Asian Age, Delhi, 14/12/2025
Page No: 4, Size: 19.10cm x 25.32cm

® Ban on all construction, demolition activities in Delhi-NCR
B CNG, LNG, electric, BS-6 diesel trucks only to enter capital

Stringent curbs kick in as
Delhi air turns poisonous

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 13

The Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM) on Saturday
invoked the strictest meas-
ures under its air pollu-
tion control plan GRAP-IV,
including a ban on all con-
struction and demolition
activities in Delhi-NCR
after pollution levels rose
sharply amid
unfavourable meteorologi-
cal conditions.

The sub-committee had
earlier in the day decided
to invoke stagell of the
Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) across the
entire NCR with immedi-
ate effect as air quality
continued to worsen.

However, noting further
deterioration in pollution
level since morning, the
sub-committee called an
urgent meeting at 6.30 pm
to review the worsening
situation and weather fore-
casts by the IMD and ITTM.

It observed that Delhi’s
Air Quality Index (AQI),
which stood at 401 at 10 am
in the “severe" category,
continued to rise steadily
due to very low wind
speed, a stable atmosphere
and unfavourable weather
conditions that prevented
dispersion of pollutants.

The AQI climbed to 431
at 4 pm, 436 at 5 pm, 441 at
6 pm and 448 at 7 pm, the
panel said. It said these
conditions, along with
calm winds and mist or
haze during the night, are
likely to persist, further
trapping pollutants over
the region. This is in addi-
tion to the actions under
stages I, [T and 111 of GRAP
already in force in NCR,

» SCHOOLS ARE
required to run classes
ina h%bri‘d mode (online
and physical) not only
for primary students, but
also for higher classes (6
to 9 and 11) in Delhi and
the most-affected NCR
districts

the statement added.

Stage-1V of GRAP brings
the strictest restrictions
in Delhi-NCR. Under this
stage, the entry of trucks
into Delhi is stopped,
except those carrying
essential commodities or
providing essential servic-
es, However, CNG, LNG,
electric and BS-VI diesel
trucks are allowed.

The plying of Delhi-reg-
istered diesel heavy goods
vehicles (BS-IV and below)
is banned, again with
exceptions only for essen.
tial services. All construe-
tion and demolition activi-
ties are banned, including
even linear public projects
such as highways, roads,
flyovers, power transmis-
sion lines, pipelines and
telecom works, which are
otherwise allowed in
lower stages.

Schools are required to
run classes in a hybrid
modde (online and physical)
not only for primary stu-
dents, but also for higher
classes (6 to 9 and 11) in
Delhi and the most affected
NCR districts, with students
given the option to attend
online where feasible,

Under Stage IV, state gov-
ernments are asked to con-
sider additional emergency
steps, such as closing edu-
cational institutions, shut-
ting non-essential commer-
cial activities, etc.
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People take a stroll amid low visibility as smog engulfs

Kartavya Path in New Delhi on Saturday. - PTI
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= The Indian Army marked a significant leap towards sustainable defence
logistics with the Flag-In Ceremony of BS Biodiesel supply held at India
Gate on December 8 in the presence of Lt Gen Pushpendra Singh, AVSM,
SM, Vice Chief of Army Staff, and Shubhankar Sen, Director (Mkig), BPCL.
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