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Empowered Group Formed
for Green Hydrogen Mission

Centre puts in place advisory group under PSA and mission secretariat

Anubhuti.Vishnoi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Stepping up on Green Hyd-
rogen, the Centre has put in place the
‘Mission Governance Framework’ toget
things moving.

ET gathers that an Empowered Group cha-
ired by the Cabinet secretary has been cons-
tituted in late February to steer the Green
Hydrogen Mission and its implementation
across diverse sectors. Alongside, an adviso-
ry group under the Principal Scientific Advi-
sory (PSA) has also taken shape as has the
mission secretariat housed in the Ministry
of New & Renewable Energy (MNRE).

The Centre is aiming at laying down an
incentive scheme and policy framework in
tune with global trends, opening bids for
Green Fertilizer besides calling for propo-
sals on pilot projects and R&D proposals in
2023-24. States will be keenly watching as
they line up to develop GH hubs — Kerala
has already sent in a 2200-crore proposal
for hubs at Kochi and Thiruvanthapuram.

The Empowered Group has on board the
secretaries to the ministries of power,
MNRE, petroleum & natural gas, fertili-
zers, steel, road transport & highways, hea-
vy industries, skill development & entre-
preneurship, shipping & waterways, DPIIT,
amongothers. CEO Niti Aayogand the PSA
arealso be on board, officials confirmed.

This high-powered group will steer the
Green Hydrogen Mission with a ‘whole
of the government’ approach, approve
key objectives, monitor progress on
them and ensure inter-ministerial coor-
dination whererequired.

While ministries like fertilizers, steels
and heavy industries are direct and im-
mediate stakeholders where the first
Green Hydrogen transition is likely to
be effected, DPIIT will be closely invol-
ved on rulebooks and policy changes re-
quired, while MORTH will work on long
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States will be keenly wat-
ching Centre’s policy fram-
eworkasthey lineuptode-
velop GH hubs— Keralahas
already sentinaproposal

haul transport plans for Green Hydro-
geneven thoughfocuswillbeon minimi-
sing transportation requirements.

The skill ministry is also a key cog in
the wheel as trained manpower to hand-
le Green Hydrogenat variousstages will
be essential - there is next to no workfor-
ceasyeton the newenergy fuel.

While the Centre has yet to take a position
on ‘mandates’ it isalsolikely to be decided
upon by the Group after due consultation
and sector specific assessments. Mandato-
ry purchase of Green Hydrogen—anewfu-
el created by splitting water through Elec-
trolysis — by big consumers is considered
essential by many to boost domestic pro-
duction and demand for the new fuel.

FORFULL REPORT, GO TO
www.economictimes.com

Thermax Ties Up with
Fortescue for Green
Hydrogen Projects

MuMmBAI Energy and
environment solutions
provider Thermax Ltd
and Australia-based
greenenergy and green tech-
nology company Fortescue Futu-
re Industries (FFI) havesigned a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) toexplore green hydrogen
projects, including new manufac-
turingfacilities, in India.

Under the MoU, Thermax and FFI
plantoexplore opportunities to
jointly develop fully integrated
green hydrogen projects for
commercial and industrial custo-
mers in India.

The production of green hydrogen
atanindustrial scale would be a
major step forward in decarboni-
sing hard-to-abate industriesin
India, such as refineries, fertilisers
and steel.

“The collaboration with Fortescue
Future Industriesis perfectly
timed to leverage the massive
potential of the Indian green
energy market that presentsa
multitude of opportunities, back-
ed by favourable policies and
incentives,” said Ashish Bhandari,
MD & CEOQ, Thermax. Our Bureau
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Govt provides Sp incentives
for IOCL DFC Paradip unit

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 10 MARCH:

(Odisha cabinet approved a
special incentive package
to IOCL's proposed mega
Dual Feed Cracker unit at
Paradip with an investmen
of Rs 58,042 crore for pro-
duction of ethylene, poly
proplylene, poly vinyl chlo-
ride etc .

The IOCLhad requested for
signing of Mol with the state
government seeking incentive
package to improve the via-
bility of the project.

The Dual Feed Cracker
willenable significant indus-

trial development in various
downstream industries like
Plastic, Pharma API, Agro

Chemical, Personal Care
products (FMCG), Special-
ity Chemicals, Paints, Pack-
aging materialsetc, stated the
note put up to the cabinet.

Thesedownstream indus-
tries in MSME sector will cre-
ate large employment and
along with IOCL will generate
job opportunities for at least
25,000 people.

The State will also gain
through the equity invest-
menttowardsland to beallot-
ted infavour of thecompany,
stated officials.

Emsmm Sat, 11 March 2023 g%
https //epaper.thestate: 7
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India’s February fuel demand
hits at least 24-year high

India’s fuel demand hit its highest level in at least 24 years
in February, data showed on Thursday, with industrial
activity in Asia’s third biggest economy boosted by cheap
Russian oil. Consumption of fuel, a proxy for oil demand,
rose by more than 5% to 4.82 million barrels per day in Feb-
ruary, its15th consecutive y-o-y rise, datashowed.REUTERS
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MODI, HASINA TO LAUNCH ‘FRIENDSHIP PIPELINE’

Pipeline to Export Oil
to Bdesh Opens Mar18

Toreduce transport
time, cut cost; Dhaka
currently imports
diesel viarailways

DipanjanRoy.Chaudhury
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his Bangladesh
counterpart Sheikh Hasina will
jointly inaugurate a cross-border
oil pipeline on March 18 for trans-
portation of diesel from India to
Bangladesh, said Bangladesh fo-
reign minister AK Abdul Mo-
men. The move will boost cross-
border initiatives contributingto
sub-regional integration.

The130-kilometre India-Bangla-
desh Friendship Pipeline has an
annual capacity of 2 million met-
ric tonnes and has been builtata
cost of ¥346 crore, drawn from In-
dia’slineof credit to Bangladesh,
said Bangladesh Petroleum Cor-
poration officials.

It will be the second cross-border
energy pipeline in South Asia, af-
ter the 69-km India-Nepal one.

“Good news is India will send us
diesel... the(oil) pipeline has been
completed,” Momen told media
persons in Dhaka on Thursday
“The two PMs will inaugurate the
pipeline on March 18 (through vi-
deoconferencing).”

The announcement came a week
after Momen held talks with ex-
ternal affairs minister S. Jaishan-
karin Delhion thesidelines of the
G20 foreign ministers’ meeting.

The pipeline
stretches 125 km in-
side Bangladesh
territory and 5 km
inside India. The

project connects Si-

Thiswillbe liguriin West Beng-
thesecond al with Parbatipur
cross-border in Dinajpur innort-
:?:;Iﬁein hern Bangladesh.
Asia About 1 million

metric tons of die-
sel can be imported from India an-
nually through the pipeline. The
two PMs had joined the ground-
breaking ceremony for the pipeli-
ne in September 2018.

Bangladesh currently imports
diesel from India through railway
carriages. The construction of
the pipeline will cut down the
transport cost for oil, save time
and allow more oil to be imported.
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PM Modi, PM Hasina lo inaugurate first Indo-
Bangla cross-border oil pipeline on March 18

DHAKA: Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
her Indian counterpart Naren-
dra Modi will jointly inaugu-
rate the maiden cross-border
oil pipeline between the two
countries on March 18 for
diesel transportation to this
country, Bangladesh’s foreign
minister has said.

Speaking at a Ministry of
Foreign Affairs press confer-
ence here on Thursday, Foreign
Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen
said, “The two premiers will
inaugurate the pipeline on
March 18 (through video con-
ferencing),” the country’s offi-
cial news agency BSS reported
on Thursday.

Delhi would use the 130
km India-Bangladesh Friend-
ship Pipeline (IBFP), built from
approximately Rs 3.46 billion,
drawn from the Indian Line of
Credit (LoC), to export diesel
to Dhaka, Bangladesh Petro-

leum Corporation officials
were quoted as saying in the
report.

“Good news is India will
send us diesel. The pipeline has
been completed,” Momen said.

Along-term agreement was
signed in 2017 to import die-
sel from India to Bangladesh
through the pipeline, which
stretches from West Bengal’s
Siliguri to a Meghna petroleum

depot in Dinajpur’s Parbati-
pur, the BDNews news portal
reported.

The bilateral project
launched in March 2020 had
an initial deadline of June 2022
that was pushed back another
year due to complications from
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
report added.

The pipeline stretches 125
km inside Bangladesh’s terri-

The pipeline
stretches 125 km
inside Bangladesh’s
territory and 5 km
inside India

tory and 5 km inside India.

Previously Bangladesh used
railway carriages to import die-
sel from India.

The two premiers also
joined the ground-breaking
ceremony tor the IBFPL in
September 2018 through video
conferencing, the report said.

India also withdrew its
objection to Dhaka building
any establishment inside 150
yards of Bangladesh territory
along the zero lines, Momen
said. “Now we can start our
projects (along the frontier),”
the foreign minister was quoted
as saying in the report. PTI
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PM, Hasinato launch
X377-cr cross-border
oil pipeline on Mar 18

SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY
New Delhi, 10 March

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Bangladesh counter-
part Sheikh Hasina will launch
India’s first cross-border oil
pipeline with the neighbouring
country — there is another one
with Nepal — on March 18.

Bangladesh Foreign
Minister A K Momen con-
firmed the development on
Friday.

The 130-km-long Indo-
Bangla Friendship Pipeline
(IBFPL), constructed at a cost
of 377.08 crore, is part of sev-
eral bilateral measures to allow
Bangladesh to tap larger vol-
umes of energy to meet its
growing domestic demands. It
would carry high-speed diesel
from Numaligarh Refinery
(NRL) in Assam.

The pipeline would carry
fuel from NRL's marketing ter-
minal in Siliguri, West Bengal,
to the state-run Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation’s
(BPC’s) 0il depot in Parbatipur
city in Dinajpur district. The
custody transfer point would
be at the Banglabandha inter-
national border point in the
suburbs of Siliguri. BPC would
have sole marketing rights
within Bangladesh.

The ground-breaking cere-
mony for the IBFPL was held
in September 2018 and the
project had been closely mon-
itored by the Prime Minister's
Offices of both nations since.

The bilateral project has
been financed by a grant in aid
of %285.24 crore by India and
391.84 crore by NRL. Only 5 km
of the pipeline would run with-
in Indian territory. The
pipeline can potentially trans-
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port 1 million metric tonnes
per annum (MMTPA).

Like all other countries in
the subcontinent, refined
petroleum accounts for the
largest chunk of Bangladesh’s
import bill.

As 0f2020, Bangladesh was
the world’s 42nd largest
importer of refined petroleum,
importing $2.64 billion of the
product, according to the
Observatory of Economic
Complexity, an international
data visualisation site for inter-
national trade data created by
the Macro Connections group
at the MIT Media Lab.

In 2019, the 69-km-long oil
pipeline to transport fuel from
Barauni in  Bihar to
Amlekhgunj in Nepal was
opened. It was constructed by
Indian Oil Corporation (I0C)
with an investment of over
%324 crore, in collaboration
with Nepal Oil Corporation.
India is Nepal's sole oil supplier
and the pipeline was built to
take the pressure off road
based oil tankers.

FY21

FY22

FY23
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Other projects soon

The successful launch of the
project is likely to give a fillip
tosimilar bilateral endeavours.
India has also been providing
grantassistance to Bangladesh
for various infrastructure proj-
ects, including construction of
Akhaura-Agartala rail linkand
dredging of inland waterways
in Bangladesh.

NRL and BPC had, in April
2017, inked a long-term agree-
ment for selling high-speed
diesel from India to Bangladesh
through the IBFPL. In October
that year, NRL signed another
15-year pact with BPC for
export of gas oil (diesel) to the
neighbouring nation.

1I0C is in talks with the
Roads and Highways
Department of Bangladesh to
facilitate the shipment of
petroleum, oil, and lubricants
from Assam and Meghalaya to
Tripura via Bangladesh. Talks
picked up pace last year after
floods devastated the commu-
nication linksin the northeast-
ern region.




MORNING STANDARD, Delhi, 11.3.2023

Page No. 5, Size:(24.90)cms X (13.41)cms.

Proposal for Indian Oil’s mega dual
feed cracker plant gets Odisha govt nod

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Bhubaneswar

THE state cabinet has approved
the incentive proposal of Indi-
an Oil Corporation Limited
(IOCL) for setting up a mega
dual feed cracker unit at
Paradip at an investment of
58,042 crore.

The decisions taken at the
cabinet meeting presided over
by Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik on Thursday was tabled in
the Assembly by Parliamentary
Affairs minister Niranjan Pu-
jari on Friday.

The dual feed cracker unit
will produce ethylene, poly pro-
pvlene, poly vinyl chloride
(PVC), phenol, iso-propyl alco-
hol (IPA) for total capacity of
2,822 tonne per annum (KTA).

A high-level committee set
up by the state government had
recommended the incentive

-t’r1

package basing on the proposal
of the IOCL taking into account
the benefits to the state. The
unit will enable significant in-
dustrial development in vari-
ous downstream industries like
plastic, pharma, agro chemical,
personal care products (FMCG),
speciality chemicals, paints
and packaging materials.

The IOCL and its down-
stream industries in the MSME
sector will generate 25,000 em-
ployment opportunities both
directly and indirectly. The

state will also gain through the
equity investment towards land
to be allotted in favour of the
company, the statement tabled
by the minister added.

The cabinet also approved a
proposal to enact a new Apart-
ment Ownership Act to do away
with certain deficiencies in the
existing law. The objective is to
make the laws governing hous-
ing projects comply with the
Real Estate (Regulation and De-
velopment) Act, 2016. Besides,
the cabinet approved the pro-
posal to give one-year extension
to the license given to 13,428
fair price shop (FPS) dealers in
the state till March 31, 2024.

The cabinet also approved
creation of one post of princi-
pal secretary for engagement
of Manoj Kumar Mishra on
contractual basis after his res-
ignation from Indian Railway
Traffic Service (IRTS).
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