the Executive Director &
Deputy Chief Executive
Officer of Shree Renuka
Sugars Limited, one of India's
prominentintegrated sugar
and bicenergy companies.

Singh was elected
President of AIDA at the
Annual General Meeting held
on & August 2025, In his role,
he represents the distillery
and ethanol sector on policy,
regulatory, sustainability,
and industry-development
platforms.

In a conversation with
The Pioneer he gives his
perspective on Flex-Fuel
Vehicles (FFVs) — Strategic
Imperative for India's Energy
Security. Excerpts:

7 India imports over 80% of
its crude oil. In your view,
how critical are Flex-Fuel

Vehicles (FFVs)in reshaping
India’s long-term energy
security strategy?

Ans - Flex-Fuel Vehicles (FFVs)
are highly critical for reshap-
ing India's energy security by
shifting the nation's trans-
port dependency from
imported fossil fuels to
domestic agricultural
resources.

The following points
gutline their importance:

Direct Reduction of Import
Dependency India's extreme
dependence on crude oil
imports can be mitigated
because ethanol raw mate-
rials are entirely grown by
Indian farmers. While
current E20 blending (20%
ethanol) is @ major step,
going beyond this thresheold
is “very difficult” without
the rapid rollout of FFVs and
Ethanol Hybrids. By enabling
vehicles to run on much

AIDA President Vijendra Singh

higher percentages of
ethanol {up to E100), India
can utilize its “net realistic
capacity” of 1,450 crore litres
of ethanol. This internal
supply helps insulate the
economy from global oil
price volatility and reduces
the massive foreign
exchange outflow required
for 80%+ crude imports.
Economic and Agricultural
Stability The critical role of
FFVs extends to India’s inter-
nal economic security by
providing a stable market for
surplus agricultural produce.
With current maize produc-
tion at 35 million tons,
increasing the yield to 5
tons per hectare (closer to
the world average of G tons)
would provide an addition-
al 15 million tons of maize.
This surplus alone could
generate 562 crore litres of
additional ethanol. By creat-
ing a “Farm-to-Fuel” pipeline,
FFVs ensure that national
energy expenditures are
redirected into the pockets
of Indian farmers rather than
foreign oil producers.
Environmental and Health
Security Energy security
strategy also encompasses
long-term health of popula-
tion. Ethanol is a high-octane
fuel (109 RON) that acts as
natural oxygenate, helping
petrel burn more efficiently.
This allows for replacement
of harmful, cancer-causing
synthetic aromatics like
benzene, toluene.
7 With increasing gecpolit-
ical disruptions affecting oil
supply chains, do you see
FFVs as a strategic hedge
against global volatility, or
merely a transitional
solution?
Ans - FFVs serve as a critical
strategic hedge by decou-
pling the transport sector

from volatile global energy
markets. Currently, India
faces extreme vulnerability
due to its heavy reliance on
crude oil imports, which are
often subject to geopolitical
tensions and maritime
supply chain disruptions. By
shifting the fuel base to
ethanol-a resource grown
entirely by domestic
farmers-FFVs ensure that
national energy security is
maintained regardless of
international conflicts. This
transition transforms energy
from a geo-strategic liabili-
ty into a manageable
domestic commodity.

7 How does AIDA position
FFVs within India’s broader
clean mobility roadmap
alengside EVs, hydrogen,
and CNG?

Ans - AIDA positions FFV's as
a frontline defense against
“disturbances in the Gulf
region” and the resulting
energy supply chain disrup-
tions. FFVs are ready for
“large-scale rollout” because
several Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs)
already have market-ready
prototypes. This makes FFVs
a primary tool for “propor-
tionately reducing depen-
dence on fuel imports™
during critical periods of
global volatility.

Bridge to High-Blend and
Pure Ethanol Usage The
roadmap identifies a need to
move beyond the current
E20 limit, with AIDA recom-
mending a phased increase
to 30% blending. FFVs are
positioned as the essential
vehicle technology to facili-
tate this transition, as stan-
dard engines cannot handle
these higher concentrations.
By enabling vehicles to run
on everything from E20 to
E100 (pure ethanol), FFVs
unlock the “full potential of
ethanol” as a strategic pillar
forIndia's energy transition.

Synergy with Rural and
Industrial Economy Unlike
mobility solutions that rely
on imported minerals or
complex new gases, FFVs
are positioned as part of a
“unique model” where
national energy goals con-
verge with the rural
economy. The roadmap sees

FFVs working in tandem
with other ethanol applica-
tions-such as ethanol for
cooking fuel in hospitals
and industrial kitchens or
future blending in diesel-to
create a comprehensive
bioenergy ecosystem. This
ensures that energy expen-
ditures directly support
Indian agricultural resources
and industrial capability.
7 How prepared are Indian
automotive manufacturers
to scale FFV production ata
mass level?
Ans - Indian automotive
manufacturers are technical-
ly prepared for a mass-level
transition. As stated in AIDA’s
letter to the Ministry, several
Original Equipment
Manufacturers (QOEMs) are
already equipped with
“market-ready prototypes”
for Flex-Fuel Vehicles. This
indicates that the core engi-
neering, including ethanol-
compatible fuel systems and
engine calibrations, has
already been developed and
tested for the Indian market.
The readiness is particular-
ly visible in the two-wheeler
and passenger car segments.
Major companies like
Toyota, Suzuki, and TVS are
actively developing and
showcasing FFVs designed to
run on higher ethanol blends
{up to E85 or E100), aiming to
reduce reliance on imported
oil and lower emissions.
These manufacturers are
capable of scaling up pro-
duction rapidly, as the tran-
sition leverages existing
internal combustion engine
{ICE) production lines, requir-
ing only specific component
upgrades rather than a com-
plete overhaul of manufac-
turing infrastructure.
Despite being technically
ready, mass scaling is cur-
rently hindered by econom-
ic barriers. Manufacturers
are hesitant to move into
high-volume production
because FFVs currently face
a high G5T rate of 28% to 48%.
Without “policy support,
incentives, and tax conces-
sions” to make these vehi-
cles affordable for the public,
manufacturers cannot justify
the investment required for
full-scale commercial rollout.
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RECEIPTS EXCEED THE BUDGETTARGET BY 10.5%

Govt nets record ¥78 438-cr
dividend from CPSEs in FY26

¢ Coal India,
ONGC among top
dividend payers

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, April 17

THE CENTRE'S DIVIDEND
receipts from central public
sector enterprises (CPSEs)
have exceeded the budget tar-
get by 10.50h to ¥78,438
crore in FY26, the highest-
ever annual receipt.

In the revised estimates for
FY26,the government pegged
CPSE dividend receipts at
71,000 crore, marginally
higher than the budget esti-
mate of ¥69,000 crore, sig-
nalling confidence in sus-
tained profitability across key
public sector undertakings.

Dividend income from
CP5Es is an important com-
ponent of the Centre's non-
tax revenue, alongside other
major sources such as surplus
transfers from the Reserve
Bank of India (REI) and pro-
ceeds from telecom spec-
trum auctions.

In FY25, CPSE dividend

EXCEEDING ESTIMATES

Centre's dividend receipts from CPSEs (¥ crore)
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the govt pegged CPSE

s R
m In FY25, the receipts
climbed to arecord
274,140 cr, exceeding
the budgeted target
of 249,000 crore

receipts climbed to a record
74,140 crore, comfortably
exceeding the budgeted tar-
get of 69,000 crore. That
outperformance was aided
by relatively benign global
crude oil and commodity
prices, which supported prof-
itability in several state-
owned energy companies.
The pattern has broadly
continued in FY26,with div-
idend payments once again
dominated by energy sector
enterprises. In FY 26, the top
dividend payers include Coal

India(% 10,2 71 crore), Oil and
Matural Gas Corporation
(¥10,002 crore), Indian Oil
Corporation (¥7,272 crore),
and Bharat Petroleum Corpo-
ration (¥5,17 1 crore),under-
scoring the sector's contin-
ued importance to
government finances,

In addition to traditional
CPSEs, financial and quasi-
sovereign investment vehi-
cles have emerged as signifi-
cant dividend contributors.
The National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund has paid

adividend of 4,013 croreto
the Centre so far, highlight-
ing the growing role of such
platforms in augmenting
non-tax receipts.

Higher dividend inflows
from CPSEs, together with the
record surplus transfer from
the Reserve Bank of India,
have helped cushion the Cen-
tre's fiscal position in recent
years. Supported by an RBI
dividend of ¥2.69 lakh crore,
the fiscal deficit for FY26 has
been pegged at 4.4% of GDP,
lowerthan 4.8% in FY25.
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Big LPG buildout:
X12.5K-crpipeline
bids near closure

SAURAY AMAND
Mew Delhi, April 17

INDI& HAS BEGUN the process
of developing liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) pipeline infra-
structure to eliminate bulk
movementof cooking fuel with
the Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board (PNGRE) in
the process of concluding bid
proposalsoffour pipelineswith
an estimated investment of
£12,500crore.

“The cumulative length of
these proposed pipelines is
around 2,500 kmy, reflecting the
scale and strategic importance
ofthe initiative,"the regulator
said. The four pipelines under
consideration include Cherla-
pally-Nagpur, Shikrapur-Hubli-
Goa, Paradip-Raipur, and
Jhansi-Sitarganj, forming the
first phase of theroll-out.

The move comes as LPG
transportation continues to nely
significantly on road-based
tankers. “India’s LPG consump-
tion in cookingand commercial
end use is recognised to be cru-
cial,” PNGRBE said, underlining
the need to connect portsand
refineries with bottling plants
efficiently.

‘While pipelines are the pre-
ferred mode,"a significant vol-
ume is still carried by bulk
tankers,” the regulator noted,
adding that the initiative aims
at"eliminatingbulk movement
tothe extentpossible.”

As part of the programme,
nine LPG pipeline projects have
been identified, with bidding
initiatedunderasuo motu pro-
posal,reflecting awider pushto

B9 LPG pipeline projects
have been identified, with
bidding initiated under a
suo motu propaosal

mit is proposed that road
transportation of bulk LPG
iz done away by 2030,
PNGRB said

strengthen LPG logistics.

The pipelinesare designed to
connect refineries and import
terminals with bottling plants,
ensuring “seamless evacuation
and distribution of LPG across
multiple regions,” FNGRE said

Safety considerations
remain central. “In view of
precedent accidents associated
with LPG transportation by
road, the modal transfer from
road to pipelines would reduce
risks involved in road trans-
portation,” the regulator said,
adding that pipelines would
ensure “safer and more depend-
able delivery” The long-term
planisclear,withPNGRBstating
that “it is proposed that road
transportation of bulk LPG is
done awayby 2030,"
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PNGRB's new LPG pipeline expansion
plan GOIEGERACH mvestment pivdZ S0Uicr

NEW DELHI

The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board
(PNGRB) on Friday said it
has opened bidding for the
development of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) pipe-
line infrastructure to elimin-
ate bulk movement by road
to the extent possible.
According to a press
release by the regulatory
body, the proposed pipelines
are designed to connect key

supply sources, including
refineries and import ter-
minals, with LPG bottling
plants, ensuring seamless
evacuation and distribution
across multiple regions.
"As part of this initiative,
nine LPG pipeline projects
were identified for develop-
ment. PNGRB initiated the
suo-moto proposal and car-
ried out bidding for these
pipelines. Currently, PNGRB
is in the process of conclud-
ing bid proposals of four
pipelines,” the press release

said. The cumulative length
of these proposed pipelines
will be 2,500 km, reflecting
the strategic importance of
the initiative. The four pro-
posed projects are the
Cherlapally-Nagpur pipeline,
Shikrapur-Hubli-Goa pipe-
line, Paradip-Raipur pipeline

and the Jhansi-Sitarganj
pipeline. The board aims to
abolish the road transporta-
tion of bulk LPG by 2030.
The new pipelines are
expected to attract a ten-
tative investment of 12,500
crore. "In view of precedent
accidents associated with
LPG transportation by road,
the modal transfer from
road to pipelines would
reduce risks involved in road
transportation, ensuring
safer and more dependable
delivery," the board said.



Hindu, Delhi, 18/04/2026

Page No: 13, Size: 25.43cm x 24.02cm

PNGRB close to finalising
bids for four LPG pipelines

The suo motu proposal for the pipeline infrastructure is part of the Petroleum and Natural Gas

Regulatory Board's objective of doing away with road transportation of bulk LPG by 2030

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

eeking to further
s strengthen the in-
frastructure of liqui-
fied petroleum gas (LPG)
and  ensure  storage
through pipeline infras-
tructure, the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulato-
ry Board (PNGRB) in-
formed on Friday that it
was in the process of con-
cluding bid proposals of
four such pipelines.
Collectively, the four pi-
pelines would span across
approximately 2,500 kilo-
metres and attract an in-
vestment of about 312,500
crore. The suo motu ten-
dering of the overall LPG
pipeline infrastructure is
part of the regulator’s
broader objective of doing
away with road transporta-
tion of bulk LPG by 2030.
“As part of the initiative,
nine LPG pipeline projects

Safe bet: PNGRB said that averting road transportation would help

reduce greenhouse gas emissions. FILE PHOTO

were identified for deve-
lopment. PNGRB initiated
suo motu proposal and
carried out bidding of
these pipelines,” the regu-
lator said in a statement.
“Currently, PNGRB is in the
process of concluding bid
proposals of four pipe-
lines,” it added.

The first pipeline is from
Telangana’s Cherlapally to
Nagpur in Maharashtra,
the second from Maha-
rashtra’s Shikrapur to Hu-

bli in Karnataka and there-
on to Goa, the third from
Odisha’s Paradip to Chhat-
tisgarh’s Raipur and the
fourth from Uttar Pra-
desh’s Jhansi to Uttarak-
hand’s Sitaraganj.

Other than expanding
on the infrastructure, the
regulator emphasised that
the pipeline infrastructure
would enable storing the
hydrocarbon cooking and
alternative automobile gas
through pipeline infras-

tructure so that they could
be utilised in times of cri-
sis, and avert the acciden-
tal risks associated with
transportation by road.

“These pipelines would
not only improve safety
and efficiency in the sup-
ply chain, but would also
prove to be more economi-
cal over other modes of
transportation,” it added.

PNGRB also said that
averting road transporta-
tion via pipelines would
help reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

Separately, the regula-
tor informed that State-
owned IndianQil had won
the bid for laying, building,
operating and expanding
the Kochi - Kanyakumari -
Thoothukudi Natural Gas
pipeline. The proposed pi-
peline covers approximate-
ly 425 km with a system ca-
pacity of 6.84 MMSCMD,
including the common car-
rier capacity.



NO EXTENSION

US Moveon
Russia Oil
Waiver Adds
toEnergy
Supply Crisis
India has been
engaged with USon

extending waiver
on Russian oil

Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury

New Delhi: The US anno-
uncement against allowing
extension on waiver of Rus-
sian oil exports will further
stress an already strained
energy scenario, where
continuation would have
benefited countries worst
affected by the Hormuz cri-
sis and least able to with-
stand its effects, highly pla-
ced sources told ET.

The issue of extending a
waiver for imports of sanc-
tioned Russian oil figured
during India’s foreign se-
cretary's recent visit to the
USA. It has been learnt that
India has been engaged
with the USA on extending
the waiver on Russian oil
imports given the constra-
ints on supply chains follo-
wing the war in West Asia.
There are reports that India
may continue with the oil
importsfrom Russia, uphol-
ding its sovereign rights.
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SOVEREIGN RIGHTS

‘India
% may con-

tinue with
the oil imports from
Russia, upholding
its sovereignrights’

The US will not be renewing
the waivers that allowed
purchase of some Iranian
and Russian oil without fa-
cing sanctions, Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent told
reporters on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, in New Delhi,
Russian Ambassador toIndia
Denis Alipovhasassured that
Russia will step up energy ex-
portstoIndiaincludingcrude
oil, LPG and LNG. Russia has
significantly increased oil
supplies to India and is ready
tocontinue delivering energy
resources in whatever volu-
mes India requires, accor-
ding to Alipov. India has been
a reliable partner, which is a
fact, with a consistent appro-
achunlike the West.

India’s crude oil imports
from Russia surged in
March, data from a Europe-
an think tank showed. New
Delhi’s crude oil purchases
from Moscow more-than-
tripled in March to $5.8 bil-
lion from $1.54 billion in Fe-
bruary, the Center for Rese-
arch on Energy and Clean
Air (CREA) said on Tues-
day. India also imported co-
alworth$371 million and oil
products amounting to $196
million from Russia in
March, according to the re-
port.New Delhi has emer-
ged as a key market for Rus-
sian oil since March 2022. It
bought almost 2 million
barrels a day in 2024 and ne-
arly $44 billion of crude
from Moscow last year.
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India targets 12,500 cr LPG pipeline buildout
to cut road transport dependence by 2030

NEW DELHI: The Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRE) has launched a
major initiative to expand LPG
pipeline infrastructure, aimin,
to reduce dependence on roa
transport and strengthen India’s
energy security.

The move seeks to connect
refineries and import terminals
with bottling plants through
pipelines, replacing bulk tanker
movement and improving the
safety, reliability and efficiency
of LPG distribution.

As partof the plan, PNGRB
has identified nine pipeline
projects and is in the process of
concluding bids for four major
routes—Cherlapally-Nagpur,
Shikrapur-Hubli-Goa, Paradip-
Raipur and Jhansi-Sitarganj—
covering a combined length of
about 2,500 km. These projects
are expected to attract invest-
ments of around Rs 12,500

crore. “India’s LPG consump-
tion in cooking and commer-
cial end use is crucial. There
is a need to efficiently connect
ports and refineries with bot-
tling plants. While pipelines
are the preferred mode for
transportation, a significant
volume is still carried by bulk
tankers,” PNGRB said. The reg-
ulator noted that it has initi-
ated the bidding process to cut
road transportation. The shift
to pipelines is aimed at phas-

ing out such transportation by
2030, reducing accident risks,
lowering transit losses and cut-
ting greenhouse gas emissions.

According to PNGRB, the
proposed pipelines will link key
supply sources with bottling
plants, ensuring seamless evac-
uation and distribution of LPG
across multiple regions.

The network is also expected
to serve as a buffer during sup-
ply disruptions, strengthening
overall supply chain resilience.

“This marks a major stride
towards strengthening India’s
energy logistics network and
enhancing the reliability, safety,
efficiency and environmental
sustainability of LPG transpor-
tation,” the regulator said. The
pipeline system is expected to
enable high-volume LPG move-
ment with shorter transit times
and minimal losses, while also
proving more economical than
road transport. In addition,
the projects are likely to attract
investment, generate employ-
ment and su]pport regional eco-
nomic development.
“Through this initiative,
PNGRB reiterates its commit-
ment to developing robust and
future-ready energy infrastruc-
ture, promoting cleaner fuels
and supporting the govern-
ment’s vision of ensuring acces-
sible, efficient and sustainable
energy for all.” it added. AGencIEs



SHANGHAI PAYMENT ROUTE

Indian Refiners Turn to Yuan for Iran Oil Payments

Payments routed
via ICICI's Shanghai
branch; Iran oil
waiver ends Sunday

Reuters

New Delhi | Mumbai: Indian
refiners are settling payments
for rare cargoes of Iranian oil
purchased under a temporary
U.S. sanctions waiver using Chi-
nese yuan through ICICI Bank,
four sources familiar with the
mattersaid.

Last month, Washington unvei-
led 30-day waivers on U.S. sanc-
tions for the purchase of Russian
and Iranian oil at sea in an at-
tempt to ease prices driven up by
the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran. Trea-
sury Secretary Scott Bessent said
on Wednesday that the U.S. would

not renew the waivers, with the
exemption on Iranian oil set to
lapse on Sunday.

Difficulties in arranging pay-
ments for such cargoes, given
longstanding sanctions on Teh-
ran, have deterred some potenti-
albuyers of Iranian crude under
the waiver, traders said.

Earlier this month, state-run
Indian Oil Corp (I0C), the count-
ry’s largest refiner, bought 2 mil-
lion barrels of Iranian oil onbo-
ard the very large crude carrier
JayainIndia’s first such purcha-
se in seven years, Reuters repor-
ted. The cargo is estimated to be
worth roughly $200 million.

India has also allowed four ves-
sels carrying Iranian oil to berth
for privately run Reliance Indu-
stries, sources saidlast week. One
vessel, MT Felicity, has dischar-
gedsofar, according to LSEG data
and a shipping source.

Both refiners are settling the
trades through ICICI Bank,
which is routing funds in Chine-

se yuan via its Shanghai branch
to seller accounts in yuan. The
identity of the sellers could not
bedetermined.

ICICIBank,I0C, Reliance Indu-
stries, and India’s foreign mini-
stry did notrespond to emails se-
eking comment.

Details on how these cargoes
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are being paid for have not been
previously reported.

NOTICE OF READINESS

10C paid about 95% of the cargo’s
value against the supplier’s noti-
ce of readiness, which indicates
that the loaded tanker had ente-
red Indian waters, two of the so-

urcessaid. One of themdescribed
thisasanunusual arrangement.

Typically, Indian state-owned
refiners settle payments upon
delivery or discharge for oil from
countries under Western sanc-
tions, the sources said. India has
been among the top buyers of
Russian oil since Moscow’s 2022
invasion of Ukraine triggered
widespread Western sanctions.

The sources declined to be na-
med as they were not authorised
tospeak to the media.

Indian refiners have also used
China’s currency to settle some
of their Russian oil purchases.

10C does not plan to make furt-
her Iranian oil purchases, one of
the sources said.

Until the U.S. waiver, India had
avoided purchasing Iranian oil
since 2019 due to American sanc-
tions.

Chinese independent refiners,
known as “teapots”, have been
themainbuyers of Iranianoil ex-
ports since then.
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41 India-Bound Ships Waiting To Cross Channel | Mkts Rejoice

Oilcos, exporters, importers
cheer Hormuz Strait opening

Dipak Dash & Atul Mathur| Tnn

New Delhi: Indian oil com-
panies, fertiliser importers
and exporters are cheering
the opening of the Strait of
Hormuz for global commer-
cial vessels.

There are 41 India-bound
ships, both Indian and fore-
ign-flagged, loaded with car-
go, including crude, LPG,
LNG and fertiliser, that are
waiting to cross the narrow
channel, where Iran has
blocked normal movement
since Feb 28, the day US and
Israel launched a joint mili-
tary strike.

Over a dozen of these
ships are carrying fertili-
sers, which are crucial for In-
dia to receive before the kha-
rif sowing starts. Of the ves-
selswaiting westof Hormuz,
15areIndian, whiletherema-
ining 26 are foreign-flagged.
TOI has learnt that among
these, 10 are loaded with cru-
de oil, four are LPG tankers
and threeare carrying LNG.

Soon after the announce-
ment, oil prices retreated be-
low $90 levels, with Brent fu-
tures trading 11.5% lower at
$87.9 a barrel. Lower oil pri-
ces will translate into lower
transport costs.

“Thefall in oil prices will
resultinadeclineininterna-
tional freight rates, which
will be a big gain across sec-
tors,” said Dev Garg, direc-
tor at  Singapore-based
shipping firm Eximwala So-
lutions.

Danish Shah of Pune-ba-
sed Sanghar Exports said
that with freight costs top-

FREIGHT RATES SEEN GOING DOWN

> Exporters are hoping

that normalcy returns in
Hormuz Strait

> They are expected to push
shipments over few days,
subject to availability of
ships and containers

&6 We are expecting
bulk demand from the
region (West Asia), especially
with freight rates expected to

Ras

> Freight rates have shot up
four-to-five times compared
to $700 a container DRRK
was paying to ship goods to
Jeddah port
'1 6 Fall in oil prices
will result in a decline
in international
freight rates, which will
be a big gain across sectors
—Dev Garg, director at

shipping firm Eximwala
Solutions

come down — Amit Marwah,
MD of DRRK Foods

Egypt, Jordan in expanded RELIEF list

New Delhi: Govt on Friday expanded the list of eligible
destinations under RELIEF scheme for exporters amid the West
Asia crisis, which has impacted the country’s exports. On March
19, govtlaunched the Rs 497 crore Resilience and Logistics
Intervention for Export Facilitation scheme to assist exporters
facing disruptions due to the conflict. “With this expansion,
Egyptand Jordan have been added to the list of eligible
countries for shipments meant for delivery ortranshipment,
under the relevant provisions of the RELIEF framework,” the

commerce ministry said. Acencies

ping the price of a consign-
ment of onions, exports to
West Asia, a key market for
his company, had almost
stopped. Inany case, with the
uncertainty, banana exports
to most of West Asiahave be-
en suspended given its peris-
hablenature. “Weneed to see
how shipping lines respond
to it. Currently, it is unviable
toexport.”

While exporters are ho-
ping that normalcy returns
inthe Strait, they are also ex-
pected to push shipments
over the next few days, sub-
ject to availability of ships

and containers.

Amit Marwah, MD of
Amritsar-based DRRK Fo-
ods, expectsdemand to incre-
ase from West Asia and his
company’s 18,000 tonnes of
basmati rice stranded at In-
dian ports to start moving.
“We are expecting bulk de-
mand from the region, espe-
cially with freight rates ex-
pected to come down,” he sa-
id. Freightrates have shotup
four-to-five times compared
tothe $700 a container DRRK
was paying to ship goods to
Jeddah port.

“Wewillnotjustbeableto

push our goods to West Asia
but this will result in a shor-
ter route for cargo meant for
Europe. It is positive for our
exports in April,” said Ajai
Sahay, director general at ex-
porters’ body Fieo.

Officials tracking the de-
velopments said that around
two dozen Middle East-bo-
undshipsarewaitingat Indi-
an ports. “Things will be cle-
arer in the next couple of da-
ys as more ships start cros-
singthe Strait. How shipping
lines complete procedures
and negotiate war risk char-
ges with insurers remains to
be seen. It takes four-to-six
days for ships to travel from
west of Hormuz to Indian
ports. The resumption of
free sailing will bring huge
relief,” said a senior official
atagovt-owned port.

The arrival of cargo on
ships waiting to clear the 36-
km passage is expected to ea-
sepressure onenergy suppli-
es, which have been disrup-
ted for more than 45 days due
to military conflict in West
Asiaand closure of Hormuz.
India used diplomatic chan-
nels to ensure that nine Indi-
an merchant ships — all car-
rying LPG, the primary coo-
king fuel in the country —
crossed the Strait safely
Govt has not shared details
of foreign-flagged vessels,
saying these relate to trade
and are chartered by diffe-
rent firms.

To ensure there was no
shortage of energy supplies,
officials said India secured
supplies from diversified so-
urces during this period.
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Oil, gas plunge on hope
for end of war in Gulf

il and European natural gas
() prices tumbled after Iran said

that the Strait of Hormuz is
“completely open,” raising hopes that
the unprecedented disruption to the
critical shipping artery may soon be
nearing anend.

Brent futures retreated near $89 a
barrel in London, erasing most gains
since the start of the US-Iran war,
while West Texas Intermediate
slumped to around $83 in New York.
European benchmark gas prices fell
as much as 10% near 38 euros a mega-
watt-hour. Prices plummeted after
Iran said it would open the Strait of
Hormuz for the duration of a 10-day
ceasefire between Israel and Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon. The waterway is now
“completely open” for commercial
shipping, Iran’s foreign minister Ab-
bas Araghchiposted on X on Friday.

“The market 1s now pricing that

the war and the closure of the Straitis
over,” said Arne Lohmann Rasmus-
sen, chief analyst at Global Risk Man-
agement. “Thatsaid wenoticethatitis
only for vessels going along the Ira-
nian coast line. So maybe not a full
opening.”

Friday’s moves stoked optimism
there may be an end in sight to the sev-
en-week long conflict, which ushered
in the worst global energy supply dis-
ruption in recent history. In oil mar-
kets, trend-following commodity trad-
ing advisers liquidated long positions
to sit at 27% long in Brent on Friday,
compared with 82% at the start of the
session, according to data from
Kpler’s Bridgeton Research group.

Between Europe and the US, prices
of middledistillatessuchasgasoiland
diesel led the oil complex down, with
gasoil pricesfalling by asmuch as16%
attheirlowsof the day. sLoomeera




To cut LPG
transport via
road, govt plans
new pipelines
Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aiming to elimi-
nate bulk transportation of
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
through roads by 2030, the Pet-
roleumand Natural Gas Regu-
latoryBoard (PNGRB)has ini-
tiated the bidding process for
new pipeline infrastructure
connecting refineries, import
terminalsand bottling plants.

The regulator Friday said
that the proposed pipelines
are designed to connect key
supply sources, including re-
fineries and import termi-
nals, with LPG bottling plants
to ensure seamless evacua-
tion and distribution across
regions. These pipelines
would also act as storage dur-
ing times of need and help ad-
dress supply security con-
cerns in the country.

The PNGRB said that a to-
tal of nine LPG pipeline pro-
jects have been identified un-
der the initiative. The regula-
tor has initiated bids on a suo
motu basisand is currently in
the process of concluding bid
proposals for four pipelines—
Cherlapally-Nagpur, Shikra-
pur-Hubli-Goa, Paradip-Rai-
purandJhansi-Sitarganj. The
cumulative length of the pro-
posed pipeline network will
be around 2,500 km, covering
key regions across the coun-
try, with an estimated invest-
ment of around Rs 12,500
crore. At present, India hasan
LPG pipeline network of a lit-
tle over 8,000 km, indicating a
significant scale-up in infras-
tructure under the new plan.

The modal shift to pipe-
lines would reduce risks asso-
ciated with tanker movement
and ensure safer and more de-
pendable delivery. “The pro-
ject would significantly re-
duce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and contribute to India’s
climate goals by replacing fuel
transportation via tankers
with an efficient pipeline sys-
tem. It is expected to enable
seamless, high-volume LPG
movement with reduced tran-
sit time and minimal losses,
improve safety and efficiency
inthe supply chain, and would
prove to be more economical
over other modes of transpor-
tation,” the PNGRB said.
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