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SC upholds ethanol-petrol rollout, dismisses plea

MNITIN KUMAR & SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, September 1

THE SUPREME COURT on
Monday dismissed a petition
challenging the nationwide
rollout of 20% ethanol-
blended petrol (E20), which
alleged that millions of
motorists were being forced
to use fuel unsuited to their
vehicles without the option
of ethanol-free petrol.

A Bench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) BR Gavai and
Justice K Vinod Chandran
passed the order after the
Centre opposed the plea,
arguing that E20 fuel bene-
fits sugarcane farmers.

Senior advocate Shadan
Farasat, appearing for the
petitioner, cited NITI Aayog's
2021 report Roadmap for
Ethanol Blending in India
2020-25, which noted that
blending ethanol up to 20%
could reduce fuel efficiency
by 6-7% in four-wheelers

FUEL FIGHT FIZZLES OUT |

 Plea argued motorists are forced to
use fuel unsuited to older vehicles

mBenchof CJIBR | mGowt defended
Gavai and Justice | policy, citing
KVinod Chandran | benefits to
delivered the sugarcane farmers
order & forex savings
m Petitioner relied on NITI Aayog's
2021 report noting fuel efficiency
loss with E20

TOP COURT

m Request was for
ethanol-free petrol for
pre-April 2023 vehicles
not E20-compliant

m Court asked
authoritiesto
inform consumers
about vehicle
compatibility at
fuel stations

and 3-4% in two-wheelers.
He clarified that the petition-
erwas not opposed to ethanol
blending per se but sought
the availability of ethanol-free
petrol for vehicles manufac-
tured before April 2023,
which are not E20-compliant.

Attorney  General R
Venkataramani opposed the
plea, contending that the
petitioner was merely a

“name-lender” and that the
case reflected the interests of
a larger lobby seeking to stall
India’s clean fuel policy. “The
policyis benefiting our sugar-
cane farmers and is saving
precious foreign exchange.
Will people outside the coun-
try dictate what kind of fuel
India should use?” the AG
asked, stressing that India’s
ethanol programme was both

an economic and environ-
mental necessity.

The petition argued that
the policyviolated the funda-
mental rights of vehicle own-
ers whose automobiles are
incompatible with E20, as it
left them with no option to
buy ethanol-free petrol. It
further claimed that the
absence of public awareness
and proper labelling at fuel

pumps breached the right to
informed consumer choice
under the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019.

Though the top court dis-
missed the petition, it direct-
ed authorities to ensure that
consumers are informed
about the ethanol compati-
bility of their vehicles at the
time of fuel dispensing.

Just two days before the
hearing, the Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) said that using E20 in
older wehicles reduces
mileage but does not pose a
safety risk. PK Banerjee, exec-
utive director, SIAM, said:
“Millions of vehicles are run-
ningand plying E20 for quite
some time now, not a single
vehicle breakdown has been
reported.”

Banerjee clarified that the
drop in efficiency with E20
fuel is “typically between 2%
and 4%, depending on dri-
ving habits, maintenance, and

other factors” Addressing
concerns from customers, he
assured: “OEMs will honour
the warranty forvehicles up to
E20 without any ifs and buts.”
The Indian Sugar & Bio-
energy Manufacturers
Association  (ISMA) on
Monday said the Court's deci-
sion confirmed that the roll-
out of E20 fuel would proceed
as planned, reinforcing India's
push for cleaner energy
sources. “Achieving a 20%
blending target five years
ahead of schedule has had a
transformative impact: over
¥1.18 lakh crore paid to farm-
ers, ¥1.36 lakh crore in for-
eign exchange savings, and a
reduction of 698 lakh tonnes
of CO2 emissions. This mile-
stone underscores the policy’s
‘benefits for farmers, the econ-
omy, and the environment,
and highlights India's com-
mitment to a sustainable
energy transition,” Deepak
Ballani, DG, ISMA, said.
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