CNG price
hiked to 282,
PNG rate
unchanged

Somit.Sen@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Compressed nat-
ural gas (CNG) has become
costlier across the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
(MMR) from Sunday, with
Mahanagar Gas Limited
(MGL) hiking the retail
price by arupee perkg. The
revisiontakestheCNGrate
to Rs 82 per kg in Mumbai,
Thane, Navi Mumbai and
other parts of MMR, im-
pacting a large section of

Wholesale onion
prices fall amid
export slump

Mumbai/ Navi Mumbai:
Wholesale prices of onion
in APMC Vashidropped to
Rs 8-12 per kg on Saturday
owing to excess domestic
stock after exports de-
clined amid the war in
West Asia. Retail rates,
however, remain un-
changed across Mumbai
at Rs 20-24 per kg. Market
observers said prices had
dropped 50% compared to
the corresponding period
the previous year. Tnn

daily commuters as autos,
taxis and buses continue to
rely heavily on the fuel.

Mumbai Rickshaw-
men's Union leader Tham-
py Kurien said that the in-
crease in gas prices will
lead to rise in operational
costsas thefuel hasbecome
expensive over the past
year. He added that the
unionmayalso seek amini-
mum one rupee hike in au-
torickshaw fares, with the
fuel rates going up.

The price of domestic
piped natural gas (PNG),
Jhowever, remains un-
changed at Rs 50 per unit.
This has brought relief to
31 lakh households across
MMR, which have piped
cooking gas, as they will
not face any increase in
prices.
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Energy, trade talks on agenda
as FS Misri heads to Europe

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Mew Delhi, April 11

FOREIGMSECRETARY VIKRAM
Misri will undertake a three-
day visit to Paris and Berlin
beginning Sunday for high-
leveltalks onenergy, trade and
defence — sectors that have
become increasingly critical
amid a fractured geopolitical
landscape. Misri's visit to
France and Germany comes at
the end of his trip to the US,
where he met Secretary of
State Marco Rubioand a num-
ber of other senior officials of
the Trump administration.
The West Asia crisis and its
impact on energy security are
expectedto figure prominently
in Misri's talks with the inter-
locutors in Paris and Berin. In
Faris, the foreign secretary will
co-chair the India-France For-
eign Office Consultationsalong
with Martin Briens, the secre-
tary general of the French For
eign Ministry, the Ministry of
External Affairs [MEA) saidin a
staterment on Saturday.

B The West Asia crisis
&itsimpacton energy
security are expected
to figure prominently
in Misri's talks

B Misri's visit comes at
the end of his trip to
the US where he met
Secretary of State
Marco Rubio

In Betlin, the forelgn secre-
tarywill co-chairthe India-Ger-
marny Foreign Office Consulta-
tions alongside Geza Andreas
von Geyr, the state secretary of
the German Foreign Office, the
MEA said. The discussions
would coverdiverse domains of
bilateral cooperation, including
trade and investments, defence
and security, technology, green
energy, development coopera-
tion, education and people-to-
people ties, aswell asglobaland
regional matters of mutual
interest, it said.

The foreign secretary’s trip

follows the wisits of German

Chancellor Friedrich Merz and
French President Emmanuel
Macron to India in January and
February, respectively.

During the three-daywisit to
theUS, Misri discussed further-
ing energy cooperation in
nuclear power and new areas
such as coal gasification and
LPG exports in his meetingwith
U5 Energy Secrctary Chrs
Wright. Misri's discussion
focused on “advancing energy
security, deepening bilateral
energy trade, and identifying
new avenues to strengthen the
India-US Energy Partnership”,

theIndian Embassy said.
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Hormuz deal to shape
resumption of Qatari
LNG/LPG imports

The complex dynamics of who ends up controlling the strait will be key

in resuming imports to India, or other countries, for that matter

M. Kalyanaraman

ndia is looking to turn
lon the LNG-LPG tap

soon from Qatar with
Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh
Puri completing a two-day
visit to the country and
meeting with Qatar Energy
officials and responsible
ministers.

Qatar was contributing
some 40% of India’s LNG
imports that contributed
half of India’s natural gas
consumption. India’s first
ever LNG imports were in-
tended to come from Ras
Laffan, Qatar, some 25
years ago for the troubled
Enron power plant in Dab-
hol. India has since then
become a major customer
of Qatar, taking in some
15% of its annual LNG pro-
duction. Citing war, both
sides had declared a force
majeure termination of
contracts.

Qatar produces LPG
from its refineries, through
a Gas-to-Liquids facility, as
well as through natural gas
processing, the last being
the biggest contributor.
Qatar’s LPG provides some
30% of India’s LPG im-
ports. And the current cri-
sis has impacted India’s
LPG requirements, much
more than even crude oil.

Qatar has reported at-
tacks in its GTL plant and
petrochemical units that
produce LPG. Fall in natu-
ral gas production, too,

During Mr. Puri's recent visit to Qatar, the two sides “emphasized the
need for unimpeded freedom of navigation.” pmi

will in turn affect LPG out-
put and getting natural gas
production to full potential
may well address the LPG
supply to a large measure.

In the recent war, four
LNG production trains, out
of a total of 14 in Qatar,
were damaged, reportedly
reducing production ca-
pacity by 17%.

“Repairs are a matter of
months, probably years,
while ramp up of produc-
tion from the undamaged
10 trains could be a matter
of weeks,” says Jean-Chris-
tian Heintz, founder at Wi-
deangle LNG consulting.

But the bottleneck may
well be shipping, i.e., ex-
porting to India, not ramp-
ing up of production at Ras
Laffan. Three of the five
loading berths are opera-
tional, which implies an
impairment of 40%.

“Further, the LNG
voyage must be 100% safe.
Qatar Energy cares a lot
about reputation, safety

and security,” says Mr.
Heintz. The complex dy-
namics of who ends up
controlling the strait will
be key in resuming LNG
imports to India, or other
countries, for that matter.

During Mr. Puri’s visit,
the two sides “emphasized
the need for unimpeded
freedom of navigation and
the global flow of com-
merce to maintain global
supply chains.”

But tolls are on the ne-
gotiating table.

Qatar’s North Field and
Iran’s South Pars are two
halves of the same gas
field, which may well mean
the two countries need to
have a working relation-
ship into the future.

Stakeholders such as
Adnoc have come out
against any tolls, for Qatar,
as this would mean paying
for the repairs to get pro-
duction up, on top of pay-
ing the toll, says Mr.
Heintz.



‘Observed three
times rise in demand
for domestic PNG’

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Indraprastha Gas Ltd.,
which was receiving 600
connection requests a day
prior to the West Asia con-
flict, is now seeing a surge
of 2,100-2,200 connec-
tions per day, said its ma-
naging director Kamal
Kishore Chatiwal.

“There has been a mas-
sive surge in demand. In
the National Capital Region
(NCR), especially, we are
seeing registrations for
new connections and old
connections  [activating
dormant connections] has
increased three times,” he
told The Hindu on the side-
lines of the Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory
Board’s Energy Security
Conference here Friday.

“Earlier, we were doing
600 connections, now we
have reached up to about
2,100 to 2,200, and going
forward, considering the
push, we are expecting it
to increase to 3,000 per
day”

On the outlook, the MD
attributed the spike in ac-
tivated connections to the
government order that
specified timelines for per-
missions, addressed pro-
cedural delays and stan-
dardised norms.

Mr. Chatiwal underlined
that the city-gas distribu-
tors’ initial focus was on
areas that where already
feasible. “First, we are fo-
cussing on the easier part,
especially in IGLs case,
there are four-five lakh
connections, and with a lit-
tle push we can convince
the customer to transition

Kamal Kishore Chatiwal

to piped natural
(PNG),” he said.

“These are connections
where gas is already there,
but there is some minor
job to be completed and
get a nod from the custom-
er. It is not that I have to
create a new network to
make the gas available,” he
said.

gas

Gazette push
Responding to a query
about network expansion
and the impact from the
gazette notification putting
forth directions for push-
ing piped gas infra, Mr.
Chatiwal noted that per-
mission had been expedit-
ed and in some cases,
deemed permission.

However, the MD em-
phasised that the biggest
push came in with the ra-
tionalisation of rates. “The
best part is the rationalisa-
tion of rates.

The rates [that is, rental
charges for pipelines] in
some States were as high as
7 lakh per kilometre,
which now have been stan-
dardised to ¥1,000 per ki-
lometre,” he said, adding,
“That was among the fac-
tors which was hindering
expansion.”
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Indian LPG tanKer crosses Strait
of Hormuz after US-Iran Ceasefire

PIONEER HEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

India’s LPC tanker Jag
Vikram has successfully nav-
izated the Strait ofHormugz,
becoming one of the first
Indian vessels to pass
through the volatile corridor
following a temporary
ceasefire between the
United States and Iran.

The crossing, completed
between Friday night and
Saturday morning, highlights
both the fragility of mar-
itime trade in the region
and the global dependence
on this narrow but vital oil
and gas transit route.

Owned by The Great
Eastern Shipping Company,
Jag Vikram is among a small
group of Indian-flagzed
vessels resuming movement
from the Persian Gulf since
early March, when escalating
tensions had disrupted ship-
ping and raised fears of a
wider energy crisis.

The strait of Hormuz, one
of the world's most strategi-

cally important chokepoints,
handles a significant share of
global oil and gas shipments.
Any disruption in this
passage has immediate
ripple effects on interna-
tional energy markets,
supply chains, and prices.
For India—the world’s
third-largest energy con-
sumer—the stakes are par-
ticularly high. A substantial

portion of its liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) and
crude oil imports passes
through this corridor,
making safe navigation
essential for maintaining
both industrial activity and
household energy access.

The temporary ceasefire
between Washington and
Tehran haz offered a narrow
window forshipping opera-

tions to resume, easing
some of the pressure on
global supply chains. The
passage of Jag Vikram
reflects a tentative return to
normalcy, though risks
remain elevated.

Industry observers note
that while shipments have
restarted, companies are
continuing to monitor the
situation closely, with insur-
ance costs, rerouting deci-
sions, and naval activity still
influencing maritime oper-
ations.

Despite this breakthrough,
the broader geopolitical
environment remains
uncertain. Any renewed
escalation could once again
threaten the flow of energy
through the region, affect-
ing not just India but
economies worldwide. For
now, the successful transit
of Jag Vikram stands as a
cautious but important
step—one that underscores
how closely global energy
security is tied to stability
in the Gulf.
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