Hindustan Times, Delhi, 30/11/2025
Page No: 3, Size: 14.45cm x 36.04cm

HT PHOTO

CM gives new LPG
connections under
PM Ujjwala Yojana

Snehil Sinha

snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Saturday dis-
tributed new LPG connections
to women beneficiaries under
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY) during an event
held in the Wazirpur area, reit-
erating the government's focus
on eliminating smoke-filled
kitchens in the national capital.

According to officials, more
than 250,000 families in Delhi
have been provided access to
clean cooking fuel under the
scheme sinceits roll out in 2016.
The scheme aims to help house-
holds to switch from traditional
cooking methods such as wood,
coal or dung-based fuel as these
area major source of household
air pollution. These pose seri-
ous health risks, particularly to
women who spend long hours
working in kitchens.

“The administration is pre-
paring beneficiary lists to
ensure coverage for all eligible
families. The initiative is part of
our push to reduce combustion

of solid fuels in the city, espe-
cially during the winter season
when emissions stack up due to
meteorological conditions.
Security personnel posted out-
doors at night are also being
provided with electric heaters to
discourage wood burning for
warmth,” Gupta said during the
distribution drive.

To be sure, all women over 18
years of age and from an eco-
nomically weaker background
who do not have any other LPG
connection in the household are
eligible for this scheme.

Beneficiaries who received
the new connections in Wazir-
pur said the subsidised cylin-
ders would reduce the financial
burden of switching to clean
fuel while improving cooking
convenience. The Delhi govern-
ment said follow-up assess-
ments will be carried out to
ensure refills remain affordable
and households do not revert
back to traditional methods.

Government officials said
that the using LPG under the
scheme has helped reduce risks
of indoor air pollution in Delhi.
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India’s urban waste crisis: A ticking time bomb

A RESEARCH BY WORLD BIOGAS
ASSOCIATION

55kg per household.
170,000 tonnes per day.
1.43 billion people

India is facing an urban waste
management crisis. According to
the Food Waste Index Report 2024
(UNEP), each household generates
55kg of municipal solid waste per
year, totalling 78.2 million tonnes
annually. with 37 per cent of
the 1.43 billion population now
living in cities (529 million people),
municipal solid waste is surging
uncontrollably.

Rising mountains of
garbage

The latest available figures (from
financial year 2021-22) show India
produced 170,000 tonnes of munic-
ipal waste daily. About 156,000
tonnes were collected, 54 per cent
treated and 24 per cent sent to
landfills. The remaining 22 per cent
vanished into drains, open spaces,
water bodies or wentup in smoke,
leaking toxic pollutants into the
environment. Experts warn that
by 2050 Indian cities could gener-
ate 435 million tonnes of solid
waste annually.

Half of it is organic

Organic waste, which makes up
50 per cent of municipal solid
waste (GIZ, 2022), is a ticking
methane time bomb. India’s 535
landfill sites emit nearly 986 kilo-
tonnes of methane annually, wors-
ening climate change. Methane
has a warming effect 86 times
stronger than CO, over 20 years.

Health under siege

Rapid urbanisation and popula-
tion growth exacerbate pollution
from urban areas, including solid
waste and runoff.

Cities with populations over
100,000 generate 16,662 billion
litres of wastewater daily, even
though at least 30 per cent
of them have no sewage
treatment plants.

70 per cent of surface water is
unsafe, half of 6os rivers are heavily
polluted, and 37.7 million people
suffer warer-borne diseases annu-
ally, with diarrhoea alone killing 1.5
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millien children.

Meanwhile, air pollution linked
to open waste burning contributed
to nearly 1.8 million deaths in 2016.
Open burning in cities accounts for
18 per cent of national PM2.5
pollurion, considered to be one of
the mostdangerous air pollutants
by the World Health Organisation,
is projected to almost double
by 2050.

Lessons from Europe

India is not the first country to
face this Issue. In the 1970s, many
developed countries were con-
fronting a similar waste crisis, from
unregulated dumping and dispos-
al to landfill mountains. This was
the situation across Europe.

The Netherlands is widely recog-

nised as the first European country
to take decisive action on landfill
sites. In the 1970s, the country
faced severe environmental prob-
lems due to uncontrolled landfill
dumping, including soil and
groundwater contamination,
methane emissions and odours.
Strict landfill regulations were
introduced, mandatory waste sep-
aration and early landfill gas recov-
ery programs. By the 1990s, the
Netherlands had adoprted policies
aiming to reduce landfill use,
promote recycling and enforce
environmental monitoring.
Other countries like Germany
and Sweden followed soon after.
Europe-wide regulations started to
emerge in the 1990s, culminating
in the current mandate for separate
food waste collections across all 26
member states. These stricter land-
fill regulations and bans on organic
waste disposal were a major driver
for anaerobic digestion adoptionin
Europe. Essentially, limiting land-
fill options created the “push” for
alternative, sustainable treatment
technologies like AD.

A chance to leapfrog

India can learn from Europe's
experience. Restricting landfilling,
incentivising segregation and
adopting anaerobic digestion could
convert the organic waste crisis
into renewable energy and biofer-

tiliser, reducing methane
emissions and safeguarding
public health. Key actions to
usher in a new are of waste
management include:

Adopt a national waste
hierarchy policy

Prioritise waste reduction, segre-
gation, recycling and resource
recovery before disposal.
« Explicitly favour anaerobic diges-
tion (AD) and composting for organ-
ics over incineration and landfilling.
« Introduce progressive landfill
taxes and organic waste bans to
drive the transition.

Establish universal source
segregation and food waste
collection systems

« Mandate separate collection of
wet (organic) and dry waste nation-
wide, with strict enforcement.

= Support public awareness cam-
paigns and community-level incen-
tives for participation.

« Create standards for segregated
waste quality, crucial for AD
feedstock.

Invest in domestic biogas
and waste-to-energy

infrastructure

» Scale up AD and CBG (compressed
biogas) facilities and connect them

to city gas networks.

« Facilitate public — private
partnerships (PPPs) and green
finance instruments for large-
scale deployment.

« Integrate biogas into India’s
renewable energy targets.

Build international and

inter-State cooperation

« Leverage global success stories
and funding mechanisms (e.g.,
German Export Finance Bank
funding, EU-India clean energy
partnerships).

« Foster state-to-state collabora-
tion within India to share models
and procurement frameworks.

« Promote technology transfer,
training and certification stan-
dards for AD operators.

Implement spatial planning
and data-driven zoning

« Map urban feedstock availability
(food waste, market waste,
sewage sludge).

« Designate “green energy zones”
suitable for AD/CBG plants with
clear environmental safeguards.
= Use GIS-based (Geographic
Information System) zoning tools
to optimise logistics, collection
routes, and pipeline connectivity.

Promote innovative finance

and business models

« Leverage public funds to de-risk
private capital through guaran-
tees, viability gap funding, green
bonds and carbon markets for
urban waste management.

= Incentivise circular-economy
business models and strengthen
the creditworthiness and
market access of urban bodies |
municipal corporations.

« Foster innovation ecosystems
by facilitating partnerships
between ciries, academia
and private investors to pilot scal-
able models for decentralised
waste management.

The clock Is ticking

Without urgent action, India faces
a catastrophic future: air choked with
smoke, rivers poisoned and cities
drowning in waste.

The time to act is now-before the
country's urban population pays
the ultimare price.

Call to action!
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Axis of good emerges
in climate diplomacy

AtBelém, India’s focus on

poseful alliances across continents — not idec-
logical blocs, but practical coalitions focused

areaof co-operation is biofuels. They are dis-
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supply chains, India is demonstrating that
growth and green ambition need not be at
‘odds— and that path could

groundedindelivery.

of implementation, it delivered modest steps
on climate finance and adaptation but fell
hort on fossil fuels and forests —

offer aviable model for others seeking inclu-
sive, low-carbon prosperity.

‘Thisshift marters. Multilateral institutions
are slrugglmg to adapt to a more multipolar

revealing that ambition remains contested
even as cooperation on delivery deepens. Yet
India's focus on equitable finance, technology
access, and practical partns]shim reﬂemed

+ coveringa produc
qu‘mable ﬁnancg technnlogy on mutual benefit. tural economies seek alternatives to fossll
access, and pracncal Take India’s partnership with the European  fuels that are locally sourced and politically
. Union (EU). While their formal climate negot- ~ palatable. As ethanol and biodiesel technolo-
parmershlps reflected the ations often meander, cooperation on clean  gies mam(e‘ bilateral cooperation on stan-
gr{yw]'_ng mamrj[y of climate technology has gathered pace. Joint ds, supply chains and research
. invesmel knowledge-sharing shou]d luence global norms. The
diplomacy— onedefinedless  iniriatives around green hydrogen. Global Biofusels Alliance announce-
by rhetoric and more by results Dauery storage and low-carbon ment is a great smrﬂ.ng pointand a
industrial processes point to a shared marker of the allian
recognition: Technology ransfer and More quietly still, mere isa"buy-
eopolitical turbulence has mancetao:es&no(amnconum{ Amitabh  ers club” hatis evolving as aloose
become the defining feature of  ments, arewhat will drive real emis- Kant affiliation of major LNG (liquefied
our times. From trade wars to  sion intensity reductions and build natural gas) importing countries "
real wars in Europe, the Middle  the foundations for success in the including Japan, South Koreaand ~ The real work of. 211
Eastand Africa, togrowing pro-  new green economy that is inevita- the European Union that are work-
tectionism andfrmuredglubal ble. The EUs research and techno- ing together to influence LNG suppli-  tions — from battery recycling and precision
supply chains, 1y logical ©r5 [0 eNncourage monit reduc-  agriculture to electric mobility and the circu-
predictable. cost innovation create natural syner- ingand reporting of methane emis-  lar economy. They are the connective tissue
Climate policy continues to feel the strain. ~ gies. sions. It's not a formal structure yet,  between global technology cooperation and
Multilateralism, once the primary conduit for In fact, disruptive technologies but is gaining traction as a coordi-  local ransformation.
ibal climate action, isfaltering Yetamidthis  like green hydrogen may become  Hisham nated purchasing strategy, and the For India to stay ahead, it must keep
mnghhnc aquieter —and arguablymore  emblematicof this new age of collab- Mundol logical mluﬂun istohaveapairing  investing in research and development. The
il pal is emerging: A oration. Countries with solar and LNGsup-  Rsllakh crore Research, Ds and
pragmatic, interest-driven partnerships that Aus- pliers. (RDI) fund will help provide cat-
may prove more effective in a rapidly emer-  tralia, and several in West Asia— are natural ‘What binds these disparate strandsisnota  alytic finance. Strong linkages between
gentnew world order. There is a new kind of Japan and Korea ideology, buta cal-  industry and academia must be built up.
global cooperation developing, one that is  arelikely to be major consumers. This creates culus Each of these parmerships is not just ~ The government can act as a facilitator, but
more multi-nodal than unipolar and one  the basis fora c ntof  driven bya sober of national inter-  th TS must be industry-driven, with

grounded on purpeseful alignment. This is
what we call an “axis of good” — a constella-
tion of countries choosing to move forward
together on climate action not because they
are compelled to, or not just because it is the
Tight thing to do, but because it is in their
shared interest.

India sits at the heart of this shift. In con-
trast to the gridlock of global climate negotia-
tions that are unfortunately likely for the next
few years, the country is quietly forging pur-

demand and supply, encouraging cross-bor-
ler investment, innovation and standard set-
ung. India’s own National Green Hydrogen
Mission and bilateral discussions with part-
ners from the EU to Japan show how diple-
macy, technalogy, industrial policy and cli-
mate leadership can reinforce each other.

In the southern hemisphere, India’s rela-
tionship with Brazil is another case in point.
‘While the two nations have aligned positions
on an

est, but also a recognition that the path to
energy security and economic stability
increasingly runs through decarbonisatior.
‘And unlike the high-stakes theatre of global
climatediplomacy, mesearelu»pmﬁ]e high-
functioning ar
ing, more delivery.

d.erpi.mmg these Inlermﬂmal partner-

commercial R&D. India’s innovations in
energy access, clean energy, and creating
markets for clean energy, will not only serve
domestic needs but also contribute to global
decarbonisation.

India’s role is instructive. Straddling both
developing and developed worlds, speaks
credibly to the concerns of the Global South

ing global wends. By leve

enuep[emau(s and innovators who are mm

i eraging
bilateral and plurilateral relationships for

worl chitecture remains
mlmn[ for serting broad targets and princi-
ples, the real work of climate action increas-
ingly occurs in smaller co1 itions —coali-
tions of thewilling, anchored in shared inter-
ests and grounded in delivery. Call it
‘minilateralism if you will, but it is getting
things done.

This is not to suggest that all is well. The
‘world is not on track to meet its climate goals,

and time is running out. But progress will not
comesolely fic pledgesor: swee'p»

the growing
one defined less by rhemric and more hy
estlt

ts.

Inaworld thatoften feels defined by frag-
mentation, this axis of good offersa measure
of reassurance and a pathway to pmgress
‘They are not perfect, nor are they permanent

[Lheyreplesem apragmatic path forward
ina period of uncertainty. Climate action may
vet be saved not by grand alliances, but by the
quiet logic of mutual self-interest.

tegicalignment, :mdﬁvm mlmmes].ﬂ:elndh
‘that can bridge divides and build coalitions.
The mixed outcome of COP30 in Belém

and resilient

ing disruptive

access,

reality. Framed

Amitabh Kant is former G20 Sherpa
and former CEO of Niri Aayog and
Hisham Mundol is chief advisor. India.
Environmental Defense Fund.

The views expressed are personal
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Survey to identify
houses without
[.PG connections

TiMes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Saturday dis-
tributed LPG connections to
women beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yoja-
na (PMUY) at a special pro-
gramme organised in Wazipur
area,inamove aimed atmaking
sure that all household Kkit-
chensinthecity aresmoke-free.
A total of 252 poor residents of
the city were given LPG connec-
tionsat the function.

“Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, the Ujjwala Yojana has
enabled more than 2.5 lakh fa-
milies in Delhi to access smo-
ke-free kitchens. The initiati-
ve goes far beyond a simple
shift in fuel; it is a transforma-
tive reform aimed at impro-
ving women’s health, redu-
cing pollution and enhancing
domestic dignity. The scheme
hasencouraged households to
adopt safe LPG in place of wo-
od, coal and dung-based fu-
els,” said CM.

Now, Delhi govt will con-
duct a survey to identify hou-
seholds which do not yet have
LPG connections so that they
can be provided LPG
connections by the govt, said
an official.

CM said ensuring the avai-
lability of LPG in every house-
hold is not only a step towards
safeguarding women’s health,
but also a mission to advance
Delhi towards cleaner air and
apollution-free future.

The Delhi govt is determi-
ned to phase out wood and co-
al-based cooking practices.
“To prevent the burning of
wood during winter, security

CM said ensuring
the availability of
LPG in every
household was not
only a step towards
safeguarding
women'’s health, but
also a mission to
advance Delhi
towards clean air

guards and night-shift wor-
kers are being provided with
electric heaters. Awareness
campaigns are also being con-
ducted to encourage laundry
workers to transition from co-
al-based irons to gas or elec-
tric equipment, with the aim
of completely eliminating the
associated environmental ha-
zards,” said CM.
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