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Biogas sector to see
¥5,000 cr investment
| |

New Delhi: The biogas sector is
expected to see investments of
over ¥5,000 crorein 2026-27
buoyed by strong interest from
investors and stakeholders this
calender year, the Indian Biogas
Association said. As of date,
more than 100 compressed
biogas plants have been
commissioned, and 2025
witnessed strong interest from
investors and stakeholders and
growing CBG pipeline. en
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Biogas sector likely toseeinvestments
over35,000croreinFY2026-27

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 21 December

The biogas sector is expected
to attract investments worth
over Rs 5000 crorein 2026-27,
driven by strong interest from
investors and stakeholders this
calendar year,accordingtothe
Indian Biogas Association (IBA).

TheIBA anticipates significant
commissioningof CBG facilities,
effective and organised supply
chainsfor feedstock and unified
to support the rapid adoption
of biogas.

Asofdate,over 100 compressed
biogas (CBG) plants have
been commissioned, and the
year 2025 witnessed strong
interest from investors and
stakeholders and a growing
CBG pipeline.

Notably, the IBA is the first
and largest nationwide and
professional biogas association
for stakeholders of the biogas
industry, including technology
providers, project developers,
plant operators and planners
of biogas plants, and
representatives {rom public
policy, science and research

in India.

Asperthegovernmentdata,
94 CBG plants sold more than
31400 tonnes of CBG during
FY 2024-25, which is tangible
proof of growth and market
uptake, the IBA said in a
statement.

There lies ample room for
efficiency improvement and
capacity utilisation intheseveral
million small-scale traditional
programmes are scaling up
support for the various
medium-sized plants which

offer the benefits of cleaner
cooking fuel, rural employment
and organic manure, it further
added.

As per the data, a total of
2,361 MW of biomass power
projects and 228 MWe of
waste-to-energy projects have
been installed in the
last ten years in the bioenergy
sector in the Indian context.

Additionally, a total of 2.88
lakh biogas plants have also
been installed in the country
toincrease theuseof sustainable
energy solutions.
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BIOGAS SECTOR
MAY SEE ¥5K-CR
INVESTMENT

THE BIOGAS
SECTOR is
likey to see
investments
of aver
25,000 crare
in 2024-27 buoyed by
strong interest from
investars and
stakeholders this year,
the Indian Biogas
Association said. More
than 100 compressed
biogas plants have been
commissionad.
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‘Biogas sector expected to see
35,000 cr investment in 2026-27

NEW DELHI: The biogas sec-
tor is expected to see invest-
ments of over Rs 5,000 crore
in 2026-27 buoyed by strong
interest from investors and
stakeholders this calender year,
the Indian Biogas Association
(IBA) said.

As of date, more than 100
compressed biogas (CBG)
plants have been commis-
sioned, and the year 2025 wit-
nessed strong interest from
investors and stakeholders and
growing CBG pipeline

According to government
data, 94 CBG plants sold more
than 31,400 tonne of CBG
during FY 2024-25, which isa
tangible proof of growth, and
market uptake, the IBA said in
a staternent.

Also, there lies ample room
for efficiency improvement and
capacity utilization in the sev-

‘In 2026, the
CBG industry
size shall soar

to roughly $3-4
billion and reach

approximately $5
billion by 2030’

eral million small-scale tra-
ditional biogas digesters, and
the country programs are scal-
ing up support for the various
medium-sized plants which
offer the benefits of cleaner
cooking fuel, rural employ-
ment and organic manure.
The IBA anticipates sig-
nificant commissioning of
CBG facilities, effective and
organized supply chains for
feedstock, and unified and

integrated policy frameworks
to support the rapid adoption
of biogas.

“The relaxed GST regime
is going to augur ease of doing
business in the CBG ecosystem.
We anticipate that a reduction
of 7 per cent in the applicable
G5T rate for CBG sector shall
significantly improve project
viability, and the direct impact
would translate into 4-5 per
cent increase in new invest-
ments in the industry over the
short to medium term,” Gaurav
Kedia, Chairman, Indian Bio-
gas Association said.

“Indirectly across the
industry value chain, the mul-
tiplier effect would be much
larger. In 2026, the CBG indus-
try size shall soar to roughly
5$3-4 billion and reach approx-
imately $5 billion by 2030, "
he added. Pl
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Biogas Likely to Get
5K cr Investment
in2026-27:1BA

New Delhi: The biogas sector is ex-
pected to see investments of over
5,000 crore in 2026-27 buoyed by
strong interest from investors and sta-
keholders this calender year, the Indi-
an Biogas Association (IBA) said. As
of date, more than 100 compressed bio-
gas (CBG) plants have been commis-
sioned, and the year 2025 witnessed
strong interest from investors and sta-
keholders and growing CBG pipeline

According to government data, 94
CBG plants sold over 31,400 tonne of
CBG during FY 2024-25, which is a
tangible proof of growth, and market
uptake, the IBA said in a statement.

Also, there lies ample room for effi-
clency improvementand capacity ut-
ilisation in the several million small-
scale traditional biogas digesters,
and the country programs are sca-
ling up support for the various medi-
um-sized plants.—PTI
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Residents lose lakhs
to fake MGL bill scams

Avadhut Kharade
MUMBAI

Cybercriminals are targeting
Mumbai residents by imper-
sonating Mahanagar Gas
Limited (MGL) officials,
threatening gas supply dis-
connection over alleged non-
payment and defrauding vic-
tims of lakhs through
malicious links and APK
files. Multiple FIRs across
city police stations highlight
a disturbing pattern, with
senior citizens and profes-
sionals among those duped.

In one case, Dombivli-
based industrialist Shriram
Dattatray Shewade received
a message on December 18
claiming his MGL bill was
not updated. He downloaded
“MGL GAS.BILL
UPDATE.APK”, resulting in
Rs4.84 lakh being debited
from his Axis Bank credit
card.

Pant Nagar police regis-
tered a complaint from 70-
year-old Ashwin Babulal
Shah of Ghatkopar East, who
downloaded an APK after a
disconnection threat, leading
to his WhatsApp being
hacked and Rs219 lakh
transferred.

Similar incidents were
reported in Dadar (8l-year-
old Pramod Mahavir

Nivetiva lost Rs5.17 lakh via

WhatsApp notice),
Chunabhatti  (86-year-old
Vijaykumar Yashwant

Adhikari duped of Rs6.13
lakh via frandulent link), and
Mahim (73-year-old Hemant
Atmaram Chinchankar lost
Rs5.43 lakh after sharing
details in a video call).

Shivaji Park police noted
homemaker Vaishali
Ghanekar Shah lost Rs29,263
after downloading
“GasBillUpdate.apk.” Mulund
cases included 58-year-old
Mauli Ravindra Rao (Rs.84
lakh wia fake links) and 55-
year-old Rajesh Shantilal
Shah (Rs5.99 lakh via hacked
phone).

In Andheri East, 66-year-
old Shamustafa Saifuddin
Nambardar was swindled of
nearly Rs5 lakh on
December 7 after download-
ing a fake app link, affecting
his and his brother's
accounts.

Police warn that MGL does
not send APK files, links, or
request bank details over
WhatsApp or calls.
Residents should awoid
unknown links, download
nothing suspicious, and ver-
ify bills only via official chan-
nels.

Additional reporting by
Megha Kuchik

BEWARE

B Victims tricked into
downloading malicious
APK files or clicking
fraudulent links

B Fraudsters obtain
bank/card details,
hack accounts, or
remote access phones

B Victims include
senior citizens (aged
66-86) and
professionals; losses
range from 29,263 to
79.84 lakh

B MULTIPLE FIRS
FILED AT POLICE
STATIONS: Mahim,
Pant Nagar, Dadar,
Chunabhatti, Shivaji
Park, Mulund, MIDC

H Total reported
losses exceed 750
lakh across cases

H POLICE WARNING:
MGL never sends
APKsflinks or asks
for details via

calls/WhatsApp

B ADVICE: Verify bills
only through official
MGL channels; avoid
unknown links/files
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US propane exports to India at a record high in 2025

Rlshl Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

The export of propane — a
petrochemical  feedstock,
which is also used in house-
holds for cooking — by the
UStoIndiain the 2025 calen-
dar year has hit a record high
as New Delhi balances trade
relations with Washington.
According to the US En-
ergy Information Adminis-
tration (EIA), Washington
has exported an average 1.3
million barrels of propane to

India  during  January-
September 2025.
Besides, stretching the

nine month data over the en-
tire calendar year points to
anaverage of around 996,000
barrels.

In contrast, Washington’s

propane exports to India av-
eraged at 304 thousand bar-
rels and 418 thousand bar-
rels during 2023 and 2021
calendar years, respectively.
Exports to India during
these two years were at re-
cord high. Comparing Janu-
ary-September shows that
American propane cargoes
averaged at 349,000 barrels
and 445,000 barrels, during
2023 and 2021, respectively.

LPG IMPORT

India utilises propane largely
in households for cooking. It
imports 55-60 per cent of its
domestic liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) requirement
with more than 90 per cent
being consumed by house-
holds. India’s LPG imports
stood at around 20.67 mil-
lion tonnes (mt) in FY25and

10.84 mtin H1 FY26.

‘West Asia traditionally ac-
counts for a major share of
India’s LPG imports. How-
ever, the US EIA data for
2025 and India’s recent deal
with the US on LPG cargoes
for 2026 points towards New
Delhi’s growing preference
for USLPG.

Recently, Indian Oil Cor-
poration (IOCL), Bharat Pet-
roleum Corporation (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation (HPCL) suc-
cessfully concluded a one-
year structured contract to
import around 2.2 million
tonnes per annum (mtpa) of
LPG from the US Gulf Coast
for the contract year 2026.

This volume accounts for
10 per cent of India’s cumu-
lative LPG imports and is the
first structured US LPG con-

Rising shipments

(Thousand barrels)

2025 2024 2023 2022 2021
January 288 150 874
February 750 218
March 716
April 2,051 149 284 867
May 3,511 149 137 424
June 2,659 442 299
July 145 144 273
August 1,346 149 545
September 1,346 496 253
October * 298 147 139 569
November * 289 149 179 300
December 201 152 150
Source: USEIA  * To be updated

tract for the Indian market.
Last month, Sehul Bhatt,
Director at Crisil Intelli-
gence, said the US pact for
LPG offtake will help diver-
sify India’s import basket,

which has been skewed to-
wards West Asia (around 92
percentin FY25).

The envisaged volume of
around 2 mtpa also provides
some support to the India-

US trade balance amid the
ongoing tariff-induced un-
certainty, with energy emer-
ging as a potential stabiliser
in bilateral ties, he had said.

India has been increasing
its energy trade with the US
since early 2025 after US
President Donald Trump as-
sumed office and started
pressuring India to reduce
its hydrocarbon trade with
Russia.

India has increased its
purchases of crude oil, lique-
fied natural gas (LNG), LPG
and coal from the US. Ana-
lysts point that passing of the
SHANTI Act, which paves
way for higher private sector
participation in nuclear en-
ergy will further push higher
civil and commercial parti-
cipation between New Delhi
and Washington.
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