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Gas, ASolid Opportunity

w . a
Kaustubh Verma &
Soumyasree Chakraborty

Despite much buzz around us being
apparently living in the ‘Golden Age of
Gas’, gas still comprises about 6% of
India’s primary energy mix. Specifical-
ly, compressed natural gas (CNG)
accounts for about 3% of annual vehicle
sales. Similarly, only about1crore
households use piped natural gas (PNG)
versus about 31 crore active domestic
LPG connections.

CNG and PNG have an important role
toplay in India’s journey towards1
billion tonnes of cumulative emission
reduction by 2030. While the decarboni-
sation pathway for transportation lays
much emphasis on EVs, fleet sub-
stitution is a long-drawn process. Lo-
wer-emitting CNG, a well-established
network in large cities, and a commer-
cially scalable model can offer a great
alternative. Similarly, PNG isa stronger
decarbonisation option than LPG, with
additional consumer convenience and
distribution ease.

Gol's introduction of anew pricing
formula for domestic natural gason the
basis of recommendations of the Kirit
Parikh committee is a significant
development to boost to CNG-PNG. The
new formula links domestic gas prices
tothecrude basket with a ceiling,
thereby reducing input gas costs for city
gasdistribution (CGD) companies,
which were highly stressed due to high
global gas prices after the Russia-
Ukraine war broke out.

Almost all CGD companies reacted to
the new pricing formula by slashing gas
prices. But this isalso a significant
window of opportunity for them to
think across the value chain on how to
unlock competitive advantage. Hereare

five key moves CGD companies should
focuson to seize the moment:

0 A customer-first mindset: CNG has
been a supply-led growth journey sofar,
with impetus coming from regulations
targeted towards improving air quality
inmetros. CGD companies must now
shift to a customer-led model with
customised targeting strategies for
different customer segments to make
CNG the preferred fuel.

For example, for the private four-
wheeler segment, CNG seems to lose out
to petrol as a ‘less classy’ alternative.
Companies should now promote CNG
asan economic and sustainable alterna-
tive through a combination of above-
the-line (ATL) and digital marketingto
tap into this segment.

@ Accelerate ecosystem partnerships:
Collaborations and partnerships are
key for CGD companies to grow the
market. This can be with original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to
solve customer pain points, like paucity
of boot space in CNG vehicles, lack of
CNG automatic variants, etc, with
sustainability-focused brands. In the
2023 Auto Expo, Tata Motors showcased
Altroz and Punch CNG variants with
enhanced boot space using ‘twin cylin-
der technology’. More such innovations
need to happen and much faster:

® Aggressive network build-out to
expand coverage: In 2018, petroleum and
natural gas minister Dharmendra

Pradhan had set a target of establishing
10,000 CNG stations in 10 vears. Five
years later; only about 3,300 stations
have been added. CGD companies need
to quickly accelerate network expan-
sion with the Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB)criti-
cally evaluating progress and conside-
ring geographical area (GA)realloca-
tion accordingly. An integrated digital
stack at the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) can monitor the nationwide
build-outof the gas grid and CGD
infrastructure toensure the highest
level of focus.

@ Gobold ondigital and data: Energy
has traditionally been a lagging sector
toadopt digital, CGD being no excep-
tion. With legacy apps and systems,
CGD companies either don't capture
customer data or don’t know how to
leverage it. But exponential benefits in
terms of customer engagement and
internal efficiency improvement exist
in investing in digital technologies like
real-time apps for the customersand
dealers, AI/ML-based demand forecas-
ting models, advanced network plan-
ning models, etc. A greatexample is the
Petronas Setel app that has grown tobe
the one-stop shop for customers to
manage fuelling, EV charging, parking
as well asshopping.

© Think beyond fuel: The age of hydro-
carbons is waning. To diversify beyond
fuel, CGD companies need tostrategi-
cally think ‘where to play’ and ‘how to
win’. They can leverage existing custo-
mer relationships to enter retail busi-
nesses like household services and
microfinance, or become an integrated
energy provider covering renewable
energy, biofuels and electric charging,
oreven explore new frontiers like
logistics.

Overall, these are exciting times for
CGD companies with limitless possibili-
ties toaccelerate their own growth, while
contributing to the energy security and

© sustainability agenda of the country.

[ ; Verma is managing director-partner;
- T and Chakraborty is project leader;
Boston Consulting Group
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Govt sees risks to growth amid
OPEC cuts and El Nino concerns

Gulveen Aulakh &
Gireesh Chandra Prasad

gulveen.aulakh@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The finance minis-
try on Tuesday flagged the
downside risks to the official
forecast of 6.5% economic
growth rate in FY24 arising
from oil production cut by the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC),
troubles in the financial sector
in developed markets impeding
cash flows and elevated risks to
the monsoon rains from El Nino
which could impact farm out-
put and prices.

“We reiterate that downside
risks to our official forecast of
6.5% for real GDP growth in
FY24 dominate upside risks.
OPEC's surprise production cut
has seen oil pricesrise in April,
off their lows of low-seventies
per barrel in March. Further
troubles in the financial sector
in advanced nations can
increase risk aversion in finan-
cial markets and impede capital
flows. Forecasts of El Nino, at

Finance ministryina report
said forecasts of El Nino, at the
margin, have elevated the risks
to Indian monsoon rains.

the margin, have elevated the
risks to Indian monsoon rains,”
the finance ministry said in its
monthly economic review for
March 2023.

This comes close on the heels
of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) predicting earlier
this month that the Indian econ-
omy would grow 5.9% in FY24,
down 0.2% from its January
estimate, owing to turmoil in
the financial system which will

in turn hurt global growth.

The ministry said that while
FY23 had been strong for the
economy which is estimated to
grow at 7%, higher than the
trend rate and the growth of the
other major economies, despite
the tailwind of the pandemic
and the headwind of the geo-po-
litical conflict intertwining to
escalate global economic uncer-
tainty.

Growing macroeconomic sta-
bility, as seen in the improved
current account deficit, easing
inflation pressure, and a bank-
ing system strong enough to
survive the increase in policy
rates, has made the growth rate
further sustainable.

“With the April 2023 update
of the WEO projecting India to
be the fastest-growing economy
in FY24, it is likely to be under-
pinned by even more robust sta-
bility in the macroeconomic
variables,” it noted.

The estimate of 6.5% growth
rate is in line with the World
Bank estimate of 6.3% and ADB
estimate of 6.4% for FY24.
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Govt sees risks to growth amid
OPEC cuts, El Nino concerns

FinMin flagged downside risks to the official forecast of 6.5% economic growth rate

Gulveen Aulakh & Gireesh Chandra Prasad

he finance ministry on Tuesday flagged

the downside risks to the official fore-

cast of 6.5% economic growth rate in

FY24 arising from oil production cut by

the OPEC, troubles in the financial sec-

tor in developed markets impeding cash flows
and elevated risks to the monsoon rains from El
Nino which could impact farm outputand prices.
“We reiterate that downside risks to our official
forecast of 6.5% for real GDP growth in FY24.
dominate upside risks. OPEC’s surprise produc-

tion cut has seen oil prices rise in April, off their
lows of low-seventies per barrelin March. Further

troubles in the financial sector in advanced
nations can increase risk aversion in financial
markets and impede capital flows. Forecasts of El
Nino, at the margin, have elevated the risks to
Indian monsoon rains,” the finance ministry said
inits monthly economicreview for March 2023,

This comes close on the heels of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) predicting carlier
thismonth that the Indian economy would grow
5.9% in FY24, down 0.2% from its January esti-
mate, owing to turmoil in the financial system
which will in turn hurtglobal growth.

Theministry said
that while FY23 had
been strong for the
economy which is
estimated to grow at
7%, higher than the
trend rate and the

Troubles in the financial sector in
developed markets impeding cash
flows and risks to the monsoon
could impact farm output and prices

enough to survive the increase in policy rates, has
made the growth rate further sustainable.

“With the April2023 update of the WEO pro-
jecting India to be the fastest-growing economy
in FY24, it is likely to be underpinned by even
more robust stability in the macroeconomic vari-
ables,” itnoted. The
estimate of 6.5%
growthrateisinline
with the World
Bank estimate of
6.3% and ADB esti-
mate of 6.4% for
FY24.

growth of the other
major economies,
despite the tailwind of the pandemic and the
headwind of the geo-political conflict intertwin-
ing toescalate global economic uncertainty,
Growing macroeconomic stability, as seen in
the improved current account deficit, easing
inflation pressure, and a banking system strong

It furtherempha-
sised on the strength of the Indian banking sys-
tem which was ‘less prone’ to incidents such as
collapse of afew banks such as the Silicon Valley
Bank in the US and Europe owing to an interest
rate tightening cycle.

gulveen.aulakh@livemint.com
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Govt will complete project at
erven location, says Fadnavis

T N RAGHUNATHA ® MUMBAI

Amid protests by hundreds
of villagers against the pro-
posed Ratnagiri Refinery &
Petrochemicals  Project
(RRPCL) at Barsu in Rajapur
taluka of Ratnagiri district in
coastal Konkan region, Deputy
Chief Minister and senior BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis said
on Tuesday that that irrespec-
tive of a stiff resistance to the
project from the local people,
the Maharashtra Government
would go ahead and complete
the RRPL at the chosen loca-
tion.

As the people from six vil-
lages in and around Borasu
began to protest against the soil
tests being carried out by the
RRPL administration, Fadnavis
said that in the light of the
ongoing against agitation
against the project, the ques-
tion of the Maharashtra gov-
ernment rolling back the pres-
tigious project did not arise.

“This is project is impor-
tant for Maharashtra. The ques-
tion of our rolling back the
RRPL does not arise. We would
go ahead and complete the pro-
ject at the chosen location of
Barsu village in Rajapur taulka
of Ratnagiri district,” Fadnavis
said in an interview to a lead-
ing Marathi television channel.

Seeking to allay fears of the
local villagers that RRPL posed
amassive environmental threat
to the area where it is being
developed, Fadanavis said:
“The project does not pose any
threat to the nature. Instead, the
project is very beneficial for the
people in the region, as it will
provide one lakh job opportu-
nities. The misinformation
campaign has been going on
against the project. The
Opposition MVA, when it was
in power, had written to the
Centre seeking to locate the
project at Barsu. Now the MVA
is opposing the project for
political reasons”

It may be recalled that on

Local women of Barsu village stage a
profest against the petrochemical
refinery project in the area, at Rajapur
taluka in Ratnagiri district on Tuesday
PTI

April 12, 2018, an Indian con-
sortium comprising Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) signed a
Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) with
Saudi Arabian Oil Co (Saudi
Aramco) for setting an oil
refinery and petroleum prod-
ucts complex in Rajapur talu-
ka of Ratnagiri district.

Meanwhile, in a related
development, hundreds of
activists — including women —
staged a massive protest by
squatting on the roads to stop
the RRPL teams from entering
their villages top carry out soil
tests.

The RRPCL teams are
sinking borewells and taking
samples to carry out soil tests
in and around the villages of
Barsu, Goval, Dhopeshwar
Varchiwadi-Goval, Rajapur,
Khalchiwadi-Goval, Panhale-
Tarfe, amid massive police
bandobast deployed in and

around these villages.
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Handle protests over
refinery project with
sensitivity: Ajit Pawar

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

The Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi in Maharashtra on
Tuesday demanded that the
Shinde-Fadnavis  govern-
ment stop the soil survey
work for the multi-billion
dollar Ratnagiri Refinery
and Petrochemicals Limited
(RRPCL) at Barsu in Ratna-
giri district till they find a
solution through peaceful
means. Nationalist Con-
gress Party leader Ajit Pa-
war asked the State to han-
dle the anti-project protests
by locals with “sensitivity”.

Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, Deputy CM Deven-
dra Fadnavis and other Mi-
nisters should hold talks
with the protesters and find
a way out by immediately
suspending the survey, he
suggested.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA
Aaditya Thackeray said des-
pite strong opposition from
the locals, the survey was
started and attempts were
being made to suppress the
local agitation.

Meanwhile, hitting out at
the Opposition, State Indus-

Women of Barsu village
stage protest against the
petrochemical refinery project
in Ratnagiri on Tuesday. PTI

tries Minister Uday Samant
said the site for the project
was suggested by then Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
and he was opposing it now
only because Mr. Shinde is
the CM.

The project, a joint ven-
ture by Indian Oil Corpora-
tion Limited, Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation Limited
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited was in-
itially planned at Nanar. Fol-
lowing protests, the pre-
vious MVA government led
by Mr. Thackeray had sug-
gested an alternative site at
Barsu.
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‘U1l prices, El NIno key risks
to inflation, growth outlook’

Downside risks to the official 6.5% GDP growth projection for this fiscal dominate, Ministry says in
monthly report; flags milk, wheat and crude oil prices as posing risks to the outlook on inflation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Finance Minis-
Ttry on Tuesday
warned that down-

side risks to the official
6.5% GDP growth projec-
tion for this year could
dominate, as the prospect
of El Nino conditions trig-
gering a drought, along
with geopolitical develop-
ments and concerns about
global financial stability
could affect the “favoura-
ble combination of growth
and inflation outcomes
currently anticipated”.

Headwinds ahead

Downside risks dominate the upside risks to the outlook for
growth and inflation this year, Finance Ministry cautions

m Flags increase in oil prices following

surprise production cut by OPEC+,

elevation of risks to monsoon on El Nino

forecast s as key concerns
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m Further financial troubles in advanced 3 ’

nations could impede capital flows

» Constrained supplies of wheat and
milk, hit by disease afflicting millions
of cattle, may affect inflation trajectory

The OPEC+ grouping’s

surprise production cut
has seen oil prices rise in
April, off their lows of low

$70s per barrel in March,
the Ministry said in its
monthly economic review.
“Further troubles in the fi-

nancial sector in advanced
nations can increase risk
aversion in financial mar-
kets and impede capital
flows. Forecasts of El Ni-
no... have elevated the
risks to Indian monsoon
rains,” it noted, stressing
the need to be vigilant on
these potential risks.
Highlighting the easing
of inflationary pressures,
the Ministry however cau-
tioned that volatile oil pric-
es and constrained sup-
plies of milk, hit by disease
affecting millions of cattle,
and wheat may affect the
inflation trajectory.
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Oll slips $2 on economic uncertainty

ARATHY SOMASEKHAR
Houston, April 25

OILDROPPED BY 52 abarrelon
Tuesday after two sessions of
gains as jitters about the global
economic outlook and a firmer
dollar countered optimism
about demand in China and
expectations of a drop in US
crude inventories.

Brent crude fell by $1.93, or
2.4%, to $80.80 a barrel by
11:30 am ET (1530 GMT). US
West Texas Intermediate crude
dropped $1.73 to 577.02.On
Monday, both contracts rose by
more than 1%,

A survey on showed US con-
sumer confidence fell toa nine-
monthlowinApril, feedingwor-
ries about a recession the day
after regional lender First
Republic reported a more than
$100 billion flight in deposits,
stokingfearsof apotential bank-
ing crisis.

Thedollarrose ondeepening
worries about corporate earn-
ings and the global economy. A
stronger dollar pressures oil
demand by making the com-
modity more expensive forbuy-
ers holding other currencies.

"Arecovering dollar is weigh-
ing on sentiment,’ said Stephen

FINANCIAL EXPRESS '"ed. 26 April 2023

reaptoLean hitps://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/72268939

Brennock of oil broker PYM."]

suspect that upcoming macro
releases concerning UL.S. house
pricesand consumerconfidence
are also keeping buyers on the
sidelines."Investorsremainwary
that possible interest rate hikes
by inflation-fighting central

banks could slow economic
growth and dent energy
demand in the United States,
Britain and the European Union.

The US Federal Reserve, the
Bank of England and the Euro-
pean Central Bank are all
expected to raise rates at their
coming meetings. The Fed meets
over May 2-3. Also worrying
markets were weak refining
marginsglobally that could foree
refinersto curb oil buying.

"The near term pressure has
been from rising interest rates
and refinery run rate margins
contracting, which could be a
sign demand is slipping,’ said

Dennis Kissler, seniorvice presi-
dentoftradingat BOKFinandal

Earlyin the session,oil prices
rose, supported by optimism
that holiday travel in China
wouldboostfuel demand and by
expectations of a drop in US
crude inventories.

Involuntary and planned
supply cuts also lent support.
Iraq's northem oil exports have
shown little signofanimminent
restart after a month-long
standstill. Members of the

Opec+ producer group are
preparing for the start of volun-

tary output cutsin May.
- REUTERS

&
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Oil swings as uncertainty blunts gains

Bloomberg
fee&f);c.k@iiveminr.com

il fluctuated as uncer-
tainty about the
strength of demand

andthe direction of the global
economy blunted recent sup-
ply-driven gains.

West Texas Intermediate
traded below $79 a barrelafter
rallying around 2% over the
previous two sessions.

Fuel markets are slumping
as refining margins shrink in
Asia, with a hoped-for sharp
rebound in China still proving
elusive,

“The macroeconomic pic-
ture remains muddy,” said Ole
Sloth Hansen, head of com-
modities strategy at Saxo Bank
A/S.

“Markets are struggling for
direction with a general level

Russian exports remain
resilient despite Moscow's
earlier pledge to cut
production AP

confusion seen across asset
classes. Conflicting signals
between OPLEC+ production
cutsand worries about an eco-
nomic slowdown as seen
through lower refinery mar-
gins” are keeping traders
undecided about oil’s

direction.

Oil shipments from Iraq’s
north and the country’s Kurd-
ish region are still halted—
causing some tankerstoleave
portsthere empty and indicat-
ingaresumptionisn’t likely in
coming days.
There are also

Fuel markets are

price cap, according to India’s
0il Secretary Pankaj Jain.
However, most transactions
stillremained below the limit,
he said.

Crudeisnow hovering a few
dollars above where it was just
before the Orga-
nization of the

supply risks in slumping as Petroleum
Sudan, .wh?re refining margins E;ltl)ortlngCOLl'n-
heavy 'ﬁghtmg shrink in Asia, tnesandatsalhgs
lL;o n tinues apo hoped-for shook 111;1‘rkf:‘Ls

etween rival = with a surprise
groups. shi?rp re.bounq n outputreduction

Russian Chinastill elusive at the beginning
exports remain : of April.

resilient, how-

ever, despite Moscow'searlier
pledge to cut production,
blunting the impact of the dis-
ruptions in the Middle East.
Some Russian crude has been
bought by Indian refiners
above the Group of Seven-led

“The market
correction is close to having
run its course,” Hansen said.
Brent dropping below $80 a
barrel would likely push trad-
ers to start betting on addi-
tional cuts by OPEC and part-
ners like Russia.
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Petroleum product exports
decline by 10.9% in March

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
@ New Delhi

INDIA'S export of petroleum
products decreased by 10.9% in
March 2023 and 2.7% during
April 2022-March 2023 as com-
pared to the corresponding pe-
riod of the previous year.
According to the monthly
data by the Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell (PPAC), a
body of petroleum ministry, In-
dia’s crude oil imports from
OPEC countries decreased to
59.5% of total imports during
April-March 2022-23 as com-
pared to 71.6% during April-
March 2021-22. This comes af-
ter India’s crude oil imports
increased by 8.9% and 9.5%
during March 2023 and April

2022-March 2023, respectively.

“Decrease in POL (petrole-
um, oils and lubricants) prod-
ucts exports during April
-March 2022-23 were mainly due
to decrease in exports of motor
spirit (MS), naphtha, superior
kerosene oil (SKO) and high
speed diesel (HSD) etc,” reads
the monthly report.

However, the country’s indig-
enous crude oil and condensate
production was down by 1.7%
in March 2023.

Crude oil processed in-
creased by 5.6 % during April-
March 2023 as compared to last
year. The petroleum product
imports decreased by 0.7% and
increased by 12.3% during
March 2023 and April
2022-March 2023, respectively.
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111 arrested during stir agamst Barsu refinery

VALLABHOZARKAR
RATMAGIRI, APRIL 25

ASMANY as 111 people, including
women, were arrested in Barsu-
Solgaon village in Ramagiri district
on Tuesday as hundreds of vil-
lagers continued their protest
against the state government
starting the process of land survey
to setuponeof the biggest petro-
chemical refineries inthe country,
They were produced in Rajapur
court from where they were re-
leased on bail.

The protesters were booked
undervanous secionsol IPClorri-
oting, unlawful assembly, wrong-
fulrestrainand disobedience toan
order lawfully promulgated by a
publicservant, along with sections
of Maharashtra Police Act.

$The Indian EXPRESS

“The 111 people were taken
into custody and produced in
Rajapur court, from where they
were released on bail, " Ratnagiri
Supenntendent of the police
Dhananjay Kulkarni told The
Indian Express, while denying
claims by protesters that police
had detained over 500 people.

Thevillagers and activistsop-
posing the project gathered to
stop the government vehicles
from entering the proposed site
for the survey.

The protestalsosparked apo-
litical slugfest in Maharashtra
with the Mahavikas Aghadilead-
ersslamming the Eknath Shinde-
Devendra Fadnavis government
for using force to suppress dissent-
ing villagers, while Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
blamed the opposition for playing

Avideo grabof women
protesting in Barsu village. Fn

politics over the issue.

The Ratnagin Refinery and
Petrochemicals Led (RRPCL), pro-
moted by three major public sec-
tor oil companies — Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd and
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd —wasoriginally

Wed, 26 April 2023
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/72269690

planned in MNanar village of
Ratnagiri. The ShivSena( thenun-
divided) was against the project
citing local opposition, after
which the Barsu-Solgaon area
wasfinalised as the location.
However, environmental ac-
tivists and villagers of Barsu and
Solgaon have been protesting
against the refinery project in
Konkan region as they fear pollu-
tion and damage to the region,
which is largely dependent on
agriculture andis famous for cul-
tivation of the Alphonso mango.
OnTuesday as the land survey
began, thousands ofvillage s who
had camped at the site since
Monday moming, started protest-
ing, Police had deployed around
1,800 personnel, including tearns
of riot control police and State
Reserve Police Foree, at the site.

G0
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Plastic ban failure

Managing plastic waste needs a multi-pronged strategy

ven nearly 10 months after the ban on single-use plastic products,

their use is still rampant in most parts of the country. Though some

of the bulk consumers of these materials have switched to their

biodegradable alternatives, most other producers, sellers, and con-
sumers of the use-and-throw plastic stuff have continued their business as
usual. More worryingly, there has been hardly any noticeable improvement in
the system of collection and safe disposal of discarded plastic material, thereby
exacerbating the menace of plastic pollution. Apart from littering roads and
piling up atlandfill sites, thrown-away plastic products have now begun to find
their way into water bodies. The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) recently
conceded the point that the use of disposable plastic items, particularly thin
carrybags, continued unabated in the low-end section of the economy. A recent
anti-plastic drive carried out in Kerala between March 23 and April 4 led to the
confiscation of 25 tonnes of proscribed plastic material. The situation is no
better in Delhi, where a100-day “beat plastic campaign”, which culminated on
Earth Day on April 22, has resulted in the seizure of over 14,000 kg of outlawed
plastic items. Delhi is, in fact, now the largest producer of plastic waste among
all the metropolitan cities in the country.

The genesis of plastic pollution can be traced to the lackadaisical enforce-
ment of the Plastic Waste Management Rules. While the prohibition of the use
of select plastic items of limited utility but high littering potential was imposed
by the Centre, its implementation was left to the states and their pollution
control boards, which have been found wanting in discharging this responsibility.
The Centre, too, cannot be totally absolved of the blame. While it displayed
remarkable determination at the time of promulgating the ban by spurning
the pleas of various lobbies, especially the bulk consumers of plastic straws, for
more time for transition to suitable substitutes, it failed in taking up follow-up
action. Also, it has not been able to take the states along in putting in place an
effective legal framework for plastic waste management. Delhi is a typical case
in point. Though the local government had framed the Plastic Waste
Management Rules way back in 2019, these are yet to be notified. In several
other states, too, plastic waste management norms remain only on papet.
Consequently, much of the pernicious and non-biodegradable plastic waste
gets mixed with household garbage and reaches landfill sites to rest there for
years, emitting toxic fumes. A sizable part of it finds its way into water bodies,
including rivers and the sea, adversely affecting the aquatic biodiversity.

The other major reason for the failure of the ban on disposable plastic
ware is inadequate availability of their cost-effective alternatives. Not much
investment has gone into the research and development of suitable substitutes
for use-and-throw plastic goods. Nor has the government offered any fiscal
or other incentives for this purpose. So, what is needed is a well-advised mul-
ti-pronged strategy to address this issue in its entirety — right from production
toretrieval and appropriate recycling or disposing of the limited-utility plastic
products. Any piecemeal approach would be of little avail.
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Refinery protests: Fadnavis
fires ‘supart’ salvo at Uddhav

Ex-CM Okayed
Site, Claims
Maha Minister

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Protests against
the proposed Ratnagiri Re-
finery and Petrochemicals
Ltd (RRPL) complex at Bar-
su in Maharashtra's Ratna-
giriescalated on Tuesday de-
spite a police clampdown
which led to over 100 arrests.

Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis and industries min-
ister Uday Samant defended
their handling of the issue
amid demands from Opposi-
tion leaders, including Ajit
Pawar and Aaditya Thacke-

ray to stall the work. Fadna-

vis, without naming Shiv Se-
na (UBT) members, said,
“People from Mumbai are op-
posing the project. They had
opposed Aarey, Samruddhi
Marg and now the refinery. [
want to ask if they have taken
supari?” hesaid.

“Three national oil firms
have come together to put up
this refinery. The land is arid
and not a single fruit-bearing
tree grows there...they keep
protestingand the project will
be setupin Tamil Nadu, Kera-
la...the very same people will
then criticise that invest-
ments are going out of Maha-
rashtra,” headded.

Samant, meanwhile, said
the project was shifted from
Nanar to Barsu after ex-CM
Uddhav Thackeray inter-
vened with the Centre and of-
fered land that was unen-
cumbered. He said it was
Uddhav who suggested the
new site for the project and
even wrote a letter to PM Na-
rendra Modiabout it.

Heproduced aletter from
Thackeray dated January12,
2022 to PM, which explained
the benefits of shifting the
refinery from Nanar to Bar-
su. “Thackeray had said we
can give 1,300 acres in Barsu
and 2,144 acres in Nateforthe
refinery as 90% of this land

CONFLICT ITHE KONKAN

> Ratnagiri Refinery and
Petrochemicals Ltd
project is a joint venture
between state-owned oil
marketing firms, I0CL,
HPCL and BPCL

> Saudi Aramco and
Abu Dhabi National Oil
Co have signed MoU to
participate in the JV

» Refinery was initially
proposed at Nanar in _u
Ratnagiri district, but due |
to environmentand |
rehab concerns, | %
the site was
shifted

» Under MVA govt,

Thackeray wrote to the
Centre to shift project site
to Barsu in Rajapur taluka |5
in the same district

» State had proposed
13,000 acres to bemade =
available for acquisition, s is

of which 90% of land womenofBarsumlagestageapiesnslulepetmdlemwal .
is barren refinery project in the area at Rajapur taluka in Ratnagiri district on Tuesday

Women protesters arrested; drilling for soil testing begins

nthesecond day of the agitation against the Ratnagiri Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd

(RRPL), women protesters lay down in front of police vehicles at Barsu village, Rajapur. A total
of 110 protesters were arrested and produced inalocal courtin Rajapur, reports Umesh K Parida.
They include the 30-35 women who tried to block vehicles. Mediapersons were stopped 2 km away
fromthe site where Section 144 of CrPC has beenimposed to prevent gatherings. The Mumbai unit
president of the Refinery Virodhi Sanghatana, Vaibhav Kolvankar, has also been arrested. Earlier,
activists Satyajit Chavan and Mangesh Chavan were remanded to judicial custody.

Meanwhile, drilling work for soil testing began at the site under police protection. About 2,000
policemen were positioned in nearby villages and all vehicles were being checked at the Rajapur
check post. Police in Ratnagiri had imposed curbsin Barsuand Solgaon villages in Rajapur taluka
of Ratnagiri ahead of the soil survey for the proposed petrochemical refinery project.

is unoccupied. Neither trees
nor homes. Thackeray him-
self said there willbenodeg-
radation of the environment
and that GDP of Maharash-
tra would increase 8.5%,"” he
said. Samant said work for
soil testing for refinery had
begun. Referring to opposi-
tion’s criticism of handling
of protesters, he said, “Had
Uddhav been the chief min-
ister; this project would've

been pushed through. But
we are talking to farmers
and all their misunderstand-
ings will be cleared.”

NCP chief Sharad Pawar
had waded into the row by
calling up Samant to seek an
update and to urge him that
no steps should be taken
without consulting villag-
ers. Both Congress and NCP
alleged that the activists were
arrested without justification

and the media too was barred
from reporting the proceed-
ings. Shiv Sena (UBT) mem-
ber Aaditya Thackeray said
that his party’s stand is that
survey work must stop until
locals are brought on board.
“As was the condition under
the MVA government, they
have to explain what the pro-
ject is..final approval
should be from the sons of
thesoil,” he said.
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‘Cutinpricesisnot enoughto pull
the market towards CNGvehicles’

AGENCIES
CHENMAL 25 APRIL

The recent reduction in the
prices is not enough to pull
the demand towards com-
pressed natural gas (CNG)
powered vehicles, said asenior
official ofMahindra& Mahin-
dra Lid.

Speaking toreportershere,
Dr Venkat Srinivas, Senior
Vice President, Product Devel-
opmentsaid the reduction in
CNG pricesishelpinga bitbut
not enough to pull the mar-
ket towards CNG powered
vehicles.

He said the CNG vehicles
are largely in the national
capital region,

Recently, the central gov-
ernment decided toreduce the
CNG prices by Rs 8/kg.

Srinivaswashereto launch
the company's new Bolero
MaXXPik-Uprange of goods
carriers.

According tohim, the new
range with a carrying capac-
ity of 1.3 tonne to 2 tonne is
availablein the price band of
Rs 7.85 lakh to Rs 1033 lakh.

Srinivas said the compa-
ny has a production capaci-
ty of about 17,500 units per
month of Bolero range of
pickup trucks and is running
at full capacity.

Hesaid lastfiscal the com-
pany sold about 200,000 units
of pick up vehicles.

Srinivas said the newrange
of Bolero pickup trucksis pow-
ered by a new engine which
is15 kglighter inweight com-
Em‘edm theeadier engine and

as lesser friction.

He said the new models will
replace the older onesbarring
the Bolero Classicand Bolero
Camper models.
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