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US Treasury Secretary calls on G7 countries
toimpose tariffs on Russian crude buyers

—
Asian News International
Washington DC (US)

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
on Friday (Washington time) called
on G7 countries to join the US in im-
posing tariffs on countries purchas-
ing Russian oil.

According to a read out from the
Treasury Department, Bessent wel-
comed efforts to immobilise Russian
assets. "During today’s call with G7
Finance Ministers, Secretary Bessent
reiterated President Trump’s call to
our G7 partners that, if they are truly

committed to ending the war in
Ukraine, they should join the US in
imposing tariffs on countries pur-
chasing oil from Russia.

The US has levied an additional 25
per cent tariff on India on the
grounds that it was continuing to
purchase Russian oil. This is in addi-
tion to the 25 per cent tariff previ-
ously announced by US President
Trump.

SOME HOPE

On September 2, Bessent had ex-
pressed confidence that India and the
US will resolve the trade friction

between them, as he believed that
New Delhi’s values are much closer to
Washington than to China and
Russia.

“I think at the end of the day, two
great countries will get this solved.
But the Indians have not been great
actors in terms of buying Russian oil
and then reselling it, financing the
Russian war effort in Ukraine,” he
told Fox Business.

On Friday, Trump told Fox News
that he was ‘losing out fast’ on pa-
tience with Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin and that the US would have
to do something strong very fast.
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U.S. asks G7 to impose tariffs on
countries purchasing Russian oil

Only ‘unified efforts’ that cut off funding to Moscow’s war machine can apply sufficient pressure, says U.S.; Trump asks NATO
allies to ‘completely halt’ purchases of Russian oil, and to impose tariffs of 50 to 100% on China as a way to help end the war

Press Trust of India
Agence France-Presse
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON

he U.S. has asked
T G7 members to im-
pose tariffs on

countries purchasing oil
from Russia, asserting that
only “unified efforts” that
cut off funding to Mos-
cow’s war machine at
source can apply sufficient
pressure to end “the sense-
less killing”.

Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent and the U.S.
Trade Representative, Ja-
mieson Greer, were on a
call with G7 Finance Minis-
ters on Friday when they
reiterated President Do-
nald Trump’s call to the

Applying pressure: Donald Trump with Scott Bessent, middle, in
the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. aFp

bloc’s partners about im-
posing tariffs on countries
purchasing oil from Russia.

G7 is an intergovern-
mental bloc of rich, indus-
trialised countries com-

prising the U.S., Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, and the U.K.
Meanwhile, Mr. Trump
said he was ready to sanc-
tion Moscow, but on the

condition that all NATO al-
lies agree to completely
halt purchases of Russian
oil and implement their
own sanctions.

He also suggested mem-
bers of the transatlantic al-
liance consider slapping ta-
riffs of 50% to 100% on
China as a way to help end
Russia’s war in Ukraine. “I
am ready to do major Sanc-
tions on Russia when all
NATO Nations have agreed,
and started, to do the same
thing, and when all NATO
Nations STOP BUYING OIL
FROM RUSSIA,” Mr. Trump
said in a social media post,
which he described as a
letter to all NATO nations
and the world.

The U.S. has imposed

50% tariffs on Indian
goods, including a 25% ad-
ditional duty for India’s
purchase of Russian crude
oil. Mr. Trump branded
NATO nations’ purchase of
Russian oil “shocking” and
said it weakens their bar-
gaining power over Mos-
cow. “Anyway, I am ready
to ‘go’ when you are. Just
say when?”

“I believe that (NATO
sanctions on Russia), plus
NATO, as a group, placing
50% to 100% TARIFFS ON
CHINA, to be fully with-
drawn after the WAR with
Russia and Ukraine is end-
ed, will also be of great
help in ENDING this dead-
ly, but RIDICULOUS,
WAR,” Mr. Trump added.



Millennium Post, Delhi, 14/09/2025
Page No: 2, Size: 23.10cm x 20.00cm

THE US HAS OFTEN BLAMED INDIA & CHINA FOR PURCHASING RUSSIAN OIL

US asks G7 to impose tariffs on
nations purchasing Russian oil

NEW YORK/WASHING-
TON: The US has asked G7
countries to impose tariffs on
countries purchasing oil from
Russia, asserting that only “uni-
fied efforts” that cut off fund-
ing to Moscow’s war machine

—7/

» G7 bloc comprise the
United States, Canada,
France, Germany, ltaly,
Japan. and the UK

dramatic action against the pur-
chasers of Russian oil. We are
encouraged by the assurances
of our fellow G7 nations that
they are committed to ending
this war, and we are hopeful that
thev will join us in taking deci-

announced plans to conclude
the first phase of the India-US
bilateral trade agreement by the
fall of 2025.

A statement from Cham-
pagne said, “Russia’s increas-
ingly aggressive stance,
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MODI LAUNCHES
PROJECTS WORTH
F9K CR IN AIZWAL

Sangzuala Hmar
letters@hindustantimes com

AIZAWL: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday laid the
foundation stones of develop-
ment projects worth over 9,000
crore in Mizoram, including the
Bairabi-Sairang railway line,
which integrates the northeast-
ern state with the country’s rail-
way network.

Modi inaugurated the Bairabi-
Sairang New Rail line, built at a
cost of 28,070 crore, connecting
Aizawl to the Indian Railways
network for the first time. The
PM launched multiple road pro-
jects, including the 45km Aizawl
Bypass Road, worth 500 crore.
He also laid the foundation stone
of 30 TMTPA (thousand metric
tons per annum) LPG Bottling
Plant at Mualkhang.

PM Modi said that his govern-
ment's approach is aimed at all-
round development and the
upliftment of the downtrodden.
“Those who were earlier
neglected at the forefront, those
marginalised are the main-
stream. For the past 11 years we
worked for the development of
the Northeast, now the region
has become the growth engine of
India,” he said. The event was
instead organised via video con-
ference from Lengpui Airport,
about 20km from Aizawl.




Times of India, Delhi, 14/09/2025
Page No: 19, Size: 34.40cm x 30.59cm

Levying 50% tariffs caused
a ‘rift with India’: Trump

Decision Wasn’t Easy Thing, Says Prez; Slams Russia Oil Deal

Washington: US President
Donald Trumpon Friday said
that imposing 50% tariffs on
India for buying Russian oil
was not “an easy thing to do”
and wasa “big deal”.

In an interview with Fox
News on Friday, Trump said
that his decision to put puni-
tive levies on New Delhi
caused a “rift with India”.

“India was their biggest
customer. I put a 50% tariff
on India because they’re bu-
ying oil from Russia. That’s
not an easy thing to do.
That’s abigdeal, and it caus-
es a rift with India,” Trump
added. His remarks on India
came in response to a ques-
tion on the likely action
against Russia for contin-
uing the conflict in Ukraine.

Trump also announced
that he will be hitting Russia
“very hard” with economic
measures, including tariffs.
“It’d be hitting very hard on
with sanctions to banks and
having to do with oil and tar-
iffs also,” Trump announced.

The Trump administra-

Last week, Trump announced that US had
resumed trade negotiations with India. He
also described Modi as a ‘very good friend’
and said he looks forward to speaking
with him ‘in the upcoming weeks’

tion is in discussions with
European leaders to impose
100% tariffs onIndia and Chi-
na. US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, in an emailed
statement to Reuters, said
that the EU should “join us
and impose meaningful tar-
iffs that will be rescinded the
day the war ends.”

Sergio Gor, President Do-
nald Trump’s nominee for
US Ambassador to India,
called New Delhia “strategic
partner” during his Senate
confirmation hearing on
Thursday and promised to
strengthen defence and eco-
nomic ties. On Russian oil,
Gor emphasised that per-
suading India to move away
from Russian oil was a “top
priority” for the Trump ad-

ministration. Gor also re-
vealed that India and the US
are close to a trade deal.
“We're actively negotiating
with the Indians right now.
In fact, the President has in-
vited their commerce and
trade ministers to visit us
next week, and he’ll be meet-
ing with Ambassador Greer
here in Washington. Part of
that will include a hopeful
deal. We’re not that far apart
on a deal right now. Indeed,
they are currently engaged
in detailed negotiations to fi-
nalise a deal, he stated.

Last week, Trump an-
nounced that his adminis-
tration had resumed trade
negotiations with India.

“T am pleased to an-
nounce that India and the

United States of Americaare
continuing negotiations to
address the trade barriers
between our two nations,” he
posted on Truth Social.
Trump also described PM
Narendra Modi as a “very
good friend” and said he looks
forward to speaking with him
“in the upcoming weeks”. Re-
acting to Trump’s remarks,
Modi posted on X, affirming
the strength of the India-US
relationship and expressing
confidence in the outcome of
the ongoing trade dialogue.
“India and the US are close
friends and natural partners.
I am confident that our trade
negotiations will pave the way
for unlocking the limitless po-
tential of the India-US part-
nership,” he wrote. 1ans
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MODI LAUNCHES
PROJECTS WORTH
F9K CR IN AIZWAL
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AIZAWL: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday laid the
foundation stones of develop-
ment projects worth over 9,000
crore in Mizoram, including the
Bairabi-Sairang railway line,
which integrates the northeast-
ern state with the country’s rail-
way network.

Modi inaugurated the Bairabi-
Sairang New Rail line, built at a
cost of 28,070 crore, connecting
Aizawl to the Indian Railways
network for the first time. The
PM launched multiple road pro-
jects, including the 45km Aizawl
Bypass Road, worth 500 crore.
He also laid the foundation stone
of 30 TMTPA (thousand metric
tons per annum) LPG Bottling
Plant at Mualkhang.

PM Modi said that his govern-
ment's approach is aimed at all-
round development and the
upliftment of the downtrodden.
“Those who were earlier
neglected at the forefront, those
marginalised are the main-
stream. For the past 11 years we
worked for the development of
the Northeast, now the region
has become the growth engine of
India,” he said. The event was
instead organised via video con-
ference from Lengpui Airport,
about 20km from Aizawl.
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US seeks (7 action against
Russian oil buyers to force
an end to Ukraine war

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI. SEPTEMBER 13

THEUShas asked G7 countries to
FAMP up Pressure on countries
buying Russianoil, toend thewar
in Ukraine, a joint statement re-
leased by the US Department of
the Treasury said on Friday. The
statermnent said the US has re-
ceived "commitments” from G7
countries to increase sanctions
pressure on Russian oil buyers.
China and India are the top buy-
ersof Russian oil,

“Onlywithaunified effortthat
cuts off the revenues funding
Putin's war machine at the source
will we beable to apply sufficient
economic pressure to end the
senseless killing” Scott Bessent,
USSecretary of the Treasury, and
Jamieson Greer, United States
Trade Representative, told the G7
Finance Ministers, according to
the joint statement.

The US call to intensify pres-
sure on India and China comes
weeks after Washington dramat-
ical lyraised tariffs onIndian goods
to 50 per cent — higher than
China, whichisfacing 30 percent
taniffs, orother competitors such
as Vietnam and Bangladesh,
which are facing tariffs of less than
20 percent — raising fears of job
losses in labour-intensive sectors
and complicating negotiations for
atradedeal

“Thanks to President Tnump's
bold leadership, the United States
has already taken dramatic action
against the purchasers of Russian
oil We areencouraged by the as-
surances of our fellow G7 nations
that they are committed to end-
ing this war, and we are hopeful
that they will jpinusin taking de-
cisive action at this citical ime,”

“Only with a unified
effortthatcutsoff
the revenues funding
Putin's war machine at
the source will we beable
to apply sufficient
economic pressure to end
the senseless killing"
—SCOTT BESSENT AND
JAMIESONGREER
USSECRETARYOF THE TREASURY
ANDUNITED STATES TRADE
REPRESENTATIVE, RESPECTIVELY,
TOLD THE G7 FINANCE MIMISTERS

Bessent and Greer said.

The G7 is an informal bloc of
countries, including the United
States, Canada, France, Germarny,
Italy, Japan, and the UK,

On Friday, US President
Donald Trump, in an interview
with FaxNews, stated that impos-
ingtanffs onlIndia for purchasing
Russian oil was not an easy deci-
sion, and that it has caused a rift
with New Delhi. “Look, Indiawas
their biggest austomer. [ puta 50
per cent taniff on India because
they're buying oil from Russia
That's not an easy thing to do.

File

That'sabigdeal, and it causes arift
with India. But I've already done
it. 've done a lot. And remember
this is a European problem much
morethan our problem,” he said,

However, India has main-
tained that it willcontinue to buy
Russian pil. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman earlier this
month said that economic and
commercial considerations drive
India's oil purchases.

The Finance Minister also said
that theimpact of 50 per cent tar-
ifls imposed on Indian goods by
the Trumpadministration would
beoffset toa certam extent by the
recently announced Goods and
Services Tax(GST)refarms, which
included simplification and re-
ductionof indirect tax rates on nu-
merousitems. The government is
also working on measures to
“handhold™ those hit by the high
US tariffs, Sitharaman said in an
interview with television news
channel CNN-News 18, India isthe
world's third-largest consumerof
crude and dependson imports to
meet around 88 per centofits re-
quirement Russian crude, which
usually comes at a discount, has
helped India save billions of dol-
lars' worth of foreign exchange
over the past three years.
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Levying 50% tariffs caused
a ‘rift with India’: Trump

Decision Wasn’t Easy Thing, Says Prez; Slams Russia Oil Deal

Washington: US President
Donald Trumpon Friday said
that imposing 50% tariffs on
India for buying Russian oil
was not “an easy thing to do”
and wasa “big deal”.

In an interview with Fox
News on Friday, Trump said
that his decision to put puni-
tive levies on New Delhi
caused a “rift with India”.

“India was their biggest
customer. I put a 50% tariff
on India because they’re bu-
ying oil from Russia. That’s
not an easy thing to do.
That’s abigdeal, and it caus-
es a rift with India,” Trump
added. His remarks on India
came in response to a ques-
tion on the likely action
against Russia for contin-
uing the conflict in Ukraine.

Trump also announced
that he will be hitting Russia
“very hard” with economic
measures, including tariffs.
“It’d be hitting very hard on
with sanctions to banks and
having to do with oil and tar-
iffs also,” Trump announced.

The Trump administra-

Last week, Trump announced that US had
resumed trade negotiations with India. He
also described Modi as a ‘very good friend’
and said he looks forward to speaking
with him ‘in the upcoming weeks’

tion is in discussions with
European leaders to impose
100% tariffs onIndia and Chi-
na. US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, in an emailed
statement to Reuters, said
that the EU should “join us
and impose meaningful tar-
iffs that will be rescinded the
day the war ends.”

Sergio Gor, President Do-
nald Trump’s nominee for
US Ambassador to India,
called New Delhia “strategic
partner” during his Senate
confirmation hearing on
Thursday and promised to
strengthen defence and eco-
nomic ties. On Russian oil,
Gor emphasised that per-
suading India to move away
from Russian oil was a “top
priority” for the Trump ad-

ministration. Gor also re-
vealed that India and the US
are close to a trade deal.
“We're actively negotiating
with the Indians right now.
In fact, the President has in-
vited their commerce and
trade ministers to visit us
next week, and he’ll be meet-
ing with Ambassador Greer
here in Washington. Part of
that will include a hopeful
deal. We’re not that far apart
on a deal right now. Indeed,
they are currently engaged
in detailed negotiations to fi-
nalise a deal, he stated.

Last week, Trump an-
nounced that his adminis-
tration had resumed trade
negotiations with India.

“T am pleased to an-
nounce that India and the

United States of Americaare
continuing negotiations to
address the trade barriers
between our two nations,” he
posted on Truth Social.
Trump also described PM
Narendra Modi as a “very
good friend” and said he looks
forward to speaking with him
“in the upcoming weeks”. Re-
acting to Trump’s remarks,
Modi posted on X, affirming
the strength of the India-US
relationship and expressing
confidence in the outcome of
the ongoing trade dialogue.
“India and the US are close
friends and natural partners.
I am confident that our trade
negotiations will pave the way
for unlocking the limitless po-
tential of the India-US part-
nership,” he wrote. 1ans
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MODI LAUNCHES
PROJECTS WORTH
F9K CR IN AIZWAL
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AIZAWL: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday laid the
foundation stones of develop-
ment projects worth over 9,000
crore in Mizoram, including the
Bairabi-Sairang railway line,
which integrates the northeast-
ern state with the country’s rail-
way network.

Modi inaugurated the Bairabi-
Sairang New Rail line, built at a
cost of 28,070 crore, connecting
Aizawl to the Indian Railways
network for the first time. The
PM launched multiple road pro-
jects, including the 45km Aizawl
Bypass Road, worth 500 crore.
He also laid the foundation stone
of 30 TMTPA (thousand metric
tons per annum) LPG Bottling
Plant at Mualkhang.

PM Modi said that his govern-
ment's approach is aimed at all-
round development and the
upliftment of the downtrodden.
“Those who were earlier
neglected at the forefront, those
marginalised are the main-
stream. For the past 11 years we
worked for the development of
the Northeast, now the region
has become the growth engine of
India,” he said. The event was
instead organised via video con-
ference from Lengpui Airport,
about 20km from Aizawl.
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