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L-G, CM inaugurate PNG supply to 111 Delhi villages

New Delhi: Lieutenant Governor
VKSaxena on Thursdayinaugu-
rated the Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) supply by Indraprastha
Gas Limited (IGL) to 111 villages
inDelhi, takingthe total number
of villages connected by PNG to
241.Theeventwas also attended
by Chief Minister Rekha Gupta.
"Today's launchis not merely
a technical project, but a solid
foundation for a cleaner and
brighterfuture. This initiative not

only connects rural areas with
clean, safe, and affordable en-
ergy, butalso marks asignificant
step towards making Delhi an
environmentally friendly and
sustainable Capital," said Saxena.
Hitting out at the previous
government, Saxena said, "The
previous government did not
havethewill to ensure thatfacil-
ities reach villages. Perhaps it
was part of their politics...”
Calling it "A Flame Of Trust,"

Gupta described the launchasa
beacon of clean energy reaching
the heart of rural Delhi. "This is
not merelytheinauguration ofa
facility, but the ignition of anew
era — one that brings security,
dignity, and sustainable growth
into every household,"” she said.

With 130 villages covered in
Phase |, and 111 villages joining
on Thursday, Gupta pledged to
connect the remaining 116 vil-
lages by year-end. ENS
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111 Delhi villages get PNG connection; 116 more to be covered soon: CM
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Lieutenant-Governor V.K. Saxena and CM Rekha Gupta during the
launch of PNG connections in 111 villages of Delhi on Thursday. PTI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Thursday extended the
supply of piped natural gas
(PNG) to 111 villages in the
city. Lieutenant-Governor
V.K. Saxena inaugurated
the initiative, which took
the total number of villages
connected by PNG to 241. It
was facilitated by Indra-
prastha Gas Limited (IGL).

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said it was not just

the launch of a facility but
the “ignition of a new era
that brings security, digni-
ty, and sustainable growth
to every household”.
Power Minister Ashish
Sood highlighted the vision
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to remove smoke
from all household kitch-
ens. He said till 2022, about
30% of the villages still
used conventional ways of
energy, but this had
changed now with the PNG
initiative. “A new chapter

has been started with 111
villages,” he said.

The L-G said the initia-
tive resonates with the spi-
rit of the Delhi Gramodaya
Abhiyan, which aims to
equip villages with urban-
level infrastructure and en-
sure holistic and balanced
development. He said it
marks a major milestone in
realising the vision of a Del-
hi free from polluted air
and embracing clean and
sustainable energy.

The initiative to supply

PNG is the second phase of
IGL’s mission to connect all
of Delhi’s villages with a re-
liable and eco-friendly fuel
source. With 130 villages
already covered in the first
phase, and 111 villages now
getting connections, the
Chief Minister pledged to
connect the remaining 116
villages by the year-end.
“From clean kitchens to
cleaner air, this pipeline
fuels more than just stoves
— it fuels hope, health, and
progress,” she said.
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LG, CMinauguratePNG
supplyto111villages

“Flameof Trust" isthe beacon of clean energyreaching theruralbelt, saysCm

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 15 MAY

n an important stride
towards energy equityand
environmental steward-
ship, Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
on Thursday inaugurated the
Piped Natural Gas (PNG) supply
by Indraprastha Gas Limited
(IGL) to another 111 villages
of the national capital in pres-

ence of Chief Minister Rekha ‘

Gupta.

With thig nmont
ywwith this qev pment,

now the total numberofDelhi's
villages connected to PNG
supply has increased to 241.
Speaking on the occasion,
Saxena said, "Today’s launch
of Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
supply to 111 villages of Delhi
byIGLis notmerely a technical
project, butasolid foundation
for a cleaner and brighter
future. Thisinitiative notonly
connectsrural areas with clean,

cafe and affardahle
saie, and ainoergasie
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energy,
but also marks a significant
step towards making Delhian
environmentally friendly and
sustainable capital," headded.

Accordingto LG, thiswork
resonates with the spirit of
the ‘Delhi GramodayAbhiyan’,
which aims to equip villages
with urban-level infrastructure
and ensure holistic and bal-
anced development. Saxena
further said everyone has col-
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where Delhi is free from pol-
luted air and embraces an era
of cleanand sustainable energy
—and the day isamajor mile-
stone in realizing that vision.

CM Rekha Gupta, calling
it “AFlame Of Trust,” described
the launch as a beacon of
clean energy reaching the heart
of rural Delhi. She said, "This
isnotmerely the inauguration
of afacility, but the ignition of

a new era — one that brings
security, dignity, and sustain-
able growthinto every house-
hold,” she added.

The initiative marks the
second phase of IGL’s mission
toconnectall of Delhi’s villages
withareliable and eco-friendly
fuel source. With 130 villages
already covered in Phase I,
and 111 villagesjoiningtoday,
CM has pledged to connect
the remaining 116 villages by
year-end, ensuring citywide
access to piped gas infrastruc-

turo
ware.

Highlighting the broader
vision behind the initiative,
Gupta emphasized that this
developmentis a transforma-
tionalstep, from cleankitchens
to cleaner air. The event also
spotlighted the modernization
of South West Delhi's
Mahipalpur CNG station, a
move aimed at enhancing
service deliveryand operational
efficiency.
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Rural belt welcomes PNG
connectionsin 111villages

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 15 MAY

Delhi's rural belt has wel-
comed the connections of
piped natural gas(PNG), given
to 111 villages of the national
capital on Thursday as an
important step taken by LG
and the Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta-led government
towards the development of
the areas.

Prominent voice which
represents entire 360 villages
of Delhi, the Palam 360 Khap
chief Chaudhary Surender
Solanki, has appreciated the
government's move, stating
that this step shows the com-
mitment of the government
towards development of rural
belt, and also urged to soon
provide PNG to theremaining
villages as well.

Solanki expressed gratitude
to the government on behalf
of the population of these
villages and said the struggle
of the people belonging to
the entire rural belt seems to
be giving positive results
through the newly elected

government in Delhi which
has promised their develop-
ment, which had earlier been
neglected for a long time.

He said the entire rural
belt is hopeful of development
and expects that step by step
all the promises made by the
government will be fulfilled
and the rural belt will have
basic amenities at par with
the urban areas.

He mentioned that interest
being taken by the newly
elected government regarding
rural Delhi's work is being
appreciated by people, and
also expressed hope that the
initiatives under the ‘Dilli
Gramoday Abhiyan’, will also
be completed, and the long
pending issues of all the
villages and poor farmers will
soon be resolved.

Solanki had earlier said
thatin the assembly elections
the entire rural belthad voted
for a change, with a hope
that the new government
will work on the ground,
which as per the locals, now
seems to be moving in the
right direction.
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1l more Delhi Vlllages get PNG supply

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Lieutenant governor V K
Saxena and chief minister Rekha Gupta
on Thursday inaugurated piped natural
gas (PNG) supply by Indraprastha Gas
Limited (IGL) to 111 villages. With this,
the number of villages connected by
PNGhas goneupto 241.

Saxena said the initiative was not
merely a technical project, but a solid fo-
undation for a cleaner future. “It not on-
ly connects rural areas with clean, safe
and affordable energy, but also marks a
significant step towards making Delhi
an environmentally-friendly and sustai-
nable capital. It resonates with the spirit
of Delhi Gramoday Abhiyan, which
aims to equip villages with urban-level
infrastructure and ensure holistic and
balanced development,” he said.

Calling it “A Flame of Trust”, Gupta
described thelaunchasabeacon of clean
energy reachingthe heart of rural Delhi.
“Itistheignition of anewera—onethat
brings security, dignity and sustainable
growth into every household,” she said.

With 130 villages already covered in

Rajesh Mehta

LG V K Saxena and CM Rekha Gupta with a
beneficiary in Dwarka on Thursday

Phase I and 111 more joining Thursday,
CMpledged toconnecttheremaining116
villages by the yearend.

“Nobody thought there would be a 24-
hour supply of piped gas. Urbanareashad
started getting access to piped gas supply,
but it was not available in rural areas. It
was on PM Narendra Modi’s call that this
was made possible. There are 116 villages
still left, where piped natural gas will be

made accessible by Dec-end,” Gupta said.

LG and CM also interacted virtually
with PNG users across four villages of Del-
hi, apart from handing over PNG connec-
tionstol0users physically on the occasion.

Guptalater chaired a high-level revi-
ew meeting with officials of the indu-
stries department. She said the discus-
sion focused on the needs of traders and
industrialists, the future prospects of
industrial growth, and govt initiatives
to elevate Delhi’s status in the fields of
trade and industry. Cabinet minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa was also present
atthe meeting.

Following the meeting, CM announ-
ced the formation of a Trader Welfare
Board to safeguard the interests of tra-
ders. The board will ensure swift redres-
sal of issues faced by the business com-
munity, implement welfare schemes,
and push for policy reformsthat ease the
process of doing business. The initiative
will establish a robust support system
for Delhi’s traders and act as a bridge
between govt and the trading communi-
ty by conveying their suggestions and
concernsdirectly to policymakers.
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India’s oil demand to
rise 3.4% in '25: Opec

New Delhi: India’s oil demand
is expected to grow the fastest
among major economies and
double the rate of rise in China
in 2025 and 2026, Opec said.
India’s oil demand is set to rise
3.4% to over 5.7 million bpd in
2025, up 3.4%. The US remains
the top oil consumer with 20.5
million bpd demand. acencies



S WE ALL know like the

back of our hand, during

the 21st Conferenceof Par-

ties (COP21) at Paris in

2015, it was decided that
we should try and limit the rise in the
earth’s temperature to 1.5 degrees centi-
grade by2100when compared tothepre-
industrial era, Of course, 1.5 °C is the
mean tem perature, which implies that
certain parts of the planetwouldbe above
1.5 °C. The fact is that we have already
crossed the mean tempemature of 1.5 °C
in 2024 as reported by some organisa-
tions, Eachsuccessive report of theUnited
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) paints a picture
that is more grimwhen compared to the
previous one, Similarconcerns have been
raised by other organisations, such as the
World Resources Instituteand theUnited
Nations Development Programme in
their publications titled the State of Cli-
mate Action and Climate Inequality
Report, respectively. Inorder togivea fillip
to renewable power generation, it was
agreed (during COP28) that renewable
capacityshould betrebled and that energy
efficiency should be doubled by 2030.
Theseare noble thoughts but not easy to
implement due to various reasons; how-
ever, it is not the objective of this piece to
elaborate onthis.

Instead, one will try and give a picture
of what has really happened when it
comes to fossil fuel-based electricity gen-
eration after the Paris Agreement. Glob-
ally, coal-based generation capacity has
seen an increase of about 661 gigawatts
(Gw) since 2015. India and China alone
account for 76%of this increasealthough
China's role is more dominant. While
China has added about 419 Gw since
2015, India has added 87 Gw.So effec-
tively, since 20135, China has added to its
coal-based generating capacity,which is
almost five times of what India has done.
This data hasbeen sourced from the web-
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® ENERGY EQUATION
CHINA, LIKE INDIA, HAS INCREASED COAL-BASED CAPACITY, BUT IT HAS PURSUED RENEWABLE WITH EQUAL VIGOUR

Pursuing fossils differently
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site of the Global Energy Monitor, an
organisation which analyses data fora
sustainableenergyfuture This mammoth
increaseincapacity in Chinahasenabled
ayearly generationofabout 8,000 billion
unitswith a per capita consumption of a
little more than 6,000 units. This, inci-
dentally, is better than the European
Union's average.

Although both India and China have
added substantial coal-based capacity,
there is a difference, China, along with
adding to its coal-based capacity, has
made huge addition to its renewable-
based generating capacity as well. China
added 389 Gwof solar capacityduring the
period 2015-2024 whilethe correspond-
ing figure for wind poweris 322 Gw.In
sharpcontrast, India added only 66 Gwin
solar capacity and about 19 Gw of wind
capacity in the same period. Speaking of
the shareof coalin the total generation of
electricity,oneseesa dedinein China from

709% to 61% in the last 10 years or so,
whereas in the case of India the share of
coal isalmost staticat about 75%.

There is yet another difference
between the Indian and Chinese coal-
based generating capacity and that is
related to technology. China has about
380 Gw of ultra-super aitical units and
about 311 Gw of super critical units,
Together, these two technologies com-
prise about 60% of its total coal-based
capacity. The Indian case isvery different.
India has only about 3.6 Gwof ultra-super
critical units and about 70 Gw of super
critical units. Together, they account for
about 33%of the total coal-based capac-
ity. Further, ultra-super critical technol-
ogy has been de ployed in China for more
than 20 years but India has had ultra-
supercritical units since the last 10 years
only.Forthebenefit of read ers, ultra-super
critical technologyand supercritical tech-
nologyhavea highereffidencyrate(about

46%and 429 respectively) compared to
sub-eritical technology (about 35%) and
hence, they burn less coal and allows one
(o economise on carbon emissions.

Coming to environmental norms for
the power sector, China introduced very
strict environmental norms way back in
2011.Thenorms,especially for new plan-
ts, were as good as oreven stricter than
what wasprevalentin thedeveloped wor-
Id.As faras flue gas desulphurisers (FGDs)
areconcerned,Chinese plants hadstarted
installing them much earlier (2006) and
consequently, by 2013, the country had
installed FGDs practically for its entire
fleetof coal-based generating capacity.

India introduced itsrevised environ-
mental norms in 2015, which were also
comparable to world standards except
thatwefaultedwhenitcametoexecution
We kept on postponing compliance on
some pretext or the other and in some
cases evendiluted thenorms.Installation
of FGDs is pathetic and almost nostate
generatorhasinstalled it. Coming tocent-
ral sector plants too, the compliance rate
is lessthan 5% of thecapacity. Theprivate
sector plants are somewhatbetteras abo-
ut 139 of the capacity has installed FGDs.
The irony is that oneof theleading engine-
eringinstitutions in India hasquestioned
the efficacy of installing FGDs since their
study (conducted in 202 3) revealed that
in an attempt to capture sulphur oxides
{whichisthe jobofFGDs) carbondioxideis
being released, implying that FGDs is
causingenhanced carbon foot prints.

To sum up, although China hasadded
toits coal-based generating capacity man-
ifold it has pursuedrenewable generation
with equal vigour. Also,steps have been
taken to contain carbon emissions
through the adoption of superior tech-
nology and also by adopting strict envi-
ronmental standards and implementing
themin letter and spirit.

Views are personal
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US CRUDE OIL SUPPLY TO INDIA DOUBLES
US Becomes India’s
4th Largest Crude
Oil Supplier in Apr
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New Delhi: The US nearly
doubled its crude oil supply
to India in April compared
to year earlier; overtaking
the UAE to become India’s
fourth-largest supplier.

India’s imports of US
crude grew to 0.33 million
barrels per day (mbd) in
April, up from 0.17 mbd in
the same month last year
and 0.24 mbd in March, ac-
cording to energy cargo
tracker Vortexa.

This gave the US a 7.3%
share in India’s crude im-
portsin April—ahead of the
UAE’s6.4%,butbehind Sau-
di Arabia’s 10.4%, Iraq’s
191% and Russia’s 37.8%.
Compared to March, the
shares of Russian and Iragi
imports improved in April,
while those of Saudi Arabia
and the UAE declined.

India aims to increase its
energy importsfromtheUS,
following pressure from
President Donald Trump to
addressthe trade imbalance
between the two countries.
In February, soon after ame-
eting between Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Washington, fore-
ign secretary Vikram Misri
said there was “a good chan-
ce” that India’s energy pur-
chasesfromthe US would ri-
se to as much as $25 billion
in the near future from $15
billion last vear.

“Asfor USflows growing, it
has more to do with slowing
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US exports to Europe—e-
specially due to alternative
light-sweet supplies closer
to Europe and recent refine-
1y closures—pushing these
barrels toward other mar-
kets, mainly Asia and In-
dia,” said Rohit Rathod,
analyst at Vortexa. India ac-
counted for about 8% of US
crude imports by all count-
riesin April.

Rathod attributed the de-
cline in UAE crude flows to
India in April to high ex-
ports from the Gulf country
in March.

Imports of Saudi oil also
fell in April, “most likely as
they try to regain market
share elsewhere—in East
Asia and Europe,” Rathod
said. “With the rising out-
put from OPEC+, we should
see the return of Saudi bar-
rels into Indian imports.”

OPEC+, a group of nearly
two dozen countries led by
Saudi Arabia and Russia, is
increasing supplies by abo-
ut 400,000 barrels per day
from May and by the same
amount from June.

Most of the additional
supplies are expected to co-
me from Saudi Arabia,
which has significant spare
capacity.

Russia remains the top
supplier to India, primarily
due to the discounts it offers
toIndian buyers. India’s pri-
vate sector refineries, ope-
rated by Reliance Industries
and Rosneft-backed Nayara
Energy, remain its primary
customers.
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OPEC sees India’s oil
demand rising 3.4% in
2025, more than China

New Delhi, May 15

INDIA'S OIL DEMAND is
expected to grow at the
fastest pace among major
economies and double the
rate of rise in China in 2025
and 2026,o0il cartel OPEC said
in its latest global outlook,

India’s oil demand is pro-
jected to rise from 5.55 mil-
lion barrels a day in 2024 to
5.74 million bpd in 2025, up
3.39%, helped by rising
energy needs inthe world's
fastest growing economy.

This is projected to fur-
ther rise to 5.99 million bpd
in 2026, growing at 4. 28 %o,

The demand growth is
higherthan 1.5% expansion
projected in China's oil
demand in 2025 and 1.25%
in 2026.

Butin absolute terms, the
US will continue to be the
biggest oil consumer witha
demand of 20.5 million bpd
in 2025, followed by China
(16.90 millionbpd in 2025
and 17.12 million bpd in
2026). India is the third
largest consumer.

TheUSislikelyto see 0.09
%% growthin 202 5and 0.6%
in 2026.

Despite slower growth,
OPEC expects global il

FINANCIAL EXPRESS
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demand to riseby 1.3 million
bpd in both 2025 and 2026,
unchanged from its previous
forecast.

“Looking ahead, India's

economy continued to
expand at the beginning of
the year. The current
momentum of robust eco-
nomic growth is expected to
continue, driven by ongoing
consumer spending, invest-
ment and government sup-
port for key sectors,” the
OPEC monthly oil market
Report said. While the most
recently introduced US tariffs
may have an impact on
Indian GDP growth, some of
these impacts areexpectedto
be compensated for by fiscal
and monetary stimulusmea-
sures, it said, adding forward-
looking indicators point
towards strong economic
dynamics. PTI
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Total oil demand is expected to average 103.90
million bpd this year. REUTERS

Global oildemand
growth toslow: IEA

lobal oil demand will rise more slowly for
theremainder of 2025 due to economic

headwinds combined with record sales of
electric vehicles, the International Energy
Agency (IEA) said on Thursday, asrising supply
from planned Opec+ output hikes keeps the
market insurplus.

Lower oil prices stemming from trade
tensions and rising output are impacting US
shale output growth, while also curbing Russian
oilrevenue, the IEA, which advises
industrialized countries, said in its monthly oil
market report.

The IEA raised its 2025 demand growth
forecast by 20,000 barrels per day (bpd) to
740,000 bpd in its May report, with growth
slowing to 650,000 bpd for the rest of this
year, from 990,000 bpd in the first quarter.

“Signs of a slowdown in global oil demand
growth may already be emerging,” the [EA
said, adding that deliveries to China and India
had been weaker than expected after relatively
robustimportsin the first quarter.

Total oil demand will average 103.90 million
bpd thisyear, the IEA said, anupward revision
from 103.54 million bpd lastmonth.  REUTERS
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Opecsees India’s oil
demand rising 3.4% in
25, double China’s pace

India’s oil demand is expected to grow at the
fastest pace among major economies and
double the rate of rise in China in 2025 and
2026, oil cartel Opec said in its latest global
outlook. India’s oil demand is projected torise
from 5.55 million barrels a day in 2024 to 5.74
million bpd in 2025, up 3.39 per cent, helped
by rising energy needs in the world’s fastest
growingeconomy. Thisis projected to further
rise to5.99 million bpd in 2026, growing at 4.28
per cent. The demand growth is higher than
1.5 per cent expansion projected in China’soil
demand in2025and 1.25 per cent in 2026. PTI
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India Inc mops up $12 billion
more through ECBs in FY25

SHIFTING FOCUS. NBFCs have turned to ECBs to diversify their sources of funding

| |
K Ram Kumar
Mumbai

India Inc raised 25 per cent
(or about $12 billion) more
in FY25 via external com-
mercial borrowings (ECBs)
at $61.184 billion against
$48.816 billion in FY24, at-
tracted by relatively cheaper
cost of overseas borrowings
VIS-a-vis domestic
borrowings.

Further, ECBs spiked in
March 2025 to $11.043 bil-
lion (versus $2.824 billion in
February 2025 and $7.733
billion in March 2024), as per
RBI data. This is the biggest
resource mop-up in a month
via the ECB route in the last
couple of years.

V Ramachandra Reddy,
Head -Treasury, Karur Vysya
Bank, estimated that about
40 per cent of the total ECBs
raised during FY25 were by
non-banking finance com-
panies (NBFCs), including
Shriram Finance, Muthoot
Finance and Manappuram
Finance. Bankers say NBFCs

BIG SWEEP. ECBs spiked in March 2025 to $11.043 billion

(versus $2.824 billion in February 2025 and $7.733 billion in
March 2024), as per RBI data sioomeesc

have turned to ECBs to di-
versify their sources of fund-
ing in the backdrop of banks
turning conservative in lend-
ing to them.

COST BENEFIT
“Let us say, the secured
overnight financing rate

(SOFR) is 4.30 per cent. If
the spread a top rated Indian
corporate, say, has to pay, is
100 basis points (1 per cent)
and the hedging cost is, say,
2.2 per cent, the landed cost
of the ECB s 7.50 per cent.
“Last year (FY25), “AAA”

rated corporate were raising
funds at more than 8 per
cent. So, borrowing, even on
a hedging basis, via ECBs is
attractive,” Reddy said.

In March 2025, the com-
panies that raised more than
$250 million via ECBs in-
clude: JSW Steel ($900 mil-
lion), JSW NEO Energy
(8675 million), Tata Semi-
conductor Manufacturing
(8625 million), Nuclear
Power Corporation ($511.80
million), Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochemicals ($500
million), ONGC Videsh

($450 million), Indian Oil
Corporation ($400 million),
among others.

NBFCs that raised more
than $100 million via ECBs
include: Muthoot Finance
($400 million), Housing and
Urban Development Cor-
poration ($335.16 million),
Hero Fincorp ($250 million),
Cholamandalam Investment
and Finance Company
($242.83 million), Piramal
Capital And Housing Fin-
ance ($200 million), among
others.

NBFCs that raised $100
million each via ECBs in-
clude: Axis Finance. Satin
Creditcare Network,
Truhome Finance, Aditya
Birla Finance, Kisetsu Saison
Finance, TVS Credit Ser-
vices, and Fedbank Financial
Services.

According to RBI’s latest
monthly  bulletin  (April
2025), nearly 44 per cent of
total ECBs registered during
April 2024-February 2025
were for capital expenditure,
including on-lending/
sub-lending.
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OPEC sees India’s 2025
oil demand rising 3.4%

New Delhi: India’s oil demand is
expected to grow at the fastest
pace among major economies
and double the rate of rise in
China in 2025 and 2026, OPEC
said in its latest global outlook.
Demand is projected to rise
from 5.55 million barrels a day
in 2024 to 5.74 million bpd in
2025, up 3.39 per cent. This is
projected to further rise to
5.99 million bpd in 2026,
growing at 4.28 per cent. en
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India oil demand to
orow at faster pace

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
MEW DELHI, MAY 15

India's oil demand is
expected to grow at the
fastest pace among major
economies and double the
rate of rise in China in
2025 and 2026,

The country’s oil
demand is project-
&d to rise from 5.55
million barrels a
day in 2024 to 5.74
million bpd in
2025, up 3.39 per
cent and 5.99 million
bpd in 2026 growing at 4.28
per cent helped by rising
energy needs, oil cartel
OPEC s=aid in its global
outlook,

India is more than 85 per

cent dependent on
imports of erude oil.
India’s crude imports set
a record high of 5.4 mil-
lion bpd in March, follow-
ing a month-on-month in-
crease of over 5 per cent,
the report said.
The India’s il
demand is higher
than 1.5 per cent
projected in
China's in 2025
and 1.25 per cent
in 2026, But in
absolute terms, the
US will continue to be
the biggest oil consumer
with a demand of 20.5 mil-
lion bpd in 2025, followed
by China (16.90 million
bpd in 2025). India is the
third largest consumer.
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Clean push: Piped
gas now reaches
241 Delhi villages

AVINASH PRABHAKAR
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

In a major effort towards
environmental sustain-
ability, Delhi lieutenant-
governor VK. Saxena on
Thursday kick-started the
piped natural gas (PNG)
supply to 111 villages, tak-
ing the total number of
villages connected by
PNG to 241 across the city,

Chief minister Rekha
Gupta was also present
along with Cabinet col-
leagues and officials,

“Today's launch of
piped natural gas (PNG)
supply to 111 villages is
not merely a technical
project, but a solid foun.
dation for a cleaner and
brighter future. This ini-
tiative not only connects
rural areas with clean,
safe, and affordable ener-
gy but also marks a signif-
icant step towards mak-
ing Delhi an environmen-
tally friendly and sustain-
able capital. This work
resonates with the spirit
of the ‘Delhi Gramodlay
Abhiyan,” which aims to
equip wvillages with
urban-level infrastrue-
ture and ensure holistic
and balanced develop-
ment,” said Mr Saxena on
the occasion.

He added, “We all have
collectively envisioned a
future where Delhi is firee
from polluted air and
embraces an era of clean
and sustainable energy,
and today is a major mile-
stone in realising that
vision.”

Delhi L-G and CM also
interacted virtualy with
PNG users and handed
over PNG connections to
10 users on the cecasion,

Calling it “a flame of
trust,” the chief minister
said, “This is not merely
the inauguration of a
facility but the ignition of
a new era — one that
brings security, dignity,
and sustainable growth
into every household.”

CM Gupta said this
development is not just
technical but transformas-
tional.

“From clean kitchens to
cleaner air, these pipeline
fuels more than just stoves;
it fuels hope, health, and
progress,” she said.,

She asserted that with
over 13,000 km of gas
pipelines now crisscross-
ing the capital, Delhi is
witnessing a silent revo-
lution that is cleaner
greener, and grounded in
the evervday lives of its
citizens,
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‘THIS IS THE DAWN OF A NEW CHAPTER...

L-G and CM inaugurate PNG
supply to 111 villages of Delhi

AIMAN FATIMA

NEW DELHI: In a major push
for energy inclusivity and envi-
ronmental reform, the Delhi
government on Thursday
expanded its Piped Natural
Gas (PNG) network to cover
an additional 111 villages. The
new phase of connections was
inaugurated by Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena, with Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta present at the event, sig-
nifying a unified vision for a
greener Capital.

This expansion, facilitated
by Indraprastha Gas Limited
(IGL), brings the total number
of Delhis villages connected
to the PNG network to 241,
marking the near completion of
IGLs ambitious rural gas con-
nectivity mission. Phase I had
earlier seen 130 villages receiv-
ing access to the clean fuel, and
Phase II's rollout promises to
connect the remaining 116 vil-
lages by the end of the year.

Calling the moment a piv-
otal shift in Delhi’s development
story, L-G Saxena remarked,
“The launch is more than infra-
structure, it’s about enabling
a healthier and more sustain-
able life for rural Delhi. We
are laying the foundation for

£

in 111 villages of Delhi in Dwarka

Delhi Lt Governor Vinay Kumar Saxena, CM Rekha Gupta and other leaders attend the launch of PNG connection

MPOST

HIGHLIGHTS

» This expansion,
fadilitated by
Indraprastha Gas
Limited (IGL), brings the
total number of Delhi's
villages connected to
the PNG network to
241, marking the near
completion of IGL's
ambitious rural gas
connectivity mission

» The launch is more than
infrastructure, it's about
enabling a healthier
and more sustainable
life for rural Delhi: L-G

an eco-conscious future” He
further noted that the expan-
sion reflects the vision behind
the Delhi Gramoday Abhi-
yan, which aims to bridge the
urban-rural divide through
equitable infrastructure and
clean energy access.

Echoing the sentiment,
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
called the initiative a “Flame
of Trust’, symbolising the deliv-
ery of dignity and sustainable
energy to rural households.

“This is the dawn of a new chap-
ter where clean energy fuels not
just kitchens, but aspirations,”
she said, underlining the social
and environmental impact of
the mission.

The day also saw the unveil-
ing of a modernised CNG sta-
tion in Mahipalpur, aimed at
increasing efficiency in South
West Delhi’s energy supply
chain. The CM emphasised
that the pipeline network, now
exceeding 13,000 km across the

city, is transforming the way
Delhilives, cooks, and breathes.
As part of the event, Saxena and
Gupta interacted virtually with
PNG users from four villages
and handed over connections
to ten households in person,
underlining the government’s
focus on last-mile delivery.
Adding a broader indus-
try perspective, Kamal Kishore
Chatiwal, Managing Director of
IGL, highlighted the vital role
CNG continues to play in India’s

clean energy journey. “While
electric vehicles are in the spot-
light, CNG remains a practi-
cal, cost-effective, and scalable
alternative for today,” he said,
reaffirming IGLs commitment
to sustainable and inclusive fuel
solutions.

The initiative signals Del-
hi’s steady transformation into
a gas-powered, pollution-con-
scious metropolis, with rural
areas now integrated into its
clean energy roadmap.
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