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EXPERT TALK

6 GAIL has significantly
expanded its pipeline
footprint—from about 15,600 km
covering 23 States and UTs to over
18,030 km across 24 States and UTs.
Availability is ensured through supply
security. GAIL is India's largest LNG
importer, with a diversified portfolio of
about 16.56 MMTPA, spread across
multiple geographies and pricing
indices. Affordability is supported
through tariff reforms,
including two-zone
tariffs and uniform
Zone-1 tariffs for
CNG and domestic
PNG customers.
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‘ OIL has significantly

expanded its domestic
acreages from ~ 9,300 sg. km. in
2017-18 to present acreage of ~
1,08,000 sg. km. which Is ~ 12-fold
increase in acreage, spread across
Assam Shelf Assam Arakan fold belt,
Rajasthan basin, Mahanadi basin,
Cambay Basin, offshore areas in
Andaman & Nicobar
basin, Kerala
Konkan basin &
KG basin.
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CCMD, OIL INDIA
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GAIL, ‘K’ LINE & J M Baxi enter into a strategic
partnership to own equity in shipping firm

AlL ({India) Ltd, the country's

leading natural gas

company, Kawasaki Kisen
Kaisha (*K” Line), and J M Baxi
Marine Services have signed a
Term Sheet for equity participation
in the ship-owning company
established in Singapore. The
term sheet was signed in the
presence of Hardeep Singh Puri,
Minister for Petroleum and Natural
Gas, Government of India.

GAIL has signed a long-term
charter with the ship-owning
company starting from 2027.

The LNG vessel is currently
under construction in a Korean
Shipyard. GAIL's investment

in the ship owning company,
subject to approval of DIPAM, is
planned through its wholly-owned
subsidiary company, GAIL Global
IFSC Lid, which is registered in
GIFT City, Gujarat.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sandeep Kumar Gupta,
Chairman & Managing Director,
GAIL, said. “Taking equity in a
shipping company while also
serving as a charterer is a
strategic alignment of interests.
With this equity investment,
GAIL will have cwnership in two
LNG ships in partnership with
reputed Japanese Companies.
Increasing ownership of ships
by Indian Companies is a
move towards achieving Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision

of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat' in the
shipping sector.”

On the establishment of the
partnership, Satoshi Kanamori,
Senior Managing Corporate
Officer, iK' Line said, “This
partnership brings together the
complementary strengths of
three trusted companies to build
aresilient and sustainable LNG
shipping platform for India. ‘K’
Line will continue to contribute to
a global safety culture, technical
expertise, and operational
excellence to support reliable
energy delivery and long-term
value for all stakeholders.”

Dhruv Kotak, Managing
Director, J M Baxi Group, said,
“Our entry into clean energy
transportation marks a defining
step in JM Baxi group's long-
term vision for the future of
Indian maritime and logistics
infrastructure. Partnering with
GAIL and our long-standing
collaborator, ‘K’ Line, reinforces
our commitment 1o the PM's
vision of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat'
and to building resilient,
sustainable supply chains that
support India’s clean-energy
transition.”

Kotak added, “This initiative
reflects our belief that responsible
growth and environmental
stewardship must go hand in
hand as we shape the next
chapter of global trade.”
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