Auto sector, ethanol makers clear 20% blending fornow

Prabhudatta Mishra
MNew Delhi

The automobile industry and
ethanol producers have
agreed to continue with the
20 per cent blending for now
to allow the biofuel blending
programme to stabilise.
They, however, have sought
permission for the commer-
cial launch of flex-fuel
vehicles with some push to
encourage Customers.
Addressing a team of visit-
ing media at Triveni Engin-
eering’s Sabitgarh sugar mill,
Vikram  Gulati, Country
Head and Executive Vice
President (corporate af-
fairs), Toyota Kirloskar Mo-

FI.OATING ONE’S BOAT. Sugar and grain-based distilleries
are seeking a hike in blending beyond 20% susHiL kumar verma

tor, said the automotive in-
dustry, the government and
other stakeholders (ethanol
producers) in the ecosystem
are in one voice that the way
ahead is flex fuel vehicles.
“Globally, what is seen is
after you reach the stage, let
us say 20 per cent (ethanol
blending with petrol) in case
of India, you stabilise that
and you wuse flexible
vehicles,” Gulati said, adding
that it is very difficult to go
beyond E-20, because of the
impact it may have on the

legacy vehicles, apart from
other factors.

He also said that auto
makers can’t keep develop-
ing, re-testing, re-homolog-
ating the new vehicles in a
gap of two-three years, every
time the blending rate is
hiked nor can the vast legacy
vehicles be ignored.

PUSH AND PULL

‘While sugar and grain-based
distilleries are seeking a hike
in ethanol blending beyond
20 per cent, which is under
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evaluation by an inter-minis-
terial committee under an
Additional Secretary of the
Petroleum Ministry, the gov-
ernment’s statements in the
recent past lack clarity, after
social media users criticised
the EBP hike plan terming
“blending as adulteration”.
Addressing the same,
Deepak Ballani, Director
General of Indian Sugar and
Bio-Energy Manufacturers
Association (ISMA), said
that oil marketing compan-
ies (OMCs) have confirmed
purchase of 1,048 crore litres
of ethanol in 2025-26 season
(November-October),
against the total ethanol pro-
duction of 1,900 crore litres.
“(Even) after meeting de-
mand of alcohol and other
industries of 330 crore litres,
there will be unutilised capa-
city of over 450 crore litres,”
Ballani said, and admitted
that it would impact the fin-
ancials of the distilleries. He
said that while the sugar
mills have about 900 crore
litres capacity, they have
been allotted only 289 crore
litresin cycle 1 tender.

Depending on demand
and supply, OMCs decide on
the quantity of ethanol to
purchase in a year, and revise
it every quarter as per
requirement.

In his presentation, the
ISMA DG explained differ-
ent ways to increase ethanol
consumption, but did not
specify any plan to increase
the blending rate from the
current E-20 level.

DEMAND SURGE

Ballani said there could be a
demand of 1,950-2,050 crore
litres in addition to the cur-
rent 1,300-1,350 crore litres,
which will include 1,300~
1,350 crore litres from eth-
anol blending with diesel. He
added that Praj Industries
was at an advanced stage of
its trial of ethanol blended
diesel. Other sources from
where more demand could
be created are 250 crore
litres from sugarcane-based
ethanol export, 300-350
crore litres from flex fuel
vehicles and 100 crore litres
from 5 per cent blending
with aviation fuels.
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Pent-up demand, GST reforms fuel

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

India’s diesel consumption
rose to its second highest on
record during November as
GST rate cuts and pent-up
demand, coupled with the
festival and marriage season,
fuelled an expansion in out-
put and new orders boosting
freight and logistics activity.

According to the Petro-
leum Planning and Analysis
Cell (PPAC), India’s diesel
consumption rose to a six-
month high at 8.55 million
tonnes (mt) provisionally, a
growth of 12.20 per cent
month on month and 4.70
per cent year on year.

This is the second-highest
usage of the fuel, which ac-
counts for more than 40 per
cent of the refined petro-
leum products consumption
in the country, after the
country consumed roughly
8.59 mt diesel in May.

DEMAND BOOSTERS
Seasonal patterns such as the
festival and marriage season
during the October-Decem-
ber period fuels logistics
activity, leading to higher
diesel consumption. Besides,
industrial and mining activ-
ity also rises during this
period further upping the us-
age of the critical transport
fuel.

Another factor pushing up
demand for diesel is the
starting of the Rabi season,
with farmers preparing their
fields to sow agricultural
commodities such as wheat
and mustard.

Industry sources said that
GST rate rationalisation by
the government with the in-
tention to boost spending
during the October-Decem-
ber festival season boosted
stocking, which reflected in
the higher diesel usage.

Petrol consumption stood

diesel consumption in November
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HIGH DEMAND. India’s diesel consumption rose toa

six-month high at 8.55 mt provisionally, a growth of 12.20 per

cent month-on-month reuteas

India's refined petroleum
products consumption
Month/year Diesel* Petrol* Jet fuel**
Apr-24 7,925 3285 142
May-24 8412 3463 744
Jun-24 7982 32% 07
Jul-24 7193 3297 17
Aug-24 6,501 3,360 132
Sep-24 6,359 3,149 126
Oct-24 7645 3412 57
Nov-24 8,166 3428 748
Dec-24 8054 3320 782
Jan-25 1739 3308 784
Fab-25 7343 3174 7135
Mar-25 8077 3512 801
Apr-25 8261 3445 172
May2025 8590 3782 176
Jun-25 8105 3522 130
July2025 7366 3493 710
Aug-25 6,576 3544 711
Sept2025 6,794 3,401 20
Oct-25 7619 3665 113
Nov2025(P) 8,549 3,503 783

Sourca; PPAG (PF Provesreal ~Thausand Tonnas. < Tannes

at 3.50 mt last month, declin-
ing 4.40 per cent sequen-
tially.

However, the usage of mo-
tor spirit (MS) rose 2.2 per
cent on an annual basis. The
rise in petrol consumption is
in line with the expanding
base of personal vehicles,
which got a further boost
with the GST rationalisation
exercise.

India’s aviation turbine
fuel consumption rose 1.3
per cent sequentially and 4.7
per cent annually, aided by
more people taking up air
travel, both domestic and
foreign.

RISING MIDDLE-CLASS
An expanding middle-class
coupled with growing afflu-
ence is pushing up consump-
tion of petrol and jet fuel, the
two key commodities in the
transport fuel segment.

The demand for the two
fuels, which points to an
evolving dynamics in the
personal mobility and aspir-
ational air travel segments, is
aided by an expanding eco-
nomy and commercial base.

The International Energy
Agency (IEA) in a June 2025
report projected that India’s
expected 1 million barrels
per day (mbj/d) increase in oil
demand growth is the largest
for any single country over
2024-30, which will be led by
petroland jet fuel.

In relative terms, IEA said
jet/ kerosene will rise the
fastest, at almost 6 per cent
annually.

The fuel, starting from a
low base, stands to benefit
the most from population
growth of 5 per cent between
2025 and 2030, and its rap-
idly-expanding middle-class
keen to spend on luxury
goods and services, includ-
ing foreign travel, it added.

A similar dynamic propels
annual gasoline demand
growth of 4 per cent, which
has significant scope for ex-
pansion given low levels of
car ownership, it noted.
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Pipeline pirates: 2 Delhi kingpins arrested
for oil theft via tunnels across north India

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

Two Delhi-based master-
minds behind a long-run-
ning oil pilferage network
operating across north In-
dia have been arrested, the
police said on Thursday.
The accused, Swaran
Singh, 55, and his 50-year-
old brother-in-law, Dhar-
mender, alias Rinku, have
been involved in organised
fuel theft for over three de-
cades, repeatedly adapting
their methods after each
stint in jail. Both carried a
reward of %25,000 an-
nounced by the Rajasthan
police. The duo was arrest-
ed in West Delhi’s Vikaspu-
ri Nagar Nala on Wednes-
day in connection with a
case registered in Jaipur.
On June 10, the Rajas-
than police detected diesel

Stolen oil was sent
in hired vehicles at
night and sold to
unauthorised buyers
at discounted rates

theft from a Hindustan Pe-
troleum Corporation Li-
mited (HPCL) pipeline
near Vasundhara Colony in
Dahmi Kalan village. At the
site, officers found Rajesh
Urang, 47, a resident of As-
sam living there as a
tenant.

Inside his rented house,
the police discovered dig-
ging tools and a tunnel
carved out from one of the
rooms. An iron pipe fitted
with three valves had been
connected to the HPCL
multipurpose pipeline via
this tunnel, with a transpa-
rent pipe channelling die-

sel into a plastic storage
tank.

Mr. Rajesh was arrested
on the spot. During ques-
tioning, he disclosed that
Mr. Singh and his asso-
ciates had set up the tap-
ping mechanism. Acting
on specific inputs and tech-
nical surveillance, the anti-
gangster squad of the Delhi
Police Crime Branch
tracked down and arrested
both men.

Criminal history

Officials said the two had
been declared proclaimed
offenders in cases regis-
tered in Haryana and Pun-
jab. Mr. Singh’s criminal
history dates back to 1992,
when he worked as a Bha-
rat Petroleum Corporation
Limited (BPCL) tanker
driver supplying fuel to
Delhi airport. He began pil-

fering fuel and selling it il-
legally, was arrested, and
returned to crime after
release.

The police said the sto-
len diesel was transported
at night using hired vehi-
cles and sold to unauthor-
ised buyers at discounted
rates. By 2011-12, similar
set-ups had been installed
in Gurugram and Jaipur. In
2014, the accused replicat-
ed the method in Paschim
Vihar, Delhi, and expand-
ed into Punjab the follow-
ing year.

“In recent visits to Jai-
pur, he was selling fuel di-
rectly from the tapped pi-
peline, not even using
pumps. Both were deeply
involved in planning and
executing pipeline tap-
ping,” said Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Crime)
Harsh Indora.
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India cuts Russian oil imports
by a sharp 38% in October

India imported $3.55 billion worth of crude oil from Russia in Oct. 2025, down from $5.8 billion in

October 2024; Russia still accounts for about 32% of India’s total oil imports by value and volume

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

from Russia by 38% in

value terms and 31% in
volume terms in October
2025 as compared with last
year, with the cuts driven
by a high base effect as well
as an overall reduction in
India’s oil imports.

The latest data from the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry shows India im-
ported $3.55 billion worth
of crude oil from Russia in
October 2025, down from
a historically high $5.8 bil-
lion in October 2024. This
is the sharpest single-
month drop in the value of
oil imports from Russia.

In volume terms, India
imported 71.6 lakh tonnes
of Russian oil, down from
103.8 lakh tonnes in Octob-
er 2024, which too was
among the highest oil im-
ports India had made from
Russia.

This follows up on a 29%
reduction in value terms
and 17% reduction in vol-
ume terms in September
2025. That said, Russia still

l ndia cut its oil imports

Continued cuts

India’s cuts in Russian oil imports have been part of a longer

trend, but have intensified recently.
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accounts for about 32% of
India’s total oil imports by
value and volume.

The data shows that this
cut in oil imports from Rus-
sia comes at a time when
India’s total oil import bill
was also down 15.4% in Oc-
tober 2025. However, it al-
so shows that, during this
month, oil imports from
the U.S. jumped nearly
40% in volume terms, and
18.3% in value terms as
compared with October
last year. A previous analy-
sis by The Hindu had
shown that India’s strategy

to pull back on its Russian
oil imports had been play-
ing out for a longer period,
beginning well before the
U.S. imposed a 25% tariff
penalty on India in August
for importing Russian oil.
Over the last 12 months
up to the end of October
2025, India had seen a
year-on-year fall in Russian
oil imports in nine months.
Most of these cuts were in
double digits, and six were
by more than 20% each.
Notably, on a month-on-
month basis, India’s im-
ports from Russia have ac-

tually grown. That is, oil
imports from Russia in Oc-
tober 2025 were 7.3% and
7.8% higher than in Sep-
tember 2025, by value and
volume, respectively.

A report from Rubix Da-
ta Sciences, a data analyt-
ics firm, predicts that In-
dia’s imports of Russian oil
would have peaked in No-
vember, before falling in
December.

“India’s crude oil im-
ports from Russia are pro-
jected to reach their high-
est level in five months in
November 2025, according
to preliminary figures from
Kpler, as domestic refiners
rushed to lock in cargoes
before the U.S. deadline of
restricting  transactions
with sanctioned Russian
producers took effect on
21st November,” it said.

According to Ajay Sri-
vastava, founder of the
Global Trade Research In-
itiative and former Direc-
tor General of Foreign
Trade, India’s increased
dependence on Russian oil
over the last few years has
resulted in a “lopsided” bi-
lateral relationship.
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2 held for stealing oil from HPCL pipeline

NEWDELHI, DECEMBER 4
The Anti-Gangster Squad of
the Delhi Police Crime
Branch has amrested two men
in connection with the ail
theft from an Hindustan
Petmoleum Corporation Limit-
ed (HPCL) pipeline in Jaipur,
officials said on Thursday:.

The accused, Swarn
Singh (55) and Dhar-
mender alias Rinku (50),
were detained near
Vikaspuri Nagar Nala in
West Delhi after months of
surveillance,

According to the police,
both accused had a reward of
Rs 25000 each on their heads.

The case stems from an FIR
registered at the Special
Police Station, SO0G
Rajasthan. The charges
include offences under the
Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, the
Petroleum &  Minerals
Pipelines Act and the Preven-
tion of Damage to Public
Property Act,

Officials said the duo was
also wanted in other cases
in Haryana and Punjab and
had been declared pro-
claimed offenders.

The oil theft came to light
on June 10, when signs of
tampering were found on
the HPCL Mundra Delhi

Pipeline (MDPL) pipeline
near Vasundhara Colony in
Dahmi Kalan, Rajasthan,
an official said.

Police reached a house in
Vasundhara Nagar, where a
tenant, identified as Rajesh
Urang. told them that the set-
up had been arranged by
Swarn Singh and his associ-
ates. Inside the premises, offi-
cers found digging tools, a
tunnel, a GI pipe attached to
valves and a plastic pipe lead-
ing to atank filled with diesel
kept in a pickup vehicle.

HPCL officials later con-
firmed that the pipeline was
underpressure and the illegal

valve could only be removed
the next morning. The next
day, the fittings were disman-
tled anda case was registered.

On December 3, a Crime
Branch team received infor-
mation about the movement
of the two accused and
detained them. During ques-
tioning, the accused admitted
to their role in the oil theft.

Police said Swarn Singh
and Dharmender were also
wanted in older cases,
including theft and cheat-
ing in Kurukshetra and
Bathinda. Further investi-
gation is underway, the offi-
cials added. —TNS
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@ Hindustan Time:

TWO ARRESTED
FOR PILFERING OIL
FOR 30+ YEARS

Hemani Bhandari

hemani.bhandari@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police’s Crime
Branch has arrested two pro-
claimed offenders who allegedly
built a three-decade-long crimi-
nal career on “systematically
tapping and draining oil pipe-
lines across multiple states,” sen-
ior officers aware of the matter
said on Thursday.

Deputy commissioner of
police (crime branch) Harsh
Indora identified the accused as
Swaran Singh, 55, and his broth-
er-in-law Dharmender Singh, 50.
They were carrying a reward of
325,000 each and had been on
the run since June.

“To build cover, Swaran Singh
would rent a house or shop near
a pipeline and start a small busi-
ness, such as mineral water
vending, for instance, allowing
frequent movement, storage and
night-time activity,” Indora said.

From inside these rented
premises, police said, he would
dig tunnels in phases to avoid
noise or vibration detection.
Once he reached the buried pipe-
line, he fitted a customised valve
that diverted fuel into concealed
tanks, from where it was trans-
ported in hired pick-ups or dis-
tributed to buvers.
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BPCL recognised among Global Top 100
Corporate Startup Stars by ICC

BPCL was :muuu-\ed by the
International Chamber of Com-
merce (1CC) and Mind the Bridge
as one of the Top 100 Corporate
Startup Stars (CS5) worldwide.
BPCL is the only Indian organi-
sation featured in this prestigious
alobal list of CS5, which is a
celebration of the world’s most
exemplary corporate champions
of startup collabomtion. The an-
nouncement was made at a cer-
emony held at the International
Chamber of Commerce headquar-
ters in Paris. The Corporate
Startup Stars Awards 2025 rec-

ognised 100 top companies from
the Forbes Global 2000 and For-
tune Global 300 that demonstrate

outstanding commitment to open

innovation, startup engagement,
and ecosystem  development.
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= Oil and Matural Gas Corporation (ONGC) Ltd and Petronet LNG Ltd (PLL)
entered into a 15-year Ethane Unloading, Storage and Handling (USH) Ser-
vices Binding Term Sheet, commencing between October and December
2028 and ending on the 15™ anniversary of the commencement date.



Fill it, shut it,

sell it: How

a city duo siphoned fuel
from pipelines for 30 yrs

Devanshi.Mehta
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Over nearly three
decades, Swarn Singh and his
brother-in-law Dharmender;,
wanted across multiple states,
honed a precise method of sip-
honingfuel fromunderground
petroleum pipelines.

What began as oil pilferage
from tankers in the early 1990s
evolved into a structured opera-
tion builtaroundrented houses,
concealed tunnels, improvised
valves and night-time diversion
of diesel. Their knowledge of a
wide terrain and shifting tech-
niques kept them a step ahead
of police in at least three states
until Delhi Police crime branch
arrested them on Wednesday:

OnJune10,Jaipurpolicede-
tected that HPCL MDPL pipeli-
ne near Dahmi Kalan had been
tapped. They zeroed in onaren-
ted house and found tools for
digging, a bedroom tunnel and

MULTI-STATE OP

> Duo allegedly admitted
they were involved in tapping
pipelines in Jaipur & said they
did the same in Kurukshetra,
Bathinda, Jaipur, Delhi
(Paschim Vihar) & Gurgaon

> They would survey long
stretches of pipelines

and chose isolated points
behind residential plots or
on outskirts of towns where
pipeline markers were visible

> They dug a tunnel towards
a pipeline. Once they reached
it, they fixed an improvised
metal connection fitted with
valves to pilfer oil

a galvanised pipe with valves
for feeding diesel into tankers,
asenior officer said. HPCL pro-
mptly removed the valves the
two had fitted.

»Mineral water by day,P5

Times of India, Delhi, 05/12/2025
Page No: 1, Size: 30.40cm x 25.32cm

i 2 men sold mineral water

- by day, stole oil at night

LATE-NIGHT OPS, DIY VALVES AND HOSES

Swam Singh (55) - Former tanker driver;
masterminded pipeline thefts across Delhi,

ARRESTED ACCUSED

Dharmender (50) - Brother-in-law and key
accomplice; handled transport, tunnels and

Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab for 30+ vears; Had | distribution of stolen fuel; wanted in multiple

> The duo isolated HPCL/
BPCL stretches

> They surveyed long
stretches of pipelines and
chose isolated points behind
residential plots or on the
outskirts of towns where
pipeline markers were visible
but movement was low

> Took a room or small

shop on rent and ran a basic
cover business, such as
selling mineral water, while
gradually preparing the site
> Inside the premises, they
dug a tunne| towards the
pipeline. The digging was
done in phases over several
days to avoid noise that might
alert neighbours

» Once they reached the
pipeline, they fixed an
improvised metal connection
fitted with valves. A plastic
hose would then run from
the hidden tapping point to
storage tanks or directly into
a waiting vehicle

> Transfers of diesel were
carried out during late-night
hours

» The tapping point and
pipes were camouflaged,
and only a handful of
trusted associates were
invelved

2 %25,000 reward on his head; proclaimed offender | interstate oil-theft cases; ¥25,000 reward

» The stolen fuel was sold at

lower rates to transparters
willing to buy ‘open’ diesel or
moved in small hired vehicles
to industrial buyers

»Continued from P1

person from  Assam

J \whn used to live in the
4 Ahouse claimed the set-
up was created by “Swaran
Singh Sardar”. Swarn and
Dharmender  immediately
went underground. “On Dec
3, acting on an input, the
erime branch traced them to
Vikaspuri and arrested
them," the cop said.

Both allegedly admitted
they were Involved in tapping
pipelines i ur and said
theydidthe n Kurukshe
tra, Bathinda, Jaipur, Paschim
Vihar and Gurgaon, often us-
ing the same DIY method.

Swarn's brush  with
crimes dates to the early
1990s when he worked as a
tanker driver and would si
phon fuel from the tankers
Dharmender, also a driver,
later joined him.

The two used to survey
long stretches of pipelines
and chose isolated points be-
hind residential plots or on
the outskirts of towns where
pipeline markers were visi
Ble, but the mavement of peo-
ple was low, “To avoid suspi
clon, they would take a room
or a shop on rent and run a
small-time  businesses like
selling mineral wate:
preparing to strike,” DCP
{erime)Harsh Indora said.

On the premises, they used
to shovel a tunnel to
pipeline. The diggh
done in phases over
days to avold altering neigh-
bours. Once they reached the
pipeline, they fixed an impro-
vised metal connection fitted
with valves, A plastic hose
would then mun from the hid
den tapping point to storage
tanks ordirectly intoa waiting
tanker, which used to trans-

ile  focused on the

port the fuel late at night

The tapping point was
camouflaged, and only a
handful of trusted associates
were invelved in the oper-
ations. The fuel was sold at a
rate lower than the market
price to transporters willing
to buy “open diesel” or was
sent to industrial buyers in
small, hired vehicles. Thetwo
ipur route
access to

because of ea
transporters

and
movement of goods vehicles
idar.

heavy

s linked to over a
in Delhi, Harya
wsthan and Punjah.
Charges against him include
oil theft, cheating, damaging
pipelines and violations un
der Petroleum & Minerals
Pipelines Act. Dharmender
has been named in cases of
tapping pipelines in Jaipur
and Punjab’s Bathinda.




Times of India, Delhi, 05/12/2025
Page No: 16, Size: 43.02cm X 27.57cm

Russian oil industry considers Indian

counterparts very reliable, sa

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Calling PM Na-
rendra Modi his “friend”, “a
reliable person”, “a person
of integrity” and a good
thing to have happened to In-
dia, Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin said though
there has been a slight dip in
purchase of Russian oil by
India, the overall trade re-
mains steady, adding that
“Russian oil industry con-
siders its Indian counter-
partstobeveryreliable”.

In an interview to India
Today TV, recorded before he
left for India, Putin said US
continues tobuy nuclear fuel
from Russia for its own pow-
er plants, including urani-
mum for reactors, and asked
why India should not have
the same privilege to buy oil.

Putin highlighted defence
cooperation with India, em-
phasising that his country al-
so shares technology, and cit-
ing, among other instances,

Modi and Putin have a long relationship that goes back almost 25 years.
In 2001, Modi had accompanied then PM Vajpayee to Moscow

the joint production of Brah-
Mos. On whether nuclear
cooperation is going to be on
the table during the talks with
Modi Friday, Putin responded
intheaffirmativeandgavethe
example of Kudankulam nu-
clear plant in Tamil Nadu
while emphasising Russia’s
expertise in developing small
nuclear power plants—some-
thing that India is keenon.

PM Modi welcoming Pu-
tinattheairporton Thursday
was a rare gesture, following
which the two travelled in a
Japanese SUV, and not the
Range Rover Modiuses,tothe
PM’s residence. Earlier this
year in Tianjin, they had a 45-
minute meeting in Putin’s
car on their way to the venue
of their bilateral meeting on
themargins of SCO summit.

Modi has in the past greet-
ed on the tarmac only leaders
he has personally bonded well
with, including ex-US presi-
dents Barack Obama and Do-
nald Trump (first term), ex-
Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasi-
na, French President Emma-
nuel Macron, Israeli PM Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, ex-Jap-
anese PM Shinzo Abe and
leaders of Gulf countrieslike
SaudiArabia, Qatarand UAE.

“Delighted to welcome
my friend, President Putin to
India. Looking forward to
our interactions later this
evening and tomorrow. In-
dia-Russia friendship is a
time tested one that has
greatly benefitted our peo-
ple,” Modiposted on X.

In the meeting on Thurs-
day, ahead of the annual sum-
mit, the two discussed ways to
further strengthen the special
and privileged strategic part-
nership, along with regional
and global issues. In several
rounds of meetings that the

says Putin

two will have over two days,
Modi is expected to reiterate
hismessagefor anearlyend to
the war asIndia walks adiplo-
matic tightrope in its rela-
tions with Russia on one hand
and US and EU on the other.
India is working to sign
an FTA with EU next month
and has also invited EU lead-
ers for Republic Day celebra-
tions. Brussels would be
closely watching the summit
on Friday as it doesn’t want
toseeany outcomethatcould
create friction with India.
According to govt sourc-
es, the Putin visit will go a
long way in strengthening ec-
onomic co-operation. Putin is
travelling with a large group
of business persons. Ten
govt-to-govt agreements in
areas like healthcare, trade,
economy, mobility and cul-
ture areexpected tobesigned.
India also expects to improve
the trade deficit with Russia
that has shot up because of
India’s oil trade with Russia.
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Biogas essential for India’s clean energy transition, says MNRE minister

ABHI SINGHAL / ABHINAV
KUMAR JHA
B New Delhi

Setting an ambitious tone
for global collaboration in
biogas, Union Minister Sripad
Yesso Naik on Thursday said
India is on the threshold of
what we proudly call the
Decade of Biogas. "Our goal
is clear and consistent: from
a national vision to global
leadership. We aim to posi-
tion India as the world's hub
for Biogas policy innovation,
investment, and scalable
business solutions,” said
Naik, addressing the gather-
ing on the concluding day of
India Congress 2025, organ-
ised by World Biogas
Association in the national
Capital.

Naik, who holds the
Ministry of Power and
Ministry of MNew and
Renewable Energy portfolio
as Minister of State, also
emphasised that Biogas is
becoming essential for India's
clean energy transition,
energy security, waste man-
agement, and industrial

decarbonisation. He noted
that it “sits exactly at this
intersection” of national pri-
orities and that India is
“already aligned and advanc-
ing on both fronts” through
accelerated programmes and
global partnerships.

Naik highlighted that
Biogas and Biomethane are
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transforming agricultural
residues, municipal waste,
and industrial effluents into
clean energy, organic fertilis-
er, and green jobs, calling it
“the circular economy in
action.”

He expressed that village-
level and community Biogas
systems strengthen waste
management, increase
access to clean cooking, and
enhance local energy secu-
rity, describing the transi-

tion as “a rural develop-
ment revolution” and “"a
pathway to a re: nt local
economy”. He praised the
NDDB-WBA Mol for promot-
ing global standards, train-
ing, and operational excel-
lence in India.

The day advanced into par-
allel policy and technical
tracks like Biogas
Beyond Borders:
Global Dialogue;
Strategic Vision
for Biogas &
Biomethane —
Margin to
Mainstream;
Small and
Medium Scale
Biogas Plants — Challenges
and Opportunities.

The day wrapped up with
arich set of discussions that
brought global and Indian
perspectives together.
Speakers shared how interna-
tional cooperation can speed
up Biogas growth, while
MNRE outlined a clear vision
for taking the sector main-
stream. Sessions explored
the role of small and mid-
scale plants, the promise of

Biomethane for transport,
fresh avenues for private
financing, policies to tap
industrial organic waste, and
India’s push to scale Biogas
from early pilots to a nation-
wide, socially inclusive, job-
creating ecosystem.

The second day of the WBA
event saw industry leaders,
policymakers, and technolo-
gy experts discussing how to
tackle the roadblocks, or how
boldly the targets to be met
and that India cannot unlock
its Biogas potential unless it
solves how biomass is collect-
ed, stored, priced, and deliv-
ered.

The gap between policy
ambition and ground-level
reality also surfaced. While
the government's SATAT
scheme promises up to 50
per cent financial aid for new
plants and assures off-take
through oil marketing com-
panies, the physical chal-
lenge of connecting these
plants to consumers remains
stiff.

Technology experts
pointed to another silent
risk: plant safety and design

(L-R) Dr Pradeep Monga, Senior Advisor & Policy Diractor, World Biogas Association (WBA), UK; Ms Charlotte
Morton OBE, Chiaf Executiva Officer, WBA, UK: Mr Shripad Yesso Maik, Union Minister of State, Ministry of New &
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Renewable Energy, and, Minictry of Power. Government of India: Mr Prashant Tewari. representing The Fioneer, at

quality. Flavio Ascenco of
the World Biogas Association
said mistakes in basic engi-
neering could trigger cata-

strophic failures. "A small
error like closing a breather
valve and creating negative
pressure can collapse a

digester three times,” he
warned. He stressed the
need for proper HAZOP
studies and stronger automa-

tion, pointing to European
sites that run with a single
worker monitored by safety
systems adapted from the oil
and gas industry.

NTPC's Amit Kulshrestha
outlined how digestate can
be turned into biochar using
torrefaction. He said Biogas
could also support electrici-
ty during peak hours if NCR's
biopulp is used to produce
CBG and injected into existing
pipelines. Indian0il Adani
Venture CEO Atul Kharate
spoke about the early chal-
lenge of convincing cus-
tomers to switch from LPG
and liquid fuels to CBG,
requiring pressure-flow mod-
ifications and new firing
mechanisms.

Others focused on the long-
term environmental case.
Kevin Houston of Carbon
Masters called CBG one of
India’s strongest climate solu-
tions because it produces
both clean fuel and soil-
restoring fertiliser. “The soil
carbon issue is huge. If we
don't fix it in the next 20
years, India will end up with
just dirt,” he said.
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