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Central funds for 15
sugar mills to help set

up biogas uts: Shah

HTC and agencies

letters @ hindustantimes.com

AHILYANAGAR: Union home and
cooperation minister Amit Shah
on Sunday said 15 cooperative
sugar mills across the counmy will
be selected for National Coopera-
tive Development Corporation
(NCDC) funding to set up com-
pressed biogas (CEG) and potash
production plants.
Speaking at the inauguration of

Kolhe Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana
in Kopargaon tehsil of Maharash-
tra’s Ahilyanagar district, Shah
said the projects mark a new chap-
ter in India’s Tive SeCtor.

“I want to tell director Vivek
Kolhe that this work will spread
across the couniry. The Modi gov-
emmment will select 15 cooperative
sugar mills for NCDC funding toset
up such plants on their premises, It
will be a nesw beginning,” he said.

Theminister said that the units
launched ar Kopargaon are the
first of their kind in the counry.

“The CBG plant, built ata cost of
¥55 crore, will produce 12 tonnes of
(BG and 75 tonnes of potash daily.
Both these products are currently
imported, and this initiative will
save forelgn exchange while pro-
moting the Atmanirbhar Bharat
vision,” he said.

The project had already tied up
with GAIL, BPCL, IFFCO and Rash-
triya Chemicals and Fertilisers for
the purchase of CBG, Shah said,
adding that the move is aimed at
achieving a circular economy.

Landing Maharashira's cooper-

Amit Shah pays tributes to
stames of Dr Vithalrao Vikhe
Patil and Dr Balasaheb Vikhe
Patil on Sunday. Pl

ative legacy, Shah said the state,
which had once pioneered the
Sugar CoOpeTative Mmovement,
should now lead the way in the dr-
cular economnmy sector.

“Twant to tell Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and Deputy
Chief Ministers Eknath Shinde and
Ajit Pawar that if Maharashira
supports such mills, the Union
government will also extend all
assistance,” he said.

Calling for diversification, Shah
said every profit-making sugar mill
should also start fruit processing.

Shah also said that the recent
GST reforms have eased the bur-
den on the farming sector.

"The tax on tractors, harvesters,
threshers, beekeeping equipment,
sprinklers, drip irrigation systems
has been reduced to 5%, he said.
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