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the Year - Best CFO - 0il & Gas Award during ET Ascent
Business Leader of the Year award ceremony, adjudged by
Jury Councilof World HRD Congress.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS i 10 Ita

reapTo e Nttps://ep



INDIAN EXPRESS, Delhi, 10.3.2023

Page No. 14, Size:(4.10)cms X (4.52)cms.

AWARIDSS

GAIL RK.Jain, Dir.(Fin.), GAIL has received CFO Leader of
the Year - Best CFO - Oil & Gas Award during ET Ascent
Business Leaderofthe Year award ceremony; adjudged by
Jury Council of World HRD Congress.
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Govt readies strategy to meet
peak power demand in summer

TAKING STOCK. Power Minister asks Gencos to ensure there is no load shedding

I
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

With predictions of a searing
summer, the Power Ministry
has devised a multi-pronged
strategy, involving coal and
railways ministries, to meet
the high electricity demand in
FY24.

With peak power demand
expected at 229 gigawatts
(GW) next month, Power
Minister RK Singh held a re-
view meeting on Tuesday
with top officials from the
Ministries of Power, Coal, and
Railways.

Singh directed Gencos to
ensure that there is no load-
shedding during the summer
and asked all stakeholders to
closely monitor the situation.
He also asked the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA)
to ensure a fair and transpar-
ent mechanism for coal alloc-
ationto States.

THE PLAN

CEA expects India’s energy
demand tobe 1,42,097 million
units (MU) during April, the
highest in 2023, before redu-
cing to 1,41,464 MU in May
and 1,17,049 MU in Novem-
ber. As part of the strategy,

POWER PLAY. CEA expects energy demand to be 1,42,097 million units (MU) during April 2023

power utilities have been dir-
ected to undertake mainten-
ance for coal-based plants in
advance to avoid disruptions
during the peak summer
months (April to May). Be-
sides, all imported coal-based
(ICB) plants will run at full ca-
pacityfrom March 16.

By March-end, the Min-
istry will offer an additional
coal-based capacity of 2,920
megawatts (MW). In addi-
tion, two units at Barauni
(2x110 MW) will also be
made available during the
crunch period.

Besides, gas-based power

would be used to meet peak
demand, and NTPC will run
its 5,000 MW gas-based
power stations during April-
May. Also, 4,000 MW of addi-
tional gas-based power capa-
city would be added by other
entities. GAIL has assured the
necessary supply of gas.

All the hydro plants have
been instructed to operate in
consultation with regional
and State load dispatch
centres to optimise water util-
isation in March for better
availability next month.

Railways will provide 418
rakes to coal mining compan-

ies and captive blocks, as well
as increase the number of
rakes to transport the fuel.

PUShP PORTAL

The CEA has launched the
PUShP Portal, which will help
in the flexibilisation of power
purchase agreements for op-
timal utilisation of resources
and reducing power costs.
The portal will help States get
a better view of the country’s
generating capacity. Cur-
rently, this capacity remains
underutilised due to PPAs and
non-availability of a consolid-
ated supply-demand scenario.
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Centre drawsupstrategy toensure
availability of power during summer

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, 8 MARCH

The Centre today said it has
devised amulti-pronged strat-
egy to ensure adequate avail-
ability of power during the
upcoming summer months.

Union Minister for Power
R K Singh chaired a review
meeting on Tuesday with
seniorofficers from the Power
sector, the Ministry of Coal and
the Ministry of Railways at
which detailed discussions
took place onvarious aspects
to meet the high electricity
demand in the coming
months, especially during
April-May 2023,

As partofthe sirategy, the
power utilities have been
directed to undertake main-
tenance for coal-based power
plantswell in advance sothat
no planned maintenance is
required during the crunch
period. Directions have already
beenissuedunder section-11
to all Imported coal-based
plants to run at full capacity
from 16 March 2023. Ade-

The Statesman
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As part of the strategy,
the power utilities have
been directed to under-
take maintenance for
coal-based power plants
well in advance so that
no planned maintenance
is required during the
crunch period

quate coal stocks would be
made available at the coal-
based power plants.

During the meeting, the
member of the Railway Board
assured the availability of
enoughrakes forthe transport
of coal. The Ministry of Rail-
ways agreed to provide 418
rakestodifferent subsidiaries
of CIL, G55 and captive blocks
andalso enhancethe number
ofrakes in due course sothat
sufficient coal stock can be
maintained at power plants.

Gas-based power would
be used to meet any surge in
demand. The ministry has
directed NTPCrorunits 5000
MW gas-based powerstations
during the crunch period in
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April-May. In addition, 4000
MW of additional gas-based
power capacity would be
added by other entitiesfor avail-
ability during the summer
months. The GAILhas already
assured the Mnistry of Power
of thenecessary supplyofgas
during the summer months.

All the hydro plants have
been instructed to operate
in consultationwith RLDCs/
SLDCs (Regional/State Load
Dispatch Centres) to opti-
mise water utilisation in the
current monthfor better avail-
ability during the next month.
An additional capacity of 2920
MW would be available
through new coal-based plants
which would be commis-
sioned by the end of this
month. In addition, after
direction from the Ministry,
two units at Barauni
(2X110MW) will be made
available during the crunch
period.During the meeting,
Singh asked Power companies
to ensure that there was no
load-shedding during the

summer months.
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