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‘Hydrocarbons found in Dibrugarh’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Guwahati, July 16

ASSAM CHIEF MINISTER
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Wednesdaysaid Oil India Lim-
ited (OIL) has discovered
hydrocarbons in Namrup
Borhat-1 well in Dibrugarh
district,in which the stategov-
ernment has a significant
stake.

He described the discovery
as a major step forward in
energy security and economic

Borhat-1 well, a well /
where Govt of Assam {

holds a significant &
stake." This discovery

investment in oil

Himanta Biswa 1‘

Sarma, CM, Yo the discovery as a
{ '‘proud moment.

drilling and contribution to

In apostonX, Sarmasaid, national energy security, the
'@OilIndiaLimited hasdiscov- CMsaid.
ered hydrocarbon pres-

"This discovery makes
Assam thefirst state govt to be
adirect oil producer, makes
exploration efforts success-
ful,empowers Assam with
“revenue & royalty and
ensures steady availabilityof

energy for the country,” he
wrote on social media.
Sarma described

Namrup

successful
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India in wait-&watch mode over
secondary tariffs on Russian ol

NEW DELHI, JULY 16

India is in ‘wait and watch’
mode over the fallout of pro-
posed ‘secondary sanctions’
on Russia New Delhi’s exports
of refined petroleum products
derived from Russian crudeoil,
will face additional tariffs due
to secondary sanctions.

US President Trump on
Tuesday mentioned potential
new sanctions on Russian oil
that would kick in within 50
days if Russian Presdent
Vladimir Putin does not agree
to peace dealto end the conflict
with Ukraine. NATO Secre-
tary General Mark Rutte
echoed Trump, and wamed
Brazil, China and India saying
these countries could be hit

‘very hard’ by secondary
sanctions if they continued to
do business with Russia.

Indiais a majar importer of
Russian crude oil which is
capped at $60 to a bare —
much lower than prevailing
international rates Indian
Crude imports from Russia are
presently at 2.08 million barrels
per day and meet some 42 per
cent of Indian imports.

More than half of these
imports from Russia are done
by three refineries in India,
which further export refined
products to G7 countries.
When additional tariffs kick in,
exports of refined products
from India would be out priced
in the market. — TNS
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India’s Russian Qil Imports Up a Tad in First Half

New Delhi: India’s o1l imports
from Russia rose marginally in
the first half of this year, with
privaterefinersReliance Indus-
tries Lid and Nayara Energy
making almost half of the over-
all purchases from Moscow, as

per data. India, the world’s
third-largest oil importer and
consumer, received about 1.75
million barrels per day of Rus-
sian oil In January-June this
year, up 1% from a year ago, da-
tashowed. —Reuters
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Mahanagar Gas Lines Up 1,325 cr to Set
Up Battery Manufacturing, Biogas Plants

Cosigns deal with US
battery firm for unit in
Karnataka and with BMC
for Maharashtra facility

Sharmistha Mukherjee

New Delhi: State-run Mahana-
gar Gas plans to invest about
71,325 crore, along with part-
ners, to build an electric vehicle
battery manufacturing unit and
a compressed biogas producing
facility over the next two years
inabid todiversify operations.

Speaking to ET, Ashu Shing-
hal, managing director, said as
part of the government’s push
towards cleaner mobility solu-
tions, the company is looking to
expand itsfootprint in non-fossil
fuel businesses.

“At present, almost 70% of our
revenues come from CNG. We

conducted a study along with
BCG. In essence, going forward,
we have determined we will be
present in at least one non-fossil
fuel related segment to secure
growth opportunities infuture,”
said Shinghal.

MGL has formed a joint ventu-
re with US-based International
Battery Company (IBC) to set up
agigafactory in Karnataka. The
new company, owned 56% by IBC
and 44% by MGL, has been allo-
cated land for the project, and
construction work is set to com-
mence later this quarter.

MGL and IBC are jointly inves-
ting around %825 crore in the fa-
cility, first phase of which is tar-
getedfor commissioning in FY27
and the second phase in FY28.

The new facility will be a tech-
nology-agonistic centre, initial-
ly producing prismatic NMC lit-
hium-ion battery cells having
wide applications across mobili-
ty and battery storage sectors.
Shinghal said the JV will com-
menceoperations with1GWhca-

pacity. “If results
are satisfactory,
we can expand to
produce 5 GWh,”

he said.

Shinghal said
lS:::;—::n ©  theJv company is
expand its already in the pro-
footprintin Cess of testing
non-fassil batteries, which it
fuelbizamid aims to supply to
govt push two-wheeler and

three-wheeler
makers in India from the new fa-
cility. Separately, MGLhas inked
anagreement with Brihanmum-

bai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) to set up 1,000 tonnes per
day (TPD) compressed biogas
(CBG) plant in Maharashtra at
an investment of around %500
crore. The proposed plant will
process up to 1,000 TPD of deep
segregated food and vegetable
waste that will be supplied by the
civic body.

While CBG production in India is
limited currently Shinghal said
thereisalotof potentialfor growth
going ahead given automakers like
Maruti Suzuki too are exploring
utilising the gas in vehicles.
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MILITARY ALLIANCE ISSUES THREAT FOR DOING BUSINESS WITH RUSSIA...

NATO Warns India, China, Brazil of Sanctions

India displeased with
secy general Rutte’s
remarks as NATO

has no such authority

Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury

New Delhi: NATO secretary gener-
al Mark Rutte on Wednesday threat-
ened India, China and Brazil with
100% secondary sanctions if they
continue doing business with Rus-
sia, even as he urged the leaders of
these countries to press Russian
President Vladimir Putin to take
peace talks with Ukraine seriously.
Speaking to media persons after a
meeting with US senators, he said,
“If you are the President of China,
the Prime Minister of India, or the
President of Brazil, and you con-

Hitting a Bump

Countries engaged in energy

trade with Russia may face
100% secondary sanctions,
says NATO chief Rutte
Some But

NATO & EU \7 continue
members to buy
have imposed | Russian ail
curbs on via third
country parties

tinue to trade with Russia and buy
their oil and gas, then you know: if
theman in Moscow doesn’ttake the
peace negotiations seriously, I will
impose 100% secondary sanc-
tions.”

Secondary sanctions refer to eco-
nomic penalties imposed on third
parties that trade with countries
subjecttosanctions.

Trump has | India has
also hinted at | voiced its energy
slapping harsh [ concerns to US
oil tariffs | lawmakers

"“My encouragement to these
three countries, particularly, is: if
you live now in Beijing, or in Delhi,
or you are the president of Brazil,
you might want to take a look into
this, because this might hit you ve-
ry hard,” Rutte said. “So please
make the phone call to Vladimir
Putinand tell him that he hasto get
serious about peace talks, because

otherwise this will slam back on
Brazil, on India,

- and on China in a
TheEUplans  massive way"
tocompletely  The North Atlan-
stop the tic Treaty Organi-
import of zation (NATO), a
Russian gas military alliance
by2027,but  of 32 countries, 30
many nations  in Europe and two
still remain in North America,
dependent does not have the
on Russian authority to im-
gasand pose sanctions,
refined oil said people famil-
iar with the matter,

expressing surprise over Rutte’s
remarks. There is displeasure in
the Indian establishment over the
remarks, they added. The NATO
chief’s threat, which came a day af-
ter US President Donald Trump
warned of 100% tariffs on Russian
exports in case a ceasefire deal is
not inked within 50 days, smacked
of double standards, according to

the people, given that some NATO
member states and European
countries that have imposed sanc-
tions against Russia continue to
purchase Russian oil via third
countries. The European Union
(EU) plans to completely stop the
import of Russian gas by 2027, but
many nations still remain depend-
ent on Russian gas and refined oil,
they said, pointing out that in 2024,
18% of the EU’s natural gas im-
ports came from Russia.

External affairs minister S Jaish-
ankar recently said India had offi-
cially conveyed its concerns to US
senator Lindsey Graham on a pro-
posed bill seeking to impose a 500%
tariff on countries importing crude
from Russia. “Regarding Senator
Lindsey Graham's bill, any develop-
mentwhichishappeningin US Con-
gressisof interesttousif itimpacts
our interest or could impact our in-
terest. So we have been in touch
with Senator Lindsey Graham.
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PNGRB Cracks Down on City Gas
Cos, Orders Flat Domestic Pricing

New Delhi: The Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory Board
(PNGRB) has directed city gas
companies to charge a uniform
rate for household fuel, regard-
less of consumption levels, 1n a
bid to end the practice of some
firms charging higher prices be-
yond a certain usage threshold.
“Ithascometothe Board’snoti-
ce that certain city gas distribu-
tion (CGD) entities are imple-
menting a telescopic pricing
structure for piped natural gas
domestic consumers, wherein
the per SCM (standard cubic
metre) price of natural gas esca-
lates as consumption surpasses
a predefined threshold,” the
downstream regulator said.

“Such pricing practices may in-
advertently facilitate the unaut-
horized use of subsidized admi-
nistered price mechanism gas
by commercial consumers who
may be misclassified as domes-
ticconsumers.”

The regulator further said that
“genuine  domestic
consumers with hig-
her consumption le-
vels may be unfairly
subjected to elevated charges”,
despite the government supply-
ingnatural gasto CGD entitiesat
auniformrate. The domestic gas
is sold to companies “at a conces-
sional rate compared to market
or spot LNG prices”, it said. —
Our Bureau
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Will biogas get its due place in

DHARMENDRA BHOGAL
W New Delhi

ttar Pradesh has
l | built 65 biogas
plants in 42 districts
as part of its efforts

to empower villages through a
cow-based rural economy pro-
gramme, a social media post
by @UPGovt said on July 15.

The number is much small-
er compared to the potential
envisaged — a 2022 report by
the Centre for Science and
Environment pegged it at
1,000 biogas plants — but a
good start.

Biogas is an environmental-
ly friendly fuel. According to
the Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE),
“biogas, in its raw form, that is
without any purification, can
be used as clean cooking fuel
like LPG, lighting, motive
power, and generation of
electricity”

Apart from substituting
diesel up to 80 per cent in
diesel engines, the biogas can
be purified and upgraded up
to 98 per cent purity of
methane content to make it
suitable to be used as a green
and clean fuel for transporta-
tion or also as Compressed
Bio-Gas (CBG), the MNRE
adds. Biogas directly used in
kitchens can save a large

/
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India’s renewable energy
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amount
cylinders.
It could have been a boon
not just in urban but also in
rural areas, experts point out
and explain biogas helps rural
sanitation, eliminates the
drudgery of women, helps
reduce deforestation, provides
good quality organic manure,
and provides a convenient and
safe waste disposal method.
The MNRE had set up an
annual target for installation
of small biogas plants under

spent on LPG

the Biogas Programme for
FY 2022-23 at 22,500 across
states and multiple central
agencies. The same for
FY 2024-25 was 25,000.
India has announced plans
to reduce its GDP emission
intensity by 45 per cent by
2030 from the 2005 levels and
achieve net-zero emissions
by 2070. One of the major
programmes is fuel blending
to reduce vehicular emis-
sions. After ethanol blending
with petrol, the Government

is now looking at blending
CBG with natural gas, both
CNG and PNG.

However, the tardy pace of
implementation and problem-
solving has put hurdles in
reaching the targets. A case in
point is Secunderabad’s
Bowenpally Vegetable Market.

It is the largest vegetable
market in Telangana that col-
lected almost 8-10 tonnes of
vegetable waste daily and used
it to generate approximately
500 units of electricity and 30

mix?

kgs biofuels daily.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in one of his ‘Mann Ki
Baat' programmes in 2021
said, “This is the power of
innovation. The market’s
waste is now being turned
into wealth”

Hyderabad’s The Siasat
Daily, in its report in May
said: “Once a model for sus-
taina-bility—turning 10
tonnes of vegetable waste into
electricity and biofuel daily—
the Bowenpally market biogas
plant in Secunderabad is now
operating at a fraction of
its capacity.”

Bowenpally plant is not
alone. The Indian Biogas
Association (IBA) chairman
Gaurav Kedia pointed out
some months ago that “a large
number of biogas plants
remain non-operational due to
a lack of social and technical
support.”

The country and the poten-
tial is about 12 million fami-
ly-type biogas plants based
on the estimated availability of
cattle dung in the country, the
MNRE data shows. That
should be an incentive enough
for India to up its biogas usage
for its citizens and a better
planet.

(The writer is an architect
interested in environmental
and development issues)
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