TIMES OF INDIA, Delhi, 5.6.2025
Page No. 9, Size:(8.97)cms X (2.83)cms.

‘NCR govts must ensure only clean vehicles are inducted’

New Delhi: The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) has
directed NCR govts to ensure that only CNG and electric three-wheeler
autorickshaws are additionally inducted into the existing fleet of vehicles.
CAQM stated that all motor vehicle aggregators, delivery service
providers and e-commerce entities must comply with the directive. TN
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Court Rulings Cloud
India-US Trade Talks

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India is weighing
the uncertainties created by US
court rulings before finding
pathways which are good for
the country, officials said.

Several US court rulings have
suggested that some of Presi-
dent Trump’s policies under
challenge may fall short of legal
requirements. But they are still
notfinal rulings on the issue.

New Delhi 1s looking for a ba-
lanced and a mutually benefici-
al trade agreement with the US
but what it gets as compared to
other countries will determine
what is ultimately finalised in
the deal.

“What we get as compared to
other countries, will determine
what we ultimately finalise In
the deal,” said an official.

The US still retains the autho-
rity to impose additional tariffs
using other legal provisions

such as Sections 301,128, and 228.
Teams of both countries will
start the next round of discus-
sions this week 1n New Delhi
on the proposed bilateral tra-

de agreement,
On the possibility of the agre-
ement on an in-

il terim trade de-
New Delhi al before July 9,
mayincrease the official said
imports of there were a lot
shale gas, of uncertainti-
LNGand es at present be-
crude oil cause of the US
from the US plan to further

increase tariffs
on steel and a stay on a court or-
der against the US authorities’
decisions on tariffs.

“Exports are increasing. The-
reareseveralthings we can buy
from the US, for example shale
gas, LNG, and crude oil. The
more diversified our sources,
the greater the benefit for us.
Prices are also low in the US,”
said the official.
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From 1 Nov 2026, only buses running on electricity,
BS-VI diesel or CNG will be allowed into Delhi.  wr

Delhito letin only
clean-fuel buses

he Commission for Air Quality Management
T (CAQM) on Wednesday issued new

directions that tighten emission norms for a
wide range of vehicles entering Delhi, a city that
suffers from high levels of air pollution.

According to the World Air Quality Report
2024, published in March by IQAir, a Swiss air
quality technology company, 13 of the world’s
top 20 most polluted cities are in India, with
Byrnihat in Assam topping the list, followed by
Delhi.

From | November 2026, only buses running
on BS-Vldiesel, compressed natural gas (CNG)
orelectricity will be allowed into Delhi under
service regimes such as contract carriage, school
or institutional permits, and All India Tourist
Permits, as per a government notification issued
by the ministry of environment, forest and
climate change.

The mandate will alsoapply to tourist buses and
fleet vehicles operated by app-based cab
companies and e-commerce companies. The
enforcement for these entities will begin earlier—
from 1 January 2026. The directions, however, will
notapply tovehiclesregistered in Delhi.

DHIRENDRA KUMAR & SWARNALI MUKHERJEE
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Govt keeps tabs on US tariff
concessions to other nations

Also Watches Legal Dispute, Keen To Get Best Deal For Cos

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: As an American
team touches down in the Ca-
pitalfor negotiating the propo-
sed bilateral trade agreement,
govt is keeping close tabs on
thelegal dispute over Trump’s
tariffs and the concessions be-
ing offered by the US admini-
stration to other countries, gi-
ven that the talks are focusing
on how both countries can get
better market access.

The Trump administra-
tion is seeking to use the 10%
baseline tariffs and the su-
spended reciprocal tariffs
(26% in India’s case) to negoti-
ate trade deals. The court set-
back, which was stayed a day
later; has injected fresh uncer-
tainty, and govt iskeen to ensu-
re that it manages to extract
the best deal for Indian compa-
nies. “What we get compared
to other countries...that we
willultimatelyfinalise inthe
deal.” agovt official said.

BALANCING ACT?

India is looking to
increase import of shale
gas, LNG and crude oil
from US to diversify
import basket

Prices of
these
items are
lower in US

‘.

This is expected to help
bridge the trade gap of over
$40 billion in India’s favour, a

major grudge with Trump

India challenges US at WTO on auto tariffs

I ndia has formally challenged the US on higher auto tariffs by
raising the matter with the WTO, signallinga hardening of the
South Asian nation’s stance on trade talks even as the two
countries race to clinch aninterim deal before July. New Delhi
informed the WTO that the 25% US tariffs on imports of
passenger vehicles and light trucks, along with certain auto
components are “safeguard measures” — trade restrictions —
and affectits exporters, according to a notification. India has
sought “consultation” with Washington on the tariffs. The move
on auto tariffs comes amid the US doubling levies on steel and
aluminium and coincides with the visitof aUS trade teamin New
Delhito advance the discussions. Separately, India has
threatened retaliatory duties onsome US goods inresponse to
Washington’s duties on steel and aluminium sLoomsera

At the same time India is
conscious of the strategic ti-
es with the US and is looking
to step up import of shale
gas, LNG, and crude oil from
America to diversify its im-
port basket, as prices of the-
se items are lower in the US,
anofficialsaid. Thisisexpec-
ted to help bridge the trade
gap of over $40 billion in In-

dia’s favour, a major grudge
with Trump, who has been
doling out various numbers
tojustify his tariffs actions.
How the US administra-
tion works out the trade deal
will also determine govt’s fu-
ture course of action onreta-
liating against some of the
tariff hikes introduced by
Trump, suchasthose onsteel

and aluminium products.

“Exports are increa-
sing... there are several
things we can buy from the
US... For example shale gas,
LNG, crude oil. The more di-
versified our sources, the
greater the benefit for us.
Prices are also low in the
US," the official, who did not
wish to benamed, said.
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India can hike imports of crude,
shale gas, LNG from US: Official

‘A lot of uncertainties are there at present because of developments
like Trump administration’s plan to further increase tariffs on steel’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India’s exports
to the US are rising, and it can
increase imports of products
like shale gas, LNG, and crude
oil from America to diversify
its import basket, as prices of
these items are lower in the US,
an official said.

Teams of both countries
will start next round of talks
this week here on the proposed
bilateral trade agreement.

Though India is looking for
abalanced and a mutually ben-
eficial trade agreement with the
US, “what we get as compared
to other countries, will deter-
mine what we ultimately final-
ise in the deal,’ the official said.

Asked if some kind of
interim trade deal can be agreed
upon before July 9, the official
said a lot of uncertainties are
there at present because of
developments like the Trump
administration’s plan to further
increase tariffs on steel and a
stay on a court order against
the US authorities decisions
on tariffs.

But within the constraints

Though India is looking for a balanced &
a mutually beneficial trade agreement
with the US, ‘what we get as compared
to other countries, will determine what we
ultimately finalise in the deal’

Key Points

» ‘Within the constraints of
uncertainties, India has
to find pathways which
are good for country,’
an offkial said

» ‘Exports are increasing...
there are several things
we can buy from the
US... For example shale
gas, LNG, crude oil,’ the
official said

» ‘The more diversified our
sources, the greater the
benefit for us. Prices are
also low in the US,’ the
official, who did not wish
to be named, said

of uncertainties, India has to
find pathways which are good
for the country, the official said.

“Exports are increasing...
there are several things we can
buy from the US... For example
shale gas, LNG, crude oil. The
more diversified our sources,
the greater the benefit for us.

Prices are also low in the US)”
the official, who did not wish to
be named, said.

The official added that the
US is a major trading partner
of India, with a significant trade
surplus in India’s favour. More-
over, a large number of jobs are
linked to exports to the US.

India has already reserved
its right to impose retaliatory
tariffs against US duties on
steel and aluminium. It has also
sought consultations under the
WTO norms on US tariffs on
auto components.

Asked if India is consider-
ing to take similar measures in

more products, the official said
India will protect its interests.

“We will see what is good
for India... accordingly we will
take decisions,” the official said,
adding, “Today lot of uncertain-
ties are there... because of that
court order... we will discuss
how to address these issues...
lot of uncertainties are there”.

In February, US President
Donald ] Trump and Prime
Minister of India Narendra
Modi announced plans to nego-
tiate the first tranche or phase of
amutually beneficial, multi-sec-
tor Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) by fall (September-Octo-
ber) of 2025.

Itis aimed at more than dou-
bling the bilateral trade to $500
billion by 2030 from the current
level of $191 billion.

The US remained India’s
largest trading partner for the
fourth consecutive year in 2024-
25, with bilateral trade valued
at $131.84 billion. The US
accounts for about 18 per cent
of India’s total goods exports,
6.22 per cent in imports, and
10.73 per cent in the country’s
total merchandise trade.
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No diesel, petrol
delivery fleets in
NCR from 2026

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a major push towards
clean mobility, the Com-
mission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) an-
nounced on Wednesday
that from January 1 next
year, no new diesel or pe-
trol vehicles can be added
to the fleets of e-commerce
companies and vehicle ag-
gregators operating in the
Delhi-NCR region.

This mandate applies
across the spectrum of
four-wheelers, three-
wheelers, and two-wheel-
ers. From the beginning of
2026, only electric or com-
pressed natural gas (CNG)
vehicles will be allowed to
be newly inducted into
commercial delivery and
mobility fleets.

So far, the directive is li-
mited to Delhi-NCR. Ho-
wever, the CAQM has
urged the governments of
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
and Rajasthan to “formu-
late comprehensive poli-
cies encompassing motor
vehicle aggregators, deliv-
ery service providers and
e-commerce entities for
the entire NCR, prioriti-
sing Gurugram, Faridabad,
Sonipat, Noida, Greater
Noida and Ghaziabad” - ci-
ties that depend heavily on

The CAQM noted that transport
is a major contributor to air
pollution in NCR.

both intra-city and inter-ci-
ty vehicular movement.

The commission em-
phasised that implement-
ing the norms would help
address the “significantly
high contribution from the
transport sector to the ov-
erall air pollution in the en-
tire NCR, consistently
throughout the year and
more adversely during the
winter season”.

The rapid transition to
cleaner and more efficient
mobility solutions is “im-
perative”, the CAQM not-
ed, adding that zero-emis-
sion vehicles such as
Battery Electric Vehicles
should be prioritised.
“There is need for an ur-
gent transition to cleaner
modes of mobility,” said
the CAQM notice.
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