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Ample fuel stocks available: OMCs

I
Rishi Ranjan Kala
Mew Delhi

As the India-Pakistan con-
flict seems to stretchinto the
second week, state-run Oil
Marketing Companies
(OMCs) said on Friday there
is no shortage of petrol,
diesel and liquefied petro-
leum gas in the country.

India consumes more than
5 million barrels per day
(mb/d) of fuel and around 30
million tonnes LPG
annually.

Indian Oil Corporation
said it has “ample fuel
stocks” spread across the
country with supply lines
performing efficiently.

“There is no need for pain
buying. Fueland LPG is read-
ily available at all outlets,”
said the country’s largest
auto fuel and LPG marketer.

IndianOil operates more
than 37,500 fuel stations
across India and delivers
over 26 lakh IPG cylinders
daily. “Help us serve you bet-
ter by staying calm and
avoiding unnecessary rush.
This will keep our supply

lines running seamlessly ad
ensure uninterrupted fuel
access for all,” it added.

Bharat Petroleum Corpor-
ation Ltd. (BPCL), which op-
erates over 23,500 fuel sta-
tions and more than 6,200
LPG distributorships, as-
sured all citizens that suffi-
cient petrol, diesel, CNGand
LPG are available across its
vast nationwide network.

All BPCL fuel stations and
LPG distributorships are op-
erating smoothly and are
fully equipped to meet the
energy needs of consumers,
the OMC said.

“There is no cause for con-
cern or panic buying. Our
supply chain operations re-
main robust and efficient,

IN PANIC MODE. Commuters at a petrol pump in Srinagar #n

ensuring uninterrupted sup-
plies. We urge all customers
to remain calm. BPCL re-
mains steadfast in its com-
mitment to energy accessib-
ility and reliability,” it added.
Hindustan  Petroleum
Corporation (HPCL) said it
has sufficient fuel and LPG
stocks across the country
and the supply chain is oper-
ating seamlessly. It has over
24,700 fuel stations and
more than 6,300 LPG dis-
tributors. “There is abso-
lutely no need for panic buy-
ing. Fueland LPG are readily
available at all HPCL outlets.
Let’s stay calm and avoid un-
necessary rush to ensure un-
interrupted  service for
everyone,” it added.
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Energy assets in focus as
India bolsters security

Key oil, natural gas infra located along west coast in Gujaratand Maharashtra

SDINAKAR
Amritsar, 9 May

critical energy assets in its western

states, industry officials said. The ini-
tiatives have included building military
bases; providing air cover at Jamnagar,
home to one of the world’s biggest refin-
ery complexes, and offering central
reserve police forces to guard refineries
and chemical plants.

India has a string of key oil and natural
gas assets along the west coast in Gujarat
and Maharashtra, which supply over half
of the country’s crude oil needs, account
for 47 per cent of total crude processed,
facilitate 55 per cent of crude oil imports,
and provide for total oil product exports.
India imports around 88 per cent of its
crude oil needs.

Indian Oil, the country’s biggest refin-
er, said that there were ample fuel stocks
across the country and supply lines were
operating smoothly. “There is no need for
panic buying — fuel and LPG is readily
available at all our outlets.” Bharat
Petroleum also said in a statement that
all fuel stations and LPG distributorships
in its nationwide network were operating
smoothly and were fully equipped to
meet the energy needs of consumers.

India imported more than half of its 5
million barrels per day in crude oil sup-
plies in May through ports in Gujarat,
according to shipping data as of today
from Paris-based market intelligence
agency Kpler. Sikka and Vadinar termi-
nals, which account for nearly half of
India’s crude oil imports, are located at
least 400 km from Karachi port in
Pakistan, industry officials said. Reliance
and Nayara Energy use Sikka and
Vadinar, respectively, for crude oil
imports. Indian Oil and Bharat Petroleum
have offshore mooring facilities in the
same area for crude oil imports.

There are five key refineries led by
Reliance Industries and Rosneft-owned
Nayara Energy that supply India’s high-
demand northern and western markets
with fuels: Together, they processed 126.5
million tonnes of crude in FY25, equiva-
lent to 47 per cent of the crude processed
during the period, according to oil min-
istry data. Reliance processed 65.2 million
tonnes of crude last in FY25, followed by

India has over the years fortified

ENERGY BASKET

Key oil and gas assets across west coast

Facility Type Operator  Capacity State
(in mtpa)
Jamnagar Refinery Reliance  68.2 I Gujarat
Vadinar Refinery Nayara 20 N Gujarat
Koyali Refinery 10C 13.70 Gujarat
Mumbai Refinery BPCL 12 B Maharashtra
Mumbai Refinery HPCL 9.5 N Maharashtra
Barmer*  Refinery HPCL 9 B Rajasthan
Dahej LNG terminal Petronet 17.5 [l Gujarat
Hazira LNG terminal Shell 5.2 1 Gujarat
Chhara LNG terminal  HPCL 5 1 Gujarat
Mundra LNG terminal GSPC 5 1 Gujarat

Note: * To be commissioned, mtpa: milliontonne perannum

Nayara at 20.5 million tonnes.

Hindustan Petroleum’s Barmer refin-
ery-cum-chemical complex, which has
an installed capacity of 9 million tonnes
of crude ayear, is also close to the western
land border with Pakistan, but it will be
commissioned in phases from this year.

To put things in context, India con-
sumed 239 million tonnes of fuels in FY25
and exported 64.7 million tonnes of prod-
ucts. Reliance also accounts for a large
majority of the country’s $44 billion in
oil product exports from the Jamnagar
facility.

India needs refineries to supply the
army with diesel for its trucks and jet fuel
to the Indian Air Force. Industry officials
said that the refineries carry adequate
inventories, and have also ensured ade-
quate stocks of diesel and jet fuel at mili-
tary bases.

“Indian refineries are geared up to pro-
duce fuels for defence purposes, and pro-

Source: 0il ministry

duction orientation will be towards diesel
and jet fuel,” said R Ramachandran, a
Mumbai-based oil industry consultant
and former director, refineries, BPCL.
They will maximise output of diesel and
jet fuel. Inventories will be maximised so
access to the army is available.

Gujarat is also the biggest supplier of
natural gas to Indian consumers via LNG
imports. Of the 48 million tonnes a year
of total LNG import capacity, around 28
million tonnes or nearly 60 per centis in
Gujarat, according to oil ministry data.
These plants are also responsible for most
of India’s LNG imports.

A vast expanse of water separates the
Jamnagar and Vadinar facilities from the
nearest Pakistani port of Karachi.

But New Delhi has naval infrastruc-
ture and warships on the waters off the
western coasts of Gujarat and
Maharashtra to protect the shipping
lanes, industry officials said.
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Odisha eyes ¥1.2L-cr petchem
projects to reduce imports

RAKESH SHARMA, &
RAJESH KUMAR S5INGH
May 9

ODISHA IS EXPECTING a 1.2
lakh ciore(51 4.1 billion) invest-
ment over the next 10 years to
build a petrochemical hubnear
the Bay of Bengal, according to
aseniorgovernmentofficial
Indian Oil, the country's
largest refiner by capacity, will
invest half of the amount ina
naphtha aacker facility, which
will help develop a new down-
stream market for secondary

products such as agrochemi-
cals and pharmaceuticals, said
Hemant Sharma, additional
chief secretary of the state’s
industries department.

The industrial hubwill help
India curb imports of petro-
chemicals and elevate Odisha
as a new industrial power-
house, he said.

The mineral-rich state is
counting on ademand surge
forchemicals and the country’s
push for self-dependence.
Global trade tensions present
an opportunity for India to
draw manufacturing invest-
ment,and Odisha is courting
businesses through a raft of
incentives,Sharma said.

These include land avail-

ability near the port, cheaper
electricity, capital investment
subsidy and adequate water
supply, he added.

Indian Oil signed an initial
pact last month to set up a
dual-feed cracker and associ-
ated downstream units for the
production of phenol and
polyethylene in Paradip, where
it already operates an oil refin-
ery with a 300,000 barrels a
daycapadty.The companysaid
it would invest about $61,000
crorein the project.

—BLOOMBERG
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Fuel Retailers
Advise Against
Panic Buying

OurBureau

New Delhi: State-run Indian Oil
Corporation and Bharat Petrole-
um Corporation (BPCL) on Fri-
day advised fuel consumers aga-
inst panic buying after many pet-
rol pumps in border districts saw
long vehicle queues, assuring
them of sufficient supply across
the country:

“IndianOil has ample fuel
stocks across the country and our
supply lines are operating smo-
othly. There is no need for panic
buying—fueland LPG arereadily
available at all our outlets,” Indi-
a’s largest fossil fuel retailer said
inapostonsocialme-

dia. The company’s
statement followed
reports of consu-

mers rushing to
stock uponfuel, food and otheres-
sentials in border areas, especial-
ly in Punjab and Jammu. Several
areas along the Pakistan border
experienced blackouts and drone
incursions on Thursday night,
triggering panic among resi-
dents. Images of long queues at
petrol pumps circulated widely
onsocial media on Friday.

“Help us serve you better by sta-
ying calm and avoiding unneces-
sary rush. This will keep our
supply lines running seamlessly
and ensure uninterrupted fuel
access for all,” Indian Oil said.

BPCL also assured citizens that
sufficient supplies of petrol, die-
sel, CNG and LPG were available.
“There is no cause for concern or
panic buying. Our supply chain
operations remain robust and ef-
ficient, ensuring uninterrupted
supplies,” the company said.
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MSRTC’s GREEN TURN
WITH HYBRID BUSES

Maharashtra State Road Transport Corporation
(MSRTC) will procure 25,000 new buses over the
next five years, state transport minister
Pratap Sarnaik said on Friday.
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