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Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurates IGL Corporate Office in New Delhi

IGL’s initiative of providing PNG in villages is helping in bridging rural — urban divide, the oil minister said

NEW DELHI: Hardeep Singh
Puri, Union Minister of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas of India,
on Tuesday inaugurated IGLs
Corporate Office located at
‘World Trade Centre in Nau-
roji Nagar of New Delhi in the
presence of Pankaj Jain, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas; Sandeep Kumar
Gupta, CMD, GAIL (India) Ltd;
Raj Kumar Dubey, Chairman,
IGL; Kamal Kishore Chati-
wal, Managing Director, IGL;
Mohit Bhatia, Director (Com-
mercial), IGL; along with senior
1GL officials.

Addressing the gathering,
Puri emphasized IGLs contri-

bution in extending piped nat-
ural gas (PNG) connections to
250 villages in Delhi, benefiting
over 1 lakh rural households.
He said this initiative is helping
provide urban amenities such
as clean cooking fuel in rural
areas, bridging the rural-urban
divide. Each CNG station, PNG
connection, and pipeline expan-
sion contributes to reducing
emissions, improving air qual-
ity, and strengthening India’s
clean energy future.
Appreciating IGLs adop-
tion of modern technologies,
Puri noted the use of SAP-ERP,
GIS, advanced analytics, busi-
ness intelligence dashboards,

Union Minister of Petroleum and
Notural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri

integrated security and vehi-
cle tracking systems, prepaid
and self-billing apps, chatbots,
e-billing, and automated meter
reading. These innovations
improve operational efficiency
and customer service, setting

benchmarks for the sector.

Congratulating IGL on its
new office, Puri said, “IGLs jour-
ney has been one of innovation,
growth, and social impact. This
new office reaffirms its com-
mitment to expanding reach,
strengthening operations, and
advancing Indias clean energy
transition.”

Along with Corporate
Office, Puri also inaugurated
supply of natural gas in 31 vil-
lages located in authorised
areas of IGL. Furthermore, a
new design for upcoming CNG
Stations was also launched in
addition to a customer experi-
ence campaign IGL CX 2.0 with

an objective to take customer
experience to the next level. The
manufacturing plant of IGLs JV,
IGTL - engaged in meter manu-
facturing was also inaugurated
by the Hon'ble Minister during
the event.

Earlier, welcoming the dig-
nitaries, Kamal Kishore Chati-
wal, Managing Director, IGL
stated that the inauguration of
this Corporate Office marks
another milestone in the jour-
ney of IGL. From a modest
beginning in 1998, IGL today
stands as a country’s leading
City Gas Distribution Com-
pany and playing a pivotal role
in Indias transition towards

a cleaner and greener energy
future. As we step into this new
chapter, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to Excellence, Safety,
Innovation, Customer focus and
Sustainability in every facet of
our operations and deliver on
the national priority of increas-
ing the share of natural gas in
India’s Energy Mix.

Mohit Bhatia, IGL Direc-
tor (Commercial), thanked the
dignitaries and stakeholders
for their guidance and support,
acknowledging their role in
enabling IGL to achieve excel-
lence and contribute to India’s
energy security and sustainable
growth. MPOST
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OIL, GAIL (India) Ltd sign MoU to
boost natural gas collaboration

The MoU was executed by Director (Marketing), GAIL
(India) Ltd and Director (Operations), Oil India Ltd

NEW DELHI: Oil India Ltd
(OIL) on Tuesday signed a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with GAIL (India)
Ltd to strengthen cooperation
across the natural gas value
chain and unlock synergies for
expanding access to cleaner
energy across the country.

The MoU was executed by
Director (Marketing), GAIL,
and Director (Operations), OIL
in the presence of Secretary,
Ministry of Petroleum & Natu-
ral Gas (MoPNG), AS, MoPNG,
J5 (GP), MoPNG, CMD-GAIL,
and CMD-OIL.

On this occasion, Secretary,
MoPNG, stated that the MoU is
a timely step towards enhanc-

‘MoU is a timely
step towards
enhancing domestic
gas availability and
ensuring its seamless
access to demand
centres across India’

ing domestic gas availability and
ensuring its seamless access to
demand centres across India.
He emphasized that collabora-
tions such as this between OIL
and GAIL are crucial in real-
ising the Government's vision
of a gas-based economy and

in accelerating the country’s
energy transition.

Speaking on the occasion,
CMD, GAIL stated that the col-
laboration would contribute
to enhancing national energy
security, expa.nding access to
natural gas and supporting the
Government’s vision of cleaner,
sustainable energy for all. CMD,
OIL said that the MoU repre-
sentsa signiﬁca_nt step in lever-
aging OILs upstream strengths
alongside GAILs proven exper-
tise in marketing and gas dis-
tribution infrastructure to
accelerate the country’s prog-
ress towards a gas-based econ-
omy while creating value for all
stakeholders. MPOST
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Oil India:

@ Qil India (OIL) signed an
Mol with GAIL (India) to
strengthen cooperation
across the natural gas value
chain and unlock synergies
for expanding access to
cleaner energy across the
country.

® The Mol is a timely step
towards enhancing domestic
gas availability and ensuring
its seamless access to
demand centres across
India. Collaborations such as
this between OIL and GAIL
are crucial in realizing the
Government's vision of a
gas-based economy and in
accelerating the country's
energy transition.



US energy giants eye
India LNG network

NEW DELHI

S energy giants Exxon-
U Mobil Corp. and Chev-
ron Corp. are eying
entry into India’s LNG infra-
structure business, including
terminals and pipelines, said
two people intheknow, evenas
the two nations look to thrash
out differences over New
Delhi’s Russian oil imports.
“American energy compa-
nies such as Exxon and Chev-
ron are looking atinvesting in
the gas infrastructure space
here and directly selling their
product,” said the first person
quoted earlier, speakinganon-
ymously. “The gas space in
India hasbeengrowing signifi-
cantly and the prospects are
good with the government’s
plans toexpand the adoption of
natural gas, thereby attracting
global interest.”

Indiais the world's fourth
largest LNG importer. sLoomBerG

Theirinterest coincides with
US pressure on India to cut
Russian energy imports and
increase American supplies.
India, the world's fourth-larg-
est LNGimporter, meetsabout
half of its natural gas require-
mentwith shipments from the
US and Qatar. The twoarerais-
ing LNG capacities, and ana-
lysts expect an oversupply of
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US giants eye India’s LNG infra market
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thefuelby2028. The potential
glutcanbeabsorbed by Indiaas
the government targets
increasing the share of gas in
the country’s total energy mix
from around 7% to 15% by
2030.

So far, the US giants have
beensupplying liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) to Indian energy
majors, including IndianOil
Corp. and GAIL (India) Ltd.
Their potential entry into the
gasinfrastructure business will
pit them against Indian public
sector competitors.

“Theissue of US-based com-
panies showing their interest
has emerged during ongoing
talksat various levels over set-
ting up oil and gas facilities in
India. Discussions are under-
waywithconcemedstakehold-
ers and line ministries to take
the matter forward,” said the
second person quoted above,
speaking on the condition of
anonymity.

Queries emailed to Exxon-
Mobil, the US embassy in New
Delhiand the union ministries
of petroleum and commerce
remained unanswered till press
time. A Chevron spokesperson
said: “We do not commenton
market rumour and specula-
tion as a matter of long-stand-
ingpolicy.”

“Given India’s burgeoning
energy demand, it'simportant
to source energy, including
LNG fromall possible sources,”
said Gaurav Moda, partner and
leader for energy at EY-Par-
thenon India. “Further, more
than competition to incumbent
players, more global playersin
fact may help developing the
market as India’sgas marketis

The US giants have so far been supplying LNG to Indian energy

majors, including IndianOil Corp. and GAIL (India) Ltd.

stillina growing phaseand has
aconsiderably longtime period
tosaturate.”

India and the US have
resumed negotiations on the
trade pact after President
Donald Trump imposed 50%
tariffs on domestic exports to
the American market. US tariff
onIndiaincludes

Russia.

“The talks remain on track,
and Indian negotiators are in
discussionswith their UScoun-
terparts to take the necessary
stepstoshape it intoa mutually
beneficial bilateral trade agree-
ment.” the first person said.

India currently has seven

operational LNG

a25% penaltyon  Shell was thefirst  terminals with a
New Delhi for global energy cumulative capac-
buying Russian  companytotake ity of 47 million
oil, a sticking complete control metric tonnes per
point repeatedly and operate an annum (mmtpa)
highlighted by PRI andabout 25,000
the Trump LNG te"!."nal U] km of gas pipe-
administration. India lines supplying to

Mint reported city gas distribu-
on 25 September tors and indus-

that the US has asked Indiato
give an assurance, possibly in
writing, thatitwill taperits pur-
chasesof Russian oiland boost
imports of American crude
before atrade dealbetween the
twonations can be finalized.
Despite increasing their
sourcing of energy supplies
from the US, Indian refiners
have maintained imports from

tries. The seven operational
LNG terminals include Dahej
and Kochi operated by Pet-
ronet LNG; Hazira terminal
operated by global energy
major Shell; Dabhol operated
by Konkan LNG Ltd; Ennore
operated by IndianOil LNG Pvt
Ltd; Mundra terminal operated
by GSPCLNG Ltd; and Dhamra
operated by AdaniTotal Gas

Ltd.

Petronetisthe joint venture
of state-run GAIL, Bharat
Petroleum Corp., Indian Oil
Corp. and Oiland Natural Gas
Corp., while Konkan LNG isa
subsidiary of GAIL. GSPCLNG
isajoint venture of the Gujarat
and Union government enti-
ties, along with Adani Enter-
prises Ltd.

Shell was the first global
energy company to take com-
plete control and operate an
LNG terminal in India. French
major TotalEnergies entered in
apartnership with Adani Group.

According to the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB),anadditional
10 mmtpa gascapacity isnear-
ing completion at Chhara and
Jaffrabad. Several land-based
terminals and floating storage
and regasification units are in
various stages of planningand
implementation at Jaigarh,
Gangavaram, Kakinada, and
Krishnapattanam, which will
add 19.2 mmtpa capacity.

“Completion of theseplanned
capacities and expansions will
require additional pipeline
infrastructure and majorcapital
investments,” the regulator
noted inaDecemberreport.

Indiaimported about 16 mil-
liontonnesof LNG, considered
a cleaner fuel compared to
crude oiland coal, inthe Janu-
ary to August period, growing
10%overa yearearlier,accord-
ing toship-tracking datacom-
piled by Bloomberg. The US is
among thetop three suppliers
of LNG to India, along with
Qatarand the UAE.
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