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CNG pricerises
by Z1inPune

Indu Bhagat

PUNE

The  retail price  of
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) for vehicles in Pune,
Pimpri-Chinchwad, and
adjoining industrial and IT
hubs has been increased by
Rel per kg from midnight on
Wednesday.

The new CNG retail selling
price stands at Rs90.75 per kg
inclusive of taxes. Officials
said the hike was necessitated
by higher input costs of natu-
ral gas.

Distributors stressed that
CNG continues to remain
cheaper than conventional
fuels despite the increase. The
revision comes amid volatility
in global energy markets due
to crude oil fluctuations and
exchange rate movements,
which have influenced India’s
fuel pricing in recent months.
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DATANOMICS

Amid geopolitical
uncertainty, alook at
Russia’s energy trade

Before assuming office as the President of
the United States (US), Donald Trump
had promised to putan end to the
Russia-Ukraine war, which began
in2022. However, with nosigns
pointing towards an end to the
conflict, the US administration has
raked up theissue of Russia’s energy
trade with its allies and major trade partners,
including India, in an effort to choke the funding
for Russia’s war economy. YASH KUMAR SINGHAL

Russia’s rise, despite the sanctions

The US has repeatedly asked India to curb its crude oil imports from Russia

in order to secure a trade deal and reduction in tariffs. Russia's share in India's
crude oil imports rose from 1 per cent in 2018-19 to 28.75 per cent in 2024-25.
Meanwhile, Indian trade officials have asked the US to allow India to buy crude
oil from Iran and Venezuela — two US-sanctioned suppliers.
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CRUDE PROCESSING
RISES 3% IN AUGUST

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

INDIA processed a total of 22.3 million tonne (MT) of crude oil in
August 2025, a 3% increase over the same month in August 2024,
according to data from the Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell
(PPAC). The rise in crude throughput reflects an uptick in refin-
ery operations, converting crude into petroleum products such as
petrol, diesel, aviation turbine fuel (ATF), and others.

India, which holds the fourth-largest refining capacity globally
— behind the United States, China, and Russia — processed 15
MMT of crude through Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) and
Joint Venture (JV) refineries. Private sector refineries, including
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) and Nayara Energy, processed
7.3 MMT during the month.

Of the total crude processed, 2.2 MMT came from indigenous
sources, while 20.1 MMT was imported and refined across both
public and private refineries. Among public sector refineries, In-
dian Oil Corporation Ltd. (IOCL), operating nine refineries across
India, reported the highest output in August 2025. It produced 5.8
MMT, up from 5.6 MMT in August 2024. Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd. (HPCL) processed 3.2 MMT in August 2025, mar-
ginally up from 3.1 MMT in August 2024.
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