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Steps taken to reduce crude oil & gas
imports; green energy in focus: Modi

PRIME MINISTER MNAREN-
DRA Modi on Sunday said the
BJP-led central government is
takingstepstoreduceimports
of crude oil and gas, focusing
more on exploration of fossil
fuelsand green energy.
Addressing a rally in
Assam’s Numaligarh after
inauguratingand laying foun-
dation stones for projects
worth over ¥12,000 crore,
Modi said that with India

emergingasoneof the fastest-
growing economies in the
world, the country is depen-
dent on foreign nations for
crude oil and gas.“To change
this, the focus has to be on
meeting our energy require-
ments. We are working on
becoming self-reliantin meet-
ing ourenergy needs, he said.

Modi said the country is
making efforts to discover
newreserves of crude oil and

gas, while enhancing its
green energy capabilities.
The PM also highlighted the
‘Samudra Manthan’ initia-
tive announced by him from
the ramparts of the Red Fort
on Independence Day,which
willfocus on exploring deep-
sea reserves of oil and gas.
Thecountryistakingrapid
strides in the field of green
energy and renewable power
generation,heasserted. —PTI
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Ukrainian drones strike one
of Russia’s top oil refineries

MOSCOW: Ukrainian drones
overnight struck one of Russias
largest oil refineries, sparking a
fire, according to Russian offi-
cials and Ukraines military.

The strike on the Kirishi
refinery, in Russia’s northwest-
ern Leningrad region, follows
weeks of Ukrainian attacks
on Russian oil infrastructure
that Kyiv says fuels Moscow’s
war effort. The facility, oper-
ated by Russian oil major Sur-
gutneftegas, produces close to
17.7 million metric tonnes per
year (355,000 barrels per day)
of crude, and is one of Russia’s
top three by output.

More than three years
since Russias full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine, drones have
emerged as a key weapon for
both sides. Multiple Russian
drones crossed into Poland
on Wednesday, prompting
NATO to send fighter jets to
shoot them down and under-
lining long-held concerns that
the fighting might spill over
beyond Ukraine's borders.

According to Ukraine’s
General Staff, explosions and a
fire were reported at the Kiri-
shi refinery. It posted a photo
appearing to show a blaze and
clouds of smoke against a night

Regional Gov. Alexander
Drozdenko said three drones
were downed overnight in the
Kirishi area, with falling debris
sparking a fire at the facility. He
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Key Points

# The facility, operated
by Russian oil major
Surgutmeftegas and is
one of Russia’s top
three by output

» Photo shows a blaze
and douds of smoke
against a night sky

said no one was injured, and
the blaze was put out.

Russian officials did not
immediately comment on the
consequences of the strike. At
least 80 Ukrainian drones were
shot down overnight over Rus-
sia, occupied Crimea and the
adjacent Sea of Azov, accord-
ing to the Russian Defence
Ministry.

Russia remains the world's
second largest oil exporter, but
a seasonal rise in demand and
sustained Ukrainian drone
strikes have caused gasoline
shortages in recent weeks.

Gas stations have run dry
in some regions of the coun-
try, with motorists waiting in
long lines and officials resort-
ing to rationing or cutting off
sales altogether.

To try to ease the shortage,
Russia has paused gasoline
exports, with officials Wednes-
day declaring a full ban until
September 30 and a partial ban
affecting traders and interme-
diaries until October 31.

Also in the Leningrad
region, a diesel locomotive was
derailed during the night, local
Gov. Drozdenko said Sunday.
The region surrounds but does
not include Russias second city
of 5t. Petersburg.

Drozdenko said the loco-
motive’s driver was trapped
in his cabin, and later died of
his injuries while being trans-
ported to a hospital. He added
an official probe would check
for signs of sabotage.

Separately, a bomb planted
along railway lines in Russia’s
Oryol region has killed three
people, according to reports
by local Gov. Andrey Klych-
kov. He said victims had been
inspecting the track, and iden-
tified one as a member of Rus-
sias National Guard.  AGENCIES
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Sanctions Cut Off Nayara From Non-Russian Oil

New Delhi: Nayara Energy - part-
owned by Russian oil giant Rosneft
PJSC and blacklisted by the Europe-
an Union in July - is facing difficulti-
es in securing non-Russian crude
supplies for a second month in a row
as western shipping companies refu-
sedtoferryoilforit,shiptrackingda-
tashowed.

Nayara, which has already cut

down the run rate of its 4,00,000 bar-
rels a day oil refinery at Vadinar in
Gujarat, remains heavily reliant on
Russian barrels since Au-
gust. The company gotabo-
ut 2,42,000 barrels per day
(bpd) of Russian oil, pos-
sibly inshipsarranged by Moscow, in
August, and another 3,32,000 bpd in
the first half of September, prelimi-

nary data by global trade analytics
firm Kpler showed.

It did not get any crude oil, which is
converted into fuels like petrol and
diesel at the refinery, from other key
sources, such as Irag and Saudi Ara-
bia, in both August and September.
Irag and Saudi Arabia had supplied
about1,20,000 bpd of crude to Nayara
inJuly —PTI
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New projects worth 18K cr for
Assam; clean energy in focus

PM lays foundation for bioethanol unit in Golaghat district

PHOTO: X/@RUPESHGOWALA

SUDHEER PAL SINGH
New Delhi, 14 September

Prime Minister Narendra Modion Sunday inau-
gurated a bioethanol plant and laid the founda-
tion stone for a polypropylene unit at
Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL), Golaghat, in
Assam. The projects are aimed at promoting
clean energy and reducingdependence on fossil
fuels. Addressing agatheringon theoccasion, he
said projects worth18,000 crore have been allo-
cated tothe state and thelaunch of energy secur-
ity-related projects will further strengthen
Assam’s path to development.

“Assam is a land that strengthens India’s
energy capabilities. The petroleum products
originating from Assam contribute significantly
tothe nation’s development. The governmentis
committed to elevating this strength to new
heights,” Modi said.

He added India has long been dependent on
foreign sources for its energy needs, importing
large quantities of crude oil and gas. As a result,
the nation has had to pay crores annually to
other countries, which in turn boosts employ-
mentand income abroad. Hesaid this situation
needed to be changed.

In his speech, Modi recalled his announce-
ment from the Red Fort regarding the “Samudra
Manthan” initiative and said expert assess-
mentssuggest India’s seas may hold substantial
reservesofoil and gas. Toensure these resources
are harnessed for national development, the
National Deepwater Exploration Mission has
been launched. The PM also said that in the
changingtimes, India requires alternative fuels

=i e MR
The bamboo- based bioethanol plant wil
cutoil exports and support local farmers

toreduce dependence onoil and gas and ethanol
is one such viable option. “Arrangements are
being made toensure asteady supply of bamboo
for operating the bio-ethanol plant. The govern-
ment will support local farmers in cultivating
bamboo and will also procure it directly. Small
units related to bamboo chipping will be estab-
lished in the region,” he said, adding around
%200 crore will be spent annually in thissector.

Modi said India is making rapid strides in
green energy and renewable power generation,
and highlighted that the country ranks among
the top five globally in solar energy capacity.

He also said the government has launched
the Semiconductor Mission with Assam serving
as a major foundation for the initiative. He said
a semiconductor factory is rapidly being con-
structed in Morigaon, with an investment
of ¥27,000 crore.
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