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Talcher revival taking shape as
banks weigh 10,000 cr loan

FROM PAGE1

The project dates back to
1971 when the Fertilizer Cor-
poration set up the Talcher
unit in Odisha to produce urea.
While production started nine
years later, the plant could not
sustain operations and was
declared ‘sick’ in 1992.

The governmentstarted the
revival efforts in 2011 and
ropedinthe state-run compa-
nies to start a joint venture in
2015,

The revival effortsare ongo-
ing and the project should
start operations in two years
from now, according to the
second person quoted earlier.
The fresh loan assessment also
faced delaysasmany banks did
not want to go ahead unless
India’s largest lender SBI
started its project due dili-
gence.

“Many public sector banks
said they want to wait for the
project note prepared by SBI,
instead of conducting their
own assessments,” said the
first person.

Besides SBI, other lenders
to the project include Punjab
National Bank, Indian Bank,

Indian Overseas Bank, Bank of
India, Union Bank of India,
according to data from rating
firmIcra Ltd.

Thedelaysinsettingupthe
project left analysts worried,
leading torating downgrades.
InFebruary, Icra downgraded
ratings on Talcher Fertilizers’s
19,560 crore loans by one
notch to BBB+, from A-, while
revising the outlook to nega-
tive,on account of “significant
delays” in the construction of
the plant.

“Thescheduled commercial
date of operation has now
been shifted by almost three

Facilities that use coal instead of natural gas as fuel are
strategically important as coal prices are not volatile.

T,

REUTERS

years to June 2027.

Besidesthedelays in project
execution, there have been
significant cost overruns of
about 13,800 crore owing to
anincrease in commodity pri-
ces, depreciation ofthe rupee
and the changes in scope,” it
said.

Ieraalso flagged that geopo-
litical issues could also upend
plans as the project is being
built by a Chinese company.
According to a government
statement, the company
awarded a tender to Wuhuan
Engineering Co. in 2019 to
build the project.
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CSR Spend Trebles in a Decade,
Edu & Health Get Lion’s Share

Overall spend hits record 234,909 cr in 2023-24; animal welfare sees highest rise of 310%

Banikinkar Pattanayak

New Delhi: India Inc’s spending
under its corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR) obligations more than
tripled in the decade till 2023-24 but
the expenditure remained heavily
skewed in favour of two sectors,
education and healthcare, a trend
that became more pronounced inre-
cent years, according to the latest
corporate affairs ministry data.

While the overall CSR spending
hitarecord34,909 crore in 2023-24,
education and healthcare together
accounted for more than 55% of
the expenditure, up from 44% a de-
cade before. In 2014-15, the CSR
spending totalled 10,066 crore.

The share of these two sectors in-
creased to 48-56% between 2019-20
and 2023-24 from 44-50% in the pre-
viousfive years.

Companies have about 30 broad
development sectors to choose
fromfortheir CSR activities. While
many companies are trying to di-
versify their CSR spending, educa-
tion and healthcare are gaining
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mainlyatthecostof thetraditional
segments, accordingto the data.

Between 2019-20 and 2023-24, there
was a decline in the average share
of spending on rural development
projects, eradicating poverty,
hunger and malnutrition, Swachh
Bharat Kosh, sanitation, safe drin-
king water, agroforestry, slum area
development, socio-economic equ-
alities and setting up homes and
hostels for women from the levels
inthe previous five years.
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EDUCATION WIDENS LEAD

Education accounted for a record
35% of the CSR expenditure in
2023-24, widening its lead over he-
altheare (20%), thanks to the wa-
ning Covid-19 and other public he-
alth-related threats.

CSR spending on healthcare had
exceeded that on education in only
two years—2020-21 and 2021-22—in
the wake of the pandemic.

Corporate India has raised its
CSR spending on certain non-tra-

ditional segments at a much faster
rate in recent years than earlier,
showedan ET analysisof the mini-
stry’sdata.

Between 2019-20 and 2023-24, the
combined spending onanimal wel-
fare saw the highest increase of
310% to %1,331 crore, followed by
246% on senior citizens’ welfare
(%503 crore), 150% on conservation
of natural resources (1,536 crore),
144% on art and culture (32,840 cro-
re), 137% on livelihood enhance-
ment projects (6,961 crore), 137%
on vocational skills (25,556 crore)
and 111% on training to promote
sports (32,094 crore).

The overall CSR spending from
2019-20 to 2023-24 shot up almost
89% from the previous five yearsto
Zl.441akh crore.

According to rules, companies
withanetworthof atleast¥500cro-
reorannual turnover of morethan
Z1,000 crore or net profit of more
than %5 crore arerequired to spend
annually atleast 2% of their avera-
ge net profit made in the previous
three financial years on stipulated
social initiatives.
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Demand for
hydrogen to
Increase at
3% CAGRUtill
2032: Report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 8

INDIA'S HYDROGEN
DEMAND is expected torise at
a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 3% to 8.8 mil-
lion tonne per annum (MTFA)
by 2032, according to a report
released by India Energy Stor-
age Alliance(IESA) on Tuesday.

The report, unveiled on
the first day of the India
Energy Storage Week 2025
here, said that despite
announcements of green
hydrogen projects of aver 9
MTPA capacity, few projects
in India have reached the
final investment decision or
secured long-term offtake
agreements from domestic or
international markets.

In the baseline scenario,
with 30% of the announced
green hydrogen (GH2 }capacity
commissioned within 10
years, electrolytic bio-H2 (bio
hydrogen) supply can meet
approximately 3 1% of domes-
ticdemandin 2033,

The report further high-
lighted that out of 9.2 MTPA
GH2 project announcements,
4 states account for 82% pro-
jects — Odisha (38%), Gujarat
(26%), Karnataka (12 %), and
Andhra Pradesh [6%). About
7 2% of the announced pro-
jects aretargeting GH2 use for
ammonia production,whereas
20% have notannounced end-
use applications.

FINANCIAL EXPR @
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Regulator plans gas
exchange revamp;
CBGtrade in offing

ARUNIMA BHARADWAJ
New Delhi, July 8

INAMAJOR push to modernise
India’s natural gas market, the
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board (PNGRB) has
outlined reforms to transform
the Indian Gas Exchangeinto a
global regional gas exchange
witharobust,liquid,and diver-
sified trading platform aligned
with global benchmarks.

In its action plan for 2025-
26,theregulatorhas proposed
introducing new products like
compressed biogas (CBG) and
innovative contract structures.

Earlier, the Indian Gas
Exchange has said thatit aims
tointroducea CBG certificates
scheme to support the imple-
mentation of the CBG blend-
ing obligation by the govern-
ment. Furthermore, to
enhance the commercial via-
bility of existing CNG/LCNG
(liguefied to compressed nat-
ural gas) stations, PNGRB will
soonallow compressed natural
gas (CNG) stations toco-retail
petrol and diesel."To optimise
the use of space and enhance
the commercial viability of
existing CNG/LCNGstations,it
is envisaged to enable co-
retailing of motor spirit (MS)
and high speed diesel (HSD)at
these locations” it said.

The regulatoris also plan-
ning to set up a petroleum
products exchange to provide
a transparent, e fficient, and
regulated environment forthe
trading of petroleum products,

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READTO LEAD

KEY TARGETS

® Reforming tanff fixation
methodology that paces
premium onself-reporting
and rewards cost cutting
over tariffapproval

m Gradually migrating to
‘One Mation, One Tariff' to
eliminate tariff differential

between different

regions ofthe country
®m Stimulating . ® Connecting
large-scale industrial
demand for clusters
piped natural togas
gas (PNG) networks

facilitating fair and transpar-
ent pricing, supply-demand
balance, and market competi-
tiveness. PNGREisalso keenon
promoting pipeline-based
transportation of petroleum
products on a common carrier
model while identifying high-
volume product movement
corridors and engaging with
oil marketing companies, pri-
vate sector, refineries, to iden-
tify anchor demand. PNGRB
plans a unified tariff regime
including gradually migrating
to"one nation, one tarift” for
consumers to eliminate tariff
differential between different
regions of the country.

Wed, @9 July 2025
https://epaper.finar
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India aims to import 10% of cooking gas from US starting 2026: Sources

—
Reuters
New Delhi

India plans to source about
10 per cent of its cooking gas
imports from the US begin-
ning in 2026 as part of a
broader effort to boost en-
ergy purchases to narrow its
trade gap with Washington,
four industry sources famil-
iar with the matter said.

The world’s third biggest
oil importer and consumer
relies heavily on West Asian
producers of liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG), with more
than 90 per cent of its
roughly 20.5 million metric
tonnes of imports in 2024
coming from the region.

LPG is a mix of propane
and butane used for cooking
fuel, and is mainly imported

by state retailers Indian Oil
Corp, Bharat Petroleum
Corp and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corp and sold at a sub-
sidised price to households.

India had rarely bought
US LPG in the past due to
higher freight costs, but state
retailers began buying US
LPG in May after China im-
posed retaliatory import tar-
iffs on US propane.

India plans to eliminate
import tax on US propane
and butane used for making
LPG, sources previously told
Reuters.

$500 B TARGET

India has pledged to increase
US energy purchases by $10
billion to $25 billion in the
near future and the two na-
tions in February agreed to
target $500 billion in bilat-

HOW IT WORKS. LPG is mainly imported by state retailers
Indian Qil Corp, Bharat Petroleum Corp and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp and sold at a subsidised price to households #n

eral trade by 2030. India’s
import of US oil has more
than doubled this year, data
obtained from  sources
showed.

“We are looking to the US
as a reliable alternative
source of both crude and
LPG. We need to diversify
our sources of LPG,” said

one of the sources who de-
clined to be named because
he was not authorised to
speak to media.

REFINING CAPACITY
India has been diversifying
its crude oil suppliers to re-
duce geopolitical risks and
support its growing refining
capacity. However, its LPG
suppliers remain concen-
trated in the Middle East,
typically purchased on a
free-on-board (FOB) basis.
Chinese import tariffs on
US propane, currently at 10
per cent, have opened up ar-
bitrage opportunities for In-
dian buyers, further in-
centivising a shift toward US
cargoes, a second source
said. “We would prefer to im-
port from the US on a de-
livered basis to mitigate

freight risks — similar to
how we already buy US
crude,” he said.

Indian state refiners are
seeing annual LPG demand
growth of about 5 per cent to
6 per cent, with total imports
projected to rise to 22 mil-
lion tonnes to 23 million
tonnes by 2026, two of the
sources said.

India’s oil ministry and
the three state fuel retailers
did not immediately respond
to requests for comment.

Pricing will be key to de-
termining the exact volume
of US LPG imports, a third
industry source said.

The International Energy
Agency expects India’s LPG
demand to grow at an aver-
age of 2.5 per cent between
2024 and 2030, reaching 1.2
million barrels per day.



—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri, who is on an official trip
to Norway, held a roundtable
discussion with energy firms,
including  Equinor, on
Monday as India aims to ex-
ploit its oil and gas resources
in the deep waters.

As India plans to explore
over 2.5 lakh sq km in Open
Acreage Licensing Policy
(OALP) Round 10 in one of
the largest offshore explora-
tion bidding rounds globally,
itistrying to develop a full ex-
ploration and production
(E&P) deepwater technology
ecosystem in India, he said on
Xlate on Monday.

“In a roundtable with rep-
resentatives of Offshore En-

i

IN A HUDDLE. Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas
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Hardeep Singh Puri during a roundtable with representatives of
the Offshore Energy Cluster in Bergen on Monday an

ergy Cluster in Bergen, Nor-
way, we held invigorating
discussions on technologies,
including well services, sub-
sea operations, testing, main-
tenance operations, drilling
tools, drilling submersible
rigs, well completion ser-
vices, high pressure high tem-
perature wells, drillships,

[and] monitoring technolo-
gies covering the entire
gamut of hydrocarbons ex-
ploration, particularly deep
sea exploration by the Nor-
wegian energy profession-
als,” he added.
Representatives from
TechnipFMC, Reach Subsea,
DNV Group, Odfjell Drilling,

CCB Subsea, Shearwater, In-
novasjon Norge and NOR-
WEP, along with representat-
ives from Equinor India,
participated in the meeting,
which was also attended by
Jostein Dahl Karlsen, repres-
enting the Norwegian For-
eign and Energy Ministries,
the Minister stated.

FOCUS AREAS
Puri also visited the CCB En-
ergy Blue Hydrogen Plant, a
first-of-its-kind commercial
blue hydrogen facility located
inKollsnes as part of CCB En-
ergy Park in @ygarden, Nor-
way. “It was interesting to see
the world’s first commercial
plant which produces blue
hydrogen with integrated car-
bon capture and subsea stor-
age,” he added.

This strategically posi-

In Norway, Puri seeks offshore tech for deep-sea oil, hydrogen tie-up

tioned plant is a joint initiat-
ive between CCB Energy (a
part of CCB Energy Holding
and H2 Production) and ZEG
Power, leveraging propriet-
ary “ZEG-H.” reforming
technology with built-in CO:
capture.

The captured carbon is
transported to the adjacent
Northern Lights facility for
storage and processing. The
pilot plant produces around 1
ton of hydrogen per day while
capturing nearly all associ-
ated CO2, Puri explained.

CO: TERMINAL VISIT

The Minister also visited the
Northern Lights CO: Ter-
minal in Bergen, which is the
largest carbon storage pro-
ject funded by the Norwegian
government and partnered
by Equinor, Shell and Total

Energies. This unique project
can store up to 100 million
tonnes of carbon dioxide. It
has an open and flexible infra-
structure to transport CO:z
from capture sites by shiptoa
receiving terminal in western
Norway for intermediate
storage, before being trans-
ported by pipeline for safe
and permanent storage in a
reservoir 110 km away from
shore and 2,600 m under the
seabed.

“We are reviewing this, and
similar projects, to upgrade
and expand India’s energy
capabilities. Norway’s ex-
pertise in deepwater explora-
tion, seismic oil surveys, off-
shore wind and carbon
capture and storage (CCS)
technologies aligns well with
India’s ambitious energy
transition agenda,” Puri said.



State retailers import LPG and
sell it at a subsidized price to
households. MINT

‘India may
import 10%
of cooking
gas from US
from 2026’

R
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10% of its cooking gas

imports from the US begin-
ning in 2026 as part of a
broader effort to boost energy
purchases to narrow its trade
gap with Washington, four
industry refining sources
familiarwith the matter said.

Theworld'sthird biggest il
importerandconsumer relies
heavily on West Asian produc-
ersofliquefied petroleum gas
(LPG), with more than 90% of
its roughly 20.5 million tonnes
of imports in 2024 coming
from the region.

LPG is mainly imported by
state retailers Indian Oil Corp.,
Bharat Petroleum Corp. and
Hindustan Petroleum Corp.
and sold at a subsidized price
to households.

India rarely bought Ameri-
can LPG in the past due to
higher freight, but state retail-
ers began buying US LPG in
May after China imposed
retaliatory import tariffson US
propane.

India plans to eliminate
import taxon US propane and
butane used for making LPG,
sources previously told Reu-
ters.

India has pledged to
increase US energy purchases
by $10 billion to $25 billion in
the near future and the two
nations in February agreed to
target $500 billion in bilateral
trade by 2030.

India’s import of US oil has
more than doubled this year,
data obtained from sources
showed.

“Wearelooking to the US as
areliable alternative source of
both crude and LPG. We need
to diversify our sources of
LPG,” said one of the sources
who declined to be named
because he wasnot authorized
tospeak to media.

Pricingwill be key to deter-
mining the exact volume of US
LPG imports, another source
said.

The International Energy
Agency expects India’s LPG
demand to grow atan average
of 2.5% between 2024 and
2030, reaching 1.2 millionbar-
rels per day, or roughly 37.7
million tonnes.

I ndia plans to source about
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‘India’s hydrogen demand likely to rise at 3%
CAGR to 8.8 mn tonne per annum by 2032’

NEW DELHI: Indias hydrogen
demand is expected to rise at a
compound annual growth rate
of 3 per cent to 8.8 million tonne
per annum by 2032, a report
released by India Energy Stor-
age Alliance on Tuesday said.

The report unveiled on the
first day of India Energy Stor-
age Week here said that despite
announcements of green hydro-
gen projects of over 9 MTPA
capacity, few in India have
reached the Final Investment
Decision (FID) or secured
long-term offtake agreements
from domestic or international
markets.

In the baseline scenario, with
30 per cent of the announced
green hydrogen (GH2) capacity
commissioned within ten years,

electrolytic ¢ bio-H2 (bio hydro-
gen) supply can meet approxi-
mately 31 per cent of domestic
demand in 2032.

The report further high-
lighted that out of 9.2 MTPA
GH2 project announcements,
4 states account for 82 per cent
projects: Odisha (38 per cent),
Gujarat (26 per cent), Karnataka
(12 per cent), Andhra Pradesh
(6 per cent). About 72 per cent
of the announced projects are
targeting GH2 use for ammo-

nia production, whereas 20 per
cent have not announced end
use applications.

Debmalya Sen, President,
IESA said “This gathering will
pave the way for India’s transi-
tion to a resilient energy system,
ensuring we meet our growing
energy demands while keeping
our target of production capac-
ity of 5 MTPA of green hydro-
gen by 2030 in sight” Vinayak
Walimbe, Managing Director,
Customized Energy Solutions,
stated, despite various policy
interventions and government
initiatives to promote the green
hydrogen mission, several chal-
lenges remain in addressing the
urgent issue of decarbonization.

For consumers who obtain
hydrogen - representing about

6 per cent of the total hydro-
gen market - the landed cost
of hydrogen is even greater due
to storage and transportation
expenses. Additionally, open-
access electricity regulations
often restrict the renewable
energy offset for commercial
and industrial consumers,
which could reduce the capac-
ity utilization of electrolyzers.
As per the report, estimated
Levelized Cost of Hydrogen in
the base case is two to four times
higher than the production cost
of fossil fuel-based hydrogen.
In a highly optimistic scenario,
the estimate is 1.5 to 2.5 times
higher, which is very close to
the recent first price discovery
of green hydrogen in India, it
stated. MPOST
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Hardeep Puri meets BW LPG CEO
in Oslo to strengthen energy ties

OSLO: Indias Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister, Hard-
eep Singh Puri, held a high-
level meeting on Tuesday with
Kristian Sorensen, CEO of BW
LPG, the worlds largest owner
and operator of Liquefied Petro-
leum Gas (LPG) vessels.

The meeting took place in
the Norwegian capital, Oslo,
where both sides explored ave-
nues to deepen cooperation
between BW LPG and Indian
energy companies. BW LPG, a
global shipping giant, operates
a fleet of Very Large Gas Car-
riers (VLGCs) with a total car-
rying capacity of over 4 million
cubic metres. The firm currently
accounts for around 20 per cent
of India’s LPG imports.

“Discussions focused on
further strengthening the

already significant partnership
between BW LPG and Indias
energy sector,” said Minister
Puri, highlighting the strate-
gic importance of ensuring
energy security and efficient
logistics for India’s growing
LPG demand.

India, one of the world’s
largest consumers of LPG, is
working to enhance its import

infrastructure and supply chain
resilience.

Strengthening ties with key
global players like BW LPG is
central to that strategy. The
meeting underscores India’s
continued engagement with
global energy firms to secure
long-term, reliable and sus-
tainable fuel supplies for its
citizens. MPOST
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India likely to source 10% of LPG

imports from US by 2026: Sources

NEW DELHI: India plans to
procure around 10 per cent

of its liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) imports from the
United States starting in 2026,
as part of efforts to expand
energy trade with Washington
and address the trade imbal-
ance between the two nations,
according to four industry
sources with direct knowledge
of the plans.

Currently, more than 90 per
cent of India’s estimated 20.5
million metric tonnes of LPG
imports in 2024 come from the
Middle East. LPG, a mixture of
propane and butane, is mainly
used as cooking fuel and is
imported by state-run compa-
nies Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum Cor-
poration (BPCL), and Hindu-
stan Petroleum Corporation

» Over 90 per cent of India's current LPG
imports come from the Middle East

» State-run firms IOC, BPCL, and HPCL handle
most LPG imports and household distribution

» India is considering scrapping import duties
on US propane and butane

» Annual LPG demand is rising 5-6 per cent;
imports may reach 23 million tonnes by 2026

(HPCL). These companies dis-
tribute it at subsidised rates to
households across the country.

“Traditionally, our LPG
imports have come from Gulf
countries, but we are now
exploring the US as a depend-
abi: option,” said one source
who declined to be named

due to lack of authorisation to
speak to the media. “Diversify-
ing supply sources is a critical
part of our strategy”

India had previously
avoided large-scale LPG
imports from the US due to
high shipping costs. However,
that began to change in May

when state refiners started pur-
chasing US LPG, after China
imposed a 10 per cent retalia-
tory tariff on American pro-
pane, making those supplies
more appealing to other buyers.

One of the sources noted,
“Chinese tariffs have opened a
window of  Continued on P4
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India likely

opportunity for Indian buyers.
US cargoes are now economically
viable” To encourage this shift,
New Delhi is considering remov-
ing import duties on US-origin
propane and butane used for pro-
ducing LPG, a move that could
make American shipments more
competitive.

India has pledged to raise its
energy purchases from the US by
$10 billion, aiming to reach a total
of $25 billion in the near future. In
February, both countries agreed to
pursue a target of $500 billion in
bilateral trade by 2030.

The volume of US crude
imported by India has already
more than doubled this year,
according to data shared by the
sources.

India typically buys LPG from
the Middle East on a free-on-
board basis, which leaves the buyer
responsible for shipping. “We
would prefer to receive US LPG on
a delivered basis, similar to how we
buy American crude oil,” a second
source said.

Two of the sources estimated
that India’s LPG imports could
grow to 22-23 million tonnes by
2026, with demand rising at 50 6
per cent annually.

The Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas and the three state
fuel companies did not respond to
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requests for comment.

The International Energy
Agency projects India’s LPG
demand to grow at an average rate
of 2.5 per cent annually through
2030, reaching 1.2 million barrels
per day, or approximately 37.7 mil-
lion tonnes. AGENCIES
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Massive PNG expansion project
in Delhi, says Kapil Mishra

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B NEW DELHI

elhi Government is
working speedily on
the massive expansion

project to provide Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) to resi-
dents of the Capital with the
aim of promoting safe, afford-
able and environment-friend-
ly energy, Minister for
Development Kapil Mishra
said here on Tuesday.

He made this assertion after
chairing a high-level meeting
with senior officials of
Indraprastha Gas Limited
(IGL) to review the planning
and implementation of PNG
infrastructure across the
Karawal Nagar constituency
with the objective of ensuring
clean and efficient energy
access to every household.

During the discussions,
Mishra directed the concerned
officials to ensure that the
pipeline laying work is carried
out on a priority basis. The
Minister said, “This project
should be implemented with-
out delay. If there are any land-
related issues, they must be
addressed with the help of
RWAs so that residents can

Minister for Development Kapil Mishra

take benefit from this essential
facility as soon as possible”
The Minister informed that
the Government has taken a
firm decision to extend PNG
supply to every household in
the Karawal Nagar constituen-
cy. Under this initiative,
pipeline laying work in
Sadatpur K, L, M and N
blocks, as well as Sadatpur
Extension B Block is expect-
ed to commence shortly while
in Dayalpur C Block the PNG
lines have already been laid
and are ready for activation.
In the coming months,
PNG infrastructure will be
extended to several areas with-
in the constituency including

Sonia Vihar and Sonia Vihar
Extension, Sabhapur, Khajoori
Khas, Biharipur, Sherpur,
Tukhmipur, various blocks of
Sadatpur (A to F), Milan
Garden, Dayalpur E and F
Blocks, Shri Ram Colony,
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Colony,
Mukand Vihar, West Karawal
Nagar, Ankur Enclave, West
Kamal Vihar and Chand Bagh.
After the meeting, Mishra
stated that the initiative is in
line with the Delhi
Government’s broader com-
mitment to infrastructure
strengthening and sustainable
urban development, ensuring
last-mile delivery of essential
services to every citizen.
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Expansionof PNG network across Karawal
Nagar Delhigovt’s priority, says Minister

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI, 8 JULY

Chairing Cabinet DelhiMin-
ister for Development Kapil
Mishra chaired a high-level
meeting heldhere on Tuesday
to assess the planning and
implementation of piped nat-
uralgas (PNG) infrastructure
across the Karawal Nagar
constituency.

During the meeting, which
wasaimed atensuring clean
and efficient energy access
to every household of the
city, Mishra directed con-
cemed officials to ensure that
the pipeline laying work is
carried outonpriority. “This
project should be implement-
edwithout delay. If thereare
anyland-relatedissues, they
must be addressed with the
help of RWAs so that residents
can take benefit from this

The pipeline laying
work in Sadatpur K, L,
M, and N blocks, as well
as Sadatpur Extension
B Block is expected to
commence shortly

essential facility as soon as
possible,” said the cabinet
minister.

Statingthat the govemment
has taken a firm decision to
extend PNG supply to every
household in the Karawal
Nagar constituency, he said
the pipeline laying work in
Sadatpur K, L, M, and N
blocks, as well as Sadatpur
Extension BBlock is expected
to commence shortly while
in DayalpurC Blockthe PNG
lines have already been laid
and are ready for activation.

“In the next few months,

the PNG infrastructure will
be extended to several areas
withinthe constituencyindud-
ing Sonia Vihar and Sonia
Vihar Extension, Sabhapur,
Khajoori Khas, Biharipur,
Sherpur, Tukhmirpur, various
blocks of Sadatpur (A to F),
Milan Garden, Dayalpur E
and FBlocks, Shri Ram Colony,
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Colony,
Mukand Vihar, West Karawal
Nagar, Ankur Enclave, West
Kamal Vihar and Chand Bagh,”
the minister said.

Adding that the massive
expansion is aimed at pro-
moting safe, affordable and
environment-friendly energy
for all residents oftheregion,
he stated that the initiative
is in line with the Delhi gov-
ernment'’s broader commit-
ment to infrastructure
strengthening and sustain-
ability.
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CAQM defers fuel ban on ELVs
in Delhi-NCR to November 1

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 8 JULY

The Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) on
Tuesdaydeferred the imple-
mentation of the fuel ban for
end-of-life vehicles (ELVs) in
Delhito November 1, aligning
it with enforcement in five
otherdistricts of the National
Capital Region (NCR),accord-
ingio an official order issued
by the agency.

Inlight of the technological
challenges faced by the Delhi
Govemment, particularly in
the rollout of the Automatic
Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) system, CAQMamend-
ed Direction No. 89, which
mandates fuel stations to deny
fuel to ELVs.

The restriction will now
be enforced simultaneously
across Delhi and five high
vehicle density (HVD) districts
inthe NCR: Gurugram, Farid -
abad, Ghaziabad, Gautam
Budh Nagar, and Sonipat.

The agency stated thatthe

|

B}
revised imelinewould provide
the Delhi Government with
additional time to address
technical gaps and ensure
uniform implementation of
the fuel ban across theregion.
Earlier, amid publicback-
lash over thedenial of fuelto
ELVs at petrol pumps across
Delhi, Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsaon Fri-
day urged CAQM to put its
April 23 directive on hold.
The directive mandates fuel
stationsto deny fuelto ELVs.
In his official letter to
CAQM, Sirsaraised concerns
over thereadiness ofthe ANPR

systems installed at fuel sta-
tions. He dted technicalglitch-
es, improper camera place-
ment, non-functional sensors
and speakers, and a lack of
integration with databases
fromneighbouring NCR states.

The Delhi Government
had earlier announced its
intention to approach the
Supreme Court to seek a
review of the ban on end-of-
iife vehicies, defined as diesel
vehicles older than 10 years
and petrol vehiclesolder than
15 years, arguing that scrap-
page decisions should be
based on actual emissions
rather than vehicle age.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Guptaon Sunday reaffirmed
her government's plan to
move the Supreme Court to
seek relief from the ban on
refuelling ELVsinthe capital,
citing enforcement challenges.
The government argued that
Delhishould follow the same
standards and regulations for
ELVs as applied across the
rest of the country.
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Hydrogen demand to grow at 3%

New Delhi, July 8: India’s
hydrogen demand is
expected to rise at a com-
pound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 3 per cent to 8.8
MTPA by 2032, a report
released by India Energy
Storage Alllance (IESA)
on Tuesday said.

The report unveiled said
that dgspne ag;rlﬁunce-
ments n n
projects nﬁﬁer g MTPA
capacity, few in India have
reached final investment
decision or secured long-
term offtake a ents,

In the baseline scenario,

with 30 per cent of the
announced green hydro-

gen (GH2) capacity com-
missioned within ten
vears, electrolyvtic ¢ bio-H2
{bio hydrogen) sullgphr can
meet 31 per cent of domes-
tic demand in 2032,

The report further high-
lighted that out of 9.2 mil-
lion tonne per annum
(MTPA) GH2 project
announcements, 4 states
account for 82 per cent
projects: Odisha (38 per
cent), Gujarat (26 per
cent), Karnataka (12 per
cent), Andhra Pradesh (6
per cent). About 72 per
cent of the announced
projects are targeting GH2
use for ammonia produc-

tion, whereas 20 per cent
have not announced end
use applications.

Debmalya Sen, presi-
dent, IESA said "This
gathering will pave way
for India’s transition to a
resilient energy system,
ensuring we meet our
growing energy dem-ands
while Keeping our target
of production capa-city of
5 MTPA of green hydro-
gen by 2030 in sight.”

It is estimated levelized
cost of hyvdrogen in base
case is two to four times
higher than production
cost of fossil fuel-based
hydrogen. — PTI
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‘India plans to import 10% of
cooking gas from US in 2026’

New Delhi, July 8 India
plans to source about 10%
of its cooking gas imports
from the US, beginning in
2026, as part of a broader
effort to boost energy pur-
chases to narrow its trade
gap with Washington.
four industry refining
sources familiar with the
matter said,

The world's third biggest
oil importer and con-
sumer relies heavily on
Middle Eastern producers
of liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG), with more than
90% of its roughly 205
million metric tons of
imports in 2024 coming
from the region.

LPG is a mix of propane
and butane used for cook-
ing fuel, and is mainly
imported by state retail-
ers Indian 0il Corp
(IOC.NS), Bharat

Petroleum Corp (BP-
CL.N5) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp (HP-
CL.N5), and sold at a sub-
sidised rate to households.

India had rarely bought
US LPG in the past due to
higher freight costs, but
state retailers began buy-
ing US LPG in May after
China imposed retaliatory
import tariffs on US
propane.

India plans to eliminate
import tax on US propane
and butane, used for mak-
ing LPG, sources said.

India has pledged to
Inerease US energy pur-
chases by $10 billion to $25
hillion in the near future,
and the two nations in
February agreed to target
2500 billlon in bilateral
trade by 2030.

India’s import of US oil
has more than doubled

this year, data obtained
from sources showed.

“We are looking to the US
as a reliable alternative
source of both crude and
LPG. We need to diversify
our sources of LPG.” one
of the sources, who
declined to be named, said.

India has been diversify-
ing its crude oil suppliers
to  reduce geopolitical
risks and support its

‘owing refining capacity.

owever, its LPG suppli-
ers remain concentrated
in the Middle East, typi-
cally purchased on a free-
on-board (FOB) basis.

Chinese import tariffs on
U.S. propane, currently at
10%. have opened up arbi-
trage opportunities for
Indian buyers, further
incentivising a  shift
toward US cargoes, a sec-
ond source said. — Reuters
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