GAIL PLANS TO
INVEST 3,800 (R
IN SOLAR POWER

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 14

GAIL (India) Ltd on
Tuesday said it would
invest 23,800 crore in set-
ting up 700 MW of solar
power capacity across
Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra, as part of
its push towards clean
energy and net-zero goals,
The projects are aimed
at boosting renewable en-
ergy capacity and ensur-
ing round-the-clock power
supply through integrat-
ed storage solutions.

GAIL (India) would
develop a 600-MW solar
project with a 550-MWh
battery energy storage
system at the TUSCO
Solar Park in Jhansi and
also set up a 100-MW solar
project with a 22-MWh
storage system in Chh-
atrapati Sambhaji Nagar,
Maharashtra, to cater to
its PDH-PP plant in Raig-
ad, the company said.
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GAIL to invest ¥3,800 crore in 700 MW solar
power capacity across UP and Maharashtra

NEW DELHLI: State-owned
gas utility GAIL (India) Ltd on
Tuesday said it will invest Rs
3,800 crore in setting up 700
MW of solar power capac-
ity across Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra, as part of its push
towards clean energy and net-
zero goals. In a statement, the
firm said it will develop a 600-
MW solar project with a 550-
MWh battery energy storage
system at the TUSCO Solar Park
in [hansi, primarily to meet the
captive power needs of its petro-
chemical plant at Pata in Uttar
Pradesh.

It will also set up a 100-MW
solar project with a 22-MWh
storage system in Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Nagar, Maharashtra,

to cater to its PDH-PP plant in
Raigad. The projects are aimed
at boosting renewable energy
capacity and ensuring round-
the-clock power supply through
integrated storage solutions.

Upon commissioning,
GAILs installed remewable
energy capacity is expected to

Projects aim to
boost renewable
energy capacity &
ensuring round-the-
clock power supply
through integrated
storage solutions

rise to over 1,000 MW from
the current 147 MW. The com-
pany said the move aligns with
its strategy to expand its green
energy portfoliu while main-
taining a balanced mix of con-
ventional and renewable assets.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deepak Gupta, Chair-

man and Managing Director,
GAIL, said, “GAILs installed
renewable energy capacity shall
increase substantially to over
1,000 MW from the current
147 MW upon commissioning
of these projects.”

He fturther emphasised
that this expansion under-
scores GAILs strategic vision
of aligning its growth trajectory
with environmental responsibil-
ity while ensuring long-term
energy security. These projects
further reinforce GAILs role
in driving India’s energy tran-
sition and strengthen its posi-
tion as an integrated energy
major with a balanced portfo-
lio of conventional and green
ENnergy assets. MPOST
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GAIL to investX3.8K
cr to set up solar
projects in UP, Maha

State-run Gail (India) Ltd
approved thesetting up of 700
megawatts (Mw) of solar power
projects with an investment of
33,800 crore in Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra, the company
said on April 14.

Gail would develop 600 Mw
solar power project alongwith a
550 megawatt-hour (MWh) bat-
tery energy storage system
(Bess) at Tusco solar parkinUP’s
Jhansi. The project would pri-
marily cater to the captive
energy requirements of Gail’s
petrochemical plant in the state.

The company would also set
up 2100 Mw solar power project
witha 22 MWh Bess in Chhatra-
pati Sambhajinagar district,
which was formerly known as
Aurangabad, in Maharashtra.
The facility would mainly serve
the captive requirements of
Gail’s propane dehydrogen-
ation and polypropylene (PDH-
PP) plant at Usar in Raigad
district. SHUBHANGI MATHUR




GAIL to invest ¥3,800 crore
in 700 MW solar projects
L]

New Dethi: GAIL (India) Ltd said
it will invest 3,800 crore to set
up 700 MW of solar power
capacity across Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra. It will develop
a 600-MW solar project with a
550-MWh battery energy
storage system at the TUSCO
Solar Park in Jhansi to meet the
captive power needs of its
petrochemical plant in Pata, UP.
|t will also set up a 100-MW
project with a 22-MWh storage
system in Chhatrapati Sambhaji

Nagar, Maharashtra, to cater to
its PDH-PP plant in Raigad. en
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GAIL to invest 33,800 crore in

building solar power projects

Expanding its renewable push, State-owned Gas
Authority of India Ltd. (GAIL) said it would be
building 700 MW solar power projects in Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra with an investment of
13,800 crore. GAIL would develop a 600 MW
solar power project along with a 55 MWh battery
energy storage system (BESS) at TUSCO Solar
Park in Jhansi, U.P. Also, GAIL would set up a 100
MW solar power unit with 22 MWh BESS in
Maharashtra’s Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar.
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Green hydrogen mission yet to gather pace

Rajeev Jayaswal
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India has commis-
sioned around 8,000 tonnes per
annum capacity of green hydro-
genas of February, against a target
of 5million tpa by 2030, achicving
about 016% of the ambitious mile-
stone envisaged under Rs 19,744
crore-National Green Hydrogen
Mission approved by the cabinet
on January 4, 2023.

The wide gap between alloca-
tion of annual budgets under the
National Green Hydrogen Mission
(NGHM) and utilization of funds
suggests tardy progress . Accord-
ing to data submitted in the Lok
Sabha on March 25 by minister of
state for new and renewable
energy and power Shripad Yesso
Naik, 68%, or Rs 203.75 of the Rs
300 crore allocated in 2025-26
(revised estimates) was used,
although this was an improve-
mentover the 1542% or Rs 46,26
crore of the Rs 300 crore allocated
in 2024-25 (RE), and the 0.1% or
RBs 11 lakh of the Rs 100 crore allo-
cated in 2023-24(RE).

India’s progress on the green
hydrogen front has come under
scrutiny following the current
energy crisis, resulting from the
war in West Asia.

‘While Naik gave only revised
estimates, budget documents
showed that budget estimates
(BEs) were even more ambitious,

indicating gaps in ambition,
annual planning, and execution.
The budget estimate (BE) for the
green hydrogen mission in
2023-24 was Rs 297 crore, which
was later trimmed to Rs 100 crore
at the RE stage. Similarly, budget
for the mission was Re 600 crore
in BE of 2024-25, which was
reduced to Bs 300 crore at the RE
stage In2025-26 BE, the allocation
under the head was again Rs 600
crore, but in the RE stage it was
again trimmed to Rs 300 crore.
Now, in the current financial year,
BE for the mission has been main-
tained at Bs 600 crore,

According to people aware of
the development who spoke on
condition of anonymity, the Union
finance ministry allocated Rs 600
crore for green hydrogen in the
2026-27 budget despite the mis-
sion’s administrative ministry -
the ministry of new and renewable
energy (MNRE) - secking Bs 80O
crore, "Apparently, the finance
made a lower allocation because
money allocated in previous bud-
gets remained unspent and
progress of the mission was slow,”
one of them said.

A spokesperson of MNRE said
green hydrogen is an “emerging
industry” that is simultaneously
navigating technology develop-
ment, cost reduction, ecosystem
building, and market creation,
hence, globally, the transition
from pilot-scale demonstration to
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Low use of green hydrogen
mission funds shows tardy
progress. 1STOCKPHOTO
large scale commercial production
follows a wellestablished develop-
ment trajectory.

“India is progressing along that
same curve, The limited commer-
cial output at present is therefore
notan anomaly specific to India, it
reflects where the sector stands
internationally in terms of tech-
nology and market maturity, What
distinguishes India's position is
thatit has moved decisively on pal-
icy, incentive structures, and
capacity awards within a relatively
short timeframe, laying the
groundworl for the commercial
scale upthat lies ahead,” this per-
son added.

According to the spokesperson,
structural issucs and expensive
electrolyser adds to both cost and
project lead time. Besides, there
are several demand side challen-

ges impacting project economics
and investment viability. “The gov-
ernment is fully aware of these
constraints, and the design of the
Natonal Green Hydrogen Mission
directly addresses each of themin
astructured and phased manner,”
the spokesperson said. One such
measure is Strategic Interventions
for Green Hydrogen Transition
Programme (SIGHT), which is like
production-linked incentive (PLI)
scheme. It has two distinct finan-
cial incentive mechanisms — tar-
geting domestic manufacturing of
clectrolysers and production of
green hydrogen,

Electrolysers use renewable
energy to split water into oxygen
and hydrogen.

Currently, pilot projects across
steel, transport, and shipping are
generating the real-world opera-
tional data needed toderisk larger
commercial investments, the
spokesperson said. The standards
and certification framework being
established is building the regula-
tory confidence that long-term
investors and [financiers
require. And the demand-side criti-
cal challenge, in an emerging sec-
tor, has been proactively
addressed, this person added.

According to the spokesperson,
since the inception of the mission,
a number of developers have
endeavored to setup small plants
toestablish different technologies
and business madels for proving

the hydrogen capacity. “The main
pathways adopted are (i) electroly-
sis route and (ii) bio-mass route.
Upto March 2026, about 8000 tons
per annum production capacities
have been reported at various
locations,” the person said.

As per the ministry’s data,
about 20 companies have created
a toml capacity of 7 968.87 tonnes
across the countries. Some of the
companies are, JSW Steel with
3,600 tonnes per annum (TPA)
capacity at Vijayanagar (Karna-
taka), GAIL India (1,752 TPA in
Vijaipur, Madhya Pradesh), Adani
New Industries Ltd(876 TPA in
Kurch, Gujarat), and Bharat Petro-
leurn Corporation Ltd (780 TPA at
its Bina Refinery).

The green hydrogen mission
first found its mention in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's Inde-
pendence Day speech on August
15, 2021, “To achieve the goal of
Green Hydrogen, [ am announe-
ing the National Hydrogen Mis-
sion today with this tricolour asa
witness,” a PMO statement said in
astatement, quoting him.

"We have to make India a
Global Hub for Green Hydrogen
Production and Export in the
‘Amrit Kaal'. This will not only
help India to makea new progress
in the field of energy self-reliance
but will also become a new inspi-
ration for Clean Energy Transition
all over the world,” the statement
added, again quoting the PM.
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GAIL to invest 3,800 cr in 700 MW
solar projects in UP, Maharashtra

PTI

NEW DELHI

State-owned gas udlity GAIL
(India) Limited on Tuesday
said it will invest 3,800 crore
in setting up 700 MW of solar
power capacity across Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra, as
part of its push towards clean
energy and net-zero goals.

In a statement, the firm said
itwill develop a B00-MW solar
project with a 550-MWh bat
tery energy storage system at
the TUSCO Solar Park in
Jhansi, primarily to meet the
captive power needs of its
petrochemical plant at Pata in
Uttar Pradesh. It will also set
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up a 100-MW solar project
with a 22-MWh storage sys-
tem in Chhaoapad Sambhaji
Nagar, Maharashtra, to cater to
its PDH-PP plant in Raigad.
The projects are aimed at
boosting renewable energy
capacity and ensuring round-
the-clock power supply
through integrated storage sol-
utions. Upon comumissioning,
the film's installed renewable
energy capacity is expected to
rise to over L,000 MW from the

current 147 MW. The move
aligns with the strategy to
expand its green energy port-
folio while maintaining a bal-
anced mix of conventional and
renewable assets.

Deepak Gupta, CMD of
GAIL, said, "GAIL's installed
renewable energy capacity
shall increase substantially to
over 1,000 MW from the cur-
rent 147 MW upon commis-
sioning of these projects.”
Gupta further emphasised that
this expansion underscores
the strategic vision of aligning
the growth trajectory with
environmental responsibility
while ensuring longterm
energy security.
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GAIL to invest 33,800 crore in

building solar power projects

Expanding its renewable push, State-owned Gas
Authority of India Ltd. (GAIL) said it would be
building 700 MW solar power projects in Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra with an investment of
13,800 crore. GAIL would develop a 600 MW
solar power project along with a 55 MWh battery
energy storage system (BESS) at TUSCO Solar
Park in Jhansi, U.P. Also, GAIL would set up a 100
MW solar power unit with 22 MWh BESS in
Maharashtra’s Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar.




R

GaIL

(0 Hindustan Times

Hindustan Times, Mumbai, 15/04/2026
Page No: 12, Size: 37.07cm x 28.34cm

Green hydrogen mission yet to gather pace

Rajeev Jayaswal
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India has commis-
sioned around 8,000 tonnes per
annum capacity of green hydro-
genas of February, against a target
of 5million tpa by 2030, achicving
about 016% of the ambitious mile-
stone envisaged under Rs 19,744
crore-National Green Hydrogen
Mission approved by the cabinet
on January 4, 2023.

The wide gap between alloca-
tion of annual budgets under the
National Green Hydrogen Mission
(NGHM) and utilization of funds
suggests tardy progress . Accord-
ing to data submitted in the Lok
Sabha on March 25 by minister of
state for new and renewable
energy and power Shripad Yesso
Naik, 68%, or Rs 203.75 of the Rs
300 crore allocated in 2025-26
(revised estimates) was used,
although this was an improve-
mentover the 1542% or Rs 46,26
crore of the Rs 300 crore allocated
in 2024-25 (RE), and the 0.1% or
RBs 11 lakh of the Rs 100 crore allo-
cated in 2023-24(RE).

India’s progress on the green
hydrogen front has come under
scrutiny following the current
energy crisis, resulting from the
war in West Asia.

‘While Naik gave only revised
estimates, budget documents
showed that budget estimates
(BEs) were even more ambitious,

indicating gaps in ambition,
annual planning, and execution.
The budget estimate (BE) for the
green hydrogen mission in
2023-24 was Rs 297 crore, which
was later trimmed to Rs 100 crore
at the RE stage. Similarly, budget
for the mission was Re 600 crore
in BE of 2024-25, which was
reduced to Bs 300 crore at the RE
stage In2025-26 BE, the allocation
under the head was again Rs 600
crore, but in the RE stage it was
again trimmed to Rs 300 crore.
Now, in the current financial year,
BE for the mission has been main-
tained at Bs 600 crore,

According to people aware of
the development who spoke on
condition of anonymity, the Union
finance ministry allocated Rs 600
crore for green hydrogen in the
2026-27 budget despite the mis-
sion’s administrative ministry -
the ministry of new and renewable
energy (MNRE) - secking Bs 80O
crore, "Apparently, the finance
made a lower allocation because
money allocated in previous bud-
gets remained unspent and
progress of the mission was slow,”
one of them said.

A spokesperson of MNRE said
green hydrogen is an “emerging
industry” that is simultaneously
navigating technology develop-
ment, cost reduction, ecosystem
building, and market creation,
hence, globally, the transition
from pilot-scale demonstration to
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Low use of green hydrogen
mission funds shows tardy
progress. 1STOCKPHOTO
large scale commercial production
follows a wellestablished develop-
ment trajectory.

“India is progressing along that
same curve, The limited commer-
cial output at present is therefore
notan anomaly specific to India, it
reflects where the sector stands
internationally in terms of tech-
nology and market maturity, What
distinguishes India's position is
thatit has moved decisively on pal-
icy, incentive structures, and
capacity awards within a relatively
short timeframe, laying the
groundworl for the commercial
scale upthat lies ahead,” this per-
son added.

According to the spokesperson,
structural issucs and expensive
electrolyser adds to both cost and
project lead time. Besides, there
are several demand side challen-

ges impacting project economics
and investment viability. “The gov-
ernment is fully aware of these
constraints, and the design of the
Natonal Green Hydrogen Mission
directly addresses each of themin
astructured and phased manner,”
the spokesperson said. One such
measure is Strategic Interventions
for Green Hydrogen Transition
Programme (SIGHT), which is like
production-linked incentive (PLI)
scheme. It has two distinct finan-
cial incentive mechanisms — tar-
geting domestic manufacturing of
clectrolysers and production of
green hydrogen,

Electrolysers use renewable
energy to split water into oxygen
and hydrogen.

Currently, pilot projects across
steel, transport, and shipping are
generating the real-world opera-
tional data needed toderisk larger
commercial investments, the
spokesperson said. The standards
and certification framework being
established is building the regula-
tory confidence that long-term
investors and [financiers
require. And the demand-side criti-
cal challenge, in an emerging sec-
tor, has been proactively
addressed, this person added.

According to the spokesperson,
since the inception of the mission,
a number of developers have
endeavored to setup small plants
toestablish different technologies
and business madels for proving

the hydrogen capacity. “The main
pathways adopted are (i) electroly-
sis route and (ii) bio-mass route.
Upto March 2026, about 8000 tons
per annum production capacities
have been reported at various
locations,” the person said.

As per the ministry’s data,
about 20 companies have created
a toml capacity of 7 968.87 tonnes
across the countries. Some of the
companies are, JSW Steel with
3,600 tonnes per annum (TPA)
capacity at Vijayanagar (Karna-
taka), GAIL India (1,752 TPA in
Vijaipur, Madhya Pradesh), Adani
New Industries Ltd(876 TPA in
Kurch, Gujarat), and Bharat Petro-
leurn Corporation Ltd (780 TPA at
its Bina Refinery).

The green hydrogen mission
first found its mention in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's Inde-
pendence Day speech on August
15, 2021, “To achieve the goal of
Green Hydrogen, [ am announe-
ing the National Hydrogen Mis-
sion today with this tricolour asa
witness,” a PMO statement said in
astatement, quoting him.

"We have to make India a
Global Hub for Green Hydrogen
Production and Export in the
‘Amrit Kaal'. This will not only
help India to makea new progress
in the field of energy self-reliance
but will also become a new inspi-
ration for Clean Energy Transition
all over the world,” the statement
added, again quoting the PM.
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