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SoBo restaurants lead PNG  PNG push:
queue, 2,000 set to switch Commercial

Chittaranjan Tembhekar
& Somit Sen|Tnn

Mumbai: After weeks of di-
sruption sparked by the We-
st Asia conflict, Mumbai’s
hospitality sector is moving
towards a more permanent
fix to its fuel crisis. Nearly
2,000 hotels and restaurants,
largely in south Mumbai,
are preparingtoswitch to pi-
pednatural gas, or PNG, ina
bid to escape the uncertain-
ty, delays and daily struggle
of securing commercial
LPG cylinders.

The strongest response
has come from south Mumb-
ai, where demand is high de-
spite infrastructure challen-
ges. Dense development and
underground utility conges-
tion have limited pipeline
expansion in several pocke-
ts, yet nearly 60% of applica-
ntsare from the area. Accor-
ding to hotelier body AHAR,

800 APPLICATIONS IN
> 800 restaurants in the city
have applied within a week for
PNG connection, said restaurant
association AHAR. In all, 2,000
restaurants are planning to shift
> More than half of the
applicants are from south
Mumbai, where pipe
infrastructure is yet to

be fully developed

> Mahanagar Gas said
applications are being accepted
from hotels and restaurants
located near existing pipeline
networks

close to 100 restaurateurs
arelining up daily toapply:

Mahanagar Gas Ltd
(MGL) officials said applica-
tions are being accepted
from hotels and restaurants
located near existing pipeli-
nenetworks.

»On fast track, P 2

connections
on fast track

pFromP1

acked by support from
B the Centre and the sta-

te govt, including dee-
med permissions for pen-
ding pipeline-laying propo-
sals, the company has acce-
lerated work on commer-
cial  connections. An
official said hotels and res-
taurants can apply either
online or by visiting the of-
fice.

The transition follows
one of the toughest supply
squeezes the city’s food bu-
siness has faced in recent
years.

At the peak of the shor-
tage, commercial LPG deli-
veries became erratic, for-
cingeateriestotrimmenus,
reduce operating hours
and, in some cases, tempo-
rarily shut kitchens. In-
dustry estimates suggest
nearly 60% of restaurants
either curtailed services or
shifted largely to online or-
ders.

Many establishments
tried to cope through tem-
porarymeasuressuch asin-
duction cooking, sharing
cylinder stocks and limi-
ting operations to select ho-
urs. But these alternatives
came with higher electrici-
ty costs and practical const-
raints, especially for kit-
chens built around high-vo-
lume cooking.

Now, a special enroll-
ment drive by Mahanagar
Gas in partnership with
AHAR is speeding up the
shift. AHAR president Vi-
jay Shetty said around 800
members have already app-
lied for PNG connections
withina week, and the num-
ber could rise to 2,000 by the
end of the campaign.
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‘LPG to businesses only

after PNG

New Delhi, April 4: The
Delhi government has
tightened norms for the
supply of commercial
LPG eylinders, making it
mandatory for businesses
to either have or apply for
a piped natural gas (PNG)
connection in  areas
where the network is
available, according to an
official order.

In an order issued by the
food, supplies and con-
sumer affairs department
on April 2, the govern-
ment amended a key
clause of its recently noti-
fied policy on distribution
of commercial LPG cylin-
ders.

Under the revised rules,
commenrcial and industri-
al consumers will be eligi-
ble to receive LPG sup-
plies only if they are reg-
istered with the con-
cerned oil  marketing
company (OMC) and have
applied for a PNG connec-

registration’

tion, wherever the net-
work exists.

According to the order,
in areas where PNG infra-
structure is not yet in
place, consumers will be
required to submit an

application expressing
their intent to switch to
PNG onee it becomes
available.

Officials said OMCs will
be required to verify doc-
uments at least once to
ensure compliance with
these conditions. Records
of consumers who have
expressed intent to shift
to PNG will also be
shared with Indraprastha
Gas Limited (IGL) for fur-
ther action.

The order also provides
some flexibility. Busines
ses that need LPG along
side PNG for their opera-
tions can apply to the addi-
tional commissioner of
the department, explain-
ing their needs. —PTi
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® 'CHANGES IN DESTINATION OF VESSEL COMMON IN GLOBAL OIL TRADE"'

No payment issues with Iran: Govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, April &

INDIA SAID OM Saturday that
there are no payment issues
with Iran for crude imports
and that refiners continue to
source oil from the country,as
well as from a wide range of
global suppliers.

In a post on X, the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas
dismissed reports that an oil
tanker carrying Iranian crude
had rerouted mid-voyage from
its previously indicated desti-
nation of India, which would
havemarked the firstsuchship-
ment in nearly seven years, to
China, saying the claims over-
locked standard industry prac-
tice where cargoes can change
destination during transit
based on trade optimisation
and operational flexibility,

Termingas“factually incor-
rect”assertionsthat the cargo
was diverted from its previously
indicated destination of Vadi-
nar in Gujarat to China due to

SUPPLIES FULLY SECURED

B Govt dismisses reports that an
India-bound oil tanker carrying Iranian
crude had rerouted mid-voyage to China

B Oil on Ping Shun would have been
the first Iranian crude that India would

have purchased since 2019

B Cargoes can change

destination during transit based

on trade optimisation and

operational flexibility, says govt

E Historically, India a major
buyer of Iranian crude,

Iranian light and heavy grades

B LPG vessel Sea Bird,
carrying 44,000 tonne of
importing significant volumes of  Iranian LPG, berthed at

Mangaluru on April 2

payment hurdles, the ministry
said,"thereare no paymenthur-
dles for [ranian crude imports”.

“India imports crude oil
from 40+ countries,with com-
panies having full flexibility to
source oil from different sources
and geographies based oncom-
mercial considerations,” it said.

“Amid Middle East supply
disruptions, Indian refiners
have secured their crude oil
requirements, including from

Iran, and there is no payment
hurdle for Iranian crude
imports, contrary to the
rumours being circulated.”
Ship-tracking firm Kpler on
Friday stated that Aframax
tanker Ping Shun,builtin 2002
and sanctioned by the US in
2025, is now signalling
Dongyingin Chinaas its desti-
nation instead of Vadinar in
Gujarat,which it had indicated
earlier this week.

Oilon Ping Shunwould have
been the firstIranian crudethat
India would have purchased
since 2019.Indian refiners have
been looking at opportunities
to purchase a few cargoes of
Iranian oil on water following
the recent sanctions waiverby
Washington.

The ministry clarified that
changes invessel destinations
during transit are common in
global oil trade, as bills of lad-

ing often indicate tentative
discharge ports and cargoes
may be rerouted mid-voyage
for operational and commer-
cial reasons.

“Claims on vessel diversion
ignore howthe oil tradeworks.
Bills of Lading often carry
indicative discharge ports, des-
tinations and on-sea cargoes
can change destinations mid-
voyage based on trade optimi-
sation and operational flexibil-
ity,"the ministry said.

“It is reiterated that India's
crude oil requirementsremain
fully secured for the coming
months"The ministry alsosaid
that an LPG vessel, Sea Bird,
carrying about 44,000 tonne
of Iranian LPG, berthed at
Mangaluru on April 2 and is
currently discharging cargo.

Historically, India was a
major buyer of Iranian crude,
importing significant volumes
of Iranian light and heavy
grades due to strong refinery
compatibility and favourable
commercial terms.
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Govt to increase gas supply to fertilizer
units, industries to 90% from tomorrow

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas said on Sat-
urday it will increase natural
gas supplies to fertilizer man-
ufacturing units and com-
mercial and industrial con-
sumers to 90 per cent,
effective Monday.

For piped natural gas
(PNG), the government has
prioritised 100 per cent sup-
ply to domestic PNG and
CNG (transport). Supplies to
industrial and commercial
cohsumers connected to the
grid are currently at 80 per
cent of their average
consumption.

“Supply to operating urea
plants is now steady at 70-75
per cent of their last six-
month average consumption.
Considering the available in-

ventory and expected LNG
cargo arrivals, overall gas
supply available to fertilizer
plants will be increased toap-
proximately 90 per cent of
their average consumption
over the preceding six
moenths, effective April 6,
2026,” the Ministry said.

Additionally, gas supply to
other industrial and com-
mercial sectors, including
through CGD networks, will
be enhanced by a further 10
per cent from April 6, it
added.

All industrial consumers,
including fertilizer plants,
have been advised to indicate
additional spot requirements
so that gas marketing com-
panies can arrange supplies
accordingly.

LPG SUPPLY STABLE
The Ministry emphasised
that, despite LPG imports be-

The move aims
to stabilise
production amid
global supply
disruptions linked
to geopolitical
tensions

ing affected by the prevailing
geopolitical situation, there
has been no reported dry-out
at distributorships.

To improve access for mi-
grant labourers, LPG distrib-
utors will sell 5-kg free trade
LPG (FTL) cylinders on
presentation of wvalid ID
proof, without requiring ad-
dress proof. Since March 23,
around 5.7 lakh such cylin-
ders have been sold.

Further, a three-member
Executive Directors’ Com-
mittee, in consultation with

State authorities and in-
dustry bodies, is finalising a
plan for the sale of commer-
cial LPG in States/UTs. A
total of 72,047 tonnes of
commercial LPG have been
sold since March 14.

FRESH UREA TENDER
Separately, Indian Potash Ltd
has invited bids to supply 15
lakh tonnes of granular/
prilled urea at the West Coast
and 1 lakh tonnes at the East
Coast, for vessel sailings by
June 14, 2026. The last date
for bid submission is April 15,
with validity until April 23.
This is the first fertilizer
procurement tender follow-
ing the recent escalation in
West Asia on February 28,
and also the first in the cur-
rent financial year. Earlier,
Rashtriya Chemicals and Fer-
tilisers had floated a tender in
mid-February 2026.
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LPG under-recoveries: OMCs to get
17,500 crore via7 tranches in FY27

FISCAL RELIEF. A 30,000 cr compensation was approved in Aug 2025 for under-recoveries, projected losses

L
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

The Oil Ministry has in-
formed the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Pet-
roleum and Natural Gas that
it will release the remaining
¥17,500 crore compensation
to oil marketing companies
(OMCs) on LPG under-re-
coveries in seven equal
tranches during the current
financial year ending March
2027.

In August 2025, the Min-
istry of Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas had announced a
compensation of 30,000
crore for the three OMCs —
Indian Oil Corporation
(IOCL), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration (HPCL — for un-
der-recoveries on liquefied
petroleum gas.

The under-recoveries on
domestic LPG (negative buf-
fer balance) of the OMCs
stood at ¥41,267 crore as on
March 31, 2025. In view of
the accumulated under-re-
coveries and the projected
losses up to March 31, 2026,
the government approved
compensation of 330,000
crore in August 2025, to be
released in 12 equal tranches

commencing November
2025, the Ministry told the
panel.

“Accordingly, during

FY26, five tranches aggregat-
ing ¥12,500 crore are being
released, while the balance
amount of 17,500 crore will
be released in FY27 in the re-
maining seven tranches,” it
added.

Since the Cabinet, while
approving the compensation
package of 30,000 crore,
stipulated a 12-tranche dis-
bursement arrangement, the

COST BURDEN. Cumulatively, the OMCs incurred
under-recoveries of around ¥41,700 crore in FY25, which
amount to roughly ¥220 per 14.2 kg cylinder vecaxanmirae

Budget provisions for FY26
and FY27 have been sched-
uled accordingly,” the Min-
istry said.

In August last year, the
government approved a
330,000 crore compensation
for LPG under-recoveries in
FY25 and 12,000 crore as
subsidy to continue provid-

ing Ujjwala consumers with
affordable LPG cylinders in
FY26.

Cumulatively, the OMCs
incurred under-recoveries of
around 41,700 crore in
FY25, which amount to
roughly 220 per 14.2 kg cyl-
inder. The total LPG under-
recovery reached around

349,210 crore by June 30,
2025.

PRICE HIKE

On April 1,2026, the Oil Min-
istry after increasing the
prices of commercial LPG
said that the hike is due to a
44 per cent surge in the Saudi
Contract Price from $542 per
tonne in March 2026 to $780
for April, as 20-30 per cent of
global LPG supplies are stuck
in Strait of Hormuz.

“At current prices, OMCs
are incurring under-recovery
of T380 per cylinder. Cumu-
lative losses by end-May will
reach approximately 340,484
crore. Last year also, out of
total losses of 60,000 crore,
¥30,000 crore was absorbed
by Oil PSUs and 330,000
crore by the Centre in order
to insulate the citizen from
high international LPG
prices,” the Ministry had
said.
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India resumes energy trade with
[ran after 7 years; gets LPG cargo

—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

The Ministry of Petroleum
ans Natural Gas said on Sat-
urday that Indian refiners
have sourced crude oil from
Iran, marking the first such
purchase from the Persian
Gulf nation after May 2019.

The development comes
after the US un-sanctioned Ir-
anian crude oil as the intensi-
fying West Asian conflict pro-
longing the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz has choked
20 per cent of the global
supplies.

AVLGC (verylarge gas car-
rier) also delivered 44,000
tonnes of Iranian liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) to India
on Thursday.

Refuting news reports and
social media posts on an Ira-
nian crude cargo diverted
from Vadinar to China due to
payment issues, the Ministry
reiterated that India’s crude
oil requirements for the com-
ing months remain fully se-

cured. India imports crude oil
from more than 40 countries,
with companies having full
flexibility to source oil from
different sources and geo-
graphies based on commer-
cial considerations, Qil Min-
istryemphasised.

NO PAYMENT ISSUE

“Amid Middle East supply dis-
ruptions, Indian refiners have
secured their crude oil re-
quirements, including from
Iran, and there is no payment
hurdle for Iranian crude im-
ports, contrary to the ru-
mours being circulated,” it
added.

Claims on vessel diversion
ignore how the oil trade
works. Bills of Lading often
carry indicative discharge
port destinations and cargoes
can change destinations mid-
voyage based on trade optim-
isation and operational flexib-
ility, it explained.

“On LPG, too, some claims
being made are incorrect as
LPG vessel Sea Bird carrying
around 44,000 tonnes Iranian

LPG berthed at Mangalore on
April 2 and is currently dis-

charging,” the Ministry
added.

India utilises the rupee
payment mechanism

between UCO Bank and Ir-
an’s non-sanctioned banks
having Vostro accounts with
the former for payments. This
was done after US and EU
sanctions restricted dollar-
based transactions.

India stopped buying crude
oil from Iran after sanctions
were re-imposed on the coun-
try by the US in November
2018 giving India six-months
to wind down imports. Iran
was India’s No 3 crude sup-
plier in 2017, accounting for
12-13 per cent of the total im-
ports. At one point, Tehran
was supplying more than
425,000 barrels per day (b/d)
to New Delhi.

Sanctions imposed by the
USin2011andthe EUin 2012
displaced more than 1 million
barrels per day (mby/d) of Ira-
nian crude on the global mar-
ket, as per the US EIA.



Government to boost

gas supply to
fertiliser plants to 90
per cent from 6 April:

New Delhi: From 6 April. gas supply to
fertiliser plants will be increased to
about 90 per cent of their average
consumption over the past six months,
as the govemnment steps up efforts o
maintain stability across key sectors
amid the evolving situation in West
Asia The government said it continues
to take coordinated measures to ensure
uninterrupted energy supplies. smooth
maritime operations, and the safety of
Indian nationals in the region, even as
geopolitical tensions impact global
energy flows, including the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz The government
said natural gas supply tourea plants is
currently steady at 70-75 per cent of
their six-month average consumption
and will be enhanced to around 90 per
cent from & April. supported by
existing inventories and scheduled
LNG cargo arrivals.
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Switch to piped gas within 3 months: Hisar admin

DEEPENDER DESwAL
HISAR, APRIL 4
The administration has
issued a notice directing
city residents to switch from
liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) to piped natural gas
{PNG) within three months
in the areas where the lat-
ter's supply is available,
Citing Ministry of Petrole-
um and Natural Gas order
dated March 24, Hisar Addi-
tional Deputy Commission-
er Utsav Anand said all
households in specific areas
should apply for and obtain
a PNG connection within
three months from the date
of issuance of the notice.
“Accordingly, all households
falling under such areas are
hereby directed to apply for
and obtain a domestic PNG
connection from the autho-

CURRENT SCENARIO

B PNG supply is available in Sectors 9-11, 13, 15, 1617, Mod-
el Town Extension, Urban Estate-ll and the Police Lines

B As per information, there are just 1,800 PNG connec-
tions in Hisar against a set target of 71,222 till March 31

B pverage refills of LPG cylinders touch 10,000 per day
against 4,500 before the West Asia conflict

rised entity within three
months from the date of
issuance of this notice,” he
added. The ADC said the PNG
supply was available in Sectors
9-11, 13, 15, 16-17, Model Town
Extension, Urban Estate-Il
and the Police Lines Area.
“All such households are
required to avail domestic
PNG connections,” the
notice stated. The ADC
added that the LPG supply
to such address would cease
after three months from the

date of the communication,”
and added that after the
expiry of this period, “sup-
ply of LPG cylinders to such
households shall be liable to
be discontinued, in accor-
dance with  applicable
guidelines and regulations”,

The administration has
urged the residents to take
necessary action to avoid
any inconvenience. “Non-
compliance of the above
directions shall be viewed
seriously and shall be dealt

with as per applicable rules
and regulations,” the notice
issued by the ADC said.

He added that the move was
being implemented in public
interest for ensuring safety,
efficient energy usage and
wider adoption of the PNG.
The authorities concerned
have also taken serious note of
the failure of the company in
meeting the targets for laying
the PNG connections in the
urban areas in Hisar district.

According to information,
there are just 1,800 PNG con-
nections in Hisar against aset
target of 71,222 till March 31.
The sudden increase in the
demand of the LPG gas has
caused strain to the authori-
ties as the average bookings
of cylinders has touched
10,000 per day against an
average of 4,500 before the
West Asia conflict.



DELHI TIGHTENS FUEL NORMS

No PNG, no commercial LPG

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment has tightened norms
for the supply of commer-
cial LPG cylinders, making
it mandatory for businesses
to either have or apply for a
piped natural gas (PNG) con-
nection in areas where the
network is available, accord-
ing to an official order.

In an order issued by the
Food, Supplies and Consumer
Affairs Department on April
2, the government amended a
key clause of its recently noti-
fied policy on distribution of
commercial LPG cylinders.

Under the revised rules,
commercial and industrial
consumers will be eligible to
recelve LPG supplies only if
they are registered with the
concerned oil marketing com-
pany (OMC) and have applied
for a PNG connection, wher-
ever the network exists.

According to the order, in
areas where PNG infrastruc-

GAS RULES

» Under the revised rules,
commercial and industrial
consumers will be eligible
to receive LPG supplies
only if they are registered
with the concemned oil
marketing company (OMC)
and have applied for a PNG
connection, wherever the
network exists

ture is not yet in place, con-
sumers will be required to
submit an application express-
ing their intent to switch to
PMG onceit becomes available.

DOfficials said OMCs will
be required to verify docu-
ments at least once to ensure
compliance with these condi-
tions. Records of consumers
who have expressed intent to
shift to PMNG will also be shared
with Indraprastha Gas Limited
(IGL} for further action.

“ When supplying to com-

mercial gas consumers, the
OMCs shall at least once col-
lect documentation records o
ensure that the consumer is
registered with the OMC and
has either applied for a PNG
connection or has submitted
an application indicating the
intent to obtain a PNG con-
nection upon its availability,”
the order stated.

The order also provides
some flexibility. Businesses
that need LPG alongside PNG
for their Confinued on P4

Millennium Post, Delhi, 05/04/2026
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No PNG...

operations can apply to the additional com-
misstoner of the department, explaining their
needs. A decision on such requests will be taken
in consultation with the three OMCs.

“The OMCs could also collect such applica-
tions and submit to the Additional Commis-
soner for a prompt dedsion. The Additional
Commissioner shall promptly dispose of the
same in consultation with the three Oil Market-
ing Companies,” the order stated.

The rest of the policy, notified on March 26
along with a subsequent addendum, will remain
unchanged, the order said.
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No payment hurdle for crude
imports from Iran, says govt

RAKESH KUMAR @ Mew Delhi

THE Centre on Saturday said
that there is no pavment-relat-
ed hurdle over Iranian crude
imparts in the country, and In-
dia has purchased crude from
Iran as well.

The response came after a
news report claimed that an
Iranian crude cargo was di-
verted from Vadinar in India
to China due to “delay in pay-
ment”. The nion petroleum
ministry, in a social media
post, called these claims factu-
ally incorrect, stating that In-
dia imports crude oil from
more than 40 countries, with
companies having full lexibil-
ity to source oil from different
regions based on commercial
considerations,

“Amid West Asia supply dis-
ruptions, the Indian refiners
have secured their crude oil
requirements, including from
Iran; and there is no payment
hurdle for Iranian crude im-
ports, contrary to the rumours
being circulated,” said the pe-
troleum ministry

On April 3, 2026, according
to shiptracking firm Kpler, an

The indian refiners have secured
their crude oil requirements and
there is no payment hurdle for
Iranian crude imports

The Petroleum Ministry

Iranian tanker carryving crude
oil that was en route to India
over the past three days
changed course, and is now
heading towards China in-
stead. The vessel is bound for
the port of Dongying, with an
expected arrival on April 29,
instead of its earlier destina-
tion of Vadinar

According to Kpler, the re-
routing iz likely linked to pay-
ment-related issues, but the
firm also mentioned that the

ship could still be redirected to
an Indian refinery

Thetanker Ping Shun iscar-
rving about 600,000 barrels of
crude oil loaded from Kharg
Island arcund March 4. Earli-
er, it was expected to arrive at
Vadinar on April 4.

The ongoing conflict be-
tween Tran and Tsrael, has im-
pacted cargo movement
through the Strait of Hormuz
— a critical passage that han-
dles around 20% of the world's
crude and 25% of gas supply
In response to the situation,
the United States issued a 30-
day sanctions waiver for Ira-
nian oil already at sea. As per
the Office of Foreign Assets
Control, the waiver applies to
oil loaded on vessels on or be-
fore March 20 and discharged
by April 19.

The minisiry further said
that claims about vessel diver-
sion ignere how oil trade
works. According to the minis-
try; bills of lading often carry
indicative discharge destina-
tions, and cargoes can change
ports mid-vovage based on
trade optimisation and opera-
tional Nexibility.
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No payment issues with Iran, says ministry

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India said on Satur-
day that there are no payment
issues with Iran for crude
imports and that refiners con-
tinue to source oil from the
country, as well as from a wide
range of global suppliers.

Ina post on X, the ministry of
petroleum and natural gas dis-
missed reports that an oil tanker
carrying Iranian crude had
rerouted mid-voyage from its
previously indicated destination
of India, which would have
marked the first such shipment
in nearly seven years, to China,

saying the claims overlooked
standard industry practice
where cargoes can change desti-
nation during transit based on
trade optimisation and opera-
tional flexibility.

Terming as “factually incor-
rect” assertions that the cargo
was diverted from its previously
indicated destination of Vadinar
in Gujarat to China due to pay-
ment hurdles, the ministry said,
“there are no payment hurdles
for Iranian crude imports”.

“India imports crude oil from
40+ countries, with companies
having full flexibility to source
oil from different sources and
geographies based on commer-

cial considerations,” it said.

“Amid Middle East supply dis-
ruptions, Indian refiners have
secured their crude oil require-
ments, including from Iran, and
there is no payment hurdle for
Iranian crude imports, contrary
to the rumours being circu-
lated.”

Ship-tracking firm Kpler on
Friday stated that Aframax
tanker Ping Shun, built in 2002
and sanctioned by the US in
2025, is now signalling Dongying
in China as its destination
instead of Vadinar, which it had
indicated earlier this week.

0Oil on Ping Shun would have
been the first Iranian crude that

India would have purchased
since 2019. Indian refiners have
been looking at opportunities to
purchase a few cargoes of Ira-
nian oil on water following the
recent sanctions waiver by
Washington.

The ministry clarified that
changes in vessel destinations
during transit are common in
global oil trade, as bills of lading
often indicate tentative dis-
charge ports and cargoes may be
rerouted mid-voyage for opera-
tional and commercial reasons.

“It is reiterated that India’s
crude oil requirements remain
fully secured for the coming
months,” the ministry said.
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FIRST PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

‘Energy Trade with Iran
Progressing Smoothly’

No crude, LPG cargo
diversions on payment

worries, says oil ministry B zStrait

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Indian refiners have secu-
redIraniancrudeandaren'tfacingany
payment hurdles, the oil ministry said
Saturday, adding that an LPG cargo is
currently discharging at Mangalore
port. This marks India’s first public
acknowledgement of the resumption
of energy trade with Iran. “News re-
ports and social media posts of an Ira-
nian crude cargo being diverted from
Vadinar, India, to China due to “pay-
ment issues” are factually incorrect,”
the oil ministry said in a post on X.
Indian refiners are rushing to secu-
re crude oil, LNG and LPG supplies
from sources worldwide to feed its
growing economy. Efforts are in re-
sponse to the West Asia conflict and

Trumpeased Indiastepped up Amid domestic
New paths sanctionson purchase of Russian L supply concerns, LPG
Offsetting Strait of % Russian/Iranian | oil; now begins lifting | imparts from Iran
Hormuz Disruption | cargoes Iranian volumes havealsostarted

disruption
has hit India's

an effective Iranian
blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz, through
which about 40% of
India’scrudeand90%
of LPG imports pass.

“Amid Middle East supply disrup-
tions, Indian refiners have secured
their crude oil requirements, inclu-
ding from Iran; and there is no pay-
ment hurdle for Iranian crude im-

CNG PRICES
HIKED IN
E MKTS

SOl
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buysin 2019

after USsanctions

India halted
Iranian oil

Jran earlier
( supplied about

10% of india's i

crudeimports

ports,” the ministry said. “On LPG
too, some claims being made are in-
correct as LPG vessel Sea Bird carry-
ing around 44 TMT Iranian LPG bert-
hedatMangalore, Indiaon April2and
is currently discharging.”

India has begun buying Iranian
supplies after the US last month tem-
porarily lifted sanctions.
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Iranused tosupply 10% of In-
dia’s crude imports before
2019, when sanctions forced
refinersto halt purchases.

Iranian shipments suit In-
diaastheyarelessexposedto
transit disruptions and can
reach much faster than scar-
ce, long-haul alternatives
from outside the Gulf. Cargo-
es from other Gulf suppliers
have been stranded amid the
threat of [ranianmissilestri-
kes. Iran has maintained a
tight grip over the Strait of
Hormuzsincethe warbegan,
allowing only limited traffic,
andhasfloated planstolevya
toll on vessels transiting the
waterway.

New Delhi and Tehran have
been engaged in securing sa-
fe passage for India-flagged
carriers stuck in the Persian
Gulf, with purchases of oil
and LPG from Iran taking bi-
lateral talks anotch higher.

Seven India-flagged LPG
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vessels have

Iranian crossed the
shipments Straitof Hor-
areless muz since
exposed to the war be-
transit gan, most ha-
disruptions ving already
andcanreach reached
India much ports  here
faster than and dischar-
alternatives ged cargoes.
fromoutside Each LPG
the Guif carrier has
supplies equ-

ivalent to about half a day of
India’s consumption.

Indianofficialshave previo-
usly denied seeking any per-
mission from Iranian autho-
rities or paying any levy for
the safe passage of India-
flagged vessels through the
Strait. New Delhi has repea-
tedly called for unimpeded
transit through the Strait of
Hormuzand has joined an ef-
fort by 60 countriestohelpre-
open the critical waterway
through which about 20% of
global oilflows.
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Pvt Cos Hike
CNG Rates

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Private city gas
distributors raised compres-
sednatural gas(CNG)prices by
Rs1-4per kginseveral parts of
the country. This follows an in-
crease in domestic natural gas
price at the start of Aprilamid
higher global oil and
gasprices.

Adani Gas raised
CNG prices by %1.5
per kg in Gujarat, while Tor-
rent Gas increased rates by Rs
2.5 per kg in Rajasthan and
other markets. Think Gas lif-
ted prices by %2.5-4 per kg
across north and south India.

However, Indraprastha Gas,
which operates in the Delhi-
National Capital Region, didn’t
follow its private peers in rai-
sing CNG prices.
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STA STICS Aslice of life in numbers

Ilcr piped gas connections
needed to meet 2032 target

While LPG still outhnumbers piped gas connections in India,
expansion targets signal a shift towards PNG. But, nearly 13 lakh
PNG connections have to be added every month to meet the goal

Cooking fuel connections in households

Active LPG domestic Active piped Piped gas
connections in India gas domestic connections
33cr connections target for 2032

1.6¢r 12.6¢r

3.3 lakh
piped gas
¥ connections

issued in
March 2026
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Govt: No payment hurdle
in crude procurement

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Indian refiners
have secured their crude oil
requirements, including from
Iran, and there is no payment
hurdle for such crude im-
ports, the petroleum ministry
said on Saturday, while dis-
missing reports and social
media claims that an Iranian
crude oil cargo was diverted
from Vadinar in India to Chi-
nadue to “payment issues”.

On X, theministry said the
claims of “payment issues”
were “factually incorrect”. It
said the claims on vessel di-
version ignore how oil trade
works. “Bills of lading often
carry indicative discharge
ports destinations and on-sea
cargoes can change destina-
tions mid-voyage based on
trade optimisation and oper-
ational flexibility,” it said.

In the post, the ministry
added that contrary to ru-
mours being circulated, Indi-
an refiners face “no payment
hurdle for Iranian crude im-
ports”. It said, “On LPG too,
some claims being made are

incorrect, as LPG vessel Sea
Bird, carryingaround 44 TMT
Iranian LPG, berthed at Man-
galore, India, on April2,and is
currently discharging.”
ThisisseenasIndia’sfirst
official acknowledgment of
resuming energy trade with
Iran after sanctions were
temporarily lifted for 30 days
after the US scrambled to
ease oil prices that have been
spiked due to Tehran block-
ing the Strait of Hormuz.
The ministry said India
imports crude oil from 40+
countries, with companies
having full flexibility to get
oil from different sources
and geographies based on
commercial considerations.
It has maintained that oil
marketing companies can
make decisions on buying
Iranian oil based on “techno-
commercial feasibility”.
Ship-tracking firm Kpler
on Friday had said the Afra-
max tanker Ping Shun, built
in 2002 and sanctioned by the
US in 2025, was signalling
Dongyingin China asits des-
tination instead of Vadinar.



Govt increases
gas supply to
urea plants

New Delhi: Govt has an-
nounced an increase of gas
supply to urea plants to approx-
imately 90% of their average
consumption from Monday, a
move that will push productivi-
ty to ensure enough availabili-
ty of the most-used soil nutri-
ent during the upcoming Kha-
rif, and subsequent Rabi crop
season, reports Dipak Dash.

Currently, the supply of
LNG to urea plants is 70-75% of
their last six-month’s average
consumption. Govt on Satur-
day said the supply will be in-
creased “considering the avail-
able inventory and scheduled
LNG cargo arrivals”. It added
that gas supply to other indus-
trial and commercial sectors,
including supplies through
city gasdistribution (CGD)net-
works, will be enhanced by a
further 10% effective Monday.

“All industrial consumers,
including fertiliser plants,
have been advised to provide
their additional requirement
on spot basis so that the same
may be arranged by the gas
marketing companies,” an of-
ficial statement said.

Meanwhile, govt extended
state trading enterprise (STE)
status of Indian Potash Limit-
ed for importing urea on govt
accounts until March 31, 2027.
Themoveisaimedatensuring
uninterrupted supply of urea
to meet domestic demand.
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