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CPSEs to play vital role
for developed India: Prez

FEBUREAU
New Delhi, August 30

CONFERRING THE SCOPE Eminence
Awards, President Droupadi Murmu on
Saturday said central public sector
enterprises (CPSEs)will playa vital role
inachieving the national goal of build-
ingadeveloped Indiaby 2047,and com-
mended their performance across
social, economic, environmental, tech-
nological,and ethical dimensions.

The event was organised by the
Standing Conference of Public Enter-
prises (SCOPE) with the support of the
Department of PublicEnterprises(DPE).
The presidentalsoappreciated SCOPE for
recognising achievements in women
empowerment, sustainable develop-
ment, corporate governance, CSR,and
innovation,addingthatthe public sector
hasbeenapowerfulvehicle foreconomic
development and social inclusion.

While appreciating the effective role
of CPSEs in Aatmanirbhar Bharat and
‘MakeinIndia’campaigns,the President
said that during Operation Sindoor, the
indigenous Air Defence Control and

o

Reporting System, Akashteer demon-
strated its infallible capability.Also pre-
sent at the event, Minister of State for
Finance PankajChaudhary said the pub-
lic sector has played a strategic role in
nation building and maintained consis-
tent performance even during crises.

Highlighting that CPSEs engage
neary 15 lakh people in direct employ-
ment while supporting millions more
indirectly, DPE Secretary K Moses Chalai
said that the public sector shoulders the
dualresponsibility of nation-building
and economic growth. Speaking at the
event, SCOPE chairman K P
Mahadevaswamy said the CPSEs have
fadilitated sustainable development and
remain high on trust index.
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‘Ethanol Blends in Fuel Don’t Impact Mileage’

Industry bodies assure of warranties in case of issues in all vehicles on account of E20 usage

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Higher ethanol
blends do not significantly impact
vehicle fuel efficiency, representa-
tives of oil marketing companies
and automakers said on Saturday
to alleviate consumer concerns
over mileage.

They also said carmakers will
honour all warranties in case of
any issues in the vehicle on acco-
unt of usage of E20fuel, eveninca-
se of older vehicles.

The government had mandated
all vehicles manufactured to be
E20 (blended fuel with 20% ethanol
and 80% petrol) material compli-
ant April 2023 onwards, and fully
E20 compliant from April 2025.

“There have been no reports of
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any vehicles breaking down due to

usage of E20 fuel. There is no ad-

verse effect on vehicle engines,”
Prashant K Banerjee, executive di-
rector at industry body Society of
Indian Automobile Manufactu-
rers (SIAM), said, refuting reports
onthepotentialnegative impact of
the E20 blended petrol on vehicles.

“All OEMs (original equipment

manufacturers) will honour war-
ranties even of older vehicles in
casethereisanissue,” he added.

Vikram Gulati, executive vice-
president at Toyota Kirloskar Mo-
tor (TKM), said the concerns on
E20 affecting fuel efficiency dras-
tically or adversely impacting ve-
hicle engines “are largely unfoun-
ded and not supported by scienti-
ficevidence or expert analysis.”

Material compatibility and dri-
vability tests by the Automotive
Research Association of India, In-
dian Institute of Petroleum, and
Indian Oil Corporation also have
confirmed that legacy vehicles
showed no significant variations,
performance issues, or abnormal
wear-and-tear when operated with
E20, industry stakeholders said.

P SRavi, advisor at Federation of

Indian Petroleum Industry (FIPI),
admitted that ethanol, being lo-
wer in energy density than petrol,
results in a marginal decrease in
mileage, but blending ethanol in
petrol helps reduce CO2 emis-
sions, making it sustainable.

Referring to the environmental
benefits, industryrepresentatives
said ethanol is increasingly being
produced fromnot only sugarcane
but also from surplus rice, maize,
damaged food grains and agricul-
tural residues, especially under
the push for second-generation
(2G) biofuels.

“This makes ethanol blending
notonly technically viable, but en-
vironmentally sustainable as
well,” Reji Mathali, director at Au-
tomotive Research Association of
India (ARAI).
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India’ssportstransformation
gainspace,says Hardeep Singh
PurionNational Sports Day

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delht, 30 August

Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister
of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
today said that India has
ramped up its policy focus
and public investment for
sports. “In this regard, India’s
oil and gas PSUs have played
apioneering role,” the Minister
emphasised.
Speakingat an event organised
by the Petroleum Sports
Promotion Board (PSPB) in
collaboration with the Delhi
Soccer Association and Sudeva
Academytocelebrate National
Sports Day, Puri spoke about
the transformation in India’s
sports sector. “After 2014, there
has been a concerted effort to
make Indiaa ‘sporting nation’.
Thereis now deep support for
promising youngsters to have
elite-pathway success, notonly
in terms of funding, but also
in the development of the
entire ecosystem including

nutrition, sports science, and
coaching,” he said. He noted
that in the last session of
Parliament, concluded only a
week ago, the historic National
Sports Governance Bill, 2025
was passed to overhaul the
governance framework of sports
federations and bodies, thus
increasing accountability.

“Results demonstrate the
success of these transformative
policies,” the Minister observed
“Thelast ten years have shown
this:in the 2023 Asian Games
and the 2024 Para Asian Games,
we achieved record hauls of
107 medals and 29 medals (7
gold. 9 silver, and 13 bronze)
respectively.”
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I0C to invest %1.66 lakh cr
for biz expansion in 5 years

“The company is scaling up its crude oil refining capacity
from 80.75 mn tonnes/annum to 98.4 mn tonnes by 2028’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Indian Oil Cor-
poration (I0C), the country’s
largest oil firm, plans to invest
Rs 1.66 lakh crore over the next
five years to expand its core
operations nis

fuel marketing, along with ven-
tures in petrochemicals, natu-
ral gas, and renewable energy,
its chairman Arvinder Singh
Sahney said on Saturday.

The firm is scaling up its
capacity to refine crude oil
into fuels like petrol and diesel
from the current 80.75 million
tonnes per annum to 98.4 mil-
lion tonnes by 2028, with major
expansions at Panipat, Guja-
rat, and Barauni, he said at the
company’s annual sharcholder
meeting. To move this energy
swiftly and sustainably, IOC is
expanding its pipeline network
- the country’s most extensive -
to 22,000 km with 21 projects
under execution. These include
pipeline extensions and new
storage facilities in Nepal.

Alongside refining and pipe-
lines, I0C is targeting petro-
chemicals as the next growth
engine, expanding capacity
from the current 4.3 million
tonnes per annum to over 13
million tonnes capacity by 2030,
with a sharp focus on specialty
chemicals to reduce import
dependence and enhance mar-
gins. The firm will continue to
expand its 40,000-plus fuel
retailing network, adding new-
age sources such as EV char-
gers, battery-swapping stations

in oil refining and

Indian 0il Corporation chairman
Arvinder Singh Sahney

Alongside core
business, IOC is
investing Rs 2.5
lakh crore in energy
transition that will
help it achieve net
zero operational
emissions by 2046

» I0C is targeting
petrochemicals as
next growth engine,
expanding capacdity
from current 4.3 mn
tonnes/annum to over
13 mn tonnes by 2030

portfolio from 1 GW to

18 GW within 3 years
» Its natural gas business
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mn tonnes per annum,

supported by new

sourcing agreements
with global majors

and CNG and LNG dispensing
outlets.

Alongside core business,
I0C is investing Rs 2.5 lakh
crore in energy transition
that will help it achieve net
zero operational emissions by
2046, he said, adding the firm
is investing in green hydrogen
production, Sustainable Avia-
tion Fuel (SAF), and expanding
renewable electricity portfolio
from 1 GW to 18 GW within
three years.

“Looking ahead, your com-
pany has committed around Rs
1.66 lakh crore over the next
five years, with a sharp focus on

petrochemicals, natural gas, and
renewable energy - balancing
India’s rising auto-fuel demand
with the global energy transi-
tion,” he said.

Giving details of initiatives
to expand operational base, he
said I0C is sharpening focus on
per-pump throughput, non-fuel
retail (NFR) and high-poten-
tial segments such as bitumen
and bunkering. At the same
time, it is seeding future-ready
platforms such as LNG bun-
kering, coastal infrastructure,
integrated shipping, and data
transmission services - ventures
that leverage the firm's adjacen-

cies to capture emerging oppor-
tunities in a rapidly evolving
energy ecosystem.

With a market leadership
share of 45 per cent in the LPG,
I0C has launched BIS-certified
Chhotu Master - acompact 5 kg
cylinder and cocktop combo -
with the first ‘Chhotu Shopec' in
Ahmedabad. For industrial cus-
tomers, innovative offerings like
XtraBoost-high fuel-efficient
nano-additized AutoLPG and
Propane Plus - advanced pro-
pane with cleaner combustion
and higher heat output - deliver
cleaner, more efficient fuels.

While its Servo lubricants
have expanded its global foot-
print to 45 countries, I0C
retained market leadership with
a54.5 per cent share in aviation
fuel, commissioning new avia-
tion fuel stations at Srinagar
and Rewa.

Its natural gas business
surged 20 per cent to 7.9 million
tonnes per annum, supported
by new sourcing agreements
with global majors. Its city
gas distribution footprint has
spread to 49 geographical areas
across 21 states, covering 21 per
cent of India’s population.

Beyond energy, in the explo-
sives business, a new plant at
Neyveli has been commis-
sioned, with greenfield projects
in Telangana and Maharashtra
underway. In Cryogenics, I0C
has secured government con-
tracts alongside export orders,
while a new unit at Dindori will
further strengthen domestic
manufacturing capacity.



BUSINESS LINE, Delhi, 31.8.2025

Page No. 6, Size:(7.04)cms X (10.90)cms.

Upside still open

CRUDE CHECK. Retain buy on MCX futures

——
Akhil Nallamuthu
bl. research bureau

Crude oil, after opening last
week on the front foot, lost mo-
mentum and was largely trading
sideways. Brent crude oil futures
on the Intercontinental Ex-
change (ICE) ($67.50/barrel)
was down by a marginal 0.3 per
cent. Whereas MCX crude oil fu-
tures (35,654 /barrel) gained 1.5
per cent.

BRENT FUTURES ($67.50)
Brent crude oil futures was
largely held within $66.50 and
$68.30. That said, there is a good
chance for it to rally to $70.70 in
the near term. As long as the con-
tract remains above $65, the bias
will be positive.

If the contract surpasses
$70.70, it can extend the rise to
$75. On the other hand, if it slips
below the support at $65, it can
decline to $62, a support.

MCX-CRUDE OIL (¥5,654)

Crude oil futures (September)
rallied to mark a high of 35,709
last Monday. But then, there was
no follow-through upswing.

What followed was a sideways

movement within the
¥5,560-5,700 price band.

That said, the price remains
above the 21- and 50-day moving
averages. The contract can rise
again this week. This uptick can
take the contract above %5,700
and lift it further to ¥6,100. Res-
istance above 6,100 is at 6,300.

But if crude oil futures drops
below ¥5,560, it can find support
at ¥5,400. Only a breach of this
can turn the short-term outlook
bearish.

Trade strategy: Last week,
we recommended buying crude
oil futures (September) at
¥5,570. Hold on to the trade and
maintain the stop-loss at %5,370.
When the contract touches
15,800, revise the stop-loss to
5,600. Book profits at ¥6,000.

narrow
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