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NITI Aayog rejects auto firms’
request on definition of ZEVs

THINK TANK’S VIEW. Transition shall begin with phased elimination of polluting vehicles

—
S Ronendra Singh
MNew Delhi

NITI Aayog has strongly sup-
ported bio-fuels in the run-
up to net zero by 2070, re-
jecting three car makers’ —
Tata Motors, Mahindra &
Mahindra and JSW MG Mo-
tor — requests of straight
away moving to electric
vehicles as zero emission
vehicles (ZEVs) without
mixing other alternatives
like hybrids. These compan-
ies opposed a February 10,
2026, transport report by
NITI Aayog and have written
requesting to reconsider the
expanded definition of ZEVs
“to preserve conceptual clar-
ity around true zero tailpipe
emission technologies”.

The NITI Aayog’s report
has definition of ZEVs that
include ethanol-based flex
fuel vehicles (FFVs), hybrids
and compressed bio-gas
(CBG) vehicles, alongside
battery electric vehicles
(BEVs) and hydrogen-based
vehicles.

Sources told businessline
that the NITI Aayog turned
down the request and stated
that adoption of ZEVs, in-
cluding BEVs, FFVs, CBGs

CAR MAKERS’ PITCH. Tata Motors, M&M and JSW MG Motor
wrote to NIT| Aayog requesting to reconsider the expanded
definition of zero emission vehicles “to preserve conceptual
clarity around true zero tailpipe emission technologies”

and hydrogen-based
vehicles, should be kept as
key priority for the long-
term vision, and accordingly
segment-wise ZEV accelera-
tion will be formalised. The
government think tank said
the transition  strategy
should begin with the phased
elimination of polluting
diesel vehicles and the adop-
tion of lower-emission CNG
vehicles, hybrids, and elec-
tric vehicles.

“The subsequent phase
should advance the use of
biofuels through FFVs, CBG,
and hybrid FFV models,
alongside continued growth
in EV adoption. The final

phase should ensure full de-
ployment of ZEVs such as
EVs, FFVs, hydrogen based
vehicles and CBG-based
models,” it said.

‘GOOD MOVE’

The Indian Federation of
Green Energy (IFGE) wrote
to NITI Aayog, thanking it
for not coming under in-
dustry pressure and for con-
tinuing to support biofuels in
the national interest. “We
would like to place on record
our strong appreciation that
NITI Aayog has not buckled
under pressure from certain
industry lobbies and self-in-
terest groups and has re-

tained the core framework of
a biofuel-led, technology-
neutral and India-relevant
decarbonisation pathway,”
sources told businessline,
quoting Sanjay Ganjoo, Dir-
ector General, IFGE in the
letter.

IFGE is an umbrella or-
ganisation representing In-
dia’s green and bicenergy
ecosystem in its entirety,
spanning biofuels, CBG, eth-
anol, and the broader renew-
able energy sector. It has sev-
eral companies and associat-
ions as members such as
NTPC, GAIL, Bajaj, Mur-
ugappa, Shree Renuka Sug-
ars and Hero Future
Energies.

Addressing the letter to
Suman Berry, Vice-Chair-
man, NITI Aayog, IFGE ap-
preciated the clarification of
NITI Aayog that ZEVs are
defined based on lifecycle
emissions across the value
chain. “This further reinfor-
ces the principle that for any
technology, tailpipe emissio-
ns alone cannot be the basis
of assessment, and emissi-
ons must be evaluated across
the entire lifecycle to arrive
at a scientifically robust and
policy-relevant conclusion,”
the source added.
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As Bengaluru hotels cut menus amid LPG crisis, a
restaurant uses c1ty waste to take on more cooking

Express News Service
Bengalwru, March 25

EVEN AS many restaurants in
Bengaluru cut their menus and
scramble for alternative fuel
amid a shortage of commercial
LPG linked to the conflict in
West Asia, one chain isexpan-
ding its cooking operations and
supplying food toits 59 outlets
across the city.

In 2023 the iconic Empire
Hotel's Koramangala branch
switched to biomethane asits
main cooking fuelthrougha tie-
up with a civic waste manage-
ment unit next door - a move
that seems to be paying it rich
dividends now.

Abiomethane plant at the
Kasa Rasa waste management
unit, built to process eight
tonnes of wet wasteintobiogns,
supplies about 120 kg of bio-
methane daily to the Empire
Hotel on one of South Benga-
luru's busiest "eat streets.” “We
are facing an LPG problem
across our outlets and only the

In 2023, Empire Hotel's Koramangala branch switched to biomethane
through a tie-up with acivic waste management unit. exrress

Koramangala unit is self-sus-
tained because of the biometh-
anesupply... Ourentire cooking
is with biogas,” said Abdul Gaf-
far, a cluster manager for the
NKP Empire Hotel Group. *We
areusing thebiogastoeven cook
ourbiryani for otheroutlets...”
Thebiomethaneplantatthe
Koramangala waste disposal
unit, setupby the erstwhile Bru-
hat Bengahiru Mahanagara Pa-
likein collaboration with bio-
energy stant-up Carbon Masters,

the KoramangalaResidents As-
sociation, and the NGO Sahaas,
was funded through CSR sup-
port from tech firm CGI, which
invested Rs 2.4 crore.

The plant processes eight
tonnes of segregated wet waste
every day, producingabout 120
kg of odouress biomethane.
This gasis supplied to the Em-
pire Hotel next door via a pipe-
line.

An additional five-tonne-
per-day waste-processing unit

wasinaugurated on March 21, as
demand among Bengaluni res-
taurants for alternatives to LPG
grows, “For five tonnes of input
processes, the capital will be
aboutRs 26 crore. As you scale,
the cost will come down,” said
SomNarayan, the co-founder of
Carbon Masters.

CarbonMasters alsooperates
a 50-tonne-per-day waste pro-
cessing unit on the outskins of
Bengalunu. This facility is set o
be scaled upto 200tonnes and
is expected to produce nearly
10,000 kg of biogas for supply.
Forthe first time in South India,
the gas will be distributed
through a GAIL pipeline.

According to Narayan, hio-
methanecan reduce costs by up
to15 per centcompared to LPG.
“We generate 300 cubic metres
of raw gas andafter purification,
around 170 to 180 cubic metres
ofpure methane (around 120 kg)
is obtained and supplied to the
Empire Hotel,” said Manjunath,
the Carbon Masters plant man-
ager at Koramangala,

Amid the shortage of com-
mercial LPG, Carbon Masters,
co-founded by Som Narayan
and a US-based partner, has
beenflooded withrequests from
restavranis forbiogas supply. “It
has been achallenge to scale in
terms of making the gas avail-
able. Restaurants are continu-
ously calling. Back then (when
starting out), it was very hard.
We got the initial buyers after a
lot of effort. Now, India has
passed a blending mandate.
GAIL has become our customer,
sowe have asituation where the
distributing company isbuying
gas fromus,” Narayan said.

“InBengaluru, atleast 2,500
103,000 tonnes of wet waste is
generated every day... If we rep-
licate this model intwo or three
locationsin every constituency,
the city will not face a waste
problem at all,” Kamataka
Transport Minister Ramalinga
Reddy, who inaugurated the
five-tonne-per-day waste-to-
energy processing unit on
March 21, said.
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Govt in big PNG pushas

LPG supply ri

Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

With LPG supply risks rising
as the West Asia conflict
rages on and India’s piped
natural gas (PNG) base still
at just 16.2 million con-
sumers, compared with
nearly 330 million LPG
users, the government has
moved decisively to acceler-
ate PNG adoption in cities
where the pipeline networks
exist.

In a key policy shift, the
Oil Ministry mandated that
households in areas with
PNG connectivity switch
from LPG in three months or
face disconnection, a move
aimed at fast-tracking migra-
tion of nearly 60 lakh LPG
consumers in the first phase.

Imported LPG accounts
for 60 per cent of domestic
consumption compared with
natural gas, where imports
meet roughly half of the
country’s needs. Officials
also point to stronger supply
visibility in natural gas, both
from domestic output and
diversified global sources.

FUEL STRATEGY

In a notification on Tuesday,
the Ministry laid out a
timeline requiring house-
holds in PNG network areas
to shift to piped gas, sig-
nalling a decisive shift in
urban fuel strategy.

sks mount

The country’s PNG base is just
16.2 million, compared with
330 million LPG users.

Although piped gas infra-
structure is more predomin-
ant in the North and West,
including Delhi-NCR, Hary-
ana, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat
and Maharashtra, it is ex-
panding in the South.

The government has been
prioritising CNG and PNG
infrastructure in  Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka (both
GAIL), Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana (both Bhagy-
anagar Gas).

The transition is gaining
traction, with the govern-
ment issuing about 2.5 lakh
new PNG connections in the
last 25 days while receiving a
similar number of applica-
tions. Alongside, around 2.2
lakh LPG consumers have
already migrated to PNG.

Officials estimate that
nearly 60 lakh LPG con-
sumers are located in areas
where the PNG infrastruc-
ture is already available,
making them immediate
candidates for migration.



