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Gas flow reduced at ONGC

blowout well in Assam

The flow rate of gas at an affected rig in eastern
Assam’s Sivasagar district has reduced
substantially, the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
Limited (ONGC) said on Saturday. Officials of the
corporation stated that an international expert
team from the U.S.- based CUDD Pressure
Control affirmed the effectiveness of the ONGC’s
approach in controlling the gas leak at well
RDS-147A. The blowout at this rig happened on
June 12. The Maharatna exploration company
also said medical assistance was being provided
at a relief camp for the people evacuated from
nearby villages soon after the blowout. Around
1,500 people were evacuated.
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Crupe WATCH

OIL PRICES DECLINE ON WEEKLY BASIS

Houston: Oil prices were down on Friday. Brent crude futures were
down S1.84, or 2.33%, to $77.01 abarrel. US W'TT crude for July was
down 21 cents, or 0.28%, at $7493. Brent rose 3.6% on the week.
Front-month US crude futures rose 2.7%. REUTERS
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Significant progress made in controlling
gas blowout at Assam well, says ONGC

NEW DELHI: State-owned Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) on Saturday said it
has made “significant” headway
in controlling the gas blowout
at the Assam well, with flow
rates reducing substantially.

The blowout -- or uncon-
trolled flow of natural gas --
took place on June 12 at a well
of the Rudrasagar oil field of
ONGC at Barichuk. A private
firm, S K Petro Services, was
operating the well on behalf of
the company.

In a statement, ONGC said
it “has made significant head-
way in its well control opera-
tions at RDS#147A, with the
flow rate of gas having reduced
substantially, marking a critical
step forward in containment
efforts”

The international expert
team from CUDD Pressure
Control, USA, who arrived on

site on Friday, has conducted
a preliminary assessment of
the situation and reviewed all
actions undertaken by ONGC
teams so far.

“The experts have expressed
their agreement with the strat-
egy and execution carried out
to date, reaffirming the effec-
tiveness of ONGC’s approach
to safely managing the well,”
the statement said without giv-
ing a timeframe by when the
blowout will be fully controlled.

ONGC said based on the
forward plan jointly developed,

extensive site preparations are
underway to facilitate the next
phase of action.

The process of remov-
ing tubulars from the well has
commenced, and mobilisation
of cranes for the removal of
tubing from the rig floor is in
progress.

“Water blanketing contin-
ues around the clock as a key
safety measure. Additionally,
flood-level monitoring of the
nearby Dikhow River remains
ongoing, ensuring all opera-
tions are aligned with environ-
mental and safety protocols,”
the statement said.

“ONGC is continuously
monitoring the low explosive
limit (LEL) levels of air around
the well site through real-time
gas detectors to ensure safety.
Medical assistance is being pro-
vided at the relief camp to sup-
port all those in need.” PTI
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US experts join ONGC
to tackle Assam blowout

Dibrugarh: Three veteran
well control specialists
from Cudd Well Control, US,
began intensive site prepa-
rations on Saturday to bring
under control a massive
gas blowout of ONGC’s Ru-
drasagar (RDS147A) rig in
Assam’s Sivasagar dis-
trict, reports Rajib Dutta.
The experts, who flew In
from Houston, arrived 1n Si-
vasagar on Friday after mul-
tiple attempts by ONGC’s
crisis management team
failed to stop the leakage,
which happened on June12.
The deployment of US
team — experts in blowout
control since 1977 — signals
a critical escalation in ef-
forts to contain the situa-
tion, which has already seen
evacuation of 350 families
from affected area, current-
ly housed in relief camps.

While ONGC hasnot yet
officially confirmed wheth-
er the well will be perma-
nently sealed, Assam CM,
Himanta Biswa Sarma, on
Friday said the corporation
will “permanently cap” the
well. ONGC’s latest press
release on Saturday,
though, talked only about
“containment efforts”™.

“The experts have ex-
pressed thelr agreement
with the strategy and execu-
tion carried out to date, reaf-
firming the effectiveness of
ONGC’s approach to safely
managing the well,” ONGC
said in the statement.

Based onaforwardplan,
jointly developed by US spe-
clalists and ONGC teams,
extensive site preparations
are underway to facilitate
the next critical phase of
containment operations.
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