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ENSURING ENERGY SECURITY

India Working
on Subsea Gas
Pipeline Project
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Prashant Mukherjee

New Delhi: India is accelera-
ting plans to secure uninterrup-
ted gas supplies from the Gulf
through adirect deep-seapipeli-
ne, as the Strait of Hormuz cri-
sisleadsthe governmenttoprio-
ritise energy security. If clea-
red, the estimated %40,000 crore
($4.7-4.8 billion) pipeline project
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from Omanisexpectedtotakefi-
ve to seven years to build, said a
petroleum ministry official.

The push reflects the count-
ry’shighexposureto LNG supp-
ly shocks and price volatility,
and shows how it lags manufac-
turingrivals such as China.

The ministry is set to direct
state-run GAIL, Engineers In-
dia and Indian Oil Corp to pre-
pare a detailed feasibility re-
port, senior officials told ET.
They said the government is
working off a pre-feasibility
study submitted by The South
Asia Gas Enterprise (SAGE), a
New Delhi-based private sector
consortium.
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