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Qatar commits to ‘reliable’
cnergy flows for India: Govt

NANDINI KESHARI & SHUBHANGI MATHUR
New Delhi, 10 April

Qatar, India’slargest supplier of lique-
fied natural gas (LNG), has assured
New Delhi it will remain a “reliable”
energy partner, following Oil Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri’s visit to Doha
after the US-Iran ceasefire, a senior
government official said Friday.
“Qatar is an important supplier of
energy toIndia. He (Puri) had engage-
ments with his Qatari counterpart...
Qatar’s energy minister reaffirmed
thecountry’scommit-
ment to remain a
reliable energy sup-
plier and look forward
to continuing and
WEST ASIA strengthening energy
CONFLICT relations and cooper-
ation with India,” said
Randhir Jaiswal, spokesperson for
the Ministry of External Affairs, at an
inter-ministerial briefingon develop-
ments in West Asia.
During a two-day visit to Doha on
April 9-10, Puri met Saad Sherida Al-
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Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri (left) with Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, Qatar’s
energy minister and CEO of QatarEnergy

Kaabi, Qatar’s energy minister and
chiefexecutive officerof QatarEnergy.
QatarEnergy, which provides
about 40 per cent of India’s gas
requirements, had halted LNG pro-
duction amid attacks on its facilities,
affectingsupplies to New Delhi. Qatar
also supplies crude oil and liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) to India.
Despitegeopolitical strains, India is

o~ -

PHOTO: X VIA @HARDEEPSPURI

supporting neighboring countries to
meetenergy needs, Jaiswalsaid. India
supplied 38 million tonnes of petro-
leum productstoSri Lankaandsigned
a government-to-government agree-
ment with Mauritius for oil and gas
supply. External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankariscurrently visiting Mauritius.

Power availability in India
remains stable despite LNG dis-

ruptions due to limited reliance on
gas-based generation, said Piyush
Singh, additional secretary at the
Ministry of Power.

Gas-based power accounts for
about 1.4 per cent of India’s total
capacity. Of roughly 20 gigawatts of
gas-based capacity, 2.4 gigawatts of
non-grid-connected capacity oper-
ated continuously during the period,
while grid-connected plantsreceived
fuel as required, Singh said. LNG-
based capacity has been affected, he
added. “As a replacement, we have
deferred our plant maintenance of
about 10-gigawatt capacity for the
next 3months.”

India typically requires about
8 gigawatts during the summer to
balance load.

Gas-based plants have recently
been permitted to import LNG for
power generation. In December,
Torrent Power signed a deal with a
Japanese power generation com-
pany for the supply of up to 0.27 mil-
lion tonnes per year of LNG for 10
years starting in 2027.
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Qil prices sct for biggest
weekly loss in 10 mths
atter US-Iran ceasefire

REUTERS
10 April

Oil prices were poised for their
biggest weekly declines since
last June but remain elevated
near $100 a barrel on concerns
over supplies from Saudi
Arabia and limited flows
through the Strait of Hormuz.
Brent crude futures were up
5 cents, or 0.05 per cent,
at $95.97 a barrel by 1150 GMT.
West Texas Intermediate
futuresrose24 cents, or 0.25per
cent, to$98.11. As of 7:05 pm IST,
crudeocilwastradingat $93.41a
barrel. Both contracts have lost
abouti12percentthisweek after
Iran and the US agreed on
Tuesday to a two-week cease-
fire brokered by Pakistan.
However, fighting has con-
tinued and the flow of oil
through the Strait of Hormuz
remains heavily restricted,
keeping futures near $100 a
barreland pushingpricesinthe
physical markettorecord highs.
“The key issue for the oil
market is whether ship traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz
willresume. So far, there areno

signs of this happening. If oil
supplies from the Persian Gulf
remain blocked, oil prices are
likely to rise again,” Com-
merzbank analysts said in a
note on Friday.

Traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz remained less than 10
per cent of normal volumes as
Tehran asserted its control
by warning ships to keep to its
territorial waters.

The majority of ships that
have sailed through the Strait
of Hormuzin the pastday were
linked to Iran, ship-tracking
datashowed on Friday.

Iran wants tocharge fees for
shipsto pass through the strait
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under a peace deal, a Tehran
official told Reuters on April 7.
Western leaders and the United
Nations’shippingagency have
pushed back on the idea.

“The Strait of Hormuz
remains effectively con-
strained and operation of the
global oil system is far from
normal,” said Saxo Bank
analyst Ole Hansen, adding
that futures markets have
priced in a partial normalisa-
tion but the physical market is
reflecting acute scarcity.

Prices were stable on
Friday as investors balanced
lower Saudi output with
diplomatic progress.




Qatar vows to remain reliable energy supplier to India

faishankar highlights crisis impact, Puri leads efforts to stabilise supplies

MPOST BUREAU

PORT LOUIS: India on Friday
intensified its diplomatic and eco-
nomic outreach amid the West
Asia crisis, with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar voicing
concern over escalating ten-
sions, Petroleum Minister Hard-
cep Singh Puri engaging Qatar to
secure energy supplies, and Com.-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal
coordinating with Gulf partners
to restore disrupted trade flows,
as New Delhi pushed for stabil-
ity, uninterrupted shipping and
an early return to normaley in
the region.

External Affairs Minister $
Jaishankar on Friday described

» Hardeep Singh Puri
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its
Qatar to secure energy ?
supplies |
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supplier

and 20 percent LPG to India

Conflict halts Gulf energy exports,
causing shortages and rising costs

Piyush Goyal engages Gulf partners

to stabilise trade flows

» Qatar assures India it will » India UAE, Kuwait stress restoring

supply chains and smooth trade
movement

» Qatar supplies 45 percent LNG I India Gulf trade valued at USD 178

billion faces major disruption

Qatar vows to remain
reliable energy supplier...

Continued from Page 1
of us are deeply con-
cerned about the conflict
and would like to see an
early return to normalcy. We firmly
oppose the targeting of civilians,
infrastructure and commercial
shipping,” he said.

He underlined the importance
of keeping maritime routes open,
particularly the Strait of Hormuz,
which carries nearly 20 per cent of
global oil and liquefied natural gas

h Iran’s move to restrict

the situation as “deeply concern-
ing” and reiterated India’s firm
opposition toattacks on civilians,
infrastructure and commercial
shipping, while highlighting the
broader economic fallout of the

conflict. His remarks came as
uncertainty persisted over a frag-
ile two-weck ceasefire between
Iran and the United States,
announced after Israeli strikes
on Lebanon escalated hostilities.

Addressing the Indian Ocean
Conference, Jaishankar said
countries across the region were
facing immediate and long-term
consequences of the conflict.

Continued on P4

access to the narrow passage has
driven up global oil and gas prices
and triggered widespread concerns
about supply disruptions.

“When energy becomes scarce
and expensive, it has an overarch-
ing implication for the entire soci-
ety. Jaishankar said, adding that
disruptions extend beyond fuel
markets. He noted that constraints
on fertiliser supplies could have
direct conseauences for food secu-
rity, while trade bottlenecks affect
multiple sectors simultancously.

India, which depends heavily
on West Asia for its energy needs,
has been closely monitoring devel-
opments. New Delhi had earlier
welcomed the ceasefire and called
for unimpeded navigation and free
flow of commerce through criti-
cal sea lanes. Talks between Iran
and the United States are expected
to take place in Islamabad over the
weekend in an effort to stabilise the
situation.

Parallel diplomatic efforts have
focused on securing energy sup-
plies. Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri vis-
ited Doha on April 9 and 10, where
he held discussions with Saad Sher-
ida Al-Kaabi, Qatar’s Minister of
State for Energy Affairs and Presi-
dent and CEO of QatarEnergy.

During the visit, Puri con-
veyed a message of solidarity from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
Qatar’s leadership, including the
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
‘Thani and Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
Al Thani. The outreach followed
the escalation of contlict that has
disrupted energy production and
exports across the Gulf.

Qatar, India largest supplier
of liquefied natural gas and lique-
fied petroleum gas, reassured New
Delhi of its continued commit-
ment. Al Kaabi said the country
would remain a “reliable energy
supplier” and expressed readiness
to strengthen bilateral cooperation.

India sources about 45 per cent
of its LNG and 20 per cent of its
LPG from Qatar. The stakes have
risen sharply after a major Qatari
NG export facility was struck dur-
ing retaliatory attacks linked to the
conflict, forcing a shutdown and
declaration of force majeure on
gas exports, including supplies to
India.

The six-week conflict has
severely curtailed energy exports
from Gulf countries, leading to
industrial supply shortages and
rising costs in India. The country
relies on imports to meet roughly
half of its natural gas demand and
about two thirds of its LPG con-
sumption, making it particularly
vulnerable to disruptions.

Both sides welcomed the
April 8 ceasefire and stressed the
urgency of restoring stability in
global energy markets. They also
highlighted the need for uninter-
rupted maritime navigation and
the smooth functioning of supply
chains.

‘The discussions in Doha also
covered broader aspects of India
Qatar relations, including trade,
investment, culture and people to
people ties. Indian officials noted
that leaders from both countries
had earlier spoken twice in March,
agreeing on the importance of dia-
logue and diplomacy to resolve the
crisis.

At the same time, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal has been engaging with
regional partners to address trade
disruptions and stabilise supply
chains.

Goyal held virtual talks with
Kuwait's Commerce Minister
Osama Khaled Boodai, where
he conveyed Indias willing-
ness to assist in resolving sup-
ply chain challenges, particularly
those related to food security. Both
sides agreed that dialogue should
take precedence and that energy
and trade flows must be restored
quickly.

In separate discussions with the
United Arab Emirates Minister of
Foreign Trade Thani bin Ahmed Al
Zeyoudi, Goyal reviewed measures
to ensure continuity of trade. The
two sides acknowledged significant
strain on regional supply chains
and called for coordinated efforts
to maintain smooth movement of
goods.
India also recognised the UAES
logistical initiatives, including the
development of alternate routes
and multimodal transport sys-
tems to bypass disrupted maritime
channels. Goyal highlighted steps
taken by India to support exporters
and ensure availability of essential
goods domestically.

Further consultations were held
with Jasem Mohamed Al Budaiwi,
Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, where both
sides expressed hope that the cease-
fire would hold and pave the way
for long-term stability. Goyal also
‘met Bahrains Industry and Com-
merce Minister Abdulla Bin Adel
Fakhro, stressing the importance of
predictable trade flows across mari-
time and other routes.

‘The Gulf Cooperation Council
countries, comprising the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain,
Qatar and Kuwait, are among
Indias most significant trading
partners. Bilateral trade between
India and the region stood at USD
178 billion in 2024-25, including
exports of USD 56.87 billion and
imports of USD 121.67 billion.

“The ongoing conflict has
disrupted shipping routes and
posed challenges for exporters
across sectors such as petroleum
products, chemicals, engineer-
ing goods, rice, pharmaceuticals
and gems and jewellery. Attacks
on Iran by the United States and
Israel have compounded instabil-
ity, affecting vessel movement in
international waters and slowing
trade flows.

As tensions continue, India’s
‘multi-pronged approach combin-
ing diplomatic outreach, energy
negotiations and trade coor-
dination reflects the urgency
of safeguarding its economic
interests while advocating for
de-escalation.

Officials across ministries have
reiterated that restoring peace and
ensuring uninterrupted access to
critical resources and trade routes
remain central priorities, amid
«concerns that prolonged instabil-
ity in West Asia could have lasting
global repercussions.
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ONGC chief: India must cut
energy reliance on West Asia

AS THEWORLD scrambles to
recover from the biggest
energy shock in decades trig-
gered by the West Asia conflict,
India shouldbe cautiousabout
relying on traditional supply
assumptions, particularly its
proximity to West Asia for
sourcing oil and gas, ONGC
Chairman and CEO Arun
Kumar Singh said.

India, which relied on West
Asia to meet nearly half of its
crude oil imports, 30% of its
gasand 85-90% of LPG, must
invest in building strategic
storages as an insurance
against priceand supply dis-

ruptions, he said.

The six-week longwarshut
the only shipping lane that was
used by the Gulf countries to
export cudeoil,natural gas and
cooking gas LPG, This led to an
energy crisis in several coun-
tries, including Indiawhichhad
toprioritise supplyof gas.

Singhwarned thatashifting
global orderand rising geopolit-
ical tensions are undermining
long-held assumptions about
energysecurity.

“If theworld gets more and
more de-globalised,wewillhave
more and more problems."
Singh said. PTI



‘India comfortable on

—
Our Bureau
Chennai

With almost 40 days into the
West Asia war, India is in a
comfortable position on the
supply side of crude and
LPG, which it is sourcing
from a variety of geograph-
ies, AS Sahney, Chairman of
Indian Qil Corporation Ltd
(IOCL), said here on Friday.

“Initially, we used to pro-
cure crude from only 25 geo-
graphies, today we are pro-
curing from 41 geographies.
Similarly, LPG, most of it
was coming from the one
source only, but now we are
getting LPG from right
across the globe... every-
where. So, that is how we are
maintaining the supplies and
we intend to maintain the
supplies in a similar fashion
going forward,” he told me-
diapersons in an interaction.

He did not disclose the
proportion of crude sourced
from various countries and
the pricing at which these
were now being procured.

“In the crude side, we are
absolutely comfortable be-
cause our refining capacities
are holding us very good. The
refining capacities are oper-
ating at almost full level,” he
said.

Regarding LPG, he said
there are “constraints” and
hence they have prioritised
domestic LPG.

COMMERCIAL LPG
He also announced the in-
crease of the commercial
LPG quota for Tamil Nadu to
70 per cent of original levels,
effective immediately, at the
OMC level, following a de-
tailed review of the fuel
status here with wvarious
stakeholders and State gov-
ernment — representatives.
Essential sectors such as
hospitals and educational in-
stitutions are being provided
100 per cent of their supply
requirements without any
restrictions, he added.
Domestic LPG remains
the top priority, he reiter-
ated, noting that OMCs are

crude and LPG supply’
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AS Sahney, Chairman,
10CL suovaHosH

currently meeting 100 per
cent of the State’s daily de-
mand of approximately 5
lakh cylinders. “We are also
putting in best efforts to re-
duce the current waiting
period of around eight to
eight days that persists in
certain areas,” he added.

Regarding complaints by
commercial establishments
on the increased allocation
of LPG not reaching them, he
said that in Tamil Nadu, a big
chunk of commercial gas de-
livery is handled by private
players, who are a bit more
constrained in their supplies.
“We, the OMCs, are taking
the total load of all the
people,” he added.

Responding to reports of
delays exceeding 20 days in
parts of suburban Chennai,
Sahney said a detailed ana-
lysis was conducted last
night, and the issues in these
pockets will be addressed by
Saturday evening.

“I have been told that the
State government has con-
ducted over 10,000 sudden
inspections; OMCs have ex-
ecuted more than 1,500 un-
announced raids across TN,
and we are taking strict ac-
tions against defaulting dis-
tributors,” he added.

He also stressed that the
move from LPG to PNG
could benefit consumers and
the country in many ways.

“First, it is a cleaner fluid.
The second is, it is cheaper
[than LPG] in most parts of
country. Third, its availabil-
ity is much more diversified,
from various geographies,”
he said.

Business Line, Delhi, 11/04/2026
Page No: 2, Size: 12.46cm x 37.73cm



Financial Express, Delhi, 11/04/2026
Page No: 2, Size: 15.08cm x 21.80cm

Qatar to remain India’s
stable energy supplier

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, April 10

QATAR WILL REMAIN a“reli-
ableenergysupplier”toIndia,its
Energy Minister Saad Sherida
Al-Kaabi said during talks with
Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
in Doha,as both sides called for
stabilityin global markets amid
ongoing West Asia tensions.

Puri, on a two-day visit to
Qatarfrom April9-10, conveyed
a message of solidarity from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to Qatar's leadership, following
the outbreak of conflictin the
region, according toan Indian
government statement on Fri-
day. Both sides welcomed the
two-week ceasefire announced
onApril 8 and stressed the need
foraneadyendtodisruptions in
global energy supplies.

They also emphasised the
importance of “unimpeded
freedom of navigation and the
global flow of commerce” to
maintain supply chains, the
statementsaid.

Thevisitcomes asNew Delhi
seeksto secure energy supplies
amid heightened geopolitical
tensions that have disrupted
global fuel trade flows. Qataris
India’s single-largest supplier of
LNG and LPG, providing 45%
and 20%, respectively.

After the US and Israel
attackson Iran onFebruary 28,
Tehran’s sweeping retaliation
targeted neighbouring Gulf
countries that hosted US
troops. Qatar’s giant LNG

STABILITY DRIVE
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B Catar supplies about
45% ofindia's LNG and

safeguard global supply chains roughly 20% of its LPG

export facilitywas struck, lead-
ing to the shutdown of pro-
duction and a declaration of
Sforce majeure on gas exports,
including to India.

India relies on imports to
meet about half of its natural
gas demand and roughly two-
thirds of its LPG needs, a fuel
widely used for household
cooking, with the bulk of sup-
plies sourced from West Asia.

The six-week conflict has
all but shut down energy
exports from the Gulf coun-
tries, leaving India to grapple
withindustrial supply short-
ages and the knock-on impact
of rising prices.

Discussions during Puri's
visit are expected to have
focused on restoring ship-
ments, reviewing existing
agreements, and exploring
avenues to strengthen bilat-
eral energy cooperation.

The statement said Puri
arrivedin Doha onApril 9 after-
noonandintheevening, he met
with the Qatar Ministerof State
for EnergyAffairs,and President
and CED of QatarEnergy, Saad
Sherida Al-Kaabi.

Puriconveyed greetings and
amessage of solidarity andsup-
port on behalf of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modito the Amir
of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, aswell as the
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Qatar, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man Al Thani.

Both ministers, the state-
ment said,discussed all aspects
of strategic relations between
the two countries, including
high-level engagements, trade,
investment,energy,cul ture and
people-to-people  relations.
They hoped for early return of
peace andstabilityin theregion.



Business Line, Delhi, 11/04/2026
Page No: 1, Size: 25.43cm x 18.10cm

West Asia supplies uncertain, India to buy
Russian oil even after sanctions waiver ends

I
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

Indian refiners will continue
to purchase Russian crude
oil as the West Asia turmoil
keeps global supplies on
tenterhooks.

Further, concerns persist
over the long time it will take
to rebuild the region’s dam-
aged oil and gas infrastruc-
ture, indicating that it may
take months for supplies to
return to pre-war levels.

SUPPLY CONCERNS
Sources indicated that In-
dian refiners intend to per-
sist with Russian crude pur-
chases despite the
expiration of the sanctions
waiver.

The 30-day US sanctions
exemption, which facilitated
oil imports from Moscow,
ends on April 11. The contin-

WAIVER DEADLINE. The 30-day US sanctions exemption,

which facilitated oil imports from Moscow, ends on April 11

ued Russian buying is be-
cause of the uncertainty
over supplies from West
Asia, especially considering
the lack of clarity on when
normal traffic will resume in
the Strait of Hormuz.

Also, there is no clear es-
timation of the time it will
take to rebuild the damaged
infrastructure, said one of
the sources.

“The supplies of crude oil,
LNG and LPG from Saudi

Arabia, Iraq, the UAE and
Qatar are adversely im-
pacted, and so far there is no
clear window of certainty on
when full supplies can re-
sume,” said another trading
source.

Before February 28, West
Asia accounted for 50-52 per
cent of India’s total crude oil
imports  compared to
roughly 40-45 per cent be-
fore the US sanctions on
Russian firms Rosneft and

Lukoil. Currently, around 70
per cent of India’s crude oil
imports are non-SoH.

Asked at the inter-minis-
terial briefing on Fridayif In-
dia will continue procuring
Russian crude post the end
of the US-sanctions waiver,
Sujata Sharma, Joint Secret-
ary, Oil Ministry, said crude
imports are based on com-
mercial decisions, keeping in
mind the country’s huge
demand.

“We are a big country with
a lot of energy needs. If you
look at last year’s consump-
tion, it is around 24-25 crore
tonnes of  petroleum
products. Our priority is to
source energy so that we can
meet our domestic demand.
The crude we purchase is
driven by technical feasibil-
ity and the commercial
sense it makes to our re-
finers,” she said.
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India puts off coal power plant
maintenance citing gas crunch

Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com

India has deferred planned
maintenance at several coal-
fired power plants to make sure
high electricity demand during
the summer months is met,
even as the West Asia war has
squeezed access to liquefied
natural gas.

The imported fuel has
become more expensive since
flows from the region have been
halted, curbing the use of Lique-
fied Natural Gas (LNG)-fired

capacity which supports coal-
generated power, Piyush Singh,
additional secretary in the
power ministry, said at a brief-
ing in New Delhi on Friday.

India’s 20 gigawatts of gas-
fired capacity typically run at
low utilisation due to limited
domestic supply and the high
costofimported LNG, which is
undercut by cheaper coal.

Around 8 gigawatts were
brought online last summer to
help meet peak load.

About 15 gigawatts of coal
capacity had been scheduled for

temporary shutdowns during
April=June, but the government
has asked two-thirds of those
plants to defer maintenance
until July.

That's when monsoon rains
are expected to lift hydro power
generation, Singh said.

Gas-based capacity accounts
for just 1.4% of India’s overall
power requirement, but shorta-
ges can add pressure to a grid
already strained by booming
demand, expected to reach a
peak of 271 gigawatts this
month.



24x7 help for
PNG supply
applicants

MUMBALI: The state govern-
ment on Friday directed city
gas distribution companies
to operationalise 24x7 hel-
plines and increase the
number of centres to accept
applications for piped natu-
ral gas (PNG) connections.
The companies have also
been asked to increase the
number of helplines and
help desks based on city
population and  rising
demand. A Government
Resolution (GR), issued by
the food and civil supplies
department, against the
backdrop of the West Asia
conflict has asked com-
panies to expand outreach
and infrastructure to ensure
coverage across the state.
The GR has instructed com-
panies to expand ward-level
centres to accept new PNG
applications and to make
both online and offline
application systems widely
available with adequate pub-
licity.

“Housing societies,
whether registered or pro-
posed, as well as residents of
constructed buildings, have
been asked to submit collec-
tive or individual applica-
tions to facilitate faster roll-
out of PNG connections,” the
GR stated. The government
also called for the setting up
of information and assis-
tance centres by municipal
corporations, district supply
officers and city gas distribu-
tion firms, and mandated
regular district-level reviews
of progress. PTI
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Naidu pushes

PNG shift,
targets 10L
connections

METRO INDIA NEWS | AMARAVATI
—_—

Inamove to strengthen energy
security and reduce depend-
ence on LPG, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu has directed offi-
cials and oil companies to
accelerate the expansion of
Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
across the state. He stressed
the need to create awareness
among Deepam scheme bene-
ficiaries about the benefits of
switching to PNG.

At a review meeting in the
Secretariat, Naidu highlighted
that global geopolitical uncer-
tainties have disrupted LPG
supply chains, making diver-
sification of energy sources es-
sential. He assured that
beneficiaries shifting to PNG
would continue receiving gov-
ernment subsidies and in-
structed officials to issue
orders enabling seamless sub-
sidy transfers.

“People should not fear los-
ing benefits. Large-scale
awareness campaigns must be
undertaken,” he said.

Setting a target, the Chief
Minister asked oil companies
to provide 10 lakh PNG con-
nections within six months
and ensure timely execution.
He also reviewed implementa-
tion progress and called for
faster infrastructure expan-
sion.

Officials informed that LPG
supply has largely stabilised,
with efforts underway to nor-
malise distribution fully. How-
ever, the government Iis
focusing on long-term sol-
utions to avoid future dis-
ruptions.

Naidualso reviewed the Sri-
kakulam-Kakinada natural
gas pipeline project and ex-
pressed concern over delays.
During the meeting, he spoke
to Union Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, urging him to ex-
pedite the project. The Min-
ister assured prompt action to
fast-track completion.
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‘INDIAMUST CHASE EVERY DROP OF OIL & GAS, RAMP UP STRATEGIC RESERVES'

ONGCchief: Notion of easy
access to Gulf energy hit

SukalpSharma
New Delhi, April 10

THE WEST Asia war and the
halt in vessel movements
through the critical chokepoint
of the Strait of Hormuz have
put aquestion mark oncertain
long-held assumptions in the
energy sector, like the relizbility
of Guif energy for India, and the
country must act toquickly di-
versify its energy sources,
meaningfully expand strategic
oil and gas reserves, and chase
“each and every dropofoil, gas,
andcoal” thatcan be produced
domestically, Oil and Natuml
Gas Corporation (ONGC) Chair-
man and CEO Arun Kumar
Singh said on Friday.

Government-owned ONGC
is India’s largest producerof
cnuide oil and natural gas,

“1 now firmly believe that
thinking that the Middle East is
nearesttous, and therefore (we
have access to) all their re-
sources, [ think that assump-
tion should be taken with a
pinch of salt,” Singh said at an
industry event in the Capital.

Healso opined that thiswar
may not be just a temporary
phenomenon, but a ingering
disturbance that could rear its
head every now and then due
to permanent ideological and
intemal divisions in the region,
which itself is a long-term
threat to supply stability.

The effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz by Iran, now
initssecond month, hasledto
the worst energy supply crisis

« CONTINGENCY PLANNING

WEST ASIA war may not be just
a temporary phenomenon, but a
lingering disturbance that could
rear its head every now and then
dueto permanent ideological and
intemal divisions in the region,
which itselfisa long-term threat
to supply s tability

S0 FAR, the global energy
sectorfunctioned on
assumption that globalisation
willincrease, but the hypothesis
is now threatened

AS THE world gets moreand
mare “deglobalised”, there are

ONGC Chairman & CEO Arun
Kumar Singh. osse

bound tobemaore problems for
India. No one ever believed that
oneday thestrait would be
closed. Had that been the case,
nobody would have invested so
much incountrieslike Qatar

indecades. About afifth of glo-
bal oil and gas transit through
the critical maritime choke-
point that connectsthe Persian
Gulf with the Arabian Sea.
Much of these oil and gas vol-
umes go to Asian economies,
including India.

The country depends on
imports to meet over 88% ofits
crude ofl needs, 40% of which
depend on the Strait of Hor-
muz. As fornatural gas, India’s
import dependency is about
50%, and 55-60% of India’s
liquefied natural gas{LNG) im-
ports come via the Strait.

In the case of liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG), India’s re-
liance onimportsis 60%, and a
whopping 90% of those come
through the critical waterway.
The supply disruption forced

reduction in natural gas and
LPG supplies to certain indus-
triesin Indiaasthe govemment
was forced to prioritise the
requirements of households
and priority sectors.
According to Singh, so far,
the global energy sector func-
tioned on the assumption that
globalisation will increase, but
that hypothesis is now
threatened and challenged.
As the world gets more and
more "deglobalised”, there are
bound to be more problems at
hand forenergy importers like
India, hesaid, adding that no
one ever believed that there
would come a day when the
Strait of Hormuz would be
closed. "Had that been the case,
nobody would haveinvested so
mich in countries like Qatar,”

the ONGC Chairman said. He
said thatthereis afundamental
“paradigm shift™ where the
world is moving away from the
globalised order of the last 30
years, suggesting that the
“orderly” world under a single
superpower is over, which may
lead to a "war of supremacy”
with multiple competing
powers. His concerns also
centred on the physical vulner-
ability of energy infrastructure,
particulardy in West Asia.

He noted that with preci-
sion weapons, modem warfare
or sabotage does not require de-
stroying an entire refinery;
rather, just targeting the crude
distillation unit (CDU)will dis-
ablethe refinery for vears.

The West Asia war saw
multiple precision attacks on
energy infrasuructure in the
region with low-cost drones
and missiles.

This vulnerability is com-
poundedby ashiftin global dy-
namics where countries no
longer want to share physical
oil in joint projects with other
countries, and instead insist
that the partners take their
share in the form ofdividends.

"We should chase wherever
ofl or gasisin ourcountry atany
cost, becanse ina crsis nobody
(will help),” Singh said.

He added that while India
oil and gas explomtion is being
pursued intently, more needs
tobe done, particularly indeep
waler areas.

FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANE XPRESS. COM



Stateissues

GR to speed

up piped gas
expansion

Somit.Sen@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Amid rising ener-
gy concerns, the state govt
has moved swiftly to accele-
rate the expansion of piped
natural gas (PNG) connec-
tions, with a govt resolution
(GR) on Friday directing ur-
gent short-term measures to
strengthen access across ur-
ban areas. Inamajor push to
widen the city gas distribu-
tion (CGD) network, the ur-
ban development depart-
ment has issued fresh guide-
lines aimed at ensuring fas-
ter rollout of PNG
infrastructure and house-
hold connectivity.

Acting in line with Cen-
tral govt directives, the state
has initiated rapid pipeline-
laying work through CGD
companies to ensure seam-
less and time-bound expan-
sion of the network. The mo-
ve is expected to improve ac-
cess to cleaner fuel, reduce
dependence on conventional
energy sources, and bring
greater convenience to hou-
seholds in cities and towns.

Under the GR, each CGD
company will appoint a dis-
trict-level nodal officer in
every district. These officers
will submit weekly progress
reports on PNG pipeline ex-
pansion and new connec-
tions to the state-level coor-
dinator from the oil industry:
The coordinator will then
compile the updatesand sub-
mit a consolidated weekly
report to the govt, ensuring
close monitoring and acco-
untability.
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Qatar to remain reliable energy suppher to India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Qartar will remain a "reliable energy
supplier” to India, its Energy Minister
Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi said during talks
with Indian Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri in Doha, as both sides called for sta-
bility in global markets amid ongoing
Wesr Asia tensions.

Puri, on a two-day visit to Qartar from
April 9-10, conveyed a message of sol-
idarity from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Qarar’s leadership, following
the outbreak of conflict in the region,
according to an Indian Government
statement on Friday.

Both sides welcomed the two-week
ceasefire announced on April 8 and
stressed the need for an early end to
disruptions in global energy supplies.

They also emphasised the impor-

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Pur, right, meets
Qatar Minister, President and CEO of Qatar
Petroleum Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, during his
visit in Doha, Qatar FTI

tance of “unimpeded freedom of nav-
igation and the global flow of com-
merce” to maintain supply chains, the

statement said.

The visit comes as New Delhi seeks
to secure energy supplies amid height-
ened geopolitical tensions that have
disrupred global fuel trade flows.

Qataris India’s single-largest suppli-
er of LNG and LPG, providing 45 per cent
and 20 per cent, respectively.

After the US and Israel attacks on Iran
on February 28, Tehran's sweeping
retaliation targeted neighbouring Gulf
countries that hosted US troops. Qatar’s
giant LNG exporrt facility was struck,
leading to the shurdown of production
and a declaration of force majeure on
gas exports, including to India.

India relies on imports 0 meet
about half of its natural gas demand
and roughly two-thirds of its LPG
needs, a fuel widely used for household
cooking, with the bulk of supplies
sourced from Wesrt Asia.



&

Times of India, Delhi, 11/04/2026
Page No: 24, Size: 25.59cm x 14.08cm

India must be cautious about
W Asia energy reliance: ONGC

New Delhi: As the world
scramblestorecover fromthe
biggest energy shock in dec-
ades triggered by the West
Asia conflict, India should be
cautious aboutrelying ontra-
ditional supply assumptions,
particularly its proximity to
the West Asia for sourcing oil
and gas, ONGC chairman
and CEO Arun Kumar Singh
said on Friday:.

India, which relied on the

West Asia to meet nearly
half of its crude oil imports,
30% of its gas and 85-90% of
LPG, must invest in building
strategic storages as an in-
surance against price and
supply disruptions, he said.
“Thinking that the West
Asia is nearest to us and
therefore all their resources
(can be accessed easily), we
should take it with a pinch of
salt,” Singh said at the Ener-

gy Security conclave orga-
nised by oil regulator
PNGRB.

Singh warned that a
shifting global order and ris-
ing geopolitical tensions are
undermining long-held as-
sumptions about energy se-
curity. Calling for a strategic
reset, he urged India to ag-
gressively pursue domestic
exploration and build resil-
ience. AGENCIES
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India must rethink West Asia energy reliance after biggest shock: ONGC chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

As the world scrambles to
recover from the biggest
energy shock in decades trig-
gered by the West Asia con-
flict, India should be cautious
abour relying on traditional
supply assumptions, partic-
ularly its proximity to the
Middle East for sourcing oil
and gas, ONGC Chairman
and CEO Arun Kumar Singh
said on Friday.

India, which relied on the
Middle East to meet nearly
half of its crude oil imports,
30 per cent ofits gas and 85-
90 per cent of LPG, must
invest in building strategic
storages as an insurance
against price and supply

disruptions, he said. The six-
week long was shut the only
shipping lane thatwas used
by the Gulf countries to
export crude oil (raw marte-
rial for making petrol and
diesel), natural gas (used to
make fertilizer, generate
electricity, turn into CNG to
power automobiles and
piped to household kitchens
for cooking) and cooking

gas LPG.
This led to an energy crisis
in several importing

countries, including India
which had to prioritise
supply of gas.

“Thinking thart the Middle
East is nearest to us and
therefore all their resources
(can be accessed easily), we
should rake it with a pinch of

salt,” Singh said at the Energy
Security conclave organised
by oil regulator PNGRB.

He warned thar a shifting
global order and rising
geopolitical tensions are
undermining long-held
assumptions about energy

security. “A paradigm shift
has happened,” he said. “If
the world gets more and
more de-globalised, we will
have more and more
problems.”

Singh said India's high
energy import dependence

makes it especially vulnera-
ble in an increasingly
fragmented world.

“For the next 30-40 years
ifyou have multiple (powers),
then you have everyday war
of supremacy,” he said. He
stressed that boosting
domestic producrion is
now critical.

“We have been doing it
very intensely except for
deep water,” he said, adding
that increasing output is an
“existential necessity”.

Calling for a strategic reser,
Singh urged India to aggres-
sively pursue domestic
exploration and build
resilience.

“We should chase wherev-
eroil or gasisin ourcountry
at any cost, because in a crisis

nobody (will help),” he said.

He also emphasised the
need to expand storage
capacirty.

“We must now address
this storage whatever it
takes,” Singh said.

Highlighting growing
volatility in global markets,
he said refining economics
have become increasingly
unpredictable.

“We should be prepared to
see more and more of this,”
he said, citing unprecedent-
ed instances where product
margins exceeded crude
costs. “Nobody had ever
imagined art least I, in this
industry for last £0 years.”

Singh also pointed to rising
resource nationalism among
producer nations.
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AMID WEST ASIA DISRUPTIONS

HARDEEP PURI MEETS QATAR’S ENERGY MINISTER SAAD SHERIDA AL-KAABI

India, Qatar Call for End to
Energy Supply Disruptions

Ministers discuss trade, mvestment culture & people-to-people relations

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Oil minister Hardeep Puri
Thursday met Qatar’s energy minister
Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, with both lea-
dersunderscoringtheneedforanearly
end to disruptions in global energy
supplies and a swift return to normal-
cy inthe backdrop of theIran war.

“They emphasised the need for unim-
peded freedom of navigation and the
global flow of commerce to maintain
global supply chains,” the oil ministry
said inastatement on Friday.

Al-Kaabi reaffirmed *“Qatar’s com-
mitment to remain a reliable energy
supplier and looked forward to conti-
nuing and strengthening energy rela-
tions and cooperation with India,” ac-
cording to the statement.

Both ministers discussed all aspects
of the strategic relations between the
two countries, including trade, invest-
ment, energy, culture, and people-to-
peoplerelations.

Qatar, India’s largest LNG supplier,

E

Qatar energy mmlster Saad Sherida
Al-Kaabi with oil minister
Hardeep Puri with in Doha on Friday

declared force majeure last month af-
terIranian attacks damaged about17%
of its liquefaction capacity, with repa-
irslikely to take years. India hasnotre-
ceived any LNG cargo from Qatar since

the onset of the Iran war, as the Strait
of Hormuz has remained effectively
shut. Following the announcement of
a two-week ceasefire between the US
and Iran on Wednesday, India has be-
gun reassessing the supply situation.

Only ahandful of vessels are current-
ly able to transit the strait, as Iran ma-
intains tight control over movement.
About 16 India-flagged vessels remain
stranded in the Persian Gulf, while
eight LPG carriers have managed to
cross the strategic waterway in recent
weeks.

A shipping ministry official said
Wednesday that India is engaging with
Tehran to secure the early exit of its
stranded ships so they can discharge
cargo in India and return to the Gulf
for reloading.

Tehran is insisting that all countries
coordinate with it for safe passage
through the strait and is also planning
to impose a levy on every transiting
vessel. India has not held any discus-
sions with Iran on such alevy, an offici-
al said earlier.
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India Needs Large
0il & Gas Storage
Units: ONGC Chief

New Delhi: The global order is
set to become even more fractu-
red, with rising risks for India’s
energy supplies, ONGC chair-
man Arun Singh has warned,
adding that the country’s long-
held comfort, anchored in its
proximity to the resource-rich
Middle East, has been upended.

To guard against future disrup-
tions, India will need to build lar-
ge oill and gas storage capacities,
regardless of the cost involved,
and step up domestic output as
much as possible, Singh saidata
conference on energy security.
India is already planning somet-
hing substantial on strategic re-
serves, he later added, without
sharing details.

Singh also flagged the diminis-
hing utility of investing in over-
seas oil and gasfields, as host co-
untries increasingly offer finan-
cial returns instead of equity
o0il. —Our Bureau
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