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Govt clamps down on LPG
refills for plped gas users

‘Cannot Keep
Both, Surrender
Gas Cylinders’

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Amid pressure
on domestic LPG supply, govt
on Saturday clamped down
on consumers keeping both
piped cooking gas and LPG
connections and directed
them to surrender the latter.
It also said consumers
having PNG connections will
not be allowed to take refills
of domestic LPG from any
public sector oil company.
Though the exact number of
consumers having both PNG
and LLPG connections wasnot
known, officials said the fig-
ure could be substantial.
Govt issued a gazette noti-
fication on Saturday under
the Essential Commodities
Act and amended the Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas (Regula-
tion of Supply and Distribu-
tion) Order by including these
clauses. It has also issued di-
rections to oil companies de-
claring supplying of domestic

A worker Ioadlng gas cyllnders ina truck in Vuayawada on Sa.turday

LPG cylinder refills to con-
sumers already owning PNG
asa “prohibited activity”.

Petroleum ministry offi-
cials said despite ensuring
the supply for domestic con-
sumers, panic booking for
refills had increased by
nearly 60%, from55.71lakh in
Feb to 88.8 lakh on March 13,
forcing govtto take some im-
mediate measures.

Sujata Sharma, joint secre-
tary in the petroleum minis-
try, said though the supply of
LPG was still an “issue of con-
cern”, govt’s highest priority
is to ensure an uninterrupted
supply of cooking gas cylin-

ders to domestic consumers,
educational institutions and
hospitals. While govt is tap-
ping new geographies to pur-
chase LPG, Sharma said the
refineries had ramped up do-
mestic production by 31%.

Sharma said the PSU oil
companies had been asked to
promote digital LPG bookings
and urged consumers not to
visit dealerships. While 84%
people were booking their re-
fills online, officials said visit-
ing the dealership was just
adding to the queues.

“LPG cylinders can be
booked easily through digital
platforms such as IVRS calls,

SMS, WhatsApp and mobile
applications of the oil market-
ing companies. Consumers
are advised to book cylinders
from home and avoid visiting
LPGdistributors unnecessari-
ly” Sharma said, adding that
the IVRS system of one OMC
was malfunctioning, which
hasnow been setright.

The officer again asked
domestic and commercial
consumers to switch to PNG.
Piped gas is available in 307
geographical areas across
the country To encourage
people, Indraprastha Gas
Limited in Delhi said domes-
tic consumers activating
their dormant PNG connec-
tions or getting a new one by
March 31 will be given a waiv-
er of Rs500in their first bill.

Officials said the compa-
ny haddoubled its capacity of
giving new connections, from
700-800 a day to 1,500 daily.
They confirmed that queries
for PNG connections in the
capital had increased “3-4
times” in just two days.

To prevent black market-
ingandhoarding, teamsof the
food and civil supplies depart-
ments of respective states and
OMCs were conducting raids
andtakingaction.
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No disruption in PNG supply
to hospitals, says IGL

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Indraprastha Gas Li-
mited (IGL) on Saturday clarified
that piped natural gas (PNG) supp-
ly tohospitalshasnot been stopped
and no disruption is expected.

The company said the advisory
issued was only a precautionary
step 1In view of uncertainties in
global LNG supply and did not in-
dicate any halt in gas supply.

Areportpublished in The Times
of India on March 14, “PNG Supply
may be hit, IGL asks hosps to be rea-
dy”, was based on the advisory issu-
ed by the company and the arrange-
ments that hospital authorities we-

recontemplating in case of adisrup-
tion. The story nowhere said that
the supply had been stopped or dis-
rupted in any manner.

In an advisory issued on March 9,
the company stated: “While IGL 1s
undertaking all reasonable efforts to
maintain uninterrupted PNG supply
to you, we recommend maintaining
adequate alternate fuel arrange-
ments as a contingency, as per clause
2.10of the Gas Sale Agreement.”

In a statement sent to TOI on
Saturday, IGL said that it continu-
es to coordinate with suppliers to
manage gas availability and ensu-
re supply for all essential services,
including hospitals.
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