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MGL to Expand
into CBG, LNG
& EV Segments

Kalpana.Pathak
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: In a bid to diversify
its portfolio, state-run city gas
distributor (CGD) Mahanagar
Gas Ltd(MGL)isplanningtoex-
pand into business areas other
than city gad distribution
(CGD), asenior executive said.

The company is planning to
enter the compressed biogas
(CBG) segment, the electric ve-
hicles market, equipment ma-
nufacturing for CGD compani-
es and retailing LNG as fuel for
long-haul transportation.

"We have some cash on our ba-
lance sheet and we would like to
expandour portfolioin terms of
seeing how we can make its best
use,” said Ashu Shinghal, ma-
naging director, MGL. "Our net
worth isaround 74,000 crore. We
are a zero-debt company, so we
canalsotakealoanincaserequ-
ired," added Shinghal.

Last month, MGL acquired 100
percent shareholding of Uni-
son Enviro Pvt. Ltd. (UEPL) for
531 crore to enter new geograp-
hical areas for pursuing inorga-
nic growth opportunities. MGL
said Unison Enviro would beco-
me a subsidiary and would be
rebranded.
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PROPOSED GREEN PORTS POLICY

Truckers may Get
Clean Energy Sops

Aim is to lower carbon emission by 30% by 30

Twesh.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India is likely to offer in-
centives to fleet owners for adoption
of CNG, LNG, electricorgreen hydro-
gen-powered trucks as part of the
proposed green ports policy. The mo-
ve is aimed at reducing the intensity
of emissions at major ports, a senior
government official told ET.

India currently has 12 major ports
that handle around half of the count-

Going Green
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ry’s total cargo movement. Each ma-
jor port has been asked to establish at
least one LNG bunkering station by
2030 and have an adeguate number of
EV charging stations in port campu-
ses or nearby by 2025.

Major ports come under the admi-
nistrative control of the shipping
ministry, while the remaining ports
(called non-major) come under the
state governments and their mariti-
me boards.

“Key interventions include pro-
mpting use of renewable energy, re-
ducing air emissions, optimising wa-
ter usage, improving solid waste ma-
nagement and lowering carbon emis-
sion per tonne of cargo handled by
30% by 2030, and 70% by 2047,” the of-
ficial quoted above said.

Ports will also berequired to incre-
asethegreencovertocapturethefu-
gitive emissions and attenuate the
noise generated in the port surro-
undings. This will be done by carry-
ing out effective plantations and de-
veloping landscapes with a goal to
increase green belt by over 20% by
2030 and by 33% by 2047.

They will have to make efforts to
achieve the target for electrifica-
tion of vehicles and ports equip-
ment. Port equipment sea electrifi-
cation levels need to reach 50% by
2030 and 90% by 2047. It has been sta-
ted that green ammonia bunkers
and refuelling facilities shall be es-
tablished at all major ports by 2035.
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Amid refinery stir, Maha
industries mm meets Pawar

Prafulla Marpakwar &
Priyanka Kakodkar | Tnn

Mumbai: A day after local
protests flared up against
the proposed refinery pro-
ject in Ratnagiri's Barsu vil-
lage, industries minister
Uday Samant met NCP chief
Sharad Pawar and later an-
nounced that the district ad-
ministration would hold a
meeting with thevillagersto
clear misunderstandings
about the project.

The meeting comes a day
after Pawar spoke to Samant
on the phone. “I responded to
his queries and assured him
that the administration is
keen on convincing the vil-
lagers,” said Samant. Chief
minister Eknath Shinde had
also spoken to Pawar, he said.

Samant said district au-
thorities in Ratnagiri will
hold a meeting with 300-350
villagers on Thursday and
make a detailed presenta-
tion. “All the villagers are
not opposed to the project.
There are also those who
support the project. We-
...want to convince the pro-
testers,” Samant said.

Pawar said dtscontentment
appears to be brewing among
the villagers and the government
must take serious note of
people’s sentiments

Samant clarified that on-
ly soil testing was underway
at the site and the result
would determine whether
the project would be located
there. “No survey is being
conducted. Soil testing is un-
derway. Only after that can
the company decide if the
project can be located there.
Things are at a very prelimi-
nary stage,” he said. He said
women who were part of the
protest on Tuesday had been
accompanied totheirhomes.

Meanwhile, Pawar said,
“In my opinion, before un-

dertakingamajor project, the
administration must under-
stand the views of the villag-
ers. If they are against the
project, then efforts should be
made foravia-media.”

Pawar said discontent-
ment appears to be brewing
among the villagers. The
government must take seri-
ous note of people's senti-
ments, NCP chief said.

“If a new formula comes
out, it will be a happy situa-
tion. If there is no solution,
dialogue must be held with
the agitating villagers. Take
the local villagers into confi-
dence for finding out a solu-
tion,” Pawar said.

Pawar said the opposi-
tion has been pointing out
that major industries have
been shifting to other states,
and that the Konkan region
was being neglected.

“Undersuch circumstanc-
es, it is the responsibility of
the government to under-
stand the woes of local villag-
ers. Efforts should be made to
clear their misunderstand-
ings and if there isaneed, an
alternate site should be
found,” Pawarsaid.
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going to Ratnagirirefinery site

SNS & AGENCIES
RATNAGIRI, 26 APRIL

As hundreds of villagers con-
tinued their protest for the third
day, the Maharashtra Police
have banned theentry of sev-
eral Shiv Sena (UBT) leaders
to theproposed giant Ratna-
giri Refinery & Petrochemicals
Ltd, coming up with Arab
help near Barsu, officialssaid
here on Wednesday.

Notices have been served
on various Sena (UUBT) lead-
ers, including MP Vinayak
Raut and the party's district
chiefVilas R. Chalke and oth-
ers, asking them not to pro-
ceed to Barsu as a potential
law and order situation could
arise.

lgnoringthe government's
pleas Raut and others have
decided to travel to Barsu
and meet the agitation villagers
today. Taking a tough stance,
the Ratnagiri Police have
extended the prohibitory
orders in the RRP Lsite vicin-
ity till May 31 in view of the
dronesurveyand land drilling
works taken up there.

The prohibitoryordersare
applicable within one km of
Barsu, Panhale, Dhopesh-
war, Goval, Varchiwadi-Goval,

The States

i

-

Khalchiwadi-Goval, and those
flouting them shall be
penalised, said the Police
Inspector Vineet Chaudhary.
The Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi leaders have urged
theruling Shiv Sena-Bharatiya
Janata Party government to
exercise resiraint, call off the
soil survey and testing and
allow the villagers theirright
to protest against the project
in the lush coastal belt.
Congress's Nana Patole,
Balasaheb Thorat, Atul Lond-
he, Nationalist Congress
Party's Leader of Opposition
{Assembly) Ajit Pawar, Jayant
Patil, Sena (UBT)'s Leader of
Opposition (Council) Ambadas
Danve, Aditya Thackeray,
Sanjay Raut, Vinayak Raut, Anil
Parab, CPI (M) and other par-
ties' leaders have strongly
castigated the government

Thu, 27 April 2023
ey https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/72277610

for tryingto crush thevillagers’
protests.

However, B]P's Deputy
CM Devendra Fadnavis said
that irres pective of the protests,
there's no going back and
"the RRPL project will come
up in thestate at the proposed
location”.

Sena’s Industry Minister
has said that it was the MVA
aovernment headed by ex-CM
Uddhav Thackeray which
had suggested the Barsuloca-
tion and accused the Oppo-
sition of playing political
games.

Protests and a political
slugfest again hitthe planned
Rs 300,000-crore RRPL mega-
venture - promotedbyIOCL,
HPCL and BPCL -comingup
in Rajapur taluka with help of
Saudi ARAMCO and Abu
Dhabi National Oil Compa-
ny, and would be world's
biggest single locationrefin-
ery.
The RRPL project will be
barely kms from the pro-
posed world'slargest ] aitapur
Nuclear Power Plant (INPP)
in Ratnagiri, which has also
beenmired in controversies,
strong opposition and protests
by the locals since over a

decade.



BUSINESS STANDARD, Delhi,

27.4.2023

Page No. 4, Size:(39.32)cms X (19.79)cms.

Govtstickingto target of 5K CBG plants by 24-25

SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY
New Delhi, 26 April

The launch of 200 small-scale com-
pressed biogas (CBG) projects,
state-led growth, and higher com-
mercial sale rates, along with a host
of separate policy measures, can
still boost a key central scheme to
push up CBG production in India,
the government believes.

Top officials from the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG) recently told industry
stakeholders at a meeting in Delhi
that it will not scale back the target
of setting up 5,000 commercial
CBG plants by 2024-25 under the
Sustainable Alternative Towards
Affordable Transport (SATAT)
scheme.

Launched in 2018, SATAT aims
at incentivising the production of
CBG from various biomass sources.
But the scheme has lagged behind
targets, with the country only being
able to establish 46 CBG plants so
far. This may change soon, said offi-
cials. Officials told the Global
Conference on CBG last week that
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CBG sales have started from more
than 100 retail outlets nationwide.
The government will also discuss
effective offtake guarantees on CBG
and bio-manure, as well as low-cost
financing, fiscal incentives, and a
carbon accounting system, they
said. States are also expected to take
the lead in finalising projects from
now on, they said.

Case in point, the Union
Territory administration in
Ladakh has unveiled plans for set-
ting up 200 CBG plants and 300
community and cluster-based bio-
gas plants.

Workin progress

Officials expressed hope that a large
number of plants are set to go live
soon, given that long-term com-
mercial agreement for the procure-
ment of CBG by oil and gas market-
ing companies.

MOoPNG has issued policy guide-
lines for commingling of CBG with
natural gas in city gas distribution
(CGD) networks, while the Reserve
Bank of India has included CBG
projects under priority sector lend-
ing, they told Business Standard.

“We are working to facilitate the
setting up of as many as 200 CBG

projects under the umbrella of the
GOBARdhan (Galvanizing Organic
Bio-Agro Resources dhan) scheme.
An announcement will be made
soon,” an official said.

Launched in 2018, the
GOBARdhan scheme aims at man-
aging and converting cattle dung
and solid waste in farms into com-
post, biogas, and bio-compressed
natural gas (CNG).

Also, the Central Pollution
Control Board has included CBG
plants under its ‘white category’
status, clubbing them with other
industries which are practically

non-polluting, the official added.
This excuses plants from seeking
green clearances.

Commercial CBG procurement
prices may also be raised soon, offi-
cials hinted. A primary request of
the producer industry, minimum
procurement prices for the gas were
last raised in June 2022 to I54 per
kilogram.

Slow, notsteady

The government is refocusing its
approach to the scheme, officials
had told Business Standard in
October 2022. Subsequently, in
December, the parliamentary
standing committee on piped natu-
ral gas noted that the scheme was
“pburdened by lack of clarity, proce-
dural hurdles, and has not
enthused investors and entrepre-
neurs to come forward to set up
CBG plants”.

The committee had also recom-
mended that the petroleum min-
istry should set up a panel to review
the letters of intent (Lols) issued so
far and also issue guidelines for
fresh Lols.
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INDIA'S INTERESTS IN EQUITY OIL

The 'equity oil' issue got
highlighted recently, after
India faced the double
whammy of spike in ol
prices following the

decision by Opec+ nations

to cut production and
Russia's Rosneft stating it
will give dividends, not
equity oil, to India. For
India, which imports 87%
of its oil needs, equity oil is
key a energy-security tool.
Manish Gupta takes alook

What is equity oil?
EQUITY OILIS the share of oil
production thataninvestoris
entitled to receive based on their
ownership stake in an oil field. Ifa
company owns a 20% stake in an ol
field which produces 100,000
barrels of oil per day, the company is
entitled to receive 20,000 barrels of
oil per day as its share of production.
It ensures availability and reduces
uncertainty. Equity oil helps a country
secureareliable supply and partially
protectsitfrom geopolitical risksin
terms of oil supply. Energy security isa
major concern for India, and investing
in cilassetsabroad s a strategic move
to ensure oilavailability and support
the country's economic growth. India
started investingin cil assets abroad
in the 1990s. Some ofthese earn
dividends, while other investments
are for equity oil.

DOMESTIC CRUDE
OILPRODUCTION
INFY15

29.2MT

DOMESTIC CRUDE
OILPRODUCTION
INFYZ3

$146.6 bn

VALUE OF IMPORT
OFCRUDE OIL
INFY23

IMPORTED CRUDEIN
INDIAN BASKETIN FY23

How effective has equity-oil strategy been

THOUGH THE STRATEGY is

sound, itis yetto prove beneficial
for the Indian oil sector.
Investments in equity oil do
secure long-term crude oil
suppliesfor the country and
reduce India’s dependence on
thevolatile international oil
markets, at least for the amount of
oil under agreement in equity

deals. However, considering the
country's total requirement, these
investments are quite low and are
far from having any meaningful

stabilising effect on india's energy

security.
India’s biggest equity-oil

investor, OVL, gets six million

barrels whereas the yearly
requirement is about 235 million

Why India needs equity oil

WITH LIMITED DOMESTIC oil reserves
and falling production, India is the world's
third-largest oil importer, which makes it
vulnerable to fluctuations in global oil
prices and supply disruptions. Ironically,
since 2015, when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi exhorted stakeholders to reduce
import dependence, domestic crude oil
productionhas fallen by about 19%—
from 35.9 milliontonne in FY15t0 29.2
million tonne in FY 23.

Import dependence, instead offalling
from 77% in 2015 to 67% by 2022 as Modi
had wished, shot up to 87% in FY23. And,
the import bill rose 30% to nearly $147
billion in FY23. No new oil blocks were
awarded in most part of the last decade.
State-run ONGC, India's largest oil and
gas producer, hasn’t made any major
recovery after the drying up of Bombay
High as higher dividends constrain its
cash reservesand capex.

India’s equity-oil
investments

ONGCVIDESH (OVL),
the overseas arm of
India's Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation
(ONGC), has the
biggest stakes in
foreign oil fields,
particularly in Russia,
Braziland
Mozambigue. GVL has
stakes in 33 oil and gas
projects in 15 countries
— Azerbaijan (two
projects), Bangladesh
(twa), Brazil (twa),
Colombia (five), Iran
(one), Irag (one), Libya
(one), Mozambique
(one), Myanmar (six),
Russia (three), South
Sudan (two), Syria
(two), UAE (one),
Venezuela (two) and
Vietnam (two).

The company, asper
its website, adoptsa
balanced portfolio
approach and
maintainsa
combination of
producing, discovered,
exploration and
pipeline assets. Other
Indian companieslike
Qil India, BPCLand
I0CL have also made
investments in a few
countries, including
Sudan, the UK and
Peru.These are both
equity and debt
investments.

27.4.2023

tonne. Apart from theinvestments
being small, thereare other factors
such as geopolitical risks, unstable
oil prices, and operational
challenges.

Attimes, Indiahas been
elbowed out by the Chinesein
acquisition of these assets. A
decade ago, Indialostto Chinain
Kazakhstan, on the giant Kashagan

oil-field—India was looking to buy
a 8.4% stake from ConocoPhillips.
Generally, theseresource-rich hot
spots have high geopolitical risks.
india’s investments in Sudan
and Venezuela have faced political
instability and sanctions affecting
the supply of oil. Now, the assetsin
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Sudan and Russiaare facmg
challenges
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SBl seeks oildatato

avoid sanctionrisk

Given its large exposure to the US, SBI aims to avoid penalties

Utpal Bhaska

Utpélit;@li;émiht.com
NEW DELHI

tate Bank of India (SBI) is
taking all measures to
avoid violating US sanc-
tions by inadvertently

processing payments for

Indian oil refiners that may have
purchased Russian oil above the
S60 per barrel price cap set by a
US-led coalition. To mitigate the
risk, India’s largest lender has
requested data on purchasing pri-
cesfromrefiners such asIndian Oil
Corp., Bharat Petroleum Corp. Ltd,
and Hindustan Petroleum Corp.
Ltd, two people familiar with the
mattersaid.

Givenitssignificant exposure to
the US, SBlaimsto avoid any penal-
ties from the US treasury depart-
ment's Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC). The ban on Rus-
sian crude oil came intoeffect on5
December for maritime transporta-
tion, and 5 February for transporta-
tion of all petroleum products. “SBI
has asked for a break-up that con-
firms that Indian refiners are buy-
ing oil below the $60 per barrel
price cap. They are doing it given
the stringent sanctions under the
OFAC of the US treasury depart-
ment. The OFAC directive is agnos-

To mitigate the risk, India’s largest lender has requested data on
purchasing prices from refiners such as10C., BPCL, and HPCL

India's oil imports from Russia
since price cap imposition (in $ mn)
3,351.62
3,350+ ——

[

3,050 — e B :
Dec2022 Jan2023 Feb2023

Note: Price cap was imposed in December
Source: Ministry of commerce and industry

India's ol importsin FY23
(million tonnes)

23

216

21

17

= April 2022
Sources: Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell

GROWING APPETITE
THE development - RUSSIAN crudehas - INDIA will buy even if
comesamid surging  : helped India meetits : prices cross price cap,

India-Russia trade

ticabout the currency in which the
payments are made, including
United Arab Emirates dirhams. As
of now, thereisno problem,” said a
government official, one of the two
people cited above requesting ano-
nvmity.

The development comes amid
surging India-Russia trade, which

- growingfueldemand * the FMsaid recently

SARVESH KUMAR SHARMA/MINT

reached arecord $45 billion in the 11
months till February 2023, with
Indian imports of Russian oil alone
accounting for $27 billion, making
Russia the second-largest oil sup-
plier to India after Iraq.

“We have been buying crude oil

TURNTO PAGE 6
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SBI seeks Russian
oil data to mitigate
US sanctions risk

FROM PAGE1

below the price cap. Wedon't
have any problem with the
term contracts that we have. In
addition, we arealso buyinga
lot of Russian oil in the spot
market,” the government offi-
cial said, requesting anonym-
itv.Inthe backdrop of finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s
recent statement that India
could buy Russian oil even if
prices neared or crossed the
$60 per barrel cap, a senior
executive at an Indian state-
runrefinerconfirmed that the
price cap had not been
breached, and payments for
Russian crude oil have been
proceeding,

Russia has emerged as a sig-
nificant supplier to India, the
world’s third-largest oil
importer, asitoffers discounted
oil amid the Ukraine conflict.
With India reliant on imports
for87% ofitsoil needsand 55%
ofits natural gasrequirements,
Russian oil has helped the
country meet its growing
demand for petro-

Russian crude oil has helped
India meet its growing
demand for fuel.

MINT

according to data from the
Petroleum Planning and Anal-

ysis Cell of the oil ministry.
Queriessent tospokespeo-
ple for SBI, Indian Oil Corp.,
Bharat Petroleum Corp. Ltd,
Hindustan Petroleum Corp.,
Navara Energy Ltd, Reliance
Industries Ltd and India's
petroleum and natural gas
ministry went unanswered at
the time of writing.India, a
crucial Asian refining hub,
boasts an

leum prod- India'simports of installed capacity
ucts."The price  ojl and petroleum of over 249.36
cap has not been products rose million tonnes
breached, and 30%to $209.6 perannum (mtpa)
payments for Rus- P across 23 refiner-
sian crude oil have bl"IOI:‘ n P23, ies and plans to
been taking place. accord:;%ato 8OVt i crease this to

Had thatbeen the
case, the pay- =
mentswould have
stopped,” said a senior execu-
tive at an Indian state-run
refiner, requestinganonymity.
Russian oil has helped India
meet its growing demand for
fuel, with 222 million tonnesof
petroleum products con-
sumed in FY23, a 10.2%
increase from a year earlier.
India’s imports of oil and
petroleum products rose 30%
to $209.6 billion in FY23,

400 mtpa by
: 2025. Major

Indian refiners
include Indian Oil Corp., Bha-
rat Petroleum Corp., Hindu-
stan Petroleum Corp., Nayara
Energy Ltd, and Reliance
Industries Ltd.

The US-led sanctions, sup-
ported by G7 countries, the
European Union, and Austra-
lia, seeks to cap Russian crude
oil prices to restrict Russia's
revenue and hinderits ability
to finance the war in Ukraine.



India’s largest lender
has requested data
on purchasing prices
from refiners

Utpal Bhaskar
Utpal.b@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: State Bank of India
(SBI) is taking measures to
avoid violating US sanctions by
inadvertently processing pay-
ments for Indian oil refiners
that may have purchased Rus-
sian oil above the $60 per barrel
price cap set by a US-led coali-
tion. To mitigate the risk, India’s
largest lender has requested
data on purchasing prices from
refiners such as Indian Oil
Corp., Bharat Petroleum Corp.
Ltd, and Hindustan Petroleum
Corp. Ltd, two people familiar
with the matter said.

Given its significant exposure
to the US, SBI aims to avoid any
penalties from the US treasury
department’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC). The ban
on Russian crude oil came into
effect on 5 December for mari-
time transportation, and 5 Feb-
ruary for seaborne transporta-
tion of petroleum products. “SBI
has asked for a break-up that
confirms that Indian refiners
are buying oil below the $60 per
barrel price cap. They are doing
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SBI takes measures to avoid US
sanctions on Indian oil refiners

The development comes amid surging India-Russia trade, which reached a record $45bnin the 11

months till February 2023, with Indian imports of Russian oil alone accounting for $27 bn.

it given the stringent sanctions
under the OFAC of the US trea-
sury department. The OFAC
directive is agnostic about the
currency in which the payments
are made, including United
Arab Emirates dirhams. As of
now, there is no problem,” said
a government official, one of the
two people cited above request-
ing anonymity.

The development comes
amid surging India-Russia

trade, which reached a record
$45 billion in the 11 months till
February 2023, with Indian
imports of Russian oil alone
accounting for $27 billion, mak-
ing Russia the second-largest oil
supplier to India after Iraq.
“We have been buying crude
oil below the price cap. We
don’t have any problem with
the term contracts that we have.
In addition, we are also buying a
lot of Russian oil in the spot

REUTERS

market,” the government offi-
cial said, requesting anonymity.
In the backdrop of finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman’s
recent statement that India
could buy Russian oil even if
prices neared or crossed the $60
per barrel cap, a senior execu-
tive at an Indian state-run
refiner confirmed that the price
cap had not been breached, and
payments for Russian crude oil
have been proceeding.

Russia has emerged as a sig-
nificant supplier to India, the
world’s third-largest oil
importer, as it offers discounted
oil amid the Ukraine conflict.
With India reliant on imports
for 87% of its oil needs and 55%
of its natural gas requirements,
Russian oil has helped the
country meet its growing
demand for petroleum prod-
ucts.

“The price cap has not been
breached, and payments for
Russian crude oil have been tak-
ing place. Had that been the
case, the payments would have
stopped,” said a senior execu-
tive at an Indian state-run
refiner, requesting anonymity.

Russian oil has helped India
meet its growing demand for
fuel, with 222 million tonnes of
petroleum products consumed
in FY23,a10.2% increase froma
year earlier.

India’s imports of oil and
petroleum products rose 30% to
$209.6 billion in FY23, accord-
ing to data from the Petroleum
Planning and Analysis Cell of
the oil ministry.

Queries sent to spokespeople
for SBI, Indian Oil Corp., Bharat
Petroleum Corp. Ltd, Hindustan
Petroleum Corp., Nayara Energy
Ltd, Reliance Industries Ltd and
India’s petroleum and natural
gas ministry went unanswered
at the time of writing.
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Will talk to those opposing Ratnagiri project, says
Maharashtra Minister after meeting Sharad Pawar

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

A day after the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
demanded the suspension
of soil survey work for the
multi-billion dollar Ratna-
giri Refinery and Petro-
chemical Limited at Barsu
in Ratnagiri district follow-
ing protests by villagers,
Maharashtra Industries Mi-
nister Uday Samant on
Wednesday met National-
ist Congress Party (NCP)
chief Sharad Pawar in
Mumbai and briefed him
about the situation.

Mr. Pawar said while

they did not oppose any
project that was expected
to benefit the people of the
Konkan region, one could
not ignore the intensity of
locals’ opposition to a par-
ticular project.

“It is important to un-
derstand why the locals
are opposing and a need
on the part of authorities
to have a dialogue with
them. If their demands are
legitimate, then there is a
need to find an alternative
site for the project,” Mr. Pa-
war said after meeting Mr.
Samant.

Villagers are protesting
against the project and the

Mationalist Congress Party
chief Sharad Pawar addressing
a press conference in Mumbai
on Wednesday. ANI

MVA coalition is support-
ing them. Ratnagiri police
have arrested 111 people,
most of them women, dur-
ing the protest. In Febru-
ary,

Marathi newspaper
journalist Shashikant War-
ishe was mowed down by
an SUV allegedly driven by
land broker Pandharinath
Amberkar, a supporter of
the project, while the vic-
tim was extensively report-
ing on the issues related to
the setting up of the unit.

When asked about the
Shinde-Fadnavis govern-
ment’s claims that it was
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhav Thackeray who
suggested Barsu as an alter-
native site for project in-
stead of Nanar, when he
was the Chief Minister, Mr.
Pawar said he was not

aware of that.

Mr. Samant assured to
hold dialogues with the lo-
cals on Thursday.

He also clarified that
there was no survey being
conducted at Barsu, and
only soil testing was being
conducted to know if the
project could come up
there.

“This is a very prelimin-
ary stage. The government
will speak to the villagers.
We are in favour of having

dialogue,” he said.
Meanwhile, Shiv Sena
(UBT) has decided to

launch an agitation against
the proposed project.
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