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By 2050, oil to replace coal as India’s key energy source: OPEC

Rlshl Ranjan Kala
Mew Dalhi

An expanding and aspira-
tional middle class, coupled
with a growing industrial and
commercial base, is likely to
alter the world’s third-
largest energy consumer’s
primary energy demand mix
in the next two-and-a-half
decades, with coal losing its
dominance to oil.

According to OPEC’s
World Oil Outlook 2025 re-
port, the share of coal in In-
dia’s primary energy de-
mand, which stood at 45.8
per cent in 2024, may shrink
to roughly one-third (29.6
per cent) in the next 25
years.

On the other hand, the
share of oil in India’s primary
energy demand is expected
to hit 31.1 per cent by 2050
from 25.6 per cent in the last
calendar year. OPEC also
projected that the share of

gas will more than double to
11.6 per cent from 5.6 per
cent.

The projections by the
world’s largest crude oil and
gas exporting syndicate as-
sumes importance as coal
has been the mainstay of In-
dia’s primary energy demand
for many decades. It is also
the cheapest source of en-
ergy, which has played a crit-
ical role in its dominance.

Together, oil and gas are
expected to account for 42.7
per cent of India’s primary
energy demand. This also in-
dicates that India’s crude oil
demand will peak around
2050. Demand for coal is
likely to peak in 2045.

ENERGY DEMAND
Overall, India’s energy de-
mand is expected to double
between 2024 and 2050,
reaching 43.6 million barrels
of oil equivalent per day
(mboe/d) in 2050.

With an increase of 21.6

Key contributors

{in %)
Fuel share Fuel share Growth per annum
2024 2050 2024-2050
Qil 25.1 11 35
Coal 45.8 29.6 1.0
Gas 5.6 11.6 5.6
Renewables 22.3 24.2 3.0
Nuclear 1.3 3.5 6.7

Source: OPEC World Oil Gutlook Report 2025

mboe/d, India is the single
largest contributor to energy
demand growth through
2050, which can mainlybe at-
tributed to  population
growth, an expanding middle
class and economic and in-
dustrial development, the re-
port said.

LARGEST INCREMENT

Demand for all fuels is expec-
ted to increase in India, said
the OPEC report, adding
that the largest increment is
expected for oil, with de-
mand rising from 5.5 mboe/d
in 2024 to 13.6 mboe/d in
2050, an increase of around 8

mboe/d. “This increase is
supported by higher demand
from the transportation and
industrial sectors (petro-
chemicals), and to a lesser
extent, from the residential
and commercial sector (LPG
for cooking).”

Besides, India’s natural
gas demand is set to increase
from 1.2 mboe/d in 2024 to
5.1 mboe/d in 2050, in line
with  favourable energy
policies related to natural
gas in the country.

“Efforts to decarbonise
power generation and foster
the growth of intermittent
renewables are the main

drivers of this growth in de-
mand. In addition, expected
demand growth from the
transportation sector is in
line with the rising share of
natural gas vehicles (NGVs)
present across the country’s
road transportation fleet,” it
explained.

Expanding gasification in
major consuming regions
supports consumption in the
residential and commercial
sectors and helps curtail tra-
ditional use of biomass for
cooking.

GAS PRODUCTION
Furthermore, the increase in
gas demand is in line with ef-
forts to enhance domestic
gas production in the me-
dium and long term.

However, this also indic-
ates that India will not be
able to enhance the share of
natural gas to 15 per cent of
the primary energy mix by
2030, as targeted by the gov-
ernment.
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CNG/LNG trucks ‘more practical
than e-vehicles’ that have low range

LONG ROAD TO E-SUCCESS. Logistics expert also point to limited charging infra, and high cost of e-trucks

—
S Ronendra Singh
New Delhi

The Centre’s recent an-
nouncement of incentivising
electric trucks (e-trucks) isa
misdirected effort that risks
derailing India’s net-zero
ambition, say transporters
and logistics experts.

They believe that while the
focus on e-trucks may be
well-intentioned, it ignores
the significant and immedi-
ate advantages of Com-
pressed Natural Gas (CNG)
and Liquified Natural Gas
(LNG) vehicles for long-haul
operations. The path for e-
trucks on intra- and inter-
State routes remains arduous
and ill-conceived, whereas
CNG/LNG offers a practical
and economically viable
alternative.

LESSER RANGE

The fundamental issue lies in
operational realities. SP
Singh, a Fellow at the Indian

Foundation of Transport Re-
search  and Training
(IFTRT), pointed out: “A
CNG fuelled-truck picks a
load in Delhi goes up to
Ahmedabad or another from
Hyderabad to Indore on a
National Permit. This is not
possible with any e-truck
right now because their max-
imum range in real condition
isaround 150 km.”

This crucial difference in

NOT ENOUGH SOP. The government’s modest incentive for a
mere 5,600 e-trucks across India, with a dedicated ¥100 crore for
only 1,100 e-trucks in Delhi, implicitly acknowledges the

infrastructure challenges

range renders e-trucks im-
practical for the vast majority
of commercial freight opera-
tions. Unlike the limited and
slow-to-develop e-charging
infrastructure, a nationwide
24/7 network of CNG filling
stations already spans 25
States/Union Territories, fa-
cilitating seamless long-haul
journeys.

Further, the industry is
actively gearing up to retail

LNG, promising ranges of
2,200-2,400 km on major na-
tional highways, a capability
far beyond e-trucks.

COST AND REFUELLING

Beyond range, cost and re-
fuelling efficiency decisively
favour CNG/LNG. A CNG
N2 truck, for instance, is
priced around %15 lakh. A
comparable e-truck, even
with the proposed %9.6-lakh
incentive under the PM E-
DRIVE Scheme, could cost a
staggering ¥58 lakh or more.

This leaves an enormous
price gap of approximately
%38.50 lakh, making e-trucks
a non-starter for heavy cat-
egories due to prohibitive
EMIs. Moreover, while fast-
charging an e-truck can take
around an hour, a CNG truck
can be refilled in three-five
minutes, drastically redu-
cing downtime and improv-
ing logistical efficiency.

The government’s modest
incentive for a mere 5,600 e-
trucks across India, with a
dedicated 100 crore for

only 1,100 e-trucks in Delhi,
implicitly acknowledges the
infrastructure  challenges.
This limited scope is, as
IFTRT’s Singh highlights,
“self-defeating”. Instead of
pouring resources into a nas-
cent and logistically challen-
ging e-truck sector for heavy
hauling, the Centre should
focus on leveraging proven
CNG/LNG technology.

Trucks in the 3.5- to 28-
tonne GVW categories (N2
and N3), which have reliably
operated on CNG for over 15
years, represent an immedi-
ate and effective pathway to
emission reduction.

To create a level playing
field and accelerate adoption,
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on the green trucks
and buses should be reduced
from 28 per cent to 18 per
cent. While truck manufac-
turers understandably wel-
come any incentive, their
positive reception to the e-
truck scheme should not
overshadow the glaring prac-
tical and economic realities.
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Crudefrom
Russia Hits
11-month
Highin June

Press Trust of india

New Delhi: India's import
of crude oil from Russia
rose to an 11-month high in
June as refiners topped up
tanks amid the Israel-Iran
war, analysts said.

India imported 2.08 million
barrels per day (bpd) of Rus-
sian crude in June, the high-
est since July 2024, accord-
ing to vessel tracking data
from global commodity mar-
ket analytics firm Kpler.

“While India's global im-
ports of crude oil dropped
by 6% in June, Russian vol-
umes saw an 8% month-on-
month rise to their highest
levels since July 2024,” Eu-
ropean think tank Centre
for Research on Energy and
Clean Air said. “More than

half of these im-

ports from Rus-

sia were made by

three refineries
in India, which also export
refined products to G7+
countries.”

India imports more than
85% of its requirement of
crude oil, which is turned
into fuels like petrol and
diesel in refineries. Tradi-
tionally, the Middle East
was the main source, but
Russia has been the main-
stay supplier for nearly
three years now.

After much of the West
shunned Russian crude fol-
lowing Moscow's invasion
of UKkraine in February
2022, Russia began offering
steep discounts to attract
buyers. Indian refiners
seized the opportunity,
turning Russia into India's
largest source of crude oil,
overtaking traditional sup-
pliers from West Asia.
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IBA seeks
10K per unit
subsidy for
household
biogas plants

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 13

INDIAN BIOGAS ASSOCIA-
TION has pitched fora scheme
to provide ¥ 10,000 perunit
subsidy for reviving 50 lakh
biogas units, which are ready
with basic infrastructure, say-
ing it can spur mass adoption
of the cleaner fuel,especiallyin
rural India.

Indian Biogas Association
(IBA) Chairman Gaurav Kedia
told PT1 that the overall gov-
ernment spend onthe scheme
would be 5,000 crore, which
could be recovered in two
years.

He stated that IBA has
called for the government to
lead a bold, forward-looking
attempt to support 50 lakh
biogas units across the coun-
try. Infrastructure for these
units is already in place and
incentives are needed to spur
mass adoption in rural India,
henoted.

“A focused, mission-driven
approach like Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan can deliver meaning-
ful results in this direction.
Most of these systems are
underutilized or idlebecause
of insufficient funding, main-
tenance,and long-term incen-
tives.

“It is high time we move
from potential to performance
and convert biogas into a real
household fuel of the future.
1BAcallsforapolicy revolution
to make biogas systems not
only accessiblebut rewarding,"
he said.

As under the Swachh

Bharat Mission (Gramin),
where the Government of
India provides a subsidy of
¥12,000 to eligible rural
households for constructing
individual household toilets
(IHHL),
a similar model could be con-
sidered forreviving small bio-
gas plants, assuming a revival
cost of approximately ¥
10,000 per unit,
he suggested. He informed
that the IBAwill propose tothe
government a one-time grant
of ¥ 10,000 per plant torestore
non-operative units to bring
dead assets to life, increase
clean energy production and
enhance thereturn on public
and private sector invest-
ments.

FINANCIAL EXPR @
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IBA seeks subsidy for household biogas plants

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W New Delhi

has pitched for a scheme to

provide ¥10,000 per unit
subsidy for reviving 50 lakh
biogas units, which are ready
with basic infrastructure, say-
ing it can spur mass adoption
of the cleaner fuel, especially
in rural India.

Indian Biogas Association
(IBA) Chairman Gaurav Kedia
told PTI that the overall
Government spend on the
scheme would be T 5,000 crore,
which could be recovered in
two years.

He stated that IBA has
called for the Government to
lead a bold, forward-looking
attempt to support 50 lakh
biogas units across the coun-
try. Infrastructure for these
units is already in place and
incentives are needed to spur
mass adoption in rural India,
he noted.

“A focused, mission-driven
approach like Swachh Bharat

Indian Biogas Association

Abhiyan can deliver meaning-
ful results in this direction.
Most of these systems are
underutilized or idle because
of insufficient funding, main-
tenance, and long-term
incentives. “It is high time we
move from potential to perfor-
mance and convert biogas into
a real household fuel of the
future. IBA calls for a policy
revolution to make biogas sys-

tems not only accessible but
rewarding,” he said.

As under the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Gramin), where the
Government of India provides
a subsidy of ¥12,000 to eligi-
ble rural households for con-
structing individual house-
hold toilets (IHHL), a similar
model could be considered for
reviving small biogas plants,
assuming a revival cost of

approximately 10,000 per
unit, he suggested. He
informed that the IBA will
propose to the Government a
one-time grant of 310,000 per
plant to restore non-operative
units to bring dead assets to
life, increase clean energy pro-
duction and enhance the
return on public and private
sector investments.

Given that rural Biogas

plants can substitute the sub-
sidized LPG cylinders being
provided to rural households
(12 cylinders per year at 3603
per cylinder under the
Ujjawala Yojana), Biogas can
replace free LPG cylinders
each year and could help save
around 33,618 crore per year
— if all these 50 lakhs biogas
plants become functional, he
pointed out. This provides
the assurance of continuous
cooking fuel, enhances user
confidence, and promotes
large-scale acceptance by min-
imising the perceived risk of
using biogas alone, he noted.

Kedia suggested that the
quarterly maintenance check-
ups should be implemented by
the Government on biogas
units to provide them with
long-term viability and
smooth operation.

As most breakdowns occur
due to minor, avoidable faults,
regular check-ups will make
plants operate at peak efficien-
cy and enhance user satisfac-
tion, he suggested.
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Import of Russian
crude rises in June

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, JULY 13

India’s import of crude oil
from Russia rose to an 11-
month high in June as
refiners prEd up their
tanks amid tensions in
West Asia, especially the
Israel-Iran conflict.

According to data from
Kpler, India imported 20.8
lakh barrels per day (bpd)
of Russian crude last
month, the highest since
July 2024.

India has purchased
over 80 per cent of Russ-
ia's seaborne Urals crude
exports so far in 2025, with
Reliance Industries and
Navara Energy account-
ing for 45 per cent of total
shipments, Kpler's latest
data showed.

"While India's global
imports of crude oil
dropped by 6 per cent in
June, Russian volumes
saw an & per cent month-
on-month rise to their
highest levels since July
2024, European think
tank Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air
(CREA) said, adding that
more than half of these
imports from Russia were
made by three refineries

@ INDIA HAS purchased
over 80% of Russia's
seaborne Urals crude
exports so far in 2025,
with RIL and Nayara
Energy accounting for
45% of total shipments.

in India.

Traditionally, the Middle
East was the main source,
but Russia has been the
mainstay supplier for
nearly three years now

In June, India imported
approximately 893 lakh
barrels per day (bpd) of
crude from Iraq — its sec-
ond-largest supplier —
marking a 17.2 per cent
month-on-month decline.

Saudi Arabia followed
with 5.81 lakh bpd, while
imports from UAE rose 6.5
per cent to 4.9 lakh bpd.

United States supplied
volumes of approximately
3.02 lakh bpd.
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Indialooks to bet big
on forcign drillers

S DINAKAR
New Delhi, 13 July

India, the biggest contributor to world de-
mand for oil, will bring into effect in two
weeks an overhaul of its drilling policy.

This comes after more than a year of
preparation and will boost the explora-
tion and development of India’s oil
and gassector along with increased
participation by foreign drillers, a
top government official close to the
developments told Business Standard.

Foreign drillers will be insured against
any fiscal-policy changes, the bugbear
that kept reputed overseas explorers like
Exxon, Shell, and Chevron from partici-
pating in the country’s first nine drilling
rounds, the official said.

It is India’s make or break oil explora-
tion policy to draw in foreign investors,
with the government laying out the red
carpet to oil majors, an industry official
said. Crude oil production by private
players declined by more than halfin FY25
as against a record 12 million tonnes in
FY14, according to the oil ministry data.

The drilling rules, which elaborate on
the recently amended Oilfields (Regula-
tion and Development) Act, 1948, and also
embrace renewable energy activities in oil
areas, were first announced in April in
draft form and then further changed this
month based on industry feedback, the of-
ficial said. He expects them to be written
into the government gazette by the end of
the month. These rules, which replace the
outdated Petroleum Concession Rules,

DATASHEET india’s crude oil & gas production

Crude oil (mt) = PSU Private Total

20112 103 359

2023-24 57 21.2

2024-25 56 26.4
Gas (billion cubic metres) = PSU Private

2011-12 216 415

Bou 1l 36.4

2024-25 141 36.1

Source: Petroleum ministry

1949, and Petroleum and Natural Gas
Rules, 1959, were timed to precede the
Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP)
Round X, India’s largest ever exploration
and production bidding round, but they
are still in time for drillers to place bids
based on them.

The official said that the main problem
for India’s petroleum sector, considering
thatits geology is less lucrative than that of
African and Latin American countries, was
the frequent changes in tax and incentive
policies. Until now, India has attracted bids
only from state-run explorers Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and Oil
India, apart from an odd bid or so from BP
and Reliance Industries in the country’s
ninth round. Chevron, Exxon, Shell and
Occidental, among others, stayed away.
Beginning next month, India’s biggest ever
drilling-rule changes will see bids from
these firms, the official said.

“We have spoken to all of them and

tailored the rules to their needs,” the offi-
cial said.

Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said: “It has never been easiet, faster
and more profitable to explore 0il & gasin
India.” “We look forward to constructive
engagement to shape a modem, investor-
friendly regime.”

The ministry did not say when the new
rules would enter the gazette.

“These developments boost policy
clarity and predictability and enhance in-
vestor confidence,” said Kapil Garg, ma-
naging director, Oilmax Energy & Asian
Energy Services, an oilfield services com-
pany. “The new exploration data-sharing
policy, which formalises licensing and
publicrelease of seismic and well data, will
boost fresh exploration interest and re-
duce risks, and may improve success rates
in underexplored basins.”

More on business-standard.com
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India’s import of crude oil from
Russia hits 11-month high in June

‘While India’s global imports of crude oil fell by 6% in June, Russian
volumes jumped 8% month-on-month to their highest since July 2024’

NEW DELHI: India’s import of
crude oil from Russia rose toan
11-month high in June as refin-
ers topped up tanks amid the
Israel-Iran war, analysts said.

India imported 2.08 million
barrels per day (bpd) of Rus-
sian crude in June, the highest
since July 2024, according to
vessel tracking data from global
commodity market analytics
firm Kpler.

“While Indias global
imports of crude oil dropped
by 6 per cent in June, Rus-
sian volumes saw an 8 per cent
month-on-month rise to their
highest levels since July 2024,
European think tank Centre for
Research on Energy and Clean
Air said.

“More than half of these
imports from Russia were made
by three refineries in India,
which also export refined prod-
ucts to G7+ countries.”

India imports more than
85 per cent of its requirement
of crude oil, which is turned
into fuels like petrol and die-
sel in refineries. Traditionally,
the Middle East was the main
source, but Russia has been the
mainstay supplier for nearly
three years now.

After much of the West
shunned Russian crude fol-
lowing Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022,

The US remained India’s fifth-largest
crude supplier, with import volumes of
approximately 3,03,000 bpd and a 6.3
per cent market share, according to Kpler

these imports from
Russia were made

by three refineries

in India, which also
export refined products
to G7+ countries’

» Traditionally, Middle
East was main source,
but Russia has been the
mainstay supplier for
nearly three years now

» Iraq accounted for
18.5% of India’s oil
imports, followed by
Saudi Arabia at 12.1%
and the UAE at 10.2%

Russia began offering steep
discounts to attract alternative
buyers. Indian refiners seized
the opportunity, turning Russia,
once a marginal supplier, into
India’s largest source of crude
oil, overtaking traditional sup-
pliers from West Asia. Russia
now accounts for as much as 40
per cent of India’s oil imports.
In June, India imported
approximately 8,93,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd) of crude
from Iraq - its second-larg-
est supplier - marking a 17.2
per cent month-on-month

decline. Saudi Arabia followed
with 5,81,000 bpd (largely
unchanged from May), while
imports from the UAE rose 6.5
per cent to 4,90,000 bpd.

Iraq accounted for 18.5 per
cent of India’s oil imports, fol-
lowed by Saudi Arabia at 12.1
per cent and the UAE at 10.2
per cent. The US remained
Indias fifth-largest crude sup-
plier, with import volumes of
approximately 3,03,000 bpd
and a 6.3 per cent market share,
according to Kpler.

CREA said China bought

47 per cent of Russia’s crude
exports in June, followed by
India (38 per cent), the EU (6
per cent), and Turkiye (6 per
cent).

“In June, India remained
the second-largest purchaser
of Russian fossil fuels, import-
ing fossil fuels worth 4.5 billion
euro. Crude oil accounted for
80 per cent (3.6 billion euro) of
these imports,” it said.

Separately, S&P Global
Commodity Insights India’s
crude oil inflows from the US
surged more than 50 per cent

in the first half of 2025 com-
pared to H1 2024, while flows
from Brazil rose 80 per cent
over the same period, signalling
a growingaffinity of its refiners
for non-OPEC crudes as New
Delhilooks to widen its source
of supplies.

According to data from
S&P Global Commodities at
Sea, India imported 2,71,000
bpd of crude oil from the US in
the year’s first half, up around
51 per cent from 1,80,000 bpd
imported in the same period
in 2024.

Indian refiners have been
used to relatively large volumes
of US crude in the past, but vol-
umes had slowed down over the
past two to three years when
India turned to Russian crude.

India’s appetite for US crude
is again showing signs of revival
amid renewed diplomacy with
the new US government.

Crude inflows from Brazil
posted the sharpest growth in
the six-month period, rising
about 80 per cent year-over-
year to 73,000 bpd from nearly
41,000 bpd.

Russia retained the posi-
tion as India’s top crude sup-
plier in January-June, with
shipments of 1.67 million bpd,
up marginally from 1.66 million
bpd in the same period a year
earlier. PTl
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India’s Russian oil
imports hit 11-month

high in June

in million barrels.
2 08 India’s crude oil
® imports in June were
the highest since July 2024, according to
Kpler. “More than half of these imports
from Russia were made by three refineries
in India, which also export refined

products to GT+ countries.” e
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India’s Russian oil buy hits

11-month hi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

from Russia rose to an 11-

month high in June as refin-
ers topped up tanks amid the
Israel-Iran war, analysts said.

India imported 2.08 million
barrels per day (bpd) of Russian
crude in June, the highest since
July 2024, according to vessel
tracking data from global com-
modity market analytics firm

ler.

“While India’s global imports
of crude oil dropped by 6 per
cent in June, Russian volumes
saw an 8 per cent month-on-
month rise to their highest lev-
els since July 2024,” European
think tank Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air said.

“More than half of these
imports from Russia were
made by three refineries in
India, which also export refined
products to G7+ countries”
India imports more than 85 per

India’s import of crude oil

Iraq accounted for
18.5 per cent of
India’s oil imports,
followed by Saudi
Arabia at 12.1 per
cent and the UAE at
10.2 per cent

cent of its requirement of crude
oil, which is turned into fuels
like petrol and diesel in refiner-
ies. Traditionally, the Middle
East was the main source, but
Russia has been the mainstay
supplier for nearly three years
now.

After much of the West
shunned Russian crude follow-
ing Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022,
Russia began offering steep
discounts to attract alternative
buyers. Indian refiners seized
the opportunity, turning Russia,
once a marginal supplier, into
India’s largest source of crude

gh in Ju

ne

oil, overtaking traditional sup-
pliers from West Asia. Russia
now accounts for as much as 40
per cent of India’s oil imports.

In June, India imported
approximately 8,93,000 barrels
per day (bpd) of crude from Iraq
— its second-largest supplier —
marking a 17.2 per cent month-
on-month decline. Saudi Arabia
followed with 5,81,000 bpd
(largely unchan§ed from May),
while imports from the UAE
rose 6.5 per cent to 4,90,000 bpd.

Iraq accounted for 18.5 Ipcr
cent of India’s oil imports, fol-
lowed by Saudi Arabia at 12.1
per cent and the UAE at 10.2 per
cent. The US remained India’s
fifth-largest crude supplier, with
import volumes of approxi-
mately 3,03,000 bpd and a 6.3
per cent market share, accord-
ing to Kpler.

CREA said China bought 47
per cent of Russias crude exports
in June, followed by India (38
per cent), the EU (6 per cent),
and Turkiye (6 per cent).
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India’s Russian oil buy hits
11-month high in June

INDIA'S IMPORT OF crude oil
from Russia rose to an 11-
month high inJune as refiners
topped up tanks amid the
Israel-Iran war, analysts said.
India imported 2.08 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) of
Russian crude in June, the
highest since July 2024,
according to vessel tracking
data from global commodity
market analytics firm Kpler.
“While India’s global
imports of crude oil dropped
by 6 % in June, Russian vol-
umes sawan 8 % month-on-
monthrisetotheirhighestlev-

els since July 2024,” European
think tank Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air said.
“More than half of these
imports from Russia were
made by three refineries in
India, which also export

refined productsto G7+ coun-
tries.”

India imports more than
85% of its requirement of
crude oil, which is turned into
fuels like petrol and diesel in
refineries. Traditionally, the
Middle East was the main
source, but Russia hasbeenthe
mainstay supplier for nearly
three years now.Aftermuch of
the West shunned Russian
crude following Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022, Russia began offer-
ing steep discounts to attract
alternative buyers. PTI
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India’s Russian oil buy surges in June

India imported 2.08 million barrels per day

of Russian crude in June. BLOOMBERG

rose to an l1-month high in June as

refiners topped up tanks amid the
Israel-Iran war, analysts said.

India imported 2.08 million barrels
per day (bpd) of Russian crude in June,
the highest since July 2024, according to

I ndia’s import of crude oil from Russia

vessel tracking data from global
commodity market analytics firm Kpler.

“While India’s global imports of crude
oildropped by 6% in June, Russian
volumes saw an 8% month-on-month
rise to their highest levels since July
2024,” European think tank Centre for
Research on Energy and Clean Air said.

“More than half of these imports from
Russia were made by three refineries in
India, which also export refined products
to G7+ countries.” India imports more
than 85% of its requirement of crude oil,
which is turned into fuels like petrol and
diesel in refineries. Traditionally, the
Middle East was the main source, but
Russia has been the mainstay supplier
for nearly three years now.

After much of the West shunned
Russian crude following Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022,
Russia began offering steep discounts to
attract alternative buyers. PTI
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Massive fire on crude oil freight train
near Chennai: Train services disrupted

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 13 JULY

Afreight train carrying crude
oil caught fire, which was
so massive that the thick
plumes from the towering
inferno engulfed the locality
around Egatturin Tiruvallur
district, about 40 km from
Chennai, causing panic and
evacuation of residents on
Sunday morning.

No casualties have been
reported sofarin the mishap,
which occurred when the
oil tanker train, transporting
crude from Ennoreto Jolar-
pettai, was passing through
the Tiruvallur-Egattur section
at around 5 am. The area
was covered under a thick
blanket ofsmoke. According

toinitial reports, the derail -
ment of two wagons had
triggered the massive fire.
However, Southem Railways
said thataninvestigationis
underway to ascertain the
cause.

On information, 10 fire
tenders rushed to the spot
and were engaged in putting
out the fire. Four coaches
were engulfed in fire, with
the flames spreading to other
wagons. Five coaches have
been detached from the
train, and theareahasbeen
cordoned off. District Col-
lectorM Prathap, who arrived
shortly at the site, instructed
authorities to evacuate to
safetytheresidents in nearby
localities. A team of the
National Disaster Response

Among the trains that have been terminated
between Arakkonam and Katpadi include Man-
galore Mail, Nilgiri Express, Coimbatore Interci-
ty, and Thiruvananthapuram Mail

Force (NDRF) from Vellore
joined the relief and rescue
operations.

Following the mishap,
train services were disrupted
in the Chennai-Arakkonam
sector, inconveniencing
thousands of passengers
bound for Bengaluru, Coim-
batore, Mangaluru, Thiru-
vananthapuram, and other
places on that route. Sub-
urban trains were also par-
tially cancelled and piled
up to Avadi.

Among the trains that

have been terminated
between Arakkonam and
Katpadi include Mangalore
Mail, Nilgiri Express, Coim-
batore Intercity, and Thiru-
vananthapuram Mail.
Further, eight outbound
expresstrains from Chennai,
including Mysuru Shatabdi,
Coimbatore Kovai Express,
Tirupati Sapthagiri Express,
and Bengaluru Double Deck-
er Express, have been can-
celled. Four other trains
have been redirected via
Gudur and Renigunta.
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Petrol pump operated by jall
iInmates launched in Karnal

KARNAL, JULY 13
In a major step in prisoner
rehabilitation, a new petrol
pump run by jail inmates
has been started in Karnal
city under the supervision
of the Haryana Prisons
Department.

Director General of Prisons
Mohammad Akil conducted
an inspection of the Indian
Oil fuel station on Sunday,
reviewing the services and
facilities being provided.

During the visit, he also
interacted with the inmates
working at the site. Super-
intendent of District Jail
Lakhbir Singh and Jail
DSP Vivek  Sangwan
accompanied him during
the inspection and briefed
him about the facilities.

DG AKkil said that the first-
such fuel station, operated

by jail inmates, was
launched in Kurukshetra
and is running successfully.
Inspired by its success, sim-
flar petrol pumps are now
being operated in Ambala,
Yamunanagar, Hisar,
Sonepat and now Karnal.
Plans are underway to
expand this initiative to
Faridabad, Nuh, Sirsa, Jind,
Narnaul and Bhiwani,

He said that apart from
providing petrol and diesel,
this station would soon pro-
vide CNG. The revenue
generated from these sta-
tions goes directly to the
state treasury. Akil empha-
sised that there is no short-
age of government funding
when it comes to improving
jail infrastructure or inmate
welfare, including food and
basic amenities. — TNS
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